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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 239 AND CHESTERFIELD 184 

 

          
By John Hoffmann 

 

August 22, 2016  

 

 

WESTMINSTER CHRISTIAN ACADEMY LOSSES ON FOOTBALL LIGHTS FOR THE 

FOURTH TIME. COURT DECISION IS IN FAVOR OF TOWN AND COUNTRY   On 

Monday August 15, St. Louis County Judge Circuit Court Judge Ellen Ribaudo wrote an 

order for the City of Town and Country and against Westminster Christian Academy's 

request to put up lights around their football field and add a permanent sound system.   

 

Here is the judge's brief order: (The full decision is on our website.)    

 
Order 
THIS COURT AFFIRMS THE TOWN AND COUNTRY BOARD OF ALDERMEN'S DECISION TO DENY 

WESTMINSTER'S CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT ("CUP") REQUEST. SO ORDERED: JUDGE ELLEN 

RIBAUDO 

   
Judge Ribaudo                  An overflow crowd at the Board of Aldermen meeting with a 8-0 against lights 

 

In 2009 WCA was turned down by the Town and Country Planning and Zoning 

Commission in their request for lights.  The location for lights abutted two subdivisions 

and a nursing home/retirement center. WCA did not appeal the ruling to the Board of 

Aldermen and instead withdrew it, but said they would be back at a later date.  
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Last year they were back and lost unanimously at the Planning and Zoning level and 

with the Board of Aldermen. Each time their supporters and opponents of the lights filled 

the aldermanic chambers.  Westminster refused to build the football field next to 

commercial property on the northwest section of their campus. 

 
Westminster has claimed what good neighbors they are, but they have cost the city 

$17,632 to date on this court case in legal fees.   I'm told that Westminster's cost is well 

into six figures. $150K-to-$200K could have gone a long way besides a losing court 

case.  All Westminster has done is to create more ill will with its neighbors and made 

money for lawyers. The full 12 page decision is posted on on website's homepage.  

    

TOWN AND COUNTRY OFFICE MANAGER ACCUSED OF STEALING $33,700. 

The office manager of Comfort Keepers at 12825 Flushing Meadows Dr. in Town and 

Country has been charged with stealing over $25,000 between January and October of 

2015. Comfort Keepers provides caregivers to the elderly and disabled at their homes. 

 Lindsey Rudd, 33, of O'Fallon, Missouri  
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TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE JULY MONTHLY STATS 

AND ACTIVITIES: 

 
The following activity was reported by the police department during the month of July: 

 

Officer responded to a total of 2044 calls for service and wrote a total of 193 reports, including: 

 

97 Vehicle Crashes 

36 Criminal Reports  

10 Driving While Intoxicated arrests (1 Felony, 0 Misd, 9 ord) 

30 Misc Arrests (Traffic charges, Fugitive charges, Failure to appear charges, etc) 

150 Traffic citations issued (76 speeding) 

 

2016 Town and County Police Activity Report   Jan-July 

 

Officer’s responded to a total of 13,218 calls for service and wrote a total of 1,412 reports, 

Including: 

 

655 Vehicle Crashes 

216 Criminal Reports 

100 Driving While Intoxicated arrests (10 Felony, 5 Misd, 85 Ord) 

187 Misc Arrests (Traffic Charges, Fugitive charges, Failure to Appear, etc) 

2,052 Traffic citations issued (1,227 speeding) 

 

JULY TOWN AND COUNTRY DEER REPORT:  The numbers of 

deer involved in traffic crashes remain down from last year, but are up for July.  In 2015 

there were three deer versus vehicle incidents in July of 2016 there were five.  However 

year to date for 2016 is at 30 compared to 42 in 2015. 

 

Here is where the deer strikes where in July 2016:  
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07/01/16     09:16 PM     SB Hwy 141 at Clayton Road  (Ward 3) 

07/04/16     09:06 PM     SB Hwy 141 ramp to WB I-64  (Ward 4) 

07/12/16     05:57 AM     S. Mason Rod south of Clayton Road  (Ward 2) 

07/23/16     06:54 AM     S. Mason Road north of I-64  (Ward 4) 

07/31/16     06:35 PM     S. Mason Road north of I-64  (Ward 4) 

     

2016 Deer Accident Locations Jan-July 

 

 

I-64 Ballas to Mason  4  Wards 1 and 2 

I-64  Mason to Hwy 141  2  Ward 4 

I-270  South City Limits to North CL  5  Ward 1 

Ballas Road  2  Ward 1 

South Outer Forty Road Municipal Center Drive to Mason  1  Wards 1 & 2  

Mason Road  (Clayton to south city limits)  2  Ward 2 

Mason Road (Clayton North to Conway) 2  Wards 2 and Wards 4 

Clayton Road  (Mason to Woods Mill)  2  Ward 3 

Woodsmill Road   2  Wards 3 and 4 

Highway 141    8  Wards 3 and  4  

 

STORM WATER MONEY GOING DOWN THE DRAIN IN A GOOD WAY! The sales 

tax collected is titled Parks and Storm Water Sales Tax. However the first ten years of 

its existence all the money went to Parks to pay off the purchases and development of 

Town and Country's three parks (Preservation, Longview and Drace).  In 2010 the park 

bonds were paid off and money began to flow to storm water projects. Here is the 

current list of Town and Country storm water projects ranked on need.  

