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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 126 

 

 
 

April 28, 2014  

                                  

By John Hoffmann   

 

 

WHEN WE CANNOT MAINTAIN WHAT WE HAVE, DO WE NEED TO ADD MORE? I 

really have to wonder about Town and Country getting a parks grant to rebuild a log 

cabin and then use old rocks to build (not rebuild) a pretend log cabin foundation that 

never existed all in Drace Park.    

 

I ask this because as I recently reported our landscaping contractor put wood mulch 

chips under the charcoal B-B-Q grill in Drace Park next to a wooden pavilion. 

Apparently the contract states the landscaper has to put down 135 yards of wood chip 

mulch in Drace Park, but doesn't say where. With no supervision the contractor covered 

parts of the lawn, but didn't mulch some trees and of course mulched a grill. We don't 

seem to have the ability to supervise this contractor.  

 

        
 

In February a wind storm damaged the roofs to an existing log cabin and to the Drace 

Park restrooms.  2 1/2 months later the damage has not been  fixed. 
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Last year the tennis courts at Preservation Park developed deep cracks.  Instead of 

permanently fixing the courts, a temporary fix was made and the problem continued with 

more deep cracks appearing in 2014. While the front of Preservation Park is owned by 

Town and Country there is a contract for CBC High School to maintain the tennis courts. 

They haven't been doing it.  A source I have who is involved with Catholic high school 

sports told me that CBC is having some money problems. This was confirmed at the 

Monday April 21 Town and County Parks Commission meeting.    

 

When asked by a Parks Commission member about the tennis courts' condition Parks 

Director Anne Nixon said CBC was contractually obligated to maintain the tennis court 

and they have not been able to afford to do so.  

 

Of course the city should be obligated to either force CBC to fix the tennis courts or 

break the contract. As I reported last week I think nearby Missouri Baptist University 

would be interested in making a deal.    
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Besides the tennis court problems a couple members talked about the poor condition of 

the trails at Preservation Park.  

 

 2010 a honeysuckle removal plan left Longview Park full of views from walking paths 

toward the pond. Within two years the hard work and expense of removing the 

honeysuckle was apparently for naught as the city's park department did nothing to 

keep honeysuckle from retaking the park.   

 

 
The caution tape and cones have been up at the Longview Farmhouse for a month. I 

took this photo in March.  It was the same scene last week. Keeping the 5-year-old 

steps well maintained to the $1.5 million new addition to the house seems as if it should 

be a high priority. At least if they need repair that should be done quickly. Neither is the 

case.   
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POLICE ACTIVITY FOR MARCH: Here is the Town and Country Police Activity Report 

for March.  

 

The following activity was reported by the police department during the month of March: 

 

64 Vehicle Crashes 

23 Criminal Reports (Including 2 Burglaries that were both cleared by arrest) 

28 Driving While Intoxicated arrests 

51 Misc Arrests (Traffic charges, Fugitive charges, Failure to appear charges) 

536 Traffic citations issued (361 speeding) 

 

YEAR TO DATE JANUARY THROUGH MARCH: 

 

188  Vehicle Crashes   

85   Criminal Reports  (2 burglary arrests)  

70    DWI Arrests 

140  Misc Arrests 

1,447  Traffic Citations 

974  Speeding Citations of the 1,447 total citations 

 

 

CLAYTON ROAD TO CLOSE FOR FIRE AND ICE:  Alderwoman Lynn Wright  

announced at the April Parks Commission meeting that Clayton Road would be closed 

on June 21 from Mason Road to the west entrance to Principia.  That should be 

convenient on a busy Saturday afternoon and evening.      
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Someone asked Lynn Wright if Clayton Road was closed how would the fire truck and 

ambulance at the fire station on Clayton Road would respond to emergencies while the 

road was closed and turned into a pedestrian mall. 

 

Lynn confidently said there were be apparatus at both ends of the closure tio respond in 

either direction.  Having been around the block and worked closely with fire 

departments for over 10 years I knew this was a bunch of crap.  

 

On Thursday April 24 I stopped by the Town and Country Fire Station. Absolutely no 

one on duty was aware of the road closure for Fire and Ice.  I watched as their checked 

their calendar book for June 21.  There was no mention.  

 

The on-duty fire captain said they would remain at their station and the people walking 

on Clayton Road will have to get out of their way if they get a call.  

 

It was a nice trip from a fantasy given out at a city commission meeting to reality.             

 

I HAVE SEEN FIRE AND I'VE SEEN ICE 

I'VE SEEN SUNNY DAYS THAT I THOUGHT WOULD NEVER END 

I NEVER THOUGHT I'D SEE FIREWORKS SO NICE...with apologies to James 

Taylor.  

 

"I think it will exciting," said Lynn Wright. 

