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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 215 AND CHESTERFIELD 160 

 

          
By John Hoffmann 

 

February 16, 2016 

 

 

VERY ACTIVE BURGLAR ARRESTED AFTER BREAKING INTO FRONTENAC 

HOME ON GEORGIAN ACRES OFF OF GEYER ROAD ON FEBRUARY 7.  As 

promised here is some follow up information on the arrest of Robert Delp, Jr. by the 

Frontenac Police, including the booking sheet and face sheet of the burglary report, but 

not the narrative. We will get that after there is a conviction in the case.   

 

When not in prison the Town and Country, Frontenac and Des Peres area have been 

favorite spots for Delp to hit.  I have to admit that Sunday evening and Super Bowl 

Sunday is an unusual time for a burglar to be hitting residential areas.  
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Delp refused to speak with Town and Country detectives about similar break-ins. Town 

and Country detectives believe Delp may be responsible for eight burglaries in Town 

and Country.  He had been arrested and charged for burglaries in Town and Country in 

2006 and 2011.  

 

Here are some of Delp's past arrests: 

 

Offense Date  Crime                Police Agency  Conviction date and Sentence  

 

06/07/11    Burglary  2nd          Clayton PD        PG 12/14/12    7 years Prison 

06/07/11    Stealing O/500        Clayton  PD       PG  12/14/12   7 years prison 

06/21/11    Burglary  2nd           Clayton PD        PG  12/14/12   7 years prison 

06/21/11    Burglary 1st             Clayton PD        PG  12/14/12  10 years prison 

06/21/11    Robbery 1st             Clayton PD        PG  12/14/12   10 years prison 

05/22/11    Burglary & Stlg         Town & Ctry      charges dropped in plea deal 

04/30/11    Burglary & Stlg         Town & Ctry      charges dropped in plea deal 

01/09/06    Stealing O/500         St Charles Co    PG  11/13/06    Probation 

                                                   Probation  Revoked  03/09/09     7 years prison 

12/28/05     Stealing O/500        Town & Ctry       PG  01/16/09     5 years prison 

12/28/05     Stealing O/500        Town & Ctry       PG  01/16/09     5 years prison 

12/20/05     Burglary 1st             Town & Ctry       PG 01/16/09      5 years prison 

11/07/05     Misd Drug Vio          St. Charles Co   PG  10/19/06     5 days in jail 

 

    

TOWN AND COUNTRY WITHOUT REGULAR CITY PROSECUTOR:  

Brian Malone, the Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O'Keefe attorney who has been the Town 

and Country prosecuting attorney since Keith Chung was fired after being disciplined by 

the Missouri Supreme Court is no more.  Malone is still around but he changed law 

firms and is now with Lashley-Baer.  
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Malone was always quick to drop moving violations to "Illegal Parking" as long of the 

defendant had spent money on a local lawyer.  In tracking DWI cases we found many  

examples of where defendants left court with no points after pleading guilty to DWI but 

receiving a No-Points No-Fine Probation and having Malone reduced the probable 

cause charge to "Illegal Parking." This left you and me underwriting drunk drivers' 

insurance since the DWI and other charge do not show up on their driving record so 

they are not hit with a rate increase. 

  

The Board of Aldermen have never appointed a prosecutor in the 10-years I have lived 

in T&C including the time I was on the Board of Alderman.  He is part of the package 

with the city attorney from Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O'Keefe.    It would be wise for a 

new BOA in after the April elections to have the guts to interview and appoint a city 

prosecutor.  But with all the old school people sitting on the dais it is likely to continue to 

be anything that the ethically challenged Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Stealer of a Widow's 

Property by Eminent Domain for an Underfunded Nightclub District Jon Dalton wishes 

leaving the BOA doing nothing. But I don't think it is a very good idea letting the long 

time law firm overseeing operations in of such stellar city courts as Ferguson, Velda 

City, St. Ann and other problem MUNIs to decide who is going to be the city prosecutor.       

 

RUMPOLE OF TOWN AND COUNTRY!  Filling in on cases sent to the Associate 

Circuit Court in Clayton and many nights at Municipal Court in Town and Country is Ed 

Sluys, a 2007 graduate of the Sheffield School of Law in England and then the 

Wisconsin Law School.  Despite having a clear British accent Sluys has not shown up in 

a powdered wig yet, but he is currently Rumpole of Town and Country.     

 

      
 

Actually we have done side by side photos in the past where Sluys with his glasses on 

looks a lot like fellow Brit John Oliver.  We can only hope that he has not picked up any 

bad habits of the others at Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O'Keefe such as recommending 

DWI defendants get No-Points and No-Fine probation terms and then REDUCE the 

original moving citation to "Illegal Parking" so a convicted drunk driver has ZERO points 

as Malone was famous and what Chesterfield, Creve Coeur and Ellisville Courts almost 

have a patent on.  
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TOWN AND COUNTRY RESIDENT FROM TOPPING WOODS ESTATES 

DRIVE SUED BY MSD  You normally see MSD lawsuits against homeowners for 

not paying their sewer bill coming out of North St. Louis and North County.  So it was a 

little unusual to see one filed against a Town and Country homeowner.  On January 26, 

2016 Gary Siegfried and his wife at 12817 Topping Woods Estates Court were sued by 

the Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District.     

 

     
 

Siegfried is currently on probation until January of 2017 on a DWI charge from 2012 

that was reduced from a Felony to a Misdemeanor when he pled guilty in 2015.   

 

He has 10 judgments for not paying State Taxes in the last five years with four of them 

still unsatisfied.  

