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UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 55 

 
January  11,   2014 

 

By  John Hoffmann 

 

 

CHESTERFIELD IS NUMBER 5 AMONG MISSOURI’S SAFEST CITIES:  Movoto.com 

has ranked Town and Country the second safest community in Missouri. Chesterfield 

came in at number 5.  Finishing first was Glendale. All the towns considered had 

populations above 5,000 so there were no small towns like Huntleigh, Frontenac, 

Clarkson Valley, Warson Woods or Westwood in consideration.        

 

Movoto is a real estate website based in San Mateo, California, run by (I’m judging this 

on the photos on the “about us” page.) a bunch of people under 35. They used the 

following categories to obtain their rankings: 

 

Crime Rate 

High School Graduation Rate 

Median Household Income 

Median Home Value 

Median Rent  

Employment  

 

#1 GLENDALE Score 22.7:  Glendale tied with Ladue at #1 for high school graduation 

rate. It also finished first in employment and fifth in lowest crime.  Glendale is for the 

most part an upper middle class community with ¾ of the town in the Kirkwood School 

District and ¼ in Webster.  It isn’t so far up the affluent scale that wives don’t also have 

jobs, giving it the edge in employment.  One of the reasons for the high rating is the low 

crime rate (#5).  Over the years Glendale’s business community has dwindled away to 

almost nothing. Other than Laurie’s Shoes and two food places Glendale’s business 

strip is mostly made up of banks.  The number one crime area in town has to be the 

Glendale Chrysler-Dodge car dealership, where tires and accessories are stolen off of 

the new cars in the middle of the night several times a year.  

 

#2 TOWN AND COUNRY Score 26:  T&C finished with no #1’s but came in second in 

Median Household Income and Home Value, behind Ladue.  However it was only 9 th 
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lowest in crime (there is enough retail to have some crime stats) and eighth best in 

employment.  

 

The crime figure could have been different if the folks at Movoto.com could have 

counted all the people in Town and Country who are charged with felonies, usually for 

ripping off others in investment schemes.  The membership list of our “Gangs of Town 

and Country” keeps growing and growing.  

 

#3  LADUE Score 26.14:  The richest community of them all finished first in four 

categories; high school graduation (tied with Glendale), median household income, 

median home value, median rent value.  However Ladue dropped to 18 th best in 

employment ranking.  Let’s face it with the biggest “blue blood” population in the state 

there are lots of people who have no need whatsoever to work.  The few retail areas 

Ladue has on Clayton and Ladue Roads apparently have more than their share of visits 

from criminals as Ladue was only ranked #24 in crime.      

 

#4  WILDWOOD Score 27.14:  The community of rich people living in the woods came 

in fourth place. Wildwood received high marks in high school graduation (tied at #3 with 

Creve Coeur), median income (#4) and home value (#7) but lower marks in employment 

(#21) and rent value (#16) (who wants to rent a big place in the woods that requires 

upkeep at the far edge of the Metro area).  

 

# 5 CHESTERFIELD Score 27.29:   Chesterfield was the largest city to make the Top 

10 list with a population of 47,684. It was had a ranking of #18 in low crime rate.  That 

would be much better without either Chesterfield Mall or the Chesterfield Valley stores. 

Chesterfield was ranked 6th best in high school graduation rates and median income.     

 

Here is a link to the top 50 communities in Missouri rankings.  

 

http://www.movoto.com/blog/top-ten/best-places-in-missouri/ 

  

 

MONARCH LABOR NEGOIATION: For the second straight bargaining session civility 

broke out and the room was absent of snide and snarky comments from either the 

management side or the union panel.  

 

KELLY DAYS: Kelly days are a holdover of the old fashion fire system.  Firefighters 

normally work nine-24 hour shifts a month, but once every three months they have to 

work 10 days.  Under the Kelly Day system they are given five days off to make up for 

the four extra days they work.    

http://www.movoto.com/blog/top-ten/best-places-in-missouri/
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Board president Robin Harris made the below chart showing how much overtime Kelly 

Days cost the district in 2013.  

2013 Schedule MONARCH FIRE AND EMS 

       

Kelly Day/Overtime 

Chart 
           

                       
JANUARY 

 
FEBRUARY 

 
MARCH 

S M T W T F S 

 

S M T W T F S 

 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 4 5 
 

          1 2 
 

          1 2 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

27 28 29 30 31     
 

24 25 26 27 28     
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

              
 

              
 

31             

                       
APRIL 

 
MAY 

 
JUNE 

S M T W T F S 
 

S M T W T F S 
 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

      1 2 3 4 
 

            1 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

28 29 30         

 

26 27 28 29 30 31   

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

              
 

              
 

30             

              
                

JULY 
 

AUGUST 
 

SEPTEMBER 

S M T W T F S 
 

S M T W T F S 
 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

        1 2 3 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

28 29 30 31       
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

29 30           

              

 

              

 

              

                       
OCTOBER 

 
NOVEMBER 

 
DECEMBER 

S M T W T F S 
 

S M T W T F S 
 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 4 5 

 

          1 2 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

27 28 29 30 31     
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 

29 30 31         

              
 

              
 

              

                       
As of 12-18-2013 

                   

402 Kelly days assigned plus 42 Bonus Kelly Days given for Sick Day Incentive 
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283 Overtime Days used in total 2013 through 12/18/2013, 138 Overtime Days where Kelly day(s) taken in 2013 through 12/18/2013.  