 

Below is a list of the studied storm water projects, the first column is the current 

project ranking, the second column is the project ID number, and the third is the 

project name. Let me know if you need anything else. 

 

 

1             2015-6                 1536 S. Mason Road 
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2             2015-11               21 Brook Mill Lane 

3             2015-4                 1967 Karlin Drive 

4             2012-5                 1839 Woodmark Road 

5             2010-15               285 Babler Road 

6             2011-11               Oak Springs Cul-de-sac 

7             2010-1                 Pinetree Subdivision Retention 

8             2015-9                 1617 Mason Valley Drive 

9             2011-3                 Village on Conway Entrance 

10           2015-1                 950 Revere Drive 

11           2015-13               13410 Mason Grove 

12           2010-9                 Covington Place / Clayton Road 

13           2011-2                 962 Delvin Drive 

14           2011-15               Longview Farm Park / Wheatfield Farm Subdivision 

15           2011-5                 1611 Mason Knoll Road 

16           2015-10               13312 Cross Land Drive 

17           2010-11               14 Ridgecreek Bank Stabilization 

18           2011-8                 Town & Country Lane 

19           2015-7                 234 Doulton Place 

20           2010-18               Laurel Lakes Subdivision / Sturbridge 

21           2010-2                 1800 - 1807 Nettlecreek Drive 

22           2015-5                 Arlington Oaks 

23           2010-10               13277 Tall Pine Court Bank Stabilization 

24           2011-1                 917 Mason Wood Drive 

25           2012-7                 13638 Armstead Drive 

26           2012-8                 1237 Tammany Lane 

27           2012-6                 1047 Tidewater Place Court 

28           2012-4                 1120 Westmoor Place 

29           2012-2                 12133 Carberry Place 

30           2010-16               12855 Topping Acres 

31           2015-15               20 Muirfield Drive 

32           2012-1                 12045 Carberry Place 

33           2012-3                 29A Chapel Hill Estates 

34           2011-4A              Essex Point Subdivision / Sellenriek Road Retention 

35           2015-2                 1000 Tidewater Place 

36           2011-14               Mason Valley Woods Subdivision Creek Mitigation 

37           2015-3                 13308 Thornhill Drive 

38           2015-14               1423 Topping Road 

*              2015-12               Town Square; design, construction and funding 

will be determined through site development 
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STORM WATER DANGER IGNORED:  I had to laugh when I looked along Clayton 

Road, across from the Principia School and behind a backyard of the Chapel Hill 

subdivision.  The City of Town and Country collects a Parks and Storm Water Tax and 

has been spending millions of long overdue storm water projects has ignored the storm 

water culvert (better known as a ditch) along one of the key roads in the city. It is filled 

with dumped tree debris, which appears to have come from the nearby property.         

 

 
 

To make matters worse this is at a low spot in Clayton Road meaning it would be the 

first area to flood.  

 

What really gets me is that I reported it last week. Me…not one of the police officers 

who drives by it dozens of times a day, not police supervisors, not staffers or elected 

officials.   The section of Clayton Road is a city street.  The storm water ditch is already 

overgrown and needs to be cleaned out and then you add this mess, you are begging 

for a flooded main road through the heart of the city.  

 

   

 

MANDERLEIGH SUBDIVISION BEAUTIFICATION GRANT MONEY IS NOT SPENT 

ON SUBDIVISION PROPERTY AND IT LOOKS GREAT:  The Manderleigh subdivision 

off of Woods Mill Road near the MODot roundabout for SB Highway 141 asked for and 

received one of the four neighborhood beautification grants issued in 2016.  They did 

not use it on subdivision property but instead used it on the traffic circle owned by 

MODoT located outside of the subdivision. They really improved the appearance of a 

roundabout.  
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TOWN AND COUNTRY'S TARA: The City of Town and Country is going to be taking 

the deadbeat owner of the old "Gone with the Wind" style mansion on Clayton Road just 

east of the Special School District campus to court.  After holding a hearing in April over 

the condition of the house, owner Clifford Fredericks did some work on a greenhouse 

and reconnected power to the house.  However, work stopped several weeks after it 

started. 
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He was subpoenaed to two more hearings about the house and failed to appear each 

time. After the July 13 hearing a 10-page letter was sent to Fredericks with the latest 

ruling and laying out the plans for the future of the house.  Fredericks has well over 

$100,000 in unsatisfied judgments against him. As this heads toward court, I don't know 

how he will find an attorney to represent him unless he pays him in advance.  

    
Clifford Fredericks                    House owned by Fredericks in Sanibel Island, FL he had for sale but 

                                                 recently took off the market after a price drop. 

 

Here are the last two pages of the letter sent to Fredericks that deal with facts from the 

July 13 hearing:    

 

21. The property owner did not appear at the hearing on July 13, 2016, at that time it 

was clear that the exterior work was still not completed. The City introduced into evidence 

Exhibits P and Q which depicted the condition of the property as of the morning of July 13, 

2016. 