 

LOOK AT THE NEW CITY LIMITS AFTER HWY 141 MOVED TO THE EAST.  PART 

OF WOODS MILL ROAD IN FRONT OF PARKWAY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL IS 

ACTUALLY IN TOWN AND COUNTRY. If you look closely at the aerial photo below for 

the purple line that goes through the middle of the photo you can see it take in all four 

lanes of Highway 141 under the Ladue Road Overpass and then go to the left and take 

into both sides of the road in front of the southern end of the Parkway School District 

and Parkway Central High School.  

 

That is the old city limit line separating Town and Country and Chesterfield. What is new 

is that Highway 141 was well to the west before MoDOT built a new limited access 4 

lane highway to east in Town and Country.       
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If you look at the NB Hwy 141 exit ramp onto Ladue Road, the green space is 

maintained by Chesterfield even through it is in Town and Country. There is even a 

Chesterfield City logo in the concrete paid by Chesterfield that is in Town and Country.  

 

When the road was built it was anticipated that the the boundary lines would be moved 

so the road would stay in Chesterfield.  Chesterfield Director of Services Mike Geisel 

blames lawyers but points the biggest blame at MoDOT for the city limit change not 

happening.  

 

"Have they (City of Town and Country) ever thanked use for doing the landscaping," 

asked Councilwoman Barb McGuinness at a recent Chesterfield Public Works and 

Planning Committee meeting. 

 

"No!  In fact they are upset about having the city emblem in their town," said Geisel.  
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The above vertical photo shows how the T&C City Limits cut back over Highway 141 

and then the highway is back in Chesterfield.  However if you look toward the top of the 

photo you will see another red box crossing all lanes of Hwy 141.  That is not the T&C 

city limits.  That small section of Hwy 141, both NB and SB lanes for a few hundred feet 

is in the City of Creve Coeur.  At the very top of the photo the lanes reenter 

Chesterfield.  
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THE FLEETING AMY ANDERSON:  Let's face it the monthly Ward-2 get together is all 

the work of Alderwoman Tiffany Frautschi. Anderson had served 15 months as 

Alderwoman and never held a Ward get together to pass along news and receive 

comments from constituents. Frautschi started them and at the first meeting last 

summer Anderson was absent fulfilling her duties as "The Belle of Beaver Island" where 

she spends 2 1/2 months a year in Michigan.  

 

At the latest morning chat Anderson was there long enough to introduce City Clerk 

Ashley McNamara and then Amy was off saying she had a business meeting (for the 

business she runs out of her house) to attend. She did open the meeting announcing to 

those who did not know that she was not going to be on the ballot this April as she was 

too busy with family, church (Christian Science Church) and her business to remain as 

an alderwoman.  But she added "I'm trying to stay involved with the Town Square task 

Force." 

 

I guess so since she has a clear interest in that as the boondoggle (eh, I mean project) 

is located next to her house.   

   Amy leaving the Longview House at the monthly Ward-2 morning 

meeting just as it is starting.   

 

An email for the March meeting was sent out on 02/11 and doesn't even mention 

Anderson.  Last year she missed meetings in March while out of town during "spring 

break." 

 

Ward 2 Forum on March 14th, 9:30 AM at the Longview Farmhouse with Tiffany Attorney Steve Garrett 

will be speaking on how indentures and City of Town and Country government interact.  
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MCNAMARA HAS EYES ON TOWN AND COUNTRY RECORD:   Ashley 

McNamara, who was hired as a police clerk when she was 19 in 2005 and is now the 

city clerk, told the full house in front of the Longview Farmhouse that she wanted to set 

the record for the longest tenured employee in the history of Town and Country.  

 

Ashley mostly talked about the Town and Country website and what information is 

available there and the "Transparency Portal."   

 

I had to mention after the talk that through no fault of Ashley's the exact salaries of city 

employees from the prior year are not there (just the ranges), the information sent to 

aldermen before meetings which Chesterfield has under "council packet" is not there, 

the warrant list (bills to be paid) is not there which Manchester posts on its site and of 

course Municipal Court cases are not there. 

 

   
 

Ashley did mention in her talk that she hoped to set the longevity record for city 

employees, hoping to have 41 years in when she hits retirement age at 60.  I believe the 

current record is 36-years held by former City Clerk Joan Klinghammer followed by 34-

years held by former Public Safety Director/Police Chief Skip Delmar, Police Officer Lee 

Volmert and Police Clerk Cleta Roberts.  

 

"I have all the makings for a lifer…police clerk and city clerk," exclaimed Ashley.      

 

Since I don't think I will still be producing this newsletter and website 30 years from now, 

we will have to depend on someone else checking to see if Ashley reaches her goal and  

breaks the record in 2037.  

 

NOTE TO CANDIDATES:   FIRST LEARN WHO THE ALDERPERSONS ARE 

BEFORE YOU SEND OUT EMAILS. 
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Here is an e-mail that Dr. Nan Kulkarni sent out looking for support in the upcoming 

April election against Lindsey Butler. 

 

From: Nan Kulkarni <nkulkarni916@hotmail.com> 

Subject: Ward 2 Alderman 

Date: February 10, 2016 at 11:07:20 AM CST 

Good Morning! 

