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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 299 AND CHESTERFIELD 244 

         
 

October 16, 2017 

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY WARD-4 ALDERWOMAN LINDA RALLO ANNOUNCES SHE 

WILL NOT RUN FOR REELECTION:  Linda Rallo defeated Phil Behnen in 2014 when 

Phil voted for rezoning land from residential to major educational so Maryville University 

could move sport fields and a garage to Conway Road.  The measure passed but 

people living on Conway Road near Maryville vowed to unseat Behnen and they did by 

electing Linda Rallo.  

 

She pissed off the same people who elected her by endorsing Fred Meyland-Smith, the 

gasbag, in 2015, who over the years has repeatedly shown he does not believe in 

fundamental constitutional rights.  They were upset that Meyland-Smith voted for the 

rezoning like Benigas did and also lectured them when they spoke at aldermanic 

meetings.   However, Rallo ran unopposed in 2016.  It can be hard to find people to run 

for office from Ward-4 where some of the wealthiest people in a wealthy city live.      

 

Linda wrote that she is retiring, but I don’t believe there are any retirement benefits for a 

2-term alderperson. Here is part of an email Linda sent out on Tuesday October 10: 
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Rallo, who like Mayor Dalton is lobbyist in Jefferson City, but lobbies for Alliance for 

Childhood Education, a group where she is vice president.  They routinely have 

meetings in Jefferson City on Mondays that conflict with Board of Aldermen meetings. 

Dalton meanwhile lobbies for companies doing business in Town and Country.   

Linda Rallo before the start of the Oct. 9th aldermanic meeting.  

 

WALKERS LOOK OUT FOR A CAR HEADED IN YOUR DIRECTION!  Town and 

Country paved on and off ramps on Clayton Road to overflow parking at the Longview 

Farm Park.  This was done 10 days before the City’s Fall Festival.  

 

 
The entrance to the field for overflow parking is to the west.  The exit is the dicey part to 

the east. Events at Longview, especially the Fall Festival feature plenty of pedestrians, 

kids on wagons, strollers and small bikes using the extra wide sidewalk to reach or 

leave Longview Park. Now the City has made that trip a little more interesting and 

exciting, as traffic wanting to exit will need to drive on the sidewalk to the exit point.  The 



3 

 

same sidewalk being used by kids on bikes, parents pulling kids in wagons and regular 

walkers will also be used by cars, SUVs and pickup trucks.  

 

Here is a statement from Anne Nixon about theproject and use of the sidewalk (Anne 

calls it a trail): 

 

The Longview field entrance/exit comes out of the Parks and Stormwater fund under our maintenance 

contract with T-Hill.  The total for the project is not to exceed $12,000.  It is a one way in and a one way 

out.  The project also addresses drainage issues in that area.  This entrance/exit will be used for event 

overflow parking and staffed, typically by a police officer.   It will be closed with ballasts the rest of the 

time.  I am not taking down any fence at this time.  Cars will drive on the trail for a short distance and 

follow the same path they have previously for events.  

Anne 

 

FALL FESTIVAL HOURS: WHAT WERE A PERFECT TIMES IN 2009 ARE NOW 

IGNORED.  When I was an alderman the Fall Festival was held at Longview Park from 

9am to 12 noon.  Parents of young children said it was the perfect time.  The kids were 

wide awake.  They had just finished breakfast.  They were interested in the different 

activities.  Park Commission chair Lynn Wright and Parks Director Anne Nixon took 

credit for this.  But here eight years later that was apparently not any good.  

 

    
 

Yes now the Fall Festival is between 4 pm and 7pm. This is when kids can be tired and 

hungry with dinner time usually between 5 and 6:30.  The best part of this time is that 

the last hour is at DUSK and then in the DARK as sunset is at 6:24.  It will make it more 
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interesting trying to share a portion of the sidewalk with vehicles exiting the overflow 

parking areas.  

  

The later hours would be perfect if they still had the Plein Air Painting Contest with a 

reception at the Longview Farmhouse, but the Arts Commission cancelled its top event 

earlier this year.  