 

22. During the hearing process, the property owner would not allow City staff into the 

structures located on the property to review the condition of the interior of the property’s 

structures. 

 

23. Due to the lack of cooperation on the part of the property owner, I am unable to 

verify whether the interior problems have been rectified. However, the condition of the exterior 

of the property poses a clear and evident danger to the community, in that: 

 

a. The holes and missing windows in the greenhouse cause a risk of injury or 

damage as a result of falling parts on the property. 

 

b. The exposed wood siding, and lack of proper repair of the exterior 

property constitutes a safety hazard in that the wood is more susceptible to rot leading to the risk 

of spread of disease or injury to the health of the occupants of the structures located on the 

property and those of neighboring structures. Further, if exposed wood is allowed to remain for 
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a prolonged period of time, it will cause degradation to the structural integratory of the buildings 

located on the property, such that they may become an increased safety hazard and allow for the 

easier entrance of vermin into the structures, further risking the spread of disease. 
 

c. The condition of the property has led to its frequenting by malefactors and 

disorderly persons who are not permitted to occupy the structure. 

 

24. I find, therefore, that the structures located at the property are dangerous buildings 

pursuant to Section 117.3 of the City’s Building Code. 

 

25. In order for the property to be repaired, such that it no longer constitutes a 

dangerous building, the following must occur: 
 

a. The siding must be completely stripped and repainted, or the siding must be completely 

replaced; 

 

b. All holes in the greenhouse must be repaired, and all broken windows must be repaired or 

replaced; and 

 

c. The structures on the property must  remain at all times, secured from unauthorized entry. 

 

26. If the structures on the property cannot be repaired so that they will no longer 

constitute dangerous buildings, the buildings must be demolished within thirty (30) days. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

You are hereby ordered to abate the above stated violations, within thirty (30) days of 

the date of this Order: By either: (1) vacating and repairing the structures located at 2833 

Clayton Forest Court, Town and Country, Missouri; (2) or vacating and demolishing the 

structures located at 2833 Clayton Forest Court, Town and Country, Missouri and cleaning up 

the property. 
 

In the event that you fail to abate said violations within the time prescribed herein, the 

City may enter upon the property and abate the violations (which may include demolishing the 

structures located on the property), at your expense, and shall issue a special tax bill for the costs 

thereof. 

 

Additionally, failure to abate the violations identified herein, may result in prosecution 

for said violations under the City’s Code of Ordinances. 

 

Any affected party has the right to appeal this Decision and Order to the City’s Board of 

Adjustment within sixty (60) days of the date hereof. 

 

So Ordered: 

____________________________________ 

C. Cummings Cantwell 

Code Official 



11 

 

THE SIDEWALKS OF NEW YORK; AH I MEAN TOWN AND COUNTRY; ER I MEAN 

WHERE ARE THE SIDEWALKS OF TOWN AND COUNTRY? The latest application 

for a grant to repave Topping Road and add sidewalks was turned down. Topping is 

considered a "Connecter" street, in this case connecting Manchester Road and Clayton 

Road.  

 

An original grant was turned down last year where the city asked for an 80-20 split 

between Federal funding and city funds.  This year's split was increased to 60-40 in 

hopes it would have a better chance of being accepted.   Here is information from Town 

and Country Director of Services Craig Wilde on the projects and grants 

 

The most recent application was solely for Phase 1 and was submitted as 60% federal / 40% 

local.  The project includes the repaving of the road as well as the construction of a multi-use 

pedestrian facility.   

 

Phase 1 (Clayton to Kent Manor) = $1,630,000 

Total Project (Clayton to Pingry) = $3,235,000     

   

TOWN AND COUNTRY REAL ESTATE:   Subdivision indentures defeated builders' 

plans:  Old Colony Lane and Brookwood are about to see more monster houses.   All 

the original ranch houses on Old Colony Lane have been torn down.  We were told by a 

city hall staffer that indentures have restricted developers who were hoping to buy 

properties sitting on four and five acres of land from putting up three or more houses.  

 

4 Old Colony is an example.  Here is the property after being cleared of the original 

house and some trees. 
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Here is what is on the drawing board for that lot.  

 

 
 

This house will be technically 7,514 square feet, but will have 10,855 square feet of 

living space.   

 

Here is the entrance to another lot on Old Colony Lane that has been cleared. 

(Meanwhile there are three houses for sale on Brookwood Lane.)  
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UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 184 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 22, 2016 

 

MAYOR ANNOUNCED MIKE GEISEL IS NEW CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  We wrote a 

couple of months ago that we hoped anyone who was interested in applying for the 

Chesterfield City administrator's job and Googled before applying saw our newsletter 

where Mike Geisel already had the votes for the job and the out of town search was 

frosting.  We were correct and at Monday's City Council meeting it was announced that 

Geisel would move from Co-Interim City Administrator to fulltime City Administrator on 

August 22. (Councilman Tom DeCampi has announced prior to the meeting he plans to 

vote against the appointment of Geisel at the meeting.  We will post his full statement in 

our next newsletter.) 