 

"I'm calling it the First Annual Town and County Block Party and Fire and Ice Fireworks 

show," said Park Director Anne Nixon.  

Fire and Ice used to be held on the campus of the Old 

West County Technical High School off of I-64.  Then Westminster Christian Academy 

bought the campus making major improvements to the property and the one-day festival 

had to be moved.  It relocated to the empty lot on the west end of the Town and Country 

Crossing Shopping Center next to the Target store. After a few years a developer 

bought the empty lot and is in the midst of building new homes on 1/2 acre lots that 

overlook the Target Store's parking lot. So this year the event is on the move. 
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EVENT LOCATIONS:  The Wirth property located on the east side of the Mason 

Village Shopping Center will be one location.  Last year the nearby residents demanded 

that the property be used for just one-acre residential housing. They didn't say anything 

about carnivals on the property.  We were told the "bouncy bounce" and other 

attractions would be on the Wirth Property. Also the music associated with Fire and Ice 

including the volunteer occasionally off-key Town and Country Symphony followed by a 

hired band will all be at the Wirth Property.  

 

 
The Wirth property consisting of gravel and grass.   

 

Across the street from the Wirth Property on the Principia School property, where 

the community garden is located next to the fire station would be another area for 

booths and events.  This is across Clayton Road from the Wirth property.  

 
 

Finally the Mason Village Shopping Center parking lot will be used for booths 

providing food and drink for the "Taste of Town and Country." Somehow I don't think 

this will help the Saturday revenue at the Straub's grocery store, the dry cleaners or 

John Mineo's. The road to the businesses will be closed and if someone could get there 
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via the Mason Road entrance the parking lot will be full of booths and people walking 

around.   

 
 

PARKING:   Lynn Wright said there would be four parking areas all in different 

directions.  

1)   The Principia School on Clayton Road to the east has 370 parking spaces. 

2)   Good Shepherd Church south of the event on Mason Road has a small parking lot. 

3)   I believe there are 80- parking spaces at Longview park on Clayton Road west of  

      the event. The problem with directing people to Longview is they will take up spaces 

      for people who want to use the park. 

4)  The Christian Science Church at Mason Road and I-64 way north of the event.  

 

FIREWORKS:  The fireworks will be shot from the empty field owned by Principia 

located behind the firehouse.  

 

MORE FROM PARKS COMMISSION MEETING: 

 

Trash cans will shrink in Drace Park. Anne Nixon announced that the trash cans in 

Drace Park will be changed to smaller trash cans.  She claimed that some or rarely 

used. (as a regular dog walker at Drace Park I have to disagree with this statement)  

She continued that if there are just two baggies of dog waste in a can and if it fills up 

with rain water and the stink  starts.  

 

There is one trashcan in Drace Park without a cover.  Put a cover on it and keep the 

rain out. The biggest problem is that in the last two years the trash cans were not empty 

on a regular basis.  Several years ago the trash was picked up on the Monday after a 

weekend and on a Friday before the start of another weekend. That is no longer the 

case. Here are some examples.  
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Trash cans in Drace Park are routinely full of trash, usually food containers at the 

pavilion and dog waste bags along the paved path, not with rain water. 

 This photo was taken on a Thursday in April of 2014. 

 

These trash cans (above) were not emptied after a weekend, but went from full to 

overflowing over the next four days. This is strictly the blame of the parks staff.  Smaller 

trash cans will make this worse with the city's current history of not emptying trash cans.  

 

   
These overflowing trash cans at Drace Park are from 2013. The trash is from the 

weekend. The photos were taken on a Tuesday night.  
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The above overflowing trash at Drace Park is not from rain water.  It is full of dog poop 

bags.  The reason it is overflowing is because for over a week it was never emptied.  

 

I call BULLSHIT on Anne Nixon and Lynn Wright's explanation of rainwater filling up 

Drace Park trashcans and the need for smaller one. The need is to empty the ones you 

have.  

 

 

DALTON'S NEWEST LAW FIRM A LOT LIKE THE OLD ONE...DOING 

SOMETHING SLIMELY AND ETHICALLY CHALLENGED:  At Lewis-Rice 

Town and Country Mayor Jon Dalton was usually right in the middle of the slime. He 

created a couple of LLCs in 2004 to obtain property and build a nightclub district south 

of the ballpark on South Broadway. He then had his law firm, Lewis-Rice, represent the 

St. Louis Land Clearance Authority as widow Opal Henderson was sued under eminent 

domain laws and her property was snatched for a song.  She sued and was awarded 

three times what Dalton's group originally paid her. Also sued by the Dalton juggernaut 

was the order of nuns founded by Sainte Philippine Duchesne. The 2008 recession hit 

and nothing was ever build.  