Note: "A" Shift and "B" shift were short 1 position since July 1st,  "C" shift was short 1 position for the entire year 

 

                       
  No Kelly Days taken 

                  
  One or more Kelly Day taken - no overtime paid 

             
  More than one Kelly Day taken - one overtime position paid 

           
  One Kelly Day taken - one or more overtime position paid 

           
  More than one Kelly Day taken - more than one overtime position paid 

         

                        

KELLY DAYS COSTING THE DISTRICT $139,000…at least according to Robin Harris’ 

figures when 139 times in 2013 overtime had to be paid to cover a 24-hour shift.  

 

Originally the Monarch Board wanted to eliminate Kelly Days and just pay the additional 

costs for the four extra days a year and not offer a fifth bonus off day. However Harris 

tired to comprise with the Union and suggested that a Kelly Day being given only when 

the District was sure no overtime would be needed to cover the shift.  Harris thought the 

firefighter needed to report for duty and if it was clear the shifts were adequately 

covered they could go home.  

 

Brett Copeland of the union thought the drive in to work was unnecessary if a phone 

could be made.  

 

35 persons are scheduled to cover the five engine houses.  However, the stations would 

not need to have overtime coverage as long as 28 persons reported for duty. So there is 

a built safety area for firefighters in training, off sick or injured, on vacation or taking a 

Kelly Day.   Even with that there were 139 times overtime had to be paid to cover shifts 

in 2013.  

 

My problem with the compromise is if a firefighter was going to use the Kelly Day to 

have enough days to take the family to Disney World or some other out of town trip, he 

can’t very well be ready to report to work if there is going to be in Orlando.  

 

UNION DUES PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS STILL AN ISSUE:  There is no agreement on 

Robin Harris and Jane Cunningham wanting to stop deducting union dues from 

employees pay. Brett Coleman offered for the Union to cover any costs the district 

would have in signing up a new employee’s payroll deduction of union dues. Copeland 

estimated the cost would be ¼ of an hour of an administrative worker time.  

 

Jane Cunningham responded that employees can simply instruct their bank to forward 

union dues every time there is a direct payment from the Fire District.  



5 
 

“I have a hard time seeing why we are quipping over this,” said Coleman. “We should 

not be wasting time on it.” 

 

Coleman then admitted the real reason for the union digging in their heels on the “dues 

deduction” issue. 

 

“Let’s face it with any given group some people are slow in paying their bills,” he said.  

 

Cunningham responded that this issue is important to many residents in the district.  

 

I think it would do Harris and Cunningham well if they just stated “It’s the principle of the 

thing. The taxpayers are not going to be sending money to your union.  That is your 

job.” 

 

Board member Steven Swyers who doesn’t mind the dues deduction and signed the 

last contract that allowed it finally spoke up on the matter. 

 

“We just spent an hour (Harris claimed 25 minutes) talking about an issue that doesn’t 

cost us anything,” said Swyers who suggested they should have spent the time 

discussing real funding issues.  

 

Swyers had a tough night early as two residents (Steve Booty and Dick Barber) spoke 

during the “Citizen Comments” section of the meeting for about 15 minutes. Both 

praised the work of Cunningham and Harris and scolded Swyers for always giving into 

the union and costing the district money.  Throughout the 15 minutes of lectures by the 

two citizens Swyers sat stone faced on the dais without showing any emotion.  

 

       
Left to right…Robin Harris, Jane Cunningham & Steve Swyers.   The union side is Keith Goldstein, Brett 

Copeland and Union attorney Rick Berry.  
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UNION REFUSED TO ACCEPT A NEW MEMBER:  Monarch recently hired a new employee 

that is eligible to be in the union.  The employee was with a St. Charles County Fire District 

where the entire non-union command staff and most of the non-union support staff was 

suddenly canned. To some it appeared as if a union –controlled board wanted to get rid of the 

entire non-union command staff.   
 

Firefighter’s Local 2665 has refused to allow the employee to join the union. Monarch Board 

President brought this up several times during the meeting. 
 

At one Shop Steward Capt. Brett Copeland admitted that this was a rare occurrence and said 

the shop would support the employee but the Local and the International unions would not.       
 

LOGAN STUDENT KILLS PASSENGER IN DWI CRASH ON I-64:  23-year-old Jacob 

Crocker, a Logan College student was charged on December 31 with Involuntary 

Manslaughter of fellow student David Hanger, 25.  Hanger was a passenger in 

Crocker’s car on westbound I-64 at Mason Road in Town and Country when it slammed 

into the rear of a tractor trailer on October 10. Hanger was in a coma from the time of 

the accident until his death on November 10.  
 

Crocker was arrested on January 7 on the felony warrant and posted a $3,000 bond set 

by Judge Mary Schroeder, who has been one of the easier judges on DWI cases that 

are sent to the Circuit Court from municipal courts.  
 

Police report that Crocker’s blood alcohol was .16% at the time of the accident.  
 

Crocker is originally from Lebanon, Missouri and has been living in Chesterfield while 

attending Logan.    
 

A check of court records show that Crocker from 2007 to 2012 has had moving 

violations reduced to “no-points” non-moving violations in Laclede County twice and 

once in Greene County.  The original charge in Greene County was serious as there 

was a probation term involving a possibility of jail however the actual charge was later 

expunged.  