 

Just wanted to let you know before it becomes public knowledge that I am running in the upcoming 

election on April 5 for the position of Ward 2 alderman. Amy Anderson,  one of the incumbents, will not 

be running this year as she has other commitments. However, I am running opposed. A few days after I 

filed, Lindsey Butler, the best pal of our other Ward 2 alderman Tiffany Barnes , filed to run in 

opposition. I would really like your help and support in fighting this election. May I  count on your active 

support in forming a campaign team, getting out the word and getting your friends in Ward 2 to come 

out on Election Day  and vote for me? Most of the time, only a handful of votes separate the winner 

from the loser. I will call you soon.  

 

Nan Kulkarni 

Trustee... Weston Place 

314 406 6643 

 

I'm not sure who Tiffany BARNES is and I don't know if Lindsey Butler is a friend of 

Tiffany BARNES.  But the other Ward 2 Alderperson is Tiffany FRAUTSCHI.  While 

Lindsey was Tiffany's campaign manager, I don't really know how close they are.  I do 

believe on some issues Lindsey and Tiffany could disagree. 

 

I have written that while Nan certainly is independent, others have told me they feel she 

is in the Mayor Dalton "fold."  I still think she would speak her mind without over thinking 

what she was about to say.  While Nan would be fun to cover, the conflict between 

"Greenie" Jon Benigas and Lindsey could be superior entertainment. 

 

Lindsey made her first impression around City Hall on the research she did showing 

what a waste of money it would be for the city to pass a Carbon Footprint research 

program.  (The number one location of high carbon output would be car exhaust along I-

64 and I-270 since T&C does not have any industrial areas. Why pay thousands of 

dollars for a study to tell you that?)    

mailto:nkulkarni916@hotmail.com
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 The proposal pushed by Benigas included the city spending $4,200 to join a U.N. group 

ICLEI (International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives).  Butler and then citizen 

Tiffany Frautschi did more research than anyone on the board which Amy Anderson 

and Linda Rallo used to kill the bill which never had a second reading.  

 

GETTING THE PALMER THIRD DEGREE:  Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Snatcher of 

Widow's Property and Business Jon Dalton nominated Jeff Rivas to serve on the 

Planning and Zoning Commission to fill a position after a member moved out of town.  

 

Rivas' address is a breath of fresh air.  He is from the "regular people" subdivision of 

Brook Mill. He admitted he joined his neighbors in being opposed to the 2015 request of 

Westminster Christian Academy to add lights and new sound systems to the football 

field that they agreed not to light when they built the field in 2009 .   

 

It is normal for a nominee to get a few softball questions from board members but Rivas 

got more than he should have had to answer on Monday night February 8.  Mayor 

Dalton was out of town and so was President Pro Tem Jon Benigas.  Fred Meyland-

Smith was running the meeting. He allowed town super gadfly and uber kook Mariette 

Palmer not just to speak but to grill Rivas.  

 

     
 

Rivas turned and faced Palmer who seemed to be a bit startled to have the chance to 

cross examine Rivas.  One of the five questions she quested him was if he knew the 

history of Town and Country.  She always wants someone to mention her husband's 

lawsuit against St. Louis County over zoning issues when the west half of the city was 

unincorporated. She acts as if that was the number one reason for people to vote to be 
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part of Town and Country.  The top reason was actually the lack of police presence and 

extremely long police response times from the County Police.  On busy weekend night 

often they would never respond to call for a suspicious car.  

 

The Palmer quizzing of Rivas made people uncomfortable enough that some looked 

away rather than looking at Palmer or Rivas.   

 

When Mariette was done the six aldermen voted to make Rivas the newest member of 

the P&Z Commission.  

 

THE ADDITION OF RIVAS DIDN'T HELP, THE FEBRUARY P & Z MEETING WAS 

CANCELLED FOR LACK OF A FORUM:  With a record of costing residents, future 

residents, businesses, developers and builders money the Town and Country Planning 

and Zoning Board did it again.  They cancelled the February meeting because of the 

lack of a quorum.  

 

Here is the problem.  Since they are not holding the meeting where there is a record of 

who is not showing up the public does not know which members are the problem only 

the staff knows.  But regardless people trying to get plans approved are forced to face 

delays and as we all know, time is money. Members of the P&Z Commission who have 

trouble making meetings need to resign or at least asked to resign by the mayor or 

alderpersons.     

 

Of course the number-one voting member who is a no-show for these meetings is 

Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Stealer of Widow's Business Jon Dalton.  Unfortunately the 

voters have not wised up and removed Dalton.  

    

   
Here is the February 18, 2015 P&Z Meeting that was cancelled when only three people 

showed up.  Among the missing is Dalton.  
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A NEW MEXICAN RESTAURANT COMING SOON MAYBE:  I was at the 

State License Office in the Des Peres Square Shopping Center and noticed a hole in 

the ground next to the old Casa Gallardo Mexican restaurant.  A portion of the old 

building was boarded up. 

  
 

I sent an email to the Des Peres Public Works and Planning Director Steve Meyer and 

got this answer: 

 

John, 
It's going to be Rosalita's, another Mexican restaurant.  Their original location 
is on Washington Avenue, Downtown, and they're looking to expand to 10 locations 
around St. Louis in the coming years.  They hope to open by Cinco de Mayo.  They 
appeared before both Planning & Zoning and the Board of Aldermen last year. 
 
Steve Meyer, PE 
Director of Public Works 
City of Des Peres 

 

I would say they have their work cut out for themselves if they open to be open by May 

5. They originally had planned to be open by Thanksgiving after receiving approval for 

the building project last July.   

 

This shopping center is tough for eateries or retail businesses as it can only be reached 

by traffic on east bound Manchester Road.  