14 

 

 
 

After a standing ovation Geisel made a brief statement. 

 

"It has been made abundantly clear to me that the city desires a course change.  I think 

I can help make that change."   

 

Geisel was speaking of the hidden and often secret workings of the former city 

administrator Mike Herring, who kept things away from public disclosure, accepted 

World Series tickets to a private box from a city contractor, failed to mention that his son 

was on management staff of the city's waste hauler when they were given a no-bid 

contract extension and led the attack in trying to get rid of Mayor Bob Nation for 

swearing in a closed office about Herring's secret management of city business.  

 

However, claiming to lead the way in a new and better city government didn't last long.  

A city councilman claimed that Geisel did not confront a lay about a claim made 40 

minutes after his hiring announcement by a Hockey Arena proponent.  (Read about the 

Chesterfield Hockey TDD request.) 

 

HOCKEY NIGHT AT THE CITY COUNCIL:  The City Council does not vote to extend 

the Chesterfield Valley Traffic Development District sales tax.  The city has two votes of 

four votes on an existing TDD board. If they would vote to extend the 3/8-cent sales tax 

that covers the entire Chesterfield Valley commercial district, it would actually have to 

be approved by residents in the Country Side, Country Lake, Country Yard subdivisions 

and eight voters who live in the Chesterfield Valley flood plain.  It would be a total of 

between 150-and-160 people. Before that there has to be a 3-1 vote by the TDD Board 

to have the vote.  
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Yes 150 people would decide if the public would continue to pay a sales tax that would 

support just one special interest group.  

 

However, you would not know that at the Monday August 15 City Council meeting. The 

chamber was standing room only by 7 o'clock, mostly with adults and children wearing 

hockey jerseys.  You would think the City Council had the key to the gold.  

 

 Crowd at 6:45 

 

 at 6:55 

 

People spoke urging the city to support extending the TDD for a Chesterfield Hockey 

Arena.  

 

Chesterfield Hockey needs up to $16,000,000 for the building and three rinks.  They 

also claim they need another $10,000,000 for the roads, parking lots, lighting, storm 

water control and landscaping for a total of $26,000,000. The arena is proposed for the 

west end of Chesterfield Airport Road.       
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The group did not mess around with parents saying how as residents they deserved 

millions of dollars so their kids could play hockey.  Nope, they went right to the heavy 

hitters. They started with NHL referee Tim Peel, who lives in Chesterfield and has been 

a NHL ref since 1998.  

 

  
 

The fifth and final speaker on the issue was Kelly Chase, 48, a former NHL hockey 

player with the St. Louis Blues and Hartford Whalers, who is originally from 

Saskatchewan and now lives in Chesterfield.  

 

In 11 seasons Chase only scored 17 goals, but was an annual leader in penalty 

minutes, indicating his main job was that of an enforcer, someone who doesn't usually 

play by the rules and fights a lot.   

  

He is also the color man on St. Louis Blue radio broadcasts. I have to confess the last 

time I listened to Blues games on the radio chain smoking Dan Kelly (a Chesterfield 

resident) was doing the play by play and former hockey player French-Canadian Noel 

Picard was doing the color. You rarely could understand anything Noel was saying, 

which made the broadcasts fun to listen to. Gus Kyle replaced him after a season.  

 

So I must have seemed like a dope asking Chase who he played for.  

 

   
Picard                    Dan Kelly 
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Kelly Chase at City Council Meeting                           Kelly Chase in a fight on the rink              
 

In between Peel and Chase were Mike Murphy an amateur hockey coach, William 

Kirchner and former Chesterfield Councilman Mike Cullen.   

 

Kirchner made a statement that I didn't really understand.  He said that the Council 

should "fight for these kids (made a sweeping hand gesture of the kids in hockey 

jerseys) who can't fight for themselves."  Is this hockey or boxing?   

 

Mike Cullen, a founder of the Chesterfield Hockey Association talked about how 

everyone in the Midwest and beyond associated with youth hockey was aware of the 

Chesterfield Hockey Association.  

 

"We give some positive news out of this town (St. Louis), which needs it right now.  We 

are ambassadors," he said.  

 

Barb McGuinness wondered why they would survive when the Hardee's Ice Plex did not 

and has been sold to a company that will tear it down in 2017 and build a golf center.  

 

Mike Geisel pointed out that if the TDD sales tax was extended the Hockey Association 

could not get any of the money until after the current TDD expires, which would be in 

2025 at the earliest and 2031 at the latest.  Then the TDD would continue for 16 years.  

 

Some thought Mayor Bob Nation put this on the agenda so he could get a consensus  

from the City Council and he would not be accused of voting to continue a tax or voting 

against kids. Keep in mind a selling point of taxes like TDDs, TIFs and CIDs, is that they 
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are supposed to die by a certain date. This was a promise when they were passed. So 

an extension of a tax can upset some people after being promised that tax would end. 

 

Several speakers mentioned that five picks in the June NHL draft had played in the 

Chesterfield Hockey Association.  