       
Crocker’s mug shot.            Crocker’s facebook page with a tall boy can of beer in the center and the  

                                                other with guns. 
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I have to wonder if this guy is really mature enough to be treating people as a 

chiropractor, if he doesn’t have enough common sense to take down his facebook page 

with the beer can photo after being involved in a fatal DWI accident.       

 

More bad things like this are going to happen on the roads in West County until 

the city prosecutors and city and county judges get tough on drunk driving. If the 

city prosecutors and city judges won’t get tough it is up to the elected officials to 

find some who will.  

 

 GOV. NIXON APPOINTS LAWYER WHO REPRESENTED DRUG DEALER AND 

WHO THREATENED TO SUE TOWN AND COUNTRY RESIDENTS IF THEY WENT 

TO CITY HALL TO FILE A COMPLAINT… AND A LAWYER WHO WAS THE 

HEARING OFFICER OF THE ILLEGAL IMPEACHMENT OF THE ELLISVILLE 

MAYOR: Just when you are sure Governor Jay Nixon will never do anything stupid or 

controversial, he makes an amazingly stupid nomination to the St. Louis County 

BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS.   

 

Of course maybe Nixon isn’t so stupid after all.  He has to fill two Republican vacancies 

on the board. What better move for a Democratic governor than to appoint two 

Republicans who have no business on the board.  Let’s look at the appointments:  

 

John Maupin:  If you simply go back to last April to the Ellisville Impeachment 

hearing you will remember John Maupin.  He was the hearing officer over the clearly 

politically motivated impeachment of Mayor Adam Paul, who ran on a platform against 

giving tax breaks for a Wal-Mart development being proposed by 

the Sansone family. 

   Most of the charges against Paul were silly or out and out 

unfounded.  One charge was that he made a 3-minute phone 

call to a relocation company hired to try and assist residents of 

an apartment complex being evicted on the behalf of a resident.  

 

John Maupin in a logo created by this website’s webmaster. 

 

Paul’s attorney Chet Pleben kept making what seemed to be reasonable, logical and 

legal objections to evidence and procedures. Maupin, as the judge ruled on motions and 

objections and could have easily ended the impeachment simply by ruling correctly on 

objections made by Pleben, before the outgoing Council members voted to impeach 

Paul.   
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He didn’t and instead he continually said, “Your objection is overruled, Mr. Pleben.”  

Once and a while Pleben would force him to change his statement by making several 

objections at once, forcing Maupin to say, “Your objections are overruled, Mr. Pleben.  

 

It appeared to independent onlookers including many members of the media that 

Maupin was basically delivering rulings that his client, the outgoing city council led by 

Adam Paul hater, Councilman Matt Perrillo, wanted and were paying for.     

          

After the council impeached Paul, Pleben appealed the case to the circuit court. The 

first claim in Pleben’s petition to the court was that when the impeachment started new 

charges were filed against Paul, claiming Paul did not accept a subpoena.  Pleben cited 

city law allowing 15 days for the charge to be investigated by the defense once it is filed.  

Maupin denied the request to provide the 15 days.  Had he allowed the delay a new city 

council would have been seated and there would not have been enough votes to 

impeach Paul.  

 

The circuit court judge ruled that Maupin’s ruling was unconstitutional and so violated 

Paul’s basic rights that he threw out the entire impeachment and did not bother to rule 

on the other points brought out in Pleben’s complaint. Paul was ordered reinstated as 

mayor of Ellisville.       

 

Here is the exact ruling of Judge David Vincent:  

  

ORDER AND JUDGMENT This matter is submitted to the Court on petitioner Adam Paul's petition for 

administrative review. The parties stipulate to the facts involving the special counsel's amendment of 

resolution number 02-27-13-A, which was filed and delivered to the petitioner Adam Paul on the first 

day of the City Council's removal hearing. For clarification, the stay order and judgment issued on June 

10, 2013 was largely based on Paul's allegations in his motion to stay enforcement of the council's 

removal order. This Court Order, however, is based on the procedural improprieties of the amended 

resolution and whether the City Council's removal hearing was made upon unlawful procedure, in 

violation of § 536.140.2 (5) RSMo. As stipulated by the parties, the Court finds that at the beginning of 

the removal hearing on April 1, the special counsel amended resolution no. 02-27-13-A to add a new 

charge against Paul without prior notice to him. The added charge was "willfully failing to comply with a 

subpoena," an alleged City Charter violation. The removal hearing proceeded without giving Paul any 

time and opportunity to review the amended resolution. Based on these stipulated facts, the Court finds 

that Paul was improperly removed as Mayor by the City Council. The City Council violated Paul's 

procedural due process rights when the special counsel amended resolution no. 02-27-13-A by adding a 

new charge against Paul at the start of the removal hearing on April 1, 2013, effectively creating and 

delivering a new resolution against Paul without giving Paul any prior notice of the new charge or 

resolution against him. Paul was denied a continuance or time to consider the amended resolution. Also, 

this procedural violation invalidated the removal hearing. § 3.6 of the City Charter allows a "council 
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member affected," such as Paul, to request a hearing within five days after a resolution is delivered to 

him. Also, for apparently due process considerations, this section mandates that a removal hearing be 

held "not earlier than fifteen days nor later than thirty days after the request is filed." However, the City 