 

All the four St. Louis area Casa Gallardo restaurants closed in February of 2012 after 

the parent company Real Mex (which was under bankruptcy protection) cited a soft area 

economy that was hurting business.  

 

There is currently a Rosalita's at 1235 Washington Avenue in St. Louis. 

 



17 

 

 
 

QUEENY PARK DOG PARK, BETTER LATE THAN NEVER: The Dog Park 

at Queeny Park was supposed to open in the spring of 2015 and then in the fall of 2015.  

It wasn't opn on New Year's Eve of 2015.  But it does appear to be closer to opening in 

2016.  Here is a map of the dog park: 

 

    
If you look closely at the map, there will be a driveway down to the park. 
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ART IN THE PARK:  Okay you decide.  I know some folks on the Town and Country 

Arts Commission will take great exception to this but let's compare the recent sculpture 

in the County Park's Queeny Park versus the one in Town and Country's Longview 

Park. 

 

  
Longview before black paint job                             City Hall 

 Queeny Park 

 



19 

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 17, 2016 

 

CLARIFICATION: Last week we wrote how tennis instructor Javier Pozo, convicted of 

statutory rape and sodomy of a student getting lessons at his Chesterfield home was a 

coach at Villa Duchesne.  We learned that he was not a coach, but a contractor 

providing lessons but not associated with the team.   

 

CHESTERFIELD RESIDENT ARRESTED AND CHARGED AS A 

CHESTERFIELD PERSISTENT DWI OFFENDER ARRESTED:   Rebeckah 

Lynee Hoover, 55, of 432 Willow Weald Path Chesterfield was arrested on 12/11/15 at 

11:13 PM on Baxter Road at August Hill by Chesterfield Police as a Persistent DWI 

offender.  Felony charges were issued on January 27, 2016.  Hoover's bond was 

$20,000. 

  
 

I was not able to determine when Hoover's prior 2 or 3 DWI arrests occurred, but she 

refused to take a breath test in connection with a DWI arrest in 2008. 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE DISCUSSES ADDING PRIVATE STREETS IN GATE 

SUBDIVISIONS TO SNOW PLOWING REIMBURSEMENT POLICY:  Chesterfield 

does not plow private non-city streets in subdivisions but does have a reimbursement 

policy where $162,000 budgeted can be split up between the subdivisions paying to 

plow their streets.  There is an exception to the policy and that is streets in gated 

subdivisions are not covered.  

 

It is estimated it would cost another $101,000 to provide similar reimbursements to 

gated subdivisions.  

 

"They are taxpayers too," said Councilwoman Barb McGuinness of the people in the 

gated communities inferring they should get financial support for snow plowing. 

 

Dan Hunt favored providing some money but maybe not $101,000. 

 

"We can add $50,000 and let them decide how the formula works. We should make 

provisions in the next budget (2017 budget)," said Hurt.  

 

Currently the city attorney and former city attorney have advised that providing such 

money for private streets is not proper.  The Missouri Attorney General's Office has 

declined to issue an opinion on the matter.  

 

"I think there is a real question if we should act on that now," said Councilman Barry 

Flachsbart.  

 

Futls warns against fooling the people. 

 

"If we move this to the Council and then find out we can't fund it after people planned on 

it, it would not be fair," said Councilwoman Connie Fults. 

 

NEW 10 HOME SUBDIVISION PLANNED ON WHITE ROAD: At the Planning and 

Public Works Committee meeting on February 4 a proposal for a new subdivision of 10 

homes on 8.3 acres on White Road was approved and sent to the full council. 
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COUNCILPERSONS GET PUSHBACK ON $30,000 FOR COMMUNITY GARDEN:  At 

the last Parks Committee Meeting they approved a "community garden" that is going to 

be built on land owned by Sach's Properties and is to be loaned to the city. The cost to 

build the garden area plus installation of water lines, fencing, trash cans, picnic tables 

and other items was going to cost $30,000.  

 

The measure passed 3-1 with Bruce DeGroot voting against it.  

 

"I hate to be against gardens, but I am," said DeGroot.  

 

Now Councilman Barry Flachsbart at the February 4 Planning and Public Works 

Committee stated he is hearing from residents. 

 

"I'm getting pushback from constituents on why the community gardens and how they 

should be restricted to people in apartments and condos. Homeowners have places for 

gardens," said Flachsbart.        

 

"I can't have a garden because the deer will jump the fence and eat everything," said 

Mayor Bob Nation who was attending the meeting. 
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Councilwoman Connie Fults put a different slant on a reason for community gardens. 

 

"It was as much about socialization to talk to each other and share the food at the end 

of the season," said Fults. 

 

Director of City Services Mike Geisel put the dollars and cents into sense.  

 

"Fees (charged to the gardeners) nowhere cover the costs it does not offset our costs in 

anyway," said Geisel.  

 

Bruce DeGroot than kind of mixed Rick Nelson and Lynn Anderson together. 

 

"I don't feel like spending $30,000 for a garden party," said DeGroot. 

    
She didn't promise a rose garden and he went to a garden party, something Bruce DeGroot doesn't want 

to pay for.  

 

Mike Geisel stated if they changed their minds now was the time to kill the bill for the 

garden that passed in January because in March the city will start construction on the 

garden to have it ready by May. There was no motion made to rescind the money. 

 

PUSH TO PUT SOMEONE ON LEVEE BOARD:  The Planning and Public Works 

Committee wants representation on the Monarch-Chesterfield Levee District. The 

councilpersons were pushing for Mike Geisel to join the board.  Geisel's plate is so full 

as Service Director over seeing everything but the Police and Finance Departments that 

he was pushing Public Works Director Jim Eckrich to take a seat the next time one is 

open on the board.   