 

In 2014 the Missouri Ethics Commission found Dalton guilty of 27 violations of 

campaign finance reporting laws.  A few weeks later he suddenly left Lewis-Rice. 

 

He went to Armstrong-Teasdale, a law firm that one immediately has to hold in low 

regard as State Rep. John Diehl is a partner.  
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While Dalton has not been caught doing anything questionable yet, the firm took a nice 

hit in Tuesday April 22 edition of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.     

 

In an article by David Hunn, St. Louis Zoo-Museum District Director Pat Whitaker's firm 

Arcturis was awarded a contract worth $45,000 to $100,000 for architectural work at the 

St. Louis Science Center museum, which receives a healthy amount of funding by the 

St. Louis Zoo-Museum District.                       

 Photo swiped from the StLToday website 

by Christian Gooden. Whitaker is at far left listening to a member of the District questioning if she 

should be on the District Board of Directors.   

 

Whitaker, just another in a long list of questionable appointments by County Executive 

Charlie Dooley, claimed she no longer works at the firm, but is the CEO and owns 37% 

of the company. If you remember on Whitaker's resume when Dooley appointed her she 

inferred she had a graduate degree from Harvard, when in fact she attended some 

summer seminars there.  

 

Whitaker in her defense claims she checked with the Zoo-Museum District's attorney, 

Mike Chivell of ARMSTRONG TEASDALE and was told there was not a conflict of 

interest and she need not step down, but she should refrain for voting on any matters 

dealing with the construction project.  

  Mike Chivell of Armstrong-Teasdale  
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But after the St. Louis History Museum scandal of spending $875,000 to buy a piece of 

contaminated property from then board member and former St. Louis Mayor Freeman 

Bosley which was maybe worth $225,000...you would have thought for sure the correct 

answer from any lawyer would be that such a deal while possibly not be a technical 

conflict, it would certainly appear to be one to the public and should be avoided at all 

costs.  But that advice was not coming from Armstrong-Teasdale.   

 

Let's face it...if you have to ask if something is a conflict of interest and unethical it 

probably is and it certainly is in the eyes of the public.   

 

The St. Louis History Museum gets most of its funding from the Zoo-Museum District. 

They never got the Bosley's property on Delmar appraised before forking over the 

$875,000.   

 

You would think that after the History Museum scandal everyone associated with the 

Zoo-Museum District would have learned a valuable lesson that would be retained for 

some time. However, the folks at Armstrong-Teasdale, Mayor Dalton's third law firm in 

11 years, either are very slow learners or have very short memory spans.  Regardless 

their brilliance Armstrong-Teasdale has gotten a spot on the front page of the paper for 

everyone to appreciate.     

 

Within 16 hours of the article appearing online and nine hours after papers hit 

subscribers' driveways, Whitaker resigned. In her letter of resignation she continued to 

blame Chivell and Armstong-Teasdale saying she just did what she was told.   

 

In case you are not a reader of the Post-Dispatch here are the links to David Hunn's 

articles:            

 

 http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/arts-and-theatre/zoo-museum-board-member-s-

company-wins-science-center-contract/article_f941034f-daf8-57bd-917f-

d17ccc9afc22.html 

 

Here is the link to the PD article on her resignation: 

 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/zoo-museum-board-member-quits-amid-

conflict-of-interest-questions/article_1c1c45ab-1566-515d-aa10-fe8ab7c727c6.html 

 

Here is a link to her letter of resignation.  
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http://www.stltoday.com/whitaker-resignation-letter/pdf_4056fa69-3648-5d0d-93e5-
32aea3e8f48d.html 

 

 

 

UANAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 71 

 
April 28, 2014 

 

By  John Hoffmann 

 

DECISION ON WHAT MEETING TO ATTEND WAS MADE EASY THANKS TO THE 

FIRE UNION: Thursdays can be tough and last Thursday was no exception. I had both 

a Monarch Fire District Meeting and a Chesterfield Planning and Public Works meeting 

scheduled at 5:30.  Of course Thursday is also a dinner out evening with the wife 

topped off by meeting our Quatros Stupidos teammates for 8pm Trivia at Fuzzy's Tacos 

in Webster Groves.       

 

But then on Wednesday came another fire union planted story in the St. Louis Post-

Dispatch and on radio and TV.  This story from the union's side only dealt with the 

Monarch Board of Directors purchasing used bullet proof vests from the Chesterfield 

Police Department.  The story claimed the vests would not be worn but installed against 

the inside of the dais where the board members, plus the fire chief and assistant fire 

chief sit during meetings. 