Council did not follow the procedural mandates of § 3.6 of the Charter when failing to continue the date 

of the removal hearing to allow Paul at least fifteen days to prepare a defense against the amended 

resolution. In this matter the City Council failed to follow the procedural protections explicitly set forth 

in § 3.6 of the Charter, thereby denying Paul basic due process. Under Missouri law, due process 

demands that a city council comply with its own ordinances in removing any city employee. Jones v. City 

of Jennings, 23 S.W.3d 801 (Mo. App. E.D. 2000); see also Collier v. Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer Dist., 

706 S.W.2d 894 (Mo. App. E.D. 1986) (due process requirement applicable to all administrative 

agencies). Therefore, the Court finds that the City Council's removal hearing violated Paul's due process 

rights and was made upon unlawful process. § 536.140.2 (5) RSMo. As a result of the Court's findings on 

this issue, the Court will not consider the other issues raised by petitioner in his petitioner for 

administrative review. Judgment ACCORDINGLY, petitioner Adam Paul's petition for administrative 

review is granted and sustained. Ellisville City Council Resolution No. 04-08-13 is hereby ordered 

reversed and petitioner Adam Paul is ordered reinstated to the office of the Mayor of the City of 

Ellisville. Respondents' motion to reconsider ruling on stay order, or, in the alternative, to clarify, as filed 

on June 11, 2013, is denied as moot. SO ORDERED: JUDGE DAVID LEE VINCENT III COPIES HANDED TO C. 

JOHN PLEBAN, JOHN MAUPIN AND JANE DUEKER 

 

SO MAUPIN WAS INVIOLVED IN ILLEGALLY REMOVING AN ELECTED OFFICIAL 

IN 2013. Is this really the person you want on the County Elections Board?  

 

Here is the link to my account of the Ellisville Impeachment including how I would have 

cast it as a major motion picture.   

 

http://johnhoffmann.net/ellisville_2.pdf 

 

 

John P. King:  King is a well known zoning and real estate attorney who is often 

hired by developers or large corporations trying to change zoning for a commercial 

project.  Whether it be a Quik-Trip a gas station at the Shop and Save in Kirkwood, or a 

new mall, King is often representing big business against local homeowners groups.  

 

http://johnhoffmann.net/ellisville_2.pdf
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That was not exactly the case in May of 2008. King was representing a convicted drug 

dealer who was running “internet investment” companies that were receiving numerous 

complaints to the attorney general’s office and in courts as being frauds.  

 

King represented Brian Marchant-Calsyn who bought a house at 1761Topping Road 

and an empty lot next door. Combined the property was slightly under 5 acres. 

Marchant-Calsyn then put up a $150,000 wrought iron fence around the property and 

wanted to install a gate across a shared driveway. The neighbors objected to the 

location of the gate and the impact it would have on their property and hired a lawyer, 

John Borbonus to represent them. 

 

King sent a SLAP letter to the neighbors through their attorney threatening them with 

expensive lawsuits if they continued to complain to Town and Country about his client.  

 

Here is part of King’s two page letter threatening residents (and voters) if they exercise 

their constitution rights and petition or complain to a local government body.  

 

“…if she pursues delay of building of this gate, and construction is delayed by one day due to (her) claims, 

you can rest assured that she too will be the focus of intense litigation that will not be abandoned until 

my clients are victorious.”  And 

 

“We would hope that you communicate the futility and cost that will be associated with your client’s 

insistence on attacking the Calsyn’s property rights.” And 

 

“The determination of my clients should not be underestimated.  They will not stop until they have 

prevailed in these matters.”  And 

 

“Please indicate by letter to the Town & County City Council meeting that your clients will not continue 

these attacks.  Otherwise we will prepare accordingly.” 

 

Signed…John P. King, Lathrop & Gage  

 

King’s action of threatening my constituents so outranged me as an alderman that I filed 

a complaint with Office of chief Disciplinary Counsel.  I’m sure nothing came of it, but it 

was something I felt needed to be done:  

 

Here is a copy of the complaint. 

 

John W. Hoffmann 

13309 Manor Hill Road 

Town and Country, Missouri 63131 
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(314) 835-0751 

E-Mail: johnhoffmann@charter.net 

jhoffmann@erols.com 

 

 

May 31, 2008 

 

Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel 

3335 American Ave 

Jefferson City, MO 65109 

 

RE:  Complaint against Attorney John P. King of Lathrop & Cage 

        Address  7701 Forsyth Blvd Suite 400  Clayton MO 63105 

        Violation of Rule 4-4.4 Respect of Rights of Third Persons 

 

         Violation of Rule 4-8.4 Misconduct    

 

Dear Madam or Sir:  

 

I am an Alderman in Ward 2 of Town and Country, Missouri, a fourth class city in St. Louis County.  In the 

course of my elected position a number of residents have contacted me concerning a permit the City of 

Town and Country issued to a resident, Brian Marchant-Calsyn, at 1761 Topping Road and a pending 

request for a Conditional Use Permit for a gate attached to the fence.  

 

Two of the property owners who contacted me had also hired an attorney, Mr. John Borbonus, to 

represent them before the City of Town and Country to ensure that proper interpretation of the city 

code was used when issuing the fence permit and further to represent them before the Board of 

Aldermen at a public hearing regarding the gate. 