 Jim Eckrich, Mike Geisel choice for being on the Levee District  

 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE CRIME BLOTTER:  Ladies and Gentlemen this is the city.  

The stories you are about to read are true. 
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CHESTERFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Media Report 
February 3, 2016 - February 9, 2016 

02/02/2016, 0900 
02/09/2016, 0830 14XXX STABLESTONE CT Fraud Credit Card 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's credit card information to make 
purchase. 
02/09/2016, 0550 
02/09/2016, 1440 2XX S WOODS MILL RD St. Luke's Hospital Property Damage to Vehicle 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject keyed victim's vehicle while parked in parking 
lot. 
02/06/2016, 1830 
02/06/2016, 2230 17XXX WILD HORSE CREEK RD Barat Academy Larceny over $500 
Person Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took victim's purses after they were left 
unattended in school office. 
02/08/2016, 1050 
02/08/2016, 1050 4X CHESTERFIELD MALL Macy's Larceny under $500 Shoplifting 
(Retail Store)Brief Narrative Description: 17 yo female concealed clothing and left store 
without paying. 
01/21/2016, 1600 
01/22/2016, 0900 14XXX RIALTO DR 203 Larceny over $500 from 
Residence Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took laptop and backpack from 
victim's apartment. 
12/14/2015, 1140 
12/14/2015, 1140 
2XX CHESTERFIELD INDUSTRIAL BLVD Hellbent Checks Insufficient Funds -Felony 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject passed insufficient funds check to business. 
02/08/2016, 1305 
02/08/2016, 1305 15XXX BLACK BIRCH DR Assault Common - Actual Assault 
Brief Narrative Description: 45 yo female choked victim after argument causing minor injuries. 
14 yo male then threatened 
subject. Referred to DFS. 
02/08/2016, 1310 
02/08/2016, 1310 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Encore Shoes Fraud Counterfeit Bills 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject gave victim counterfeit currency.  

02/08/2016, 1600 
02/08/2016, 1759 15XXX HARRISBERG CT Larceny under $500 from Residence 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took lamp from front of residence. 
02/05/2016, 2230 
02/05/2016, 2230 6XX CLAYMONT ESTATES DR Larceny under $500 from Residence 
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Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took security camera from front of residence, 
damaged mailbox in front lawn, and spray painted graffiti on side of garage. 
02/08/2016, 1932 
02/08/2016, 1932 1XX HILLTOWN VILLAGE CTR Schnucks Fraudulent Prescription 
Brief Narrative Description: 30 yo female attempted to fill fraudulent prescription for controlled 
substance. 
02/08/2016, 1300 
02/08/2016, 1300 3XX N WOODS MILL RD Parkway Central High School Drugs 
Possession - Misdemeanor Brief Narrative Description: 17 yo male in possession of 
marijuana while on school property. 
02/06/2016, 2100 EB I64 & CHESTERFIELD PKWY Assault Common - Actual Assault 
Brief Narrative Description: 69 yo male struck victim after argument causing no injuries. 
02/05/2016, 2130 
02/07/2016, 0700 3XX E CHESTERFIELD CTR Hyatt Larceny over $500 Person 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took ring from victim's purse after it was left 
unattended in hotel room. 
02/07/2016, 1125 
02/07/2016, 1125 4X CHESTERFIELD MALL Macy's Larceny over $500 Shoplifting 
(Retail Store) Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject grabbed clothing and ran out of 
store without paying. 
01/23/2016, 1200 
02/06/2016, 1800 14XXX CLAYTON RD Briarcrest Larceny under $500 from Person 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took prescription medication from victim's 
apartment. 
01/01/2016, 1200 
02/07/2016, 1553 15XXX MEADOWBROOK CIRCLE LN Burglary Residential - Garage 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's open garage and took a bicycle. 
02/05/2016, 0800 
02/06/2016, 0600 16XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD Hardee's Ice Complex Property Damage to 
Vehicle  Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle 
but unknown if anything was taken. 
02/06/2016, 0305 
02/06/2016, 0305 14XXX BROOK HILL DR Liquor Violation Minor in Possession 
Brief Narrative Description: 19 and 18 yo males in possession of alcohol after noise complaint 
violation. 
02/05/2016, 0800 
02/06/2016, 0600 16XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD Hardees Ice Complex Property Damage to 
Vehicle  Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle 
but unknown if anything was taken. 
02/05/2016, 0800 
02/06/2016, 0600 16XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD Hardees Ice Complex Property Damage to 
Vehicle Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle 
but unknown if anything was taken. 
02/05/2016, 1700 
02/06/2016, 1300 3XX LITTANY LN Property Damage to House  Brief Narrative 
Description: Unknown subject spray-painted graffiti on victim's residence. 
02/05/2016, 1700 
02/06/2016, 1300 14XXX CORALLIN DR Property Damage City Property 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject spray-painted graffiti on street in front of 
residence. 