 

 
 

http://www.stltoday.com/whitaker-resignation-letter/pdf_4056fa69-3648-5d0d-93e5-32aea3e8f48d.html
http://www.stltoday.com/whitaker-resignation-letter/pdf_4056fa69-3648-5d0d-93e5-32aea3e8f48d.html
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When I was an assistant police chief I was also the safety officer for a Maryland city so I 

know a little bit about this issue. The Monarch meeting room is a death trap if someone 

tried to pull a "Cookie Thornton."   

 

The board members sit up on a raised platform with no rear exits. There do not have a 

metal detector for everyone who enters the building. They normally have two off-duty 

County Police officers at each meeting. (The Chesterfield Police refuse to allow their 

officers to work the meetings off-duty.) 

 

However if someone simply stood up and started shooting during a meeting, one of the 

cops would likely be able to kill them, but not before a couple shots could find their 

mark.  With no avenue of escape, the best thing the five people sitting on the dais could 

do is get under the table top and be protected by a bullet proof shied. This is not 

uncommon and many cities and courts have installed such a protection area in recent 

years.  The idea of using bullet proof vest being retired by the police is actually more 

cost effective than buying and installing all new bulletproof dais for the room. Plus it is 

very green. 

 

Originally the Missouri Sunshine Law only allowed closed meetings and closed records 

for three reasons:  1) Personal matters 2) Real Estate transactions 3) Litigation.  Over 

the years there have been other reasons added including "security." 

 

Who would come in shooting the place up?  I can think of plenty of people. Perhaps a 

firefighter fired after a second positive drug test under the new drug policy passed by 

the current board. Recently the fire union presented a petition signed by over 80 

employees voicing "no confidence" in a newly rehired Assistant Fire Chief Cary Spiegel.  

 

The fire union has worked hard but unsuccessfully to keep board president Robin Harris 

and Director Jane Cunningham from getting elected and now are focused on Spiegel.       

 

Local 2665 thinking that it is a good idea to reveal a rather low-tech fairly inexpensive 

security procedure the board of directors were installing shows how thoughtless the 

union leadership has become. There are some issues you don't discuss and security 

procedures is one of them.  

 

The other point is who told the union about the new security. It had to be someone with 

the command staff or the clerical staff. I'm betting on the command staff. There is little 

doubt that Chief Tom Vineyard, while making the appearance to get along, really 

doesn't hold the current board of directors in high regard. A number of the current 



14 

 

command staff members came out of the union ranks to open positions when the prior 

union-backed board fired the entire command staff.  

 

At some point the Post-Dispatch, KMOX Radio, KMOV and KTVI need to start ignoring 

some of these pointless or grossly biased news tips that Local 2665 keeps calling them 

about and realize the news tips are merely attempts to obtain free political attacks.   

 

So my decision of which meeting to attend was an easy one.  I went to the Fire District 

meeting.       

 

It turned out there was nothing special at the meeting.  A 35 minute presentation on 

health insurance plans almost put a number of people into deep comas.  

 

Dan Fox of West Magazine, Michael Calhoun from KMOX and I were all sitting in the 

front row.  

 

The only thing that happened of any note was the citizen comment by former Board 

President Rick Gans.  Gans attacked board member Steven Swyers as he is know to do 

for remarks Swyers make at the last meeting. However Gans' comments on the Local 

2665 making the security measure of the dais public were worth noting.  

 

    
 

Here is what Gans had to say about revealing the security plans:  

 

"Finally, I want to address the union's effort to undermine the administration's effects to enhance 

security at the Fire District.  When I was a board member we installed several advanced 

security devices and implemented procedures to keep employees, administrators and ourselves 

safe from threats to life and property.  We did not publicize these measures since the whole 

idea was to remain a step ahead of those who might wish to damage property or harm 

personnel. So what in the world would possess the Monarch union leaders to publicize secret 

plans to enhance security.  
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This compromise to safety is downright irresponsible.  In 2008 I led the Board in observing a 

moment of silence for the Kirkwood elected officials and police officers who were slain during a 

public meeting.  I can assure you that following the horrifying incident there, many local 

government agencies analyzed their security levels and took steps to enhance safety.  The 

latest publicity stunt by the union only goes to demonstrate their apparent reckless disregard for 

the safety of employees and citizens of this Fire District. This is especially disturbing when you 

consider these men and women are suppose to provide public safety services to us.  It serves 

as yet another example of how they will stop at nothing to wrestle control of the taxpayer dollars 

from the very Board we elected to represent us and control the expenditure of our taxes."        

 

 

POINT...COUNTER POINT: For a long time I have enjoyed Kevin Horrigan, now an 

editorial writer at the Post-Dispatch.  I didn't say I agreed with him, but I enjoyed his 

columns on page two of the Post-Dispatch sports section back in the mid-1980s and his 

news column in the short lived St. Louis Sun, also back in the 1980s.  His morning show 

on KMOX, when I was in town visiting I always found much better than Charlie 

Brennan's current show.  