 

An informal vote was taken if Bob Nation and Mike Geisel should vote for the extension 

of the TDD sales tax special election. There were seven votes for it including Barb 

McGuinness who normally votes against more taxes.  Only Tom DeCampi, who has 

been an anti-tax guy since he was sworn in, was not sure and did not vote for it. (After 

this went out to people on the old subscriber list, Barb McGunness called me and said 

she did not say she was for it.  She said, "I said it would be nice if we could keep hockey 

in Chesterfield but not at the taxpayer's expense."  I responded that I didn't hear the "not 

at taxpayer's expense" part. Barb responded that it was 6-2 on the non-vote vote. I 

suspect Barb was trying to vote no without turning the wrath of a room full of people 

wearing hockey jerseys against her. Barb said she was still against new taxes.)        

 

 

BUSINESS PLAN OR NO BUSINESS PLAN: Decampi said he was not voting for it 

because he could not get a straight answer if a business plan had been filed with the 

city.  Cullen and Chase both inferred one had been filed. Mike Geisel said nothing to 

indicate otherwise.  However, DeCampi said after the meeting that Geisel told him no 

Business Plan had been filed with the city, just cost and revenue estimates and building 

estimates.   DeCampi was upset that Geisel did not stop the speakers and tell them that 

there was no "business plan" on file with the city.  

 

I filed a Sunshine law Open Records request for the business plan on file.  I did not get 

a business plan and in fact in an email from Mike Geisel he stated there was no 

business plan. He forwarded three documents that were on file, including an expenses-

revenue estimate and this explanation.  

 

“City Officials” did not assert that a “Business Plan” was on file with 

the City.  That assertion was made by an individual during public 

comment. 

 

What is attached, which is what the City has on file, is:  

1)   An early cost estimate for a conceptual ice facility.  This does 
not reflect any specific site, location, or project.  It was simply 
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provided as an indication of the costs involved in construction of 
an ice facility. 

2)   We have attached a “Draft” market analysis by Ballard-King.  
The City has never been provided a complete or final market 
analysis.  To our knowledge, this is still a conceptual level 
project. 

3)   A single page summary of concept level operational costs and 
revenues.  Again, this does not reflect a specific project, tenants 
or an actual business plan.   

  

Here is the costs-revenue projection: 
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CHANGE COMING TO LADUE ROAD MEDIAN:  The Ladue Road slender medians 

just east of the Green Trails subdivision is currently dirt. The Public Works department 

plans to replace the dirt with a brick like substance. See below.      
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Now  

 

 Proposed 

 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER: Here is what the Chesterfield 

Police were doing last week. 

 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Media Report August 10, 2016 - August 16, 2016 
 
Date & Time of Occurrence     Generic Address Business/Location Name    Incident Type 
 