 

Mr. Marchant-Calsyn is represented by attorney John P. King of the Lathrop & Cage law firm of Clayton, 

Missouri.  

 

A public hearing was scheduled before the Board of Aldermen of Town and Country on Tuesday May 27, 

2008 regarding the Conditional Use Permit of the Gate.  

 

In a letter dated May 22, 2008 to attorney John Borbonus, on letterhead of attorney John P. King and 

under a signature of John P. King, Ms. Godding and Mr. And Mrs. Baer, all residents, of Ward 2 in Town 

and Country were threatened with prolonged and costly legal litigation.  

 

These citizens have never made any overtures of taking an action against Mr. King’s client.  They do not 

question that Mr. King’s client has a right to a fence and the right to request a gate.  Their only interest 

is to protect their property rights by making sure the city followed all of its laws concerning the location 

mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net
mailto:jhoffmann@erols.com
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and size of the fence and gate.  The only letter by their attorney was directed to the Town and Country 

Planning Director with a copy to Mr. King as a courtesy.   

 

Page 2 

Complaint re: John P. King 

5/31/08 

 

I have attached a copy of Mr. King’s letter in which he threatens repeatedly both directly and indirectly 

the citizens with costly legal action if the do not stop their “attacks” on his client.  Again these citizens 

have raised no concern of legal action toward Mr. King’s client and through their attorney have only 

questioned the actions of the City of Town and Country in these matters. 

 

Mr. King further requested that these citizens in writing prior to the scheduled Public Hearing on May 

27, 2008 state they will discontinue the “attacks.”   

 

Mr. King is clearly attempting through the use of threats to keep citizens of Town and Country and the 

State of Missouri from exercising their rights of free speech and to contact and petition their elected 

government concerning their property rights.  This attempt to me is both disgusting and chilling.   

 

I request that you review Mr. King’s letter and his actions and take appropriate action.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Hoffmann  

 

Encl:  

 

Copy of Letter May 22, 2008 from John P. King citizens through attorney John Borbonus 

Copy of Town and Country Board of Aldermen Agenda for May 27, 2008 

Copy of Letter May 15, 2008 from attorney John Borbonus to the City of Town and Country          

Signed Complaint form 

 

 

DO WE REALLY WANT A PERSON WHO THREATENS CITIZENS IF THEY PURSUE 

THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS ON THE ELECTION BOARD?      

 

If anyone would like a complete copy of the letter please email me and I’ll get it right to 

you.   
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 What to do?  You could contact members of the Missouri Senate Gubernatorial 

Appointments Committee and suggest they has to be two better candidates than Mr. 

Maupin and Mr. King for our elections board.  
 

Tom Dempsey, 23rd, Chairman Ron Richard, 32nd, Vice-Chairman  

 Brad Lager, 12th 

 John Lamping, 24th 

 Brian Munzlinger, 18th 

 Rob Schaaf, 34th  

 Eric Schmitt, 15th  

 Shalonn "Kiki" Curls, 9th  

 Paul LeVota, 11th  

 Jamilah Nasheed, 5th  

Here is the Senate website link to contact them: 
 

  http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/comm/guap.htm 

 

FOLLOW THE MONEY:  Concerning these two ill advised nominations, I listened 

the great political call of “Follow the Money” when trying to figure out something illogical 

in politics.  After spending an exciting three hours going through Gov. Nixon’s campaign 

contributors for the last two years I found a possible trail to John P. King. While King did 

not give Nixon any money himself, the Law firm where he is a senior partner, Lathrop 

and Gage coughed up $10,000 to the Nixon campaign in 2012. Plus four attorneys with 

Lathrop and Gage gave another $2,750 to Nixon.     

 

Maupin and his small law firm had no money going to Nixon. We can only hope that 

Nixon nominated Maupin as a joke.     

 

We found some other interesting things in Nixon’s campaign contributor list that we will 

write out in our next newsletter.    

 

 

MEDIA WATCH:  TV Reporters Who Don’t Know Where They Are:  Julian Johnson 

was hired by KMOV in September of 2013.  He had been working at a TV station in Fort 

Myers, Florida. On Sunday January 5, Julian Johnson was reporting from the MoDOT 

Motorist Assist and Maintenance facility on Salt Mill Road located in Town and Country 

however he was saying he was in Chesterfield and the graphics on the screen claimed 

he was in Chesterfield.   

 

http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem23.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem32.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem12.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem24.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem18.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem34.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem15.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem09.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem11.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/members/mem05.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/14info/comm/guap.htm
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On the same day Betsy Bruce was reporting from the MoDot Traffic Management 

Center she was correctly saying she was in Town and Country and the graphics 

indicated that she was in Town and Country.  The next day KTVI’s Rebecca Roberts 

was in the lobby of the same building as Betsy had been the night before but claimed 

she was reporting from Chesterfield. Did the MoDot Traffic Management Center move a 

mile west overnight?  No! 

 

Betsy has been reporting TV news in St. Louis since 1971 and knows where she is at.  

Roberts has been here 15 months and Johnson four months…they clearly don’t know 

where they are at.  

 

        
Betsy knows where she it at.  Rebecca and Julian don’t have a clue! 

