
2020 Chesterfield Finance Commission Part 1 

 

THE FINANCE & ADMIN MEETING HELD AT CITY HALL WITH NO VIDEO FOR THE 

PUBLIC:  September 22, 2020 meeting. 

 

Here is a brief overview from Councilwoman and Chair of the Finance & Admin 

Commission Barb McGuinness.  

 

Mike G's talk was basically....there's now a structural problem with the way the 

city is funding services. As you know.....most everything we do is funded by sales 

taxes......which was fine for 30 years since incorporation when folks were 

generating those dollars by shopping in physical brick and mortar stores.....(like 

the Valley and Chesterfield Mall).    

 

But people have changed their buying habits.........switching to the internet and 

online sales in droves.  The city receives absolutely zero revenue from online 

sales.  Even something like folks switching to cell phones from land lines has 

affected revenue.....the city receives funds from land lines....but not from cell 

phones. 

 

So things have changed.......and the question is..."what are we going to do about 

it".  Obviously......if the city is going to provide police for our safety and security, 

parks and activities for our quality of life and public works like snow plowing and 

street/sidewalk replacement and repair.....these things cost money.....and 

....unlike the Federal Gov.....the city can't print money.   

 

Nobody 'avoided' 2020 in my opinion.....it's not done yet....and covid just made 

things worse anyway 

 

Here is our version from listing to a 3-hour audio recording of the meeting.    

 

This meeting started softly and then took a quick turn to the nasty supplied by Mayor 

Bob Nation. 

 

The first topic was how to award the Citizen of the Year 2020 to Mark Leach since the 

March 2020 awards ceremony and buffet were cancelled by the COVID-19 pandemic. 



 

Michael Moore:  You could hold it outside and have a meet and greet. (how 

do you have a meet and greet and keep social distance?) 

 

Barb McGuinness: We could have box lunches instead of a buffet. 

 

 Ben Keathley  It is better to wait 

  

 

 Mary Ann Mastorakos:  I wonder if we should even do it next year 

 

 

McGuinness:  Could we do it with the employee appreciation Christmas party? 

 

Moore:  It would take away from the employees’ awards. 

 

FINANCIAL AUDIT OF UTILITY TAXES:  This came up after City Administrator Mike 

Geisel discovered that Ameren UE was paying utility taxes for some property in 

Chesterfield to Ellisville.  After is was discovered the City of Ellisville forwarded the 

money to Chesterfield, but it left a lingering doubt about how many more misdirected 

taxes was Chesterfield missing. 

 

The staff narrowed their choice to two.  One from Chicago and Tri Stem in Dallas. Tri 

Stem wanted 40% contingency fee.  The committee voted to recommend to the council 

(which was all there) to hire Tri Stem.  

 



PAYING THE 2021 MUNICIPAL LEAGUE of METRO  ST. LOUIS DUES.  Here is 

where things got a little nasty.  The Municipal League now includes the City of St. Louis, 

not just most of the 88 cities in St. Louis County. The league reduced the membership 

dues for 2021 by 10% due to the dropped in sale taxes caused by the pandemic.  

Chesterfield was looking at paying $6,410. Here is how part of the discussion went: 

 

  Ben Keathley:  There are some things they have been adverse to us on.  I 

want to know if 2001 is going to be a year they are on our side? 

 

  Mayor Nation (with a raised voice):  Mr. Keathley you don’t know what 

you are talking about, for you to sit there and ask a question like that.  It is important to 

have a seat at the table. 

    Barb McGinness (Chair of Finance Commission):  (directed at Mayor 

Nation) We are all here to learn. He was simply asking a question. 

 

Ben Keathley:  I think it is a fair question before we pay money to an organization if 

they are looking out for our best interest. 

 

 Tom DeCampi:  I don’t believe they are our friends (Muni League).  I keep 

hearing “we have a seat at the table.” What good is a seat at the table?  I think they are 

still in favor of Better Together.  A seat at the table to discuss things?  We can do that 

anyway by calling people on the phone.  Shall we spare $6,400 to give out an opinion? 

 

 THE VOTE:  The Commission of McGuiness, DeCampi, Mastorakos and Moore voted. 