08/16/2016, 0047   HIGH VALLEY DR & OLIVE BLVD     Drugs Possession - Misdemeanor 
Brief Narrative Description: 18 yo male in possession of marijuana and paraphernalia after being 
stopped for a traffic violation. 
08/16/2016, 1200 X FOUR SEASONS SHPG CTR Dierberg's    Larceny under $500 Shoplifting 
Brief Narrative Description: 49 yo female concealed groceries and left store without paying. 
08/16/2016, 1245 4X CHESTERFIELD MALL Macy's Larceny under $500 Shoplifting 
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Brief Narrative Description: 51 yo male concealed fragrances and left store without paying. 
08/14/2016, 1200    17XX CLARKSON RD Dierberg's    Fraud Credit Card 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's debit card information to withdrawal money. 
08/16/2016, 1900 2XX S WOODS MILL RD St. Luke's Hospital  Assault Common - Actual Assault 
Brief Narrative Description: Allegation of assault on hospital patient. Further investigation showed it to 
be unfounded. 
08/16/2016, 2000-2130 17XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD Chesterfield Ballfields Larceny under $500 from 
Auto 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle and took a purse. 
08/15/2016, 1609 3XX THF BLVD Gordman's     Larceny under $500 Shoplifting 
Brief Narrative Description: 19 yo female concealed clothing and cosmetics and left store without 
paying. 
08/12/2016, 0001-2359 15XXX QUAIL MEADOWS DR    Fraud Identity Theft 
Brief Narrative Description: 44 yo female used victim's information to pay utility bills. 
07/20/2016, 1602   17XXX CHESTERFIELD AIRPORT RD Lion's Choice Larceny under $500 
Employer 
Brief Narrative Description: 19 yo female took money from cash register while working for employer. 
08/15/2016, 1215-225    2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Buckle   Larceny under $500 Shoplifting 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject concealed clothing and left store without paying. 
08/12/2016, 2130-08/15/2016, 1010 16XXX BAXTER RD 325 Doctor Office of Stanley Librach Larceny 
under $500 Business  Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took cash from safe in office. 
08/15/2016, 2015 9XX CHESTERFIELD CTR Twin Peaks Assault Common - Actual Assault 
Brief Narrative Description: 27 yo male was intoxicated and pushed victim after argument causing no 
injuries. 
08/14/2016, 2349 2XX RIDGE TRAIL DR Drugs Possession - Misdemeanor 
Brief Narrative Description: 19 yo male in possession of marijuana and paraphernalia after suspicious 
person check. 
08/13/2016, 1800-08/14/2016, 0800 18XX CHAMFERS FARM CT  Larceny under $500 from Auto 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's unlocked vehicle and took a purse. 
08/14/2016, 1753-1851 18XXX OUTLET BLVD Burlington Larceny under $500 Shoplifting 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subjects grabbed clothing and ran out of store without paying. 
07/01/2016, 0700 20XX SIR JEFFERY CT     Fraud Identity Theft 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's information to open up credit card account. 
08/12/2016, 1730-08/12/2016, 1900 16XXX SWINGLEY RIDGE RD Chesterfield Athletic Club Larceny 
under $500 from Person 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took debit card and drivers license from victim's gym bag. 
08/13/2016, 0630   3XX N WOODS MILL RD    Child Endangerment Other 
Brief Narrative Description: 33 yo male failed to exercise control of child when his two year old left the 
residence and wandered into traffic. DFS notified. 
08/12/2016, 2237    7XX STONE MEADOW DR Assault Common - Actual Assault 
Brief Narrative Description: 57 yo male struck victim in face after argument causing minor injuries. 
08/11/2016, 1700-08/11/2016, 2100 1XX LONG RD   Hinrg Gymnastic  Larceny under $500 from Auto 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle and took a purse. 
08/12/2016, 1316 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Children's Place   Larceny under $500 Shoplifting 
Brief Narrative Description: 19 and 17 yo females concealed clothing and left store without paying. Also 
in possession of other stolen clothing. 
08/12/2016, 1600-1630 14XXX CLAYTON RD   Goodwill   Larceny under $500 from Person 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took victim's cell phone after it was left behind in store. 
08/10/2016, 0230 14XXX LADUE RD     Burglary Residential - Garage 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's open garage and took power tools. 
08/08/2016, 0000-2359    1XX THF BLVD Walmart    Fraud Credit Card 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's debit card information to make purchase. 
08/08/2016, 0000-08/11/2016, 1342 5 MONARCH TRACE CT 106 Harassment/Threat Texting 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject sending harassing text messages to victim. 
08/11/2016, 1903 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Buckle   Larceny under $500 Shoplifting 
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Brief Narrative Description: 25 yo male concealed clothing, sunglasses, and cologne and left store 
without paying. Also in possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. 
08/11/2016, 1545-1615 3XX RIDGEMEADOW DR    Property Damage to Vehicle 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle. 
08/11/2016, 1530   13XX WILDHORSE MEADOWS DR    Fraud Identity Theft 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's information to open up credit account. 
08/11/2016, 2040 14XXX GATWICK CT   Burglary Residential - Home 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject forced entry into residence and took jewelry and money 
from safe. 
08/10/2016, 2000-08/11/2016, 0800 18XX NEWBURYPORT RD Stolen Vehicle Automobile 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took two vehicles from victim's driveway. One vehicle 
recovered in St. Ann. 
08/10/2016, 2030-08/11/2016, 0845 18XX CHAMFERS FARM CT Larceny under $500 from Auto 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's unlocked vehicles and took CD's 
08/10/2016, 1349 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Lindbergh Outlet USA Larceny over $500 Shoplifting  
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject concealed clothing and left store without paying. 
07/28/2016, 1800-08/09/2016, 0800 14XXX RIALTO DR 202 Larceny over $500 from Residence 
Brief Narrative Description: 23 yo female took jewelry and money from victim's residence. 
08/10/2016, 1220 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Express Larceny over $500 Shoplifting 
Brief Narrative Description: 24 yo male grabbed clothing and ran out of store without paying. 
08/10/2016, 0900-1547 11XX CAMBRIDGE COVE CT   Fraud Scam 
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject convinced victim to wire money for fraudulent family in jail 
scam. 
08/10/2016, 2047 15XXX SOUTH OUTER 40 RD Recovered License Plate 
Brief Narrative Description: Stolen license plate recovered off of abandoned vehicle. 
08/10/2016, 2124 11XX POMPEII DR Trespassing Private Property 
Brief Narrative Description: 36 yo male trespassed on private property after previously being told not to 

return. 
 

Follow UP on The Police Blotter:  Here is a case from a month ago that we followed 

up on.  A shoplifting suspect at the Premium Outlet Mall struck a police officer in the 

chest and continued to resist arrest on July 15.   

 

 Jayvon Cole  07/04/1994 of St. Louis was arrested  and charged with the following  

 

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY 

 

ASSAULT 3RD ON LAW ENFORCEMENT 

RESISTING ARREST 

POSSESSION OF A PROHIBITED THEFT DEVICE 
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 Jayvon Cole  

Cole has a Trespassing Arrest Warrant out of St. Louis. 

 

 

The other case I wanted to follow was from July 14, the DWI and Assault case 

 

Mark Smith 11/29/1985 

DWI 

ASSAULT 2ND 

 

Suspect ran a red light at Olive and Highway 40 and hit a 37 year old victim 

who suffered injuries.   
 