  Kevin on the wrong side    Me on the corect side  

 

That said, when I was a cop in suburban Kansas City I also worked nights on the sports 

desk of the Kansas City Star/Times a couple times a week. Horrigan had worked at the 

Star/Times before going to the Post-Dispatch and had a nickname among the staff of 

"Kevin the Horrible." 

 

Kevin wrote a Fair or Foul piece on Thursday's Post-Dispatch editorial page, that I 

disagreed with. Here is Kevin's piece and it is followed by my response. 

 

FOUL: The Monarch Fire Protection District should sign up with one of those reality TV shows 

where interior designers pop in for a quick makeover of your space. 

Because here’s the thing: The meeting room at district headquarters on Olive Boulevard in 

Chesterfield could use some work. The Post-Dispatch’s Valerie Schremp Hahn reports that the 

latest decor idea involves hanging used bulletproof vests on a dividing wall between the table 

where board members sit and the public seating area. 

http://goo.gl/VfjHPX
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If there’s a legitimate threat (which is doubtful) why not wear the vests? Why not some tasteful 

ballistic glass? Why not good old-fashioned brick? Or steel plate? Something that wouldn’t look 

like a SWAT team’s locker room. 

This will mark the second fashion faux pas since former state Sen. Jane Cunningham, R-

Chesterfield, was elected to the fire board a year ago. Last fall Ms. Cunningham objected to the 

pink T-shirts that the district’s firefighters were wearing as part of a breast cancer awareness 

effort. The shirts prominently featured a union logo, and Ms. Cunningham was elected on a 

promise of reining in the union. 

Tension runs high. The fire board has created an online “transparency portal,” which is a good 

thing. You can find out, for example, that one fire private was paid more than $118,000 last year, 

enough to pay two veteran St. Louis city firefighters. 

The union retaliated by causing a Democratic state legislator to introduce a bill that would have 

prohibited public pensions being paid to fire district board members. The bill went nowhere, but 

it was aimed at Ms. Cunningham’s $16,269 legislative pension. 

Firefighters have now leaked the news of plans to buy the bulletproof vests, less as a decorative 

feature than a safety measure. Presumably board members could dive behind the vest-lined wall 

for safety should someone get past the police officers who provide security. 

This sounds a bit excessive, if not useless. Worse, it sounds tacky. Perhaps the vests could be 

dyed pink. 

— Kevin Horrigan 

 

Sent: Thursday, April 24, 2014 2:06 PM 

To: 'khorrigan@post-dispatch.com' 

Cc: 'tmessenger@post-dispatch.com' 

Subject: Monarch 

 

Kevin: 

 

As someone who has been covering and writing about Monarch FPD for 

the last four years first for AOL and now for my own website...I have to ask 

a question and add a little to your fair or foul piece today. 

 

First the question...when you said nothing was likely to ever happen at a 

Monarch meeting...in December of 2007 would you be saying the same 

http://goo.gl/jZ5CSW
http://goo.gl/PZefQd
http://goo.gl/01Dyqw
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thing about Kirkwood City Council meetings?  Cookie Thornton not only got 

past two Kirkwood cops, his disarmed them after killing them.  

 

In Monarch, the pro-union board fired the entire command staff. A deputy 

chief took a gun walked into the woods and killed himself.  He could have 

just as easily taken that gun to a Monarch meeting.  

 

The formerly contentious Manchester Board of aldermen meetings move 

into a new building.  That building has exit points behind the dais and I 

believe a bulletproof dais. 

 

After the Kirkwood killings in Town and Country they installed metal 

detectors at the front door to city hall for all meetings. There is an off duty 

cop working, plus two command staff officers attending meetings.   

 

The two years I was on the Board of Aldermen in Town and country I was 

worried that someone who was against lethal deer management would not 

mind taking out a couple of aldermen if they thought it would mean saving 

the lives of a few deer.  Town and Country made some security upgrades 

to the council chambers in 2010 and it was never publicly announced what 

those changes were.   

 

Now back to Monarch...The board of directors, plus the fire chief and ast. 

fire chief are basically trapped on that dais. As a police captain in Maryland 

I was the safety officer of a city as part of my duties. I know that if someone 

comes to a Monarch meeting with a gun, they would be able to get at least 

one shot off before the two off-duty police officers could respond. The idea 

of having a bullet proof dais for people to hide behind is a sound one and is 

used by many political subdivisions across the country.  

 

The new board in Monarch just approved a new drug testing policy for 

firefighters/paramedics.  I could see someone in the future being fired 

because of the drug policy and coming to a meeting to exact revenge.  
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GOING GREEN:  What the Monarch president, Robin Harris did was 

thinking outside of the box.  At low cost he simply was going to recycle 

police bullet proof vests instead of buying expensive bullet proof furniture.  