 

MEDIA WATCH II:  Having worked at a lot of jobs that required you to show up 

regardless of the weather (disc jockey, cop, fire investigator, newspaper copy desk,  

traffic news editor) it was nice to have three days at home during the last big snow and 

freeze.  One thing I looked forward to by Tuesday was the 4:30 broadcast of Jeopardy 

on KSDK.  

 

However, when the show started, my wife and I said the same thing…”Hey this was 

yesterday’s show.”  My wife then commented, “At least we should know a few more of 

the answers today.”  

 

I went to the computer and sent two emails to KSDK, since the phone lines were busy.  

The first went to the programming department: 

 

From: John Hoffmann [mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 07, 2014 4:35 PM 

To: 'comments@ksdk.com' 

Subject: News first viewers last 

You are playing yesterday’s Jeopardy!  Thanks a lot. 
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The second went to the News Department News Tip email site.  

 

From: John Hoffmann [mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 07, 2014 4:36 PM 

To: KSDK-NEWS 

Subject: Newstip from ksdk.com 

 

Here’s a news tip.  The idiots at KSDK are showing yesterday’s Jeopardy! That should lead the 5 o’clock 

newscast.  Ch 5 Where the News comes first and the viewers come last! 

And the reply: 

 

Idiots?  Thanks for the nice note.   

Ed Rich 

Assignment Desk Manager 

KSDK TV  

1000 Market St. 

St. Louis, MO.  63101 

erich@ksdk.com 

@ksdked 

 

MEDIA WATCH III:  Bill Beggs of Town and Style Magazine once again proves he 

doesn’t know jack about West County and is happy to prove it week after week in his 

column.  

 

In the latest edition of Town and Style under the logo of the City of Ballwin, Missouri he 

has placed Queeny Park which is located in unincorporated St. Louis County, served by 

the Des Peres Post Office and surrounded on three sides by Town and Country. To the 

west the next closest city to Queeny Park beside Town and Country is Manchester.  

West of Manchester is the city of Ballwin. 

 

Beggs then talks about how the West County EMS & Fire Protection District firefighters 

practice ice and cold water rescues on a lake in Queeny Park.  WCEMSFPD does 

served Queeny Park. However anything in the City of Ballwin is covered by the Metro 

West Fire Protection District.  Beggs continues to prove he doesn’t know anything about 

West County.  

 

mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net
mailto:erich@ksdk.com
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Don’t Believe anything under this guy’s photo in Town and Style Magazine.  

 

MEDIA WATCH IV: WHO IS MISSING?  The 2013 inductees to the St. Louis 

Media Hall of Fame were announced last week. Joe Holleman had the list post on 

StLToday.com. 

 

  http://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/columns/joe-holleman/stl-media-hall-of-fame-

inducting-new-members/article_f7d54139-27e2-5833-8426-30b209d0e65f.html 

 

Check the Hall of Fame website (Warning if you are a longtime St. Louisian be prepared 

to spend at least 30 minutes.) 

 http://www.stlmediahistory.org/ 
 

This caused me to go through the list of people in the Print, Radio and the TV Hall of 

Fames and wonder why a certain number of people were not included.  Actually I also 

wondered how a couple of them were included.  

 

Still Missing:  Print: 
 

Bill McClellan:     A number of McClellan’s contemporaries are already in the print Hall 

of Fame.  Why he is not is beyond me. McClellan came to town well over 30 years ago 

and within five years he became the Mike Royko of St. Louis.  Bill is one of the best 

newspaper columnists in the country but is not in the St. Louis Newspaper Hall of Fame.  
 

 Al HIrschfeld:  The Hall of Fames lists include several people who were born here but 

never worked in St. Louis media.  For instance Dave Garroway, the original host of the 

Today Show went to University City High School and then Washington University.  But 

he never worked in St. Louis.  His first media job was in Pittsburgh. Eugene Field’s 

media jobs were outside of St. Louis. Robert Guillaume was born in St. Louis and went 

to college at St. Louis U and Washington U.  He never had a media job in St. Louis.  

Garroway, Field and Guillaume are in the Hall Of Fame.  
 

Hirschfeld was born on Kensington Avenue, just a few doors from the Smith residence, 

whose house and family was the basis for the movie, “Meet Me in St. Louis.” For over 

70 years his drawings appeared in the New York Times and The New Yorker Magazine. 

http://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/columns/joe-holleman/stl-media-hall-of-fame-inducting-new-members/article_f7d54139-27e2-5833-8426-30b209d0e65f.html
http://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/columns/joe-holleman/stl-media-hall-of-fame-inducting-new-members/article_f7d54139-27e2-5833-8426-30b209d0e65f.html
http://www.stlmediahistory.org/
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He left St. Louis to go to art school in New York. He for years he had people across the 

country closely combing his drawings trying to find the number of times he included his 

daughter Nina’s name in the sketch.           

           
A self portrait.                                               A drawing of another St. Louisian, Arthur Ashe.   
 

TELEVISION:  
 

Ed Macauley:  From the St. Louis Hawks and the Basketball Hall of Fame Ed was the 

first jock-sports director at a local television station.  Macauley was the sports director at 

the third place KTVI in the 1960s.  Easy Ed led the way for an always uncomfortable 

Sonny Randle from the football Cardinals to be in front of the camera at KSD and later 

quarterback Tim Van Gelder at KMOV.    