 Mike Smith   
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THE CONTINUED MANY FACES OF JAMES EDWARD O'NEAL:  Last year we 

started looking at the mug shots and arrests of James Edward O'Neal.  We ran across 

O'Neal when we checked people arrested who lived in the 63131 zip code.  O'Neal has 

lived on and off in the Trailer Park in affluent Frontenac along I-64 that the city has been 

unable to get rid of thanks Circuit Court rulings.  Here are some of James' mug shots 

and his arrests of the last two years: 

 

      
06/22/16                     03/19/16                 01/ 15/16                  11/04/15                  10/25/15 

 

     
10/05/15                   10/02/15                   08/21/15                 07/27/15                   07/21/15 

   
06/11/15                    04/25/15 

 

07/10/16     Soliciting W/O Permit  

06/22/16     Soliciting W/O Permit 

06/03/16     Possession of Controlled Substance 

03/22/16     Burglary  

03/19/16     Burglary and Stealing                                      St. Louis County PD 

                   06/16/16 Pled Guilty sentenced to 5-years prison, then immediately placed 

                   on 5-years probation  
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01/15/16     Stealing/Shoplifting 

11/04/15     Soliciting W/O Permit 

10/25/15     Soliciting W/O Permit 

10/14/15     Pedestrian on Limit Access Highway                St. Louis City PD 

                   06/20/16 Pled Guilty   

10/05/15     Stealing Under $500 

10/02/15     Soliciting W/O Permit 

08/21/16     Soliciting W/O Permit  

07/27/15     Possession of Controlled Substance               St. Louis County PD 

                   06/16/16 Pled Guilty  5 years probation        

07/21/15     Stealing Under/$500   

06/11/15     Tampering With an Auto 

04/25/15     Stealing Under $500 

04/14/15     Stealing Under $500                                         Kirkwood PD 

                   12/01/15 Pled Guilty  

04/15/15     Possession of Narc Paraphernalia                   Frontenac PD 

09/15/09     Drivers Lic Violation & Equip Vio                      Bella Villa PD 

 

After we first ran four of his mug shots a regular reader told us she saw O'Neal begging 

(soliciting) at Interstate Highway off-ramps in South County.  This would explain all the 

"Soliciting" arrests. But he was arrested for a serious felony of burglary this spring and 

pled guilty in less than three months.  Here are the facts on the burglary: 

 

 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY  
                         STATE OF MISSOURI  

                                              -VS- 

 
 JAMES O'NEAL  
11130 40 DR              SEX: Male.                                                                                                                  
:  
                                    DOB: 07/25/1992 CASE ID:    
                                    HGT: 5'02” WGT: 135lbs. CT.   
                                    16SL-CR02245  
                                   P.D.: St. Louis County  
 

SAINT LOUIS, MO 63131  
Aliases:  
Defendant  

RACE: White    

 
 CHARGES  
Count: 01 BURGLARY 2ND DEGREE - CLASS C FELONY  
Count: 02 THEFT/STEALING (VALUE OF PROPERTY OR SERVICES IS $500 OR MORE BUT LESS THAN 
$25,000) - CLASS C FELONY  
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 COUNT: 01 BURGLARY 2ND DEGREE - CLASS C FELONY  
That James O'Neal , in violation of Section 569.170, RSMo, committed the class C felony of burglary in the second 
degree, punishable upon conviction under Sections 558.011 and 560.011, RSMo, in that on or about March 18, 2016, 
at 2324 Birch Drive, in the County of St. Louis, State of Missouri, the defendant knowingly entered unlawfully in a 
building, located at 2324 Birch Drive and owned by Mary Beatty, for the purpose of committing a stealing therein.  

 

 
 COUNT: 02 THEFT/STEALING (VALUE OF PROPERTY OR SERVICES IS $500 OR MORE BUT LESS THAN 
$25,000) - CLASS C FELONY  
That James O'Neal , in violation of Section 570.030, RSMo, committed the class C felony of stealing, punishable upon 
conviction under Sections 558.011 and 560.011, RSMo, in that on or about March 18, 2016, at 2324 Birch Drive, in 
the County of St. Louis, State of Missouri, the defendant appropriated a television, three gold rings and a gold band, 
which property was owned by Mary Beatty, and defendant appropriated such property without the consent of Mary 
Beatty and with the purpose to deprive her thereof.  
570.030-009Y20022399.0  

 

When arrested on this charge O'Neal was still using his Frontenac address. On a 2016 

St. Louis City Police booking sheet he was listed as homeless.  Perhaps O'Neal could 

use a nice home with 3-meals a day instead of probation.   But looking at his mug shots 

he is getting regular haircuts.     

 

NEW BUSINESS:  The shopping center at Manchester and Barrett Station Road in 

unincorporated County where the Burlington Factory Outlet store was for years is 

getting some new tenants after Burlington moved out.   
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THE ART SHOW AT CHESTERFIELD CITY HALL:  I have never mentioned these 

before because everyone I have seen has not been worth mentioning. But the current 

show is different.  British born Henryk Ptasiewicz, who lives in St. Louis is a featured 

artist. Two other artists whose work I enjoyed were Steven Walden and Dali Chambers. 