25 

 

02/06/2016, 1445 
02/06/2016, 1500 18XXX OUTLET BLVD Sunglass Hut Larceny under $500 Shoplifting 
(Retail Store)  Brief Narrative Description: 25 yo male concealed sunglasses and left store 
without paying. 
02/06/2016, 2011 
02/06/2016, 2011 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Hannoush Jewelers Larceny over $500 
Shoplifting (Retail Store)  Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject grabbed jewelry and 
ran out of store without paying. 
02/06/2016, 2232 
02/06/2016, 2232 I64 HWY E & CHESTERFIELD PKWY Liquor Violation Minor in 
Possession Brief Narrative Description: 16 yo male in possession of alcohol after being 
stopped for a traffic violation. 
02/06/2016, 1835 
02/06/2016, 2300 17XXX WILD HORSE CREEK RD Barat Academy Property Damage to 
Vehicle  Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle 
but did not take anything from inside. 
02/04/2016, 2201 
02/04/2016, 2201 10XX GREYSTONE MANOR PKY Violation of Ex-Parte/Full Ord Full 
Order Brief Narrative Description: 74 yo male violated the conditions of a court order of 
protection by contacting victim via social 
media. 
02/05/2016, 0800 
02/05/2016, 0800 17XXX WILD HORSE CREEK RD Assault Common - Actual Assault 
Brief Narrative Description: 46 yo male pushed victim after argument causing no injuries. 

02/01/2016, 0227 
02/01/2016, 1330 9XX CHESTERFIELD CTR Chili's Fraud Credit Card Brief Narrative 
Description: Unknown subject used victim's credit card information to make purchases. 
02/04/2016, 1545 
02/05/2016, 0730 457 WOODS MILL Property Damage Religious Organization Aish Hatorah 
Center of Jewish Studies Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject spray painted graffiti 
on building. 
02/05/2016, 1129 
02/05/2016, 1129 8XX LONDON LN Fraud Identity Theft 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's information to open up loan 
account. 
02/05/2016, 1552 
02/05/2016, 1552 15XXX HESTER ST Animal Bite Dog 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown dog attacked victim's dog in front of victim's residence. 
Other dog located and turned 
over to animal control. 
02/05/2016, 1735 
02/05/2016, 1800 18XXX OUTLET BLVD Burlington Coat Factory Larceny over $500 
Shoplifting (Retail Store) 
Brief Narrative Description: 17 yo female concealed clothing and left store without paying. 
02/05/2016, 2120 
02/05/2016, 2120 15XXX HIGHCROFT DR Property Damage to Vehicle  Brief Narrative 
Description: 17 yo male ran his vehicle into the victim's vehicle after argument with victim's 
daughter. 
02/04/2016, 0933 
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02/04/2016, 0933 
OAKLAND HILLS DR & ORANGE HILLS DR (S) Drugs Possession - Misdemeanor 
Brief Narrative Description: 18 and 14 yo males and 16 yo female in possession of marijuana 
and paraphernalia after suspicious vehicle check. 14 and 16 yo's also truant from school. 
02/04/2016, 1050 
02/04/2016, 1050 1XX PORTICO DR Green Trails Elementary Assault Common - Actual 
Assault Brief Narrative Description: 9 yo male pushed victim after argument causing minor 
injuries. 
01/25/2016, 0800 
02/04/2016, 0800 15XXX SOUTH OUTER 40 RD Larceny under $500 Business  Brief 
Narrative Description: Unknown subject took two animal traps and damaged a third on 
business property. 
02/04/2016, 1530 
02/04/2016, 1700 6XX BROADMOOR DR H Burglary Residential - Home  Brief Narrative 
Description: Unknown subject broke rear door of apartment and took electronics. 
02/04/2016, 1745 
02/04/2016, 1745 14XXX CLAYTON RD 24 Hour Fitness Larceny under $500 from Person 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took lock and money from victim's locker. 
02/04/2016, 2235 
02/04/2016, 2235 14XX WINDGATE WAY LN Liquor Violation Minor in Possession  
Brief Narrative Description: Two 18 yo males were found to be in an intoxicated condition 
after sick case call. One of the subjects also in possession of a fake ID. 
02/02/2016, 0800 
02/02/2016, 1545 7XX HAWKMOUNT CIR A Burglary Residential - Home 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject forced open rear door of residence and took a 
ring. 
02/02/2016, 1630 
02/03/2016, 1100 6XX THUNDERBIRD CT Larceny under $500 from 
Residence  Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke off padlock in apartment 
storage area and took a power tool. 
01/30/2016, 1200 
01/30/2016, 1400 1XX LONG RD McDonalds Larceny over $500 Person  Brief Narrative 
Description: 18 yo female took cell phone from office while victim was working. 
12/21/2015, 1200 
01/26/2016, 1200 2XX S WOODS MILL RD 630N St. Luke's Fraudulent Prescription 
Brief Narrative Description: 34 yo female called in fraudulent prescription to pharmacy. 

02/03/2016, 2031 
02/03/2016, 2031 17XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD Amercian Eagle Larceny under $500 
Shoplifting (Retail Store) Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subjects concealed clothing 
and left store without paying. 
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THE HOT STOVE LEAGUE:  This isn't really a baseball 

story, but a story of determination to reach a goal.  It is a story about success despite 

the system making it as difficult as possible to obtain.   This one is long article but it is 

worth the read.  

 

RICK SHORT:  A .400 HITTER   Rick was one of the nicest guys I covered in nine 

years and someone even jaded sportswriters would actually root for. Despite being 6-

foot and 200 pounds, Short was stuck with a nickname of "Shorty."  He was born in 

Elgin, Illinois, but later moved to Peoria after marrying his wife, Karen.  

  A 1998 Baseball Card when Rick played for the Frederick Keys.  