Usually the liberal press favors greenies.  

 

Your comment about the pink shirts missed the mark.  That was an internal 

issue between the union and the new fire board, which was removing union 

logos from district equipment and uniforms.  Against policy the firefighters 

started wearing the pink shirts that sported the union logo in violation of the 

new policy. The union claimed the board was against breast cancer 

awareness and the board claimed the union firefighters were violating 

policy.   

 

While I used to make as much fun of Jane Cunningham when she was in 

the statehouse as much anyone, overall she has done a pretty good job out 

at Monarch. It would be nice if both sides toned it down a bit and if the local 

press would not bite on every news tip coming from Local 2665.   

 

John Hoffmann        

 

REELCTED COUNCILPERSONS DISSED AT SWEARING IN:  Last year 

the group of five, including Dan Hurt beating an incumbent, former mayor Nancy 

Greenwood beating a candidate that was endorsed by most of the members of the 

council, Bruce DeGroot winning (Derek Grier was unopposed) and Bob Nation beating 

Matt Segal who was endorsed by seven members of the council...were entertained by a 

classical woodwind quintet.    

 

 2013 
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This year for the four incumbents who all won by landslide margins found no one sitting 

with instruments and no music stands blocking the way from the council chambers to 

the restrooms.  

 

The four council persons received another oath of office from the most dangerous man 

in Chesterfield, aging hippie with a law degree...municipal judge Rick Brunk.  Brunk 

normally holds municipal court in secret calling lawyers and defendants to the dais 

where he whispers to them so no one in the room knows what the defendants are 

charged with and what ridiculous verdicts Brunk issues.  

 

Once again the council persons are able to stare directly at the guy who allows drunk 

drivers to leave court with no points on their driving record by allowing charges such as 

speeding and careless driving to be reduced to "Illegal parking" and then placing the 

defendants on "no-record" SIS probations for DWI. Unfortunately they have not had the 

good sense to replace him.  

 

  Brunk was not 

whispering when he praised the people he was about to swear in and who he hoped 

would reappoint him despite his sad record on the bench. 
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JOHN DIEHL'S TAKE IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 2014 PLUMENTS:  In the last 

quarter of a non election year State Rep. John Diehl, who had never had an opponent in 

any kind of an election raked in $191,675 to bring his total take of campaign 

contributions to run against no one to $1,516,571.  In the last quarter of 2013 Diehl was 

taking in piles of cash from the Payday loan industry ($5,000), red light camera 

companies ($1,000), tobacco companies ($6,000) and even foreign companies. 

 
In the first quarter of 2014 he only took in $23,100 in campaign contributions. That only 

increased his total haul since 2008 to $1,539,671. Ironically Diehl has a possible 

opponent in his 2014 general election race in November. Of course it is far left-wing 

deer hugging, deer hysterectomy advocate Al Gerber.  (We did not say a viable 

candidate, but a candidate nonetheless.) 

 

Still the $23,100 is the most received by a West County Republican...however a West 

County Democrat received almost 4 times as much.  (see at the end of this section)  

 

However, what Diehl is famous for is not getting money from anyone in his district and 

spending lots of money outside of his district.  Let's see who some of his larger 

contributors were in the first three months of 2014. 

 

$1,000   St. Louis Association of Realtors  Creve Coeur  (This group is in Democrat Jill Schupp's 

district) 

$1,000  Signature Medical Group  South St. Louis County (This group is located in Republican 

Mike Leara's District)    

$3,000  Sprint Nextel  Phoenix, Arizona  

$2,500   Smithfield Foods, Smithfield, Virginia (Smithfield is now owned by a Chinese Company. 

Smithfield has given large campaign contributions to suburban Republicans  and even sent them annual 

Christmas time hams.  All this was in return for legislation that would limit the amount of lawsuits that 

could be filed against Smithfield's two huge hog farms in Missouri by neighboring farmers for pollution to 

their land caused by hog waste.)  

$5,000  Drury Development  Creve Coeur (The hotel company is in Rep. Jill Schupp's district.) 

$2,500  Big Cedar, LLC Ridgedale, MO (This resort outside of Branson) 
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$1,000  Missouri Healthcare Association PAC  Jefferson City MO. 

$5,000  Mo. Soybean Association PAC  Jefferson City (There are no soybeans being grown in 

Diehl's district)       

   

During that quarter and before goofy Al Gerber filed against him Diehl used $1,785.62 

to pay off credit cards.  

 

Now remember these are campaign funds used to run for reelection as a State 

Representative from Town and Country, Chesterfield, Frontenac, Ladue and Des Peres. 

Here are some of the expenses claimed by Diehl in the first quarter. 