   
Easy Ed as a young St. Louis hawk.                            A KTVI poster featuring Macauley along with Charlotte Peters  

                                                                                         who had just moved her noon variety show from KSD to KTVI.  
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Jay Randolph …The son of West Virginia Senator Jennings Randolph, Jay was the 

sports director at KSD/KSDK for 21 years.  He also was the television voice of the 

baseball Cardinals for 17 years and then another four seasons from 2006-to-2010. 

(Many thought he was not very good at baseball play by play.)  In the 1970s Randolph 

had NBC network assignments doing NFL football games and PGA golf.   

 

 Jay Randolph 

 

Ron Jacober:  Ron worked as the second banana behind Randolph at KSD.  He had a 

highly praised 30-minute taped pregame before all the Cardinal TV games in the 1970s. 

He seemed to be a natural to do Cardinal TV Play by Play But it was in 1969 when the 

Cardinals fired Harry Caray as their play-by play voice that was a turning point in 

Jacober’s career. Carary held a press conference about his firing at the Busch’s Grove 

restaurant and Jacober had a fairly long private interview with him.  Throughout the 

interview Harry was holding and drinking from a can of Schlitz beer. The legend has it 

that August Busch, Jr. was not happy about the interview and blocked Jacober from 

doing Cardinal TV play-by-play.  

 

Jacober is in the St. Louis Radio Hall of Fame for his work at KMOX after leaving KSD, 

but for the quality of his taped baseball shows and his Caray post-firing interview he 

deserves to be in the TV HOF too.   

 

          
Ron Jacober                       Harry Caray about 14 years before the Schlitz can interview  
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RADIO: 

 

Bill Calder:  This year the Radio Media HOF is inducting Jeremy Lansman, who ran 

KDNA out of a house in Gaslight Square from 1969 to1972 is being inducted in the 

Radio HOP this year. I worked for Jeremy at KDNA for 2 ½ years and have some 

wonderful stories.  

 

Bill Calder was in St. Louis for three years straight before coming back several times. 

He had a big impact in St. Louis radio from 1967 to 1970.  

 

He started in St. Louis at KWK, a station that was competing with KSD and KMOX. 

KWK was being run by a consortium of companies that were all attempting to obtain 

KWK’s license that had been pulled by the FCC after a fraudulent contest back when 

KWK was a top-40 station competing with WIL and KXOX.  

 

Calder was so popular doing afternoon drive he was hired by KSD where he was 

promptly put in the 3pm-to-6pm drive show. His popularity increased to the point he was 

affecting KMOX’s afternoon ratings.  

 

Bob Hyland the general manager of KMOX did something about losing ratings to 

Calder.  He hired him for a lot of money and put him on in the evenings when there 

weren’t hockey or baseball games on the air.  Calder basically disappeared.  However it 

was an amazing three years. He went from St. Louis to a station in New York.  All in all 

he worked at 47 different radio stations between 1957 and 1990, making the three years 

in St. Louis as one of his longer stays in one city.  When I was 15 I got a call and asked 

if I could fill in and baby sit at Calder’s house on Berry Road Park in Glendale. I jumped 

at the chance.  Once the kids were asleep I spent three hours looking at his record 

collection.    

  

 Bill Calder 
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TAXES SOAR THEN MY FAVORITE STOP IN LIBRARY IS ELIMINATED:  I 

mentioned in our last newsletter how despite seeing my house lose assessed valuation 

my overall tax bill went up thanks to the new Library tax, which went up 37.5%. 

 

I have to admit that I’m a regular customer at the County Library Headquarters on 

Lindbergh.  The staff there is super and always helpful.  I’m currently reading a series of 

lawyer/cop mysteries and when I’m halfway done with the book I’m reading, I order the 

next one online and by the time I’m return one book the next book is waiting for me to checkout.  

 

When arriving at the library one of my first stops has been the book shelves to east of the 

checkout desk.  That is where donated and surplus books and magazines are put up for sale.  

Former bestsellers were just one or two dollars.  A current bestseller might be as cheap as $4.  

 

Now the Library is no longer offering books for sale at the main library, where you can pick them 

up, read the liner notes, check and copyright date and the book’s condition.  

 

The St. Louis County Library now gives these books to Thriftbooks.com which sells the books 

online and splits the money with the library. Books that had been $2 are $3.97.  This struck me 

as a bad PR move.  Every time I’m at the library the computer section is filled up with people 

who don’t have computers.  There are often as many as two dozen people on computers. If you 

don’t have a computer, the chances are you are not going to be buying stuff online. It seems as 

if the library has cut these people out of buying books.  

 

One librarian agreed with me to a point, but pointed out that the library staff does not have the 

time to research the value of donated books and may slap a $2 price sticker on a book worth 

$100. 

       
Empty shelves that used to hold books for sale.         The computer section of the library, full as usual.     
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MUSIC:  They Say It’s Your Birthday:  St. Louis Jazz trumpet icon Jim Manley was 

playing at the One-19 in Kirkwood on January 4 from 9pm to midnight. The TV 

weathercasters who all appeared to be on the payrolls of Schnucks and Dierbergs had 

predicted the heavy snow would start falling at 9 o’clock.  They were off by over six 

hours. 