 

Rick was taken in the 33rd round of the 1994 draft by the Baltimore Orioles.  That would 

not be a draft round where you find a prospect. However Short had college numbers for 

a higher draft pick if he had been playing college somewhere other than Western Illinois 

University in Macomb, IL. In his sophomore and junior years Short was consistent. He  

hit .373 both years.  

 

Rick should have been very valuable to a National League team, but not so valuable to 

an American League team. The guy could hit anywhere he played.  He could also play 

five different positions in the infield and outfield.  This means he could be used for 
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double switches in the National League where there was not a designated hitter and 

stay in games after pinching hitting for a pitcher. Unfortunately he was under contract to 

the American League Baltimore Orioles, where the designated hitter creates less 

demand for versatile players .  

 

Short was hurt because he was line drive hitter and not a big run threat. Also he did not 

have a lot of speed on the base paths and despite being able to play five positions 

capably he did not have a lot of range.  

 

These scouting reports slowed Rick from advancing quickly despite winning batting 

titles in the minor leagues.  On June 22, 2000 Short hit a triple against the Reading 

Phillies.  It was just the second triple he had hit 645 minor league games and 2,322 at 

bats.  He would hit just six more over the next nine years.  

 

His first year after being drafted he played for Bluefield in the short 3-month long 

Appalachian League where he hit .301.  In 1995 he played for three different minor 

league teams. He hit .418 in 98 at bats for High Desert of the California League.  

 

He played two full seasons for the Frederick Keys (Francis Scott Key is buried across 

the street from the ballpark in Frederick, Maryland), hitting .312 and then winning the 

league's batting title with a .319 average the next year. Usually if you have one very 

good year for a minor league team you are promoted to the next level the next year.  

For Rick he needed two good years to earn a promotion.  

 

In 1999 he was playing Double-A ball for the Bowie Baysox.  He hit a solid .314.  That 

was not good enough for a promotion to Triple-A in 2000. He found himself back at 

Bowie.  

 

Rick's wife Karen would come out and spend the summer with him for all his home 

games.  Unlike the girlfriends of 1st round draft picks, dressing like models whose 

boyfriends signed for seven figure bonuses, Karen was a regular person from the 

Midwest who was friendly with a good sense of humor.  When I was covering Bowie 

games I would often leave the press box and go out in the stands to sit with her to talk 

Midwest stuff for an inning or two. 
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Rick and Karen 

 

In the off-season Rick went home to Peoria where he worked regular jobs.  One year he 

was working at the Peoria Sheriff's Office as he finished up his Criminal Justice Degree.  

He worked in the detective unit, helped process servers and worked with deputies in the 

jail.  

 

"Working at the jail was depressing.  It was almost like being in jail," Rick told me.  

 

The next year he was working on the night sports desk at the daily Peoria newspaper, 

getting high school football and basket scores complied.  

 

"Some nights I thought my job was to be the person for the editor to yell at if a high 

school coach didn't call us with a score," he said.  

 

When baseball started up the Bowie Blade newspaper hired Short to write a diary of 

what it was like to be a minor league baseball player. Here is maybe my favorite as Rick 

wrote about being on road trip to New England as the bus drove past New York City.  

 

As we approach New York City, the bus has broken into a low buzz.  

Most of the guys have risen from their naps and the movie that is 

playing is no longer important. The shades on the bus-windows are all 

raised and the skyline in the distance becomes clearer. 

  

First baseman Tom Hage, who is from the Bronx, is immediately 

bombarded with questions about the city.  It's fun to watch the guys 

from different countries as the city, which they probably have only 

heard stories about, passes by.”  
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The year after that he was a substitute school teacher. He told me the following: "If a kid 

would tell me that that 'teacher' s can't do something' I'd tell them I was not really a 

teacher that I was a baseball player so they can't fire me if I do that."   

 

In 2000 Short had a shot of winning another minor league batting championship,  He 

was hitting .331 at Double-AA Bowie and was in a race with one other Eastern League 

player for the top batting average.  But with two weeks to go in the season he got called 

up to Triple-A Rochester and the other player beat him with a .335 BA.  

 

At the end of the year Short's contract with the Orioles was over and he signed a minor 

league deal with the Chicago Cubs, but it was back to the minors for Shorty. He played 

at Triple-A Des Moines.   He only hit .275.  

 

In 2002 he signed with the California Angels and hit .356 for the Salt Lake City Stingers 

leading the Pacific Coast League in hitting.  That accomplishment still did not land Short 

a major league job, at least in the United States. 

 

In 2003 he was playing in the Japanese Major Leagues for the Chiba Lotte Marines.  

Rick played outfield and hit a solid .303, plus he made the most money in his career to 

that point.   

 

While Japanese teams have translators at the stadium for American players, they are 

on their own away from the ballpark.  As usual Karen and their daughter joined him in 

Western Japan. 

 

He would later tell me that the toughest thing for him and Karen to do during the season 

was go grocery shopping. Since they could not read Japanese and were unfamiliar with 

Japanese trademarks they would have to spend as long as 3 hours searching 

supermarkets looking for cans and boxes that had a picture of the product on the box or 

label.  

 

When his team was in Tokyo I had a friend of mine, Takashi "Bert" Shimada, a retired 

Sony Corporation executive who wrote books on baseball including American minor 

league baseball, interview Rick before a game with the Tokyo Giants.  Bert said Rick 

was shocked to have someone wanting to interview him for a baseball website in 

Maryland. 
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  A drawing of Bert Shimada on the cover of his book about American 

minor league baseball.   