 

 New This Year:  The City also added craft beer to be sold on tap.  What a great 

idea, have small kids and booze for the parents.  Overflow parking on a non-lighted field 

with part of the event being held in the dark!  Have people with a couple beers in them 

driving in the dark and then down a sidewalk shared with walkers to exit.         

 

 
 

THE MAYOR CLAIMS TO BE BREAKING GROUND FOR THE TOWN SQUARE IN 

THE NEXT FEW  WEEKS:  In the city’s 3-time a year newsletter, The Town and 

Country Times, mailed to every home in Town and Country, Mayor Jon Dalton claimed 

construction should start as early as this fall. Here is what he is alleged to have written: 

 
 

At the time of this newsletter there will be 66 days left in Fall of 2017.  Do you think we 

will see bulldozers and guys in hard hats on the site by December 20 (the last day of 

fall)?    I doubt it.  Maybe ground breaking will be with snow shovels or during April 

showers circa 2018.   

 



5 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR & ACTING POLICE CHIEF SPENDING $120 FOR PANTS:  

I’m all for Gary Hoelzer being the next police chief in Town and Country.  I just have a 

problem with him being City Administrator and Acting Police Chief or both fulltime police 

chief and city administrator.  It is a conflict of interest and is possibly illegal in Missouri.  

 

Mayor Jon Dalton since June has done nothing to fill the position of Police Chief. 

However since August 1 he has had Gary Hoelzer as both City Administrator and Acting 

Police Chief. Last week we showed a letterhead that proclaimed Gary Hoelzer was 

Police Chief, however he had not been appointed to the position or approved by the 

aldermen.  I think Gary would make a great police chief.  But no one should be chief 

and city administrator at the same time. 

 

This week we noticed on the Warrant List that $126 was spent under “police uniform” for 

Hoelzer. Gary told us the expenditure two new uniform trousers.  

 

Then there is the $250 to pre-registered Hoelzer to a Missouri Police Chief Conference 

and seminar in December that would give him enough credits to renew is Police Officer 

Standards & Training (POST) license with Missouri.  

 

Ald. Lindsey Butler asked about the $250 at the work session meeting on October 9.  

Hoelzer said he needed the credits to keep his police license and if he wasn’t hired as 

the full time police chief whoever was could use the registration.  

     
At 10:30 am Gary is in his police uniform and at 7 pm he is in his city administrator duds 

   

MAYOR FAILS TO SHOW FOR THE TWO ALDERMANDIC MEETINGS ON MONDAY 

NIGHT.  Mayor Jon Dalton was a no-show both at the Monday October 9 work session 

meeting that started at 6:30 and the regular Board of Aldermen meeting that began at 7 
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pm.  Aldermanic president Skip Mange said Dalton was running 10 minutes late when 

he started the work session meeting at 6:30 that was over in 10 minutes.  

 

Dalton was still a no-show at the regular 7 o’clock meeting, that lasted 12 minutes.  It 

would have been 9 minutes but Barbara Ann Hughes had to talk about deer as the only 

citizen with any comments.  About three minutes after the meeting had ended Dalton 

showed up. The Board of Aldermen were going into closed super secret session about 

the Town Square, a topic that Dalton started by buying the land for the Town Square 

fiasco then asking for approval.  Of course Dalton claims there is a possible conflict of 

interest with this law firm, Armstrong-Teasdale, having done work for or against current 

developer Bob Brinkman, so he recused himself and does not attend meetings dealing 

with contracts or negotiations.  

 
Skip Mange in the mayor’s seat for the AWOL Jon Dalton.  

 

 

AFTER THE ATTCK BY FRED (I don’t believe in people’s Constitutional Rights if 

they piss me off) MEYLAND-SMITH; THE DYNAMIC DUO HAD LARGEST CROWD 

EVER FOR THEIR MONTHLY WARD-2 FORUM.  We reported how last month Fred 

Meyland-Smith, the official windbag of the board of aldermen, was upset that 

Alderwomen Tiffany Frautschi and Lindsey Butler were holding monthly meetings with 

residents and have city staffers speak on specific topics for 30-minutes taking away 

from their duties at City Hall.  He further criticized them for discussing city wide issues 

that he said should be discussed only before the full board of aldermen.  