 

This was also Manley’s 60th birthday.  Despite dire predictions of snow there was a 

pretty good turnout of area musicians.  From St. Charles educator and jazz saxophonist 

Larry Johnson was there, as was well know jazz pianist and adjunct professor Carolbeth 

True.  Retired high school band director and area musician Ben McDavid made it.  From 

Maryville Illinois the Rev. Scott Stanifer, a trumpet player and vocalist with the local 

band Fantasy.  From Ballwin, sax player Ray Folmer was there when we arrived at 

9:10.  Finally from Chesterfield jazz vocalist Joe Mancuso arrived around 11pm. 

   
Birthday boy Jim Manley on trumpet, Larry Johnson on sax and Arthur Toney on the keyboard.(Left) Larry 

Johnson and Carolbeth True starts things off after a break giving the birthday boy a breater. (right) 

  

THIS WEEK AT SASHA’S: Wednesday at Sasha’s on DeMun in Clayton.  
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Russ Macklem in town from Toronto for a wedding stopped by.  Andy Schiefelbein plays a plastic 

trombone. 

 

AN AFTER-CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS STORY:   Here is a story from Lincoln, 

Nebraska by Peter Salter of the Lincoln Journal Star that might make you think it is still 

Christmas time.  

 

 Lincoln waitress receives the tip of a lifetime 

        

 

Photoes by MORGAN SPIEHS/Lincoln Journal Star 

Abigail Sailors, 18, doesn't have to worry as much about paying for college after one of her 

Cracker Barrel customers gave her much more than a 20 percent tip after his lunch Thursday. 

January 05, 2014 6:00 pm  •  By PETER SALTER / Lincoln Journal Star 

(48) Comments 

 

http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/journalstar.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/e/af/eafeb708-b843-5228-b825-8518bcd3a93b/52c88937d3505.preview-620.jpg
http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/journalstar.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/e/af/eafeb708-b843-5228-b825-8518bcd3a93b/52c88937d3505.preview-620.jpg
http://journalstar.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=By%20PETER%20SALTER%20%2F%20Lincoln%20Journal%20Star
http://journalstar.com/news/local/lincoln-waitress-receives-the-tip-of-a-lifetime/article_23f4f201-2b5c-5393-985f-4b7b12ea3d81.html#comments
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Follow the Journal Star on Twitter 

The Cracker Barrel customer had a checkbook, and what he wrote in it after lunch Thursday 

would make his happy server even happier, but first he and his friend had a few questions. 

They asked the hostess: Can you give us your grumpiest server? We want to make them laugh. 

Sorry, the hostess said. Nobody grumpy here. I’ll seat you with our happiest. 

At Table 222, they asked Abigail Sailors for the special -- turkey and dressing -- and for eggs and sausage. 

Then they asked the 18-year-old why she was so happy. 

And over the course of their meals, she told them. 

About her childhood. The youngest of five from Falls City was just 7 months old when her parents 

crashed their car on the back roads to St. Joseph, Mo. Her mother never fully recovered from her brain 

injury, and her father wasn’t fit to be a father. 

They were scattered to three foster homes, then reunited under the same roof. They endured abuse 

there for years, said Abigail’s older sister, Sydnie Murphy. That foster father is still in prison. 

“All the horror stories you hear about foster care,” Sydnie said, “we lived through it.” 

The state split them again -- some to other homes, Abigail and Sydnie and a brother eventually to their 

father’s house. But then he was arrested for abuse, too. 

They didn’t find real stability until about nine years ago, when John and Susi Sailors took them in. And 

kept them. And raised them. And loved them like they love their own five children. 

“It’s a great home, great people, amazing,” said Abigail, who took their last name. “I don’t know how I 

would have turned out if I didn’t have them. They shaped the person I am today.” 

Abigail still sees her birth mom. In fact, she and Sydnie were picking her up at her rehabilitation home in 

Omaha and taking her out for pizza Thursday night. 

After she talked about her past, Abigail told her customers about her future. Which was on hold. She 

had just finished her first semester at Trinity Bible College in North Dakota, where she’s studying youth 

ministry and psychology. 

But she’s paying her own way, and didn’t have enough money for the spring semester. So she was 

saving her wages and tips to add to her financial aid, and planned to return next fall. She was thinking 

about taking online courses until then. 

https://twitter.com/JournalStarNews
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“She’s always been a good worker and paid her own bills and saved her money,” her foster father said. 

“She’s a great girl. It’s amazing where she is from, what she’s been through.” 

And that -- all of that -- was why she was so happy, the server told her customers. 

Her life could be worse. But it isn’t. 

“I’m just thankful. Everything we went through, my attitude is: God blessed me with a lot of things. I’m 

doing good. That’s all that matters to me.” 

The customers -- one older, one middle-aged -- kept asking questions. Abigail kept answering. She didn’t 

know them. They weren’t regulars at the north Lincoln restaurant. She did learn they were from 

Nebraska, and she learned their names, but didn’t feel right sharing them. 

When the men were finished eating, one told her he had graduated from Trinity. 

He opened his checkbook. 

He wrote one check to the college for $5,000, for her tuition. 

He wrote one check to her for $1,000, for whatever she needed. 

He left a $100 tip she split with another server. 

And Abigail, who’d felt like she already had so much, now had even more. 

“I couldn’t believe it. I tried to thank them, and they said, ‘thank God.’” 

Reach Peter Salter at 402-473-7254 or psalter@journalstar.com. 

 

 

CARTOONS: 
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From Charlotte Peter’s son: 
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