 

$843.27   Travel  Fuel  In the first quarter Diehl is driving back and forth to Jefferson 

City every week as the House is in session.  I was unaware of any campaign activities 

in West County.  Of course there was the Lincoln Days dinner in Springfield, Missouri 

that Diehl emceed.  But that is not campaigning as no one there would be voting back in 

his district. Plus it would cost no more than 2 tanks of gas.  

 

$438.04 in meals. It is not like this guy is working up an appetite going door-to-door 

asking for votes.    

 

$156.56  Travel  Parking and Taxis   I'm not aware of any parking lot that charges 

anywhere in Diehl's suburban district.  Diehl has three vehicles registered to his house 

on the corner of Clayton Road and White Stable Road.  I don't think he is taking a 

taxicab to campaign event inside his district.  

 

$99.38  Lodging...Diehl lives in the middle of his district and he needs to charge off a 

hotel room.  I wish he would declare where he stayed.  Was it the Frontenac Hilton or 

the Maryville Marriott in Town and Country?  I sort of doubt it.  

 

$98.37  Car Rental  You have to wonder where Diehl was campaigning that he needed 

a rental car.  

 

$6,025.61 was paid to a "campaign worker" from outside of his district in Maplewood. 

 

$2,745 was paid to website design company in Iowa. here is the website: 

 

http://johndiehl.org/about/ 

 

Believe me it is not worth $2,745.  I had my website built for around $500 and it gets 

18,500 hits a year.  



22 

 

 

$7,933 Political Consultants   This money was spent two months before Diehl was 

aware he had any opposition in the general election. 

 

$8,651 was given to Republican groups and candidates across the state.  

 

I find it interesting that Diehl's deputy campaign treasurer not only does not live in his 

district...she does not live in St. Louis County or Diehl's area code. Jennifer Toppins has 

a Farmington, Missouri address. 

   Jennifer Toppins of Farmington, MO Diehl's deputy campaign 

treasurer. 

 

FOLLOW THE MONEY:   Here are some of the contributions to other local candidates: 

 

Al Gerber:  The liberal Democratic whacko who announced he is running against Dieh 

has not formed a committee yet.  

 

Rep. Sue Allen:  $2,800 was given to Allen who is running for reelection and has no 

opposition.  

 

$2,000   Mednax  Sunrise, Florida 

$300      Monsanto Company  Creve Coeur 

$500      Mary Jane Jokerst 2314 Clifton Forge Dr Town and Country 63131 

 

None of these contributions came from with Allen's district. Jokerst lives in Diehl's 

district.     
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Allen claimed she spent $1,463 in the first quarter to run against no opponent.  

 

On January 1 Allen had $52,667 in funds from prior campaigns. Of that she gave 

$5,000 to State Rep. Rick Stream who has filed as a Republican for the St. Louis 

County Executive race.   She gave another $5,000 to Catherine Hanaway, the former 

speaker of the Missouri House and U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri 

under George W. Bush. Hanaway, from Ladue is running for governor. (Hanaway 

should have stayed in middle class Warson Woods.  I do not see Missouri out state 

voters putting anyone from La De Da Ladue into a statewide office.) 

 

Rep. Don Gosen representing western Chesterfield and Wildwood does not take meals 

or gifts from lobbyists.  But he appears to have spent campaign contributions toward a 

conference which smelled of being a huge conflict of interest. 

 

Gosen is an insurance agent. He spent $475 to attend the NCOIL Conference in 

Savannah Georgia in March.  He spent another $423 with Southwest Airlines to get 

there, plus another $311.62 to stay at a Hyatt Hotel.  

 

NCOIL is the National Council of Insurance Legislators. Gosen is a State Farm agent. 

        
 

Gosen is spending campaign funds not to campaign, but to go to a conference to learn 

how to pass legislation that will help his business. Please hit Gosen with a large slime 

ball.  

 

Sen. John Lamping accepted no money in the first quarter of 2014.  He has 

announced that he is not running for reelection. His campaign account is down to 

$6,476.  Office holders who announce they are not running for reelection often still get 

large campaign contributions because they are still voting on bills.  
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Lamping did not hand out money to another Republican candidates, but what he did 

spend campaign funds on was interesting.  

 

$255 at two different Wal Marts for campaign "office supplies."  If you are not running for 

reelection why would you have a campaign office and why would you need to buy office 

supplies? 

 

$36 for a Post Office Box in Clayton, Missouri. If you are not running for reelection why 

do you need a campaign post office box? 

 

$37 in postage stamps.  If you are not running for reelection why do you need to spend 

out mailings? 

 

$2,072 to Willis Jones on Holts Summit, Missouri outside of Jefferson City for 

"research."  Jones is on the staff of Missouri Lt. Governor (and well known visitor of strip 

clubs) Peter Kinder.  If you are not running for reelection what are you researching? 