It was a 3-1 vote with DeCampi voting no. 

 



 RETAINING JEFFERSON CITY STATE CAPITAL LOBBYIST AND ADVISOR:  Next 

up was whether to renew a contract Gamble & Schlemeier for lobbying and advice on 

matters at the State House with $40,000 to be paid in month installments.   

 

 Mayor Nation:  I’m thoroughly frustrated with Jeff City. But I can’t blame it 

on Jeff Banks (employee of Gamble & Schlemeier assigned to Chesterfield). 

 

Mike Geisel, City Admin:  You can call him at 8 or 9 o’clock at night or on 

weekends and ask a question.  

 

  Tom DeCampi:  What have we really gotten?  We have two former 

councilmen who are State Reps.  We pay our City Attorney $200,000 a year (part time) 

who has contacts in Jeff City. 

 

I’m not convinced we need to spend $40,000.  Whose message are we telling him to 

take to Jeff City.  The Mayor’s or the taxpayers? The mayor supported a bill for an 

increase in gas (gasoline) taxes. 

 

Mayor Bob Nation: Two things. As far as the gas tax, Missouri has the lowest or 

second lowest. 

 

 Barb McGinness:  We like it like that. 

 

Tom DeCampi:  My point is we are asking the taxpayers to spend $40,000 on a political 

salesman in Jeff City. 

 

VOTE:  This was a 3-1 vote with DeCampi voting no. 

 



HIRING OF LAW FIRM ARMSTONG-TEASDALE  The issue was to hire outside law 

firm to deal with developments like Wildhorse Village and Chesterfield Mall wanting 

financing such as CID (Commercial Improvements District) or TDD (Traffic 

Development District.  Armstrong-Teasdale would be working and advising the city but 

would be paid by the developers requesting the tax incentives. (sales tax) 

 

This passed with little discussion.  

 

FINANCIAL LOSES:  Finance Director Jeannette Kelly gave a presentation of revue 

loses this year.  Of course prior to the pandemic there were loses in 2019 due to 

retailers leaving Chesterfield Mall and one of the Outlet Malls closing a section to build 

entertainment facilities.  Luckily she filed charts on the website. 

 

CHESTERFIELD DROP IN SALES TAX REVENUE A SERIOUS PROBLEM  This 

shows a 35% drop in revenue. 

 

 
 

SALES TAX:  (POOL) 

 



                            
 

 

Electric Utility Tax 

 

 
Gas Utility Tax 

 



 
 

 

Water Utility Tax 

 
      

Telephone Utility Tax 

 



 
 

 

 

Gasoline Tax 

 

 
 



Motor Vehicle Sales Tax 

 

 
 

Cigarette Tax 

 

 



 
 

Public Safety Prop P 

 

 
 



 
Parks Sales Tax 

 

 
 



 
 

Capital Improvement Sales Tax 

 
2020  YTD   Top Revenue producing   2019 YTD 



   

   
 

For over an hour City Administrator Mike Geisel put on a visual talk about revenue and 

services from 2014 to 2019.  He did not discuss the pandemic. Since I only had an 

audio recording of the meeting, I was glad my computer had 4-suite solitaire. 

 



Geisel need his talk saying, “We have a high level of services, but not as high as five 

years ago.” 

 

Mike Moore :  Looking at pursuing a property tax..  The second option is what 

do you do to reduce services and expenses” 

 

Moore than made a motion for the staff to look at other measures to raise revenue, 

including property taxes. 

 

Mary Ann Mastorakos: Look at increasing the utility taxes. 

 

     

 Mayor Nation:  Someone mentioned an entertainment tax. 

 

 Barb McGuinness:  All those in favor of the motion raise your hand.  Tom 

you didn’t raise your hand. 

 

 Tom DeCampi:  That is because I’m against it. 

 

The 3-hour, 1-minute meeting then ended. 

 

The were two members of the public in attendance.  There are normally 50-75 people 

who tune in a live or recorded video of council meeting.  I was told that it was the 



decision by Chairwoman Barb McGuinness not to have a live version or at least an 

audio version or recording of the meeting.  Residents upset about this might send some 

emails to City Hall or Barb about the fact it was unavailable to the public.  

 

 