 

We used to claim that Fred was a decibel of King George III by not wanting Americans 

to have rights spelled out in the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights. Now 

he appears to be much more closely aligned with Joseph Stalin, believing that people 

don’t have rights, only government (of the Fred Party) has rights.  

 

At the same Aldermanic work session meeting Ald. Lynn Wright bitched about the 

meetings saying how they make the other alderpersons “look bad.”  
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Once we wrote about it and others got the word out there were a lot of people pissed 

about this.   

 

The monthly forums frankly are not well attended.  The normal crowd is between nine 

and 12 people, most being retired.  On Monday October 9, the center meeting room 

was overfilled with over 30 people being present and the majority were younger moms.   

All the seats were taken. 

 
This was just part of the crowd at the forum. 

 

People at the forum thanked Lindsey and Tiffany for holding them.  They asked which 

alderpersons complained so they could complain directly.  Frautschi hem-hawed 

around, until I shouted out the answer.   

 

At the last Board of Aldermen meeting Pete Eggebrecht of Clayton Road and Holly 

Even of Mason Valley Road spoke in favor of Lindsey and Tiffany’s work.  Eggebrecht 

was at the Monday morning forum and said others should go to the aldermanic 

meetings and say what they think.  At the end of the meeting even more people from 

the audience thanked the two.  
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Lindsey Butler mentioned if I thought the comments were in favor of them I should see 

what people posted on Facebook.  I tried to. But each of the facebook accounts of the 

alderwomen are not public and I am apparently not good enough to be anyone’s friend.  

 

The speaker at the meeting was the West county EMS Fire Chief Jeff Sadtler.  

However, Gary Hoelzer was there in his police uniform apparently voluntarily showing 

up despite Fred Meyland-Smith’s complaint of staffs’ time being wasted at the event.    

      

 

DEER REPORT:   

 
This is a windshield shot pulling out of the driveway of five from the herd that lives across the street from 

me. 

       

 The vehicle versus deer numbers in Town and Country were remarkably low for 

September with just three incidents compared to seven for September 2016.  However 

the overall numbers are still up 12-percent; 40 in 2016 v 51 for 2017. 

 

 

 
 

2017 Town and Country Deer Accident Locations through 

September   51 
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I-64   6   (Wards 1, 2, 3, 4) 

I-270   5   (Ward 1) 

Barn Ridge 1 (Ward 1)  

Municipal Center Drive  1  (Ward 1) 

Des Peres Road 1  (Ward 1) 

Topping Road  3   (Wards 1 & 2) 

S. Mason Road Clayton Road to South City Limits   5     (Ward 2) 

Clayton Road Mason to Bopp  10 (Ward 1 & Ward 2) 

Clayton Road Mason to Woods Mill  1 (Ward 3 & Ward 4) 

Park Place    1     (Ward 2) 

Fairfield Oaks Drive     2    (Ward 3) 

Highway 141  11  (Wards 3 & 4)  

Conway Road    2   (Ward 4) 

Woods Mill Road  1 (Ward 3 & 4) 

Ladue Road  1   (Ward 4) 

 

CHESTERFIELD:  Remember, the Chesterfield Police do not keep accurate deer-

vehicle crash information.  They only maintain records of calls received involving deer 

and not dead deer observed by officers on the side of the road.        
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24-YEAR-OLD FROM JEFFERSON COUNTY SPEEDING AND JUST OVER THE 

DWI LIMIT:  On Monday night into Tuesday morning at 12:33 AM Nicole Phegley, 24, of 

Brynes Mill was driving south on Hwy 141 at the same time Officer Yaakub was running 

radar.  Her red Dodge Avenger was clocked at 65 MPH in the 50 MPH zone