 

 

     
Henryk Ptasiewicz                                  Steven Walden                                         Dali Chambers 

 

 

This shows runs till the end of October M-F 8-5 at City Hall. It is on the first and second 

floors of City Hall.  Here are a few paintings. 
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RESTAURANTS:  The Cardiologists' Special:  We were intrigued while looking at a 

new menu at the Riverbend Restaurant at 1059 S. Big Bend in Richmond Heights when 

we saw a specialty called "Doc Sewall Oysters, baked in bread crumbs and cheese.  

 

    
 

It turns out the Doc Sewall is Dr. David Sewall, a regular customer at the Cajun 

restaurant.  Sewall, a cardiologist at BJC's Missouri Baptist and a Town and Country 

resident, wanted to name some dish after himself that was totally heart unhealthy 

according to Riverbend owner Sam Kogos. He picked the item at the top of the 

appetizer menu.  My favorites on that list are the Peel & Eat Shrimp, Crabmeat stuff 

Shrimp and the homemade Onion Rings.  

 

TACOS AND MORE ARE A STILL A LONG WAY OFF AT THE DES PERES 

SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER.  Rosalita's was going to take the spot in the difficult to 

find Des Peres Square Shopping Center that had been Casa Gallardo.  Most of the 

building was torn down, but it has sat for the better part of a year. It is owned by the 

same folks that own Rosalita's downtown on Washington Avenue.  

 

First it was going to open by Thanksgiving.  Then we heard it would be open by Cinco 

de Mayo.  Here is what we heard from the City of Des Peres Public Works and Planning 

people in July.      
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The McGowan Brothers are still anticipating a Fall 2016 opening for Rosalita’s Cantina. 

The last inspection performed by the City was on 6/29/16. I checked County records 

and it appears that they applied for a Plumbing/Drainlaying permit on 6/24/16, but it 

was not issued until 7/20/16. I’m sure this is the reason work has come to a temporary 

stop. Hopefully now that they have their necessary permits to continue you’ll see them 

working again soon. 

Here is what we saw in the middle of August: It is the same scene I saw last December.  

 

 
 

I am beginning to doubt if we will ever see anything built here.  

 

 

FOOD:  Honeycrisp apples have gone from a best seller for four months a year to in 

2016 being available for the entire year.  Just a few years ago Honeycrisps, an apple 

developed by the University of Minnesota, were only on the supermarket shelves from 

late August to the end of the year. Every year the U.S. grown apples were around 

longer and longer into winter and then spring.  They were often replaced by 

Honeycrisps from Chile or New Zealand. However, the apple has a thin skin and does 

not do well in shipping.  

 

What we have learned from supermarket produce managers and a Honeycrisp grower 

we met on a recent trip to Washington, home of Rainer apples, improved storage 

techniques using lower levels of oxygen have allowed apples to be stored longer and 

shipped later in the year. 

 

   



34 

 

    Aug 18 photo 

 

Last year the apples were around until late May with the price jumping from $3.99 to 

$4.99 as the supply dwindled.  This year we are just two weeks away from the first of 

new crop and apples are still $3.99 at Dierbergs. hey have already arrived at Fresh 

Thyme. 

 

MEDIA:  Town and Style Magazine refuses to admit that the St. Louis County 

Library Headquarters are in LADUE!    In a recent edition of Town and Style 

Magazine that features the wildly inaccurate Bill Beggs column, "Talk of the Towns" 

they again for the second time this year place the St. Louis County Library HQ in 

Frontenac.    

 

The place is at 1640 S. Lindbergh across from Plaza Frontenac on the east side of the 

street. The street and points west are in Frontenac and everything east of the curb is in 

Ladue, including the Library, Scheidhort's and Schnuck's.     
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The other thing that is very amusing in that twice in the last four issues Beggs has 

written about something in Lemay.  First I doubt if even 50% of the people in West 

County who get Town and Style Magazine delivered to them by mail, even know where 

Lemay is.  Secondly it isn't a "town" or a "city." It is an unincorporated area of far South 

St. Louis County with a post office. 

The other thing about the mistakes in Town and Style and Beggs' column is that I have 

so much news from West St. Louis County I can't find room for them.  I'm regularly 

pushing news stories back to the next week's newsletter and features back to newsletter 

two and three weeks in the future.  But Beggs can't find any news out here and is 

running stuff from Lemay and St. Louis City.       

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY LIVING HAS A NEW "PUBLISHER"  I think Dana Young 

might still hold the franchise to print and mail out Town and Country Living, but he is no 

longer the Publisher/Editor.  That now is Chris and Deanna Ley.  Young did not live in 

Town and Country, but he was close by in Chesterfield.  When he was desperate for 

filler photos or a "House of the Month" he would use one from Chesterfield.  He once 

used his family as the Town and Country Family of the month.  
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However now that might be hard for the new publishers to do since they live in 

UNINCORPORATED NORTH ST. LOUIS COUNTY OUTSIDE OF FLORISSANT just a 

mere 27 miles from Town and Country. Lee and his wife have lived at 2275 Buttercup 

Drive Florissant MO 63033 since 2002.   

 

 

 

 

 

CARTOONS:  
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Ward 2 Deer  
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