 

The next year Shorty was back in America and began the 2004 season back in the 

minor leagues playing for the Omaha Royals, the Triple AAA club of the Kansas City 

Royals.   After 40 games he was traded to the Montreal Expos and sent to Edmonton 

were he hit .336.  He was not called up to the soon to be non-existent Expos. The next 

year in 2005 the Expos were the Washington Nationals. 

   

   
 

Many players start retiring at age 32.  Few players are hanging around in the minor 

leagues at 32.  In 2005 at age 32 Rick Short was still trying to reach his dream of 

playing in the big leagues.  He started the season with the Washington National's Triple-

A team the New Orleans Zephyrs.  For most of the season Short was hitting above 

.400, something that had never been done in the modern era of baseball in the Pacific 

Coast League.   
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Finally it happened and on June 10, 2005 Short got called up to the big leagues.  He 

pinch hit that night in the fifth inning in a game at RFK Stadium against the Seattle 

Mariners.  I was working in the press box about 18 miles away covering a Bowie Baysox 

game.  

 

When Rick came up to bat someone had a radio tuned to the broadcast of the game.  

Everyone in the press box except the scoreboard operator stopped what they were 

doing to listen. Rick didn't disappoint us.  In his first major league at bat he lined a RBI 

single to left field.  We let out a yell and the PA announcer told the 3,000 fans at Prince 

George's County Stadium that Shorty got a hit and the Baysox hardcore fans went nuts.  

 

The next day the Nationals needed a roster spot for a pitcher and sent Rick back to the 

minors.  

 

He finished the regular season with the Zephyrs, who luckily were on the road when 

Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans.  While Rick did not hit .400 he had the highest 

modern-era batting average in the history of the Pacific Coast League of .383 which still 

stands today.  

 

In September when the rosters expand the Nationals did call Rick back up to the big 

leagues. He played in 10 more games as a pinch hitter or at second base.  He was six-

for-15 hitting, an even .400 average when he injured and was forced to have surgery.  

     
 

When he recovered he did not return to the big leagues, at least not in America.  His 

contract was sold by the Nationals to the Tohoku Rakuten Golden Eagles in Japan.  

 

Rick was a big star in his second stay in Japan. In three full seasons he hit .314, .330 

and .332.  He was so popular with fans of the Golden Eagles in Japan the team had a 

Rick Short bobble head night.  
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Short receives a gift after hitting a homerun for the Japanese Rakuten Golden Eagles. 

  

Here is a you tube video link of Short hitting a rare triple for the Golden Eagles in Japan: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EDADCB-M2I 

 

In 2009 he only played in 61 games and his batting average dropped to .255 and he 

retired. He ended his playing career having hit .357 in NCAA D-I College,  .319 in the 

minor leagues,  .314 in the Japanese Major Leagues and a mere .400 in the American 

Major Leagues.  



34 

 

I know Rick made good money in Japan. He and Karen were not flashy status seeking 

people, so I have a suspicion he has a nice nest egg for his family of three kids.  He is 

back in northern Illinois and is a scout for the Arizona Diamondbacks covering the upper 

Midwest.  

 

Hopefully he can find the next Rick Short, who we would hope could get to the big 

leagues sooner and get more than 16 at bats. 

 

*  This additional thought on Rick Short came from former Bowie Baysox radio play-by-

play man Dave Collins.  "It can be difficult when you have a guy named Short who 

plays every infield position but shortstop.  When you say, 'There's a ground ball hit to 

short,' it always needs some clarification.," said Collins.  

   

MUSIC:    ROUTE 66 BIG BAND GOING CAJUN:  The Route 66 Jazz Orchestra will 

be playing at a new venue on Wednesday February 24.  Here is an email I received 

from the group's leader Bob Boedges:.  

 

Happy New Year To All Of Our Route 66 Jazz Orchestra Fans.  We are pleased to announce that our first 

concert of the 2016 season will be presented on Wednesday, February 24, 2016 7:30 at a new location 

  

The Riverbend Restaurant and Bar, 1059 South Big Bend Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63117. 

The restaurant is located one block south of Clayton Road, on the West side of the street. 

Parking is available on both sides of the building and in the rear, with additional parking across the 

street on the Office Depot lot. 

  

Riverbend offers a full bar and complete dinner menu featuring many Cajun favorites.  Admission will 

be $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for students payable in cash only at the door on the evening of the 

concert. 

We will perform two sets beginning at 7:30 PM.  The first set will feature, as always, a variety of 

contemporary big band charts chosen from the libraries of Stan Kenton,Thad Jones, Gordon Goodwin, 

Count Basie, Buddy Rich, and others.  The second set will be a tribute to “Carnival” and will include 

great arrangements of the works of Antonio Carlos Jobin, Luiz Bonfa, Alberto Testa and Sergio Mendes, 

as well as other well known big band composers writing in the Latin style. 

  

We hope you will be able to join us for the opening concert of our new season in a great new venue. 

If you were at our Ground Hog Day party at Riverbend you know it was pretty loud with 

a six piece band and a singer.  Route 66 is a 20 piece Big Band with several vocalists. I 

don't anticipate anyone having a nice quiet dinner from 7:30 to 9:30.  However, I'm 

looking forward to the second set with Latin big band sound.  Vocalist Valerie Tichacek 

who is known for performing a song or two in Portuguese, promised me at least one 



35 

 

song in English for this concert.  Dean Christopher and Ron Williams will also be 

performing vocals.  

 

        
The Band from their September Concert at The Sheldon Concert Hall 

  

CARTOONS:  Our favorite cartoons of the week. 
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