 Willis Jones  

        

   

            
Sen.  Lamping and his car from last April parked in a handicapped space in Jefferson City. Lamping of 

Ladue, does not take gifts from lobbyists, but has taken large contributions in past years from companies 

with legislation pending before the Senate, out of state companies and of course Smithfield Farms which 

got legislation passed to help them save legal costs when polluting land owned by small Missouri farmers 

and has taken parking spaces set aside for people with disabilities.      
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Rep. Jill Schupp of Creve Coeur is running for State Senator.  She has received 

$81,102 in contributions in the first quarter. She has received a few from companies and 

PACs and $1,000 from lobbyist John Bargett's firm (Schupp doesn't take gifts and 

meals from lobbyists...I don't know why she is taking campaign contributions from 

them!) but the vast majority of the money came in donations between $50 and $300 

from individuals who live in St. Louis County.  This is totally different from what you see 

coming in from out of state to area Republicans.    

   Parkway North HS alumni Rep. Jill Schupp  

 

          

 

 

 

REAL ESTATE:  Gosh it is under $4,000,000 but by the time you can afford it you 

will have a heart attack on the stairs: 10123 Winding Ridge Road off of Warson Road 

in Ladue is apparently a bargain at $3,950,000. 

 

Six bedrooms, with seven full and two half baths only comes with a four car garage.  

 

Here is some good news. The real estate taxes dropped from 2012 at $29,997 to just 

$28,382 in 2013. The home is owned by C. Marshall Friedman. 

 

The 8,952 square foot house is on three acres. The house was built in 1991. It has been 

listed for sale since December of 2012.  A big problem with the house is there is a 

tennis court, but no pool.  I mean really...no pool for $3.9 million.    
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There are four vehicles to put in the four car garage, but some of them might be better 

off at an auto museum. There is the 23-year-old 1991 GMC Van, the 19-year-old Ford 

Explorer, the 13-year-old Chevy Blazer and finally the 5-year-old Saturn Vue.  The year 

before there was also a 2003 Chevy Malibu and a 1998 Jeep Cherokee. There was not 

a single Mercedes, BWM or Audi in the bunch, not exactly Ladue type cars.  

 

     
1991 GMC Van           1995 Ford Explorer        2001 Chevy Blazer                     2009 Saturn 

 

Unable to sell the house for the last 17 months might tell you that it is overpriced, that the four car garage 

is too small or all the old vehicles on the property are scaring people away.    

 

Friedman is a personal injury attorney. His downtown firm's website claims he specializes in railroad 

injuries, medical malpractice, product liability, car accidents and more.    

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

C. Marshall Friedman 
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The problem I see with having a 3-plus story house is that by the time you get to enjoy it 

you are so old you are likely to have a heart attack on the stairs. But, don't worry about 

the stairs...there is an elevator.         

 
 

 

MUSIC:  On Monday April 21 I hightailed it from the T&C Parks Commission meeting to 

Webster University in time to catch the last half of Sing, Sing, Swing with the 

University's Jazz Collective band made up of students and well known St. Louis area 

musicians plus the all-student Jazz Singers. I was really surprised with the groups' 

performance of Rodgers and Hart's If I Could Write Book, normally a slower love song it 

was done in a very upbeat arrangement for the singers and big band. It was 

sensational. 

 

 The Webster University 

Jazz Singers facing you (at least most of them) with the back of Big band director James Martin.  
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Junior Alyssa Hegwood 

was one of the two standout solo performers I saw.  

 

  
Freshman Jack Catalanotto may need to work on his stage presence a bit, but this kid has an outstanding 

voice.   

 

 
From left to right: Hannah Satterwhite (Columbia) Alyssa Hegwood (St. Louis) Chela Mancuso 

(Chesterfield)  
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FROM THE WIFE'S SKETCHPAD...The jazz trio in action Wednesday night at Sasha's in Clayton. 

 

   
 

 

ALLAN SHERMAN TO THE RESCUE: While I was writing 

up the latest Charlie Dooley appointment to show how Pat Whitaker on the Zoo-

Museum Board managed to land an architectural contract from a facility that the board 

funds, I kept going back to the 1960s and thinking about the Allan Sherman song, 

"Good Advice" which Whitaker could have used.  

 

That led me to google Sherman's Good Advice...which in turn help me find this You 

Tube clip of Sherman appearing on the Dean Martin Show with Vic Damone that made 

me laugh and forget about Dooley's latest appointment. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vR9cT6Jyg4 
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CARTOONS:   

 

 
 

Nothing like some library humor:                 Or a cartoon about a TV cartoon star:  
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The problem of getting rink time in Snoburbia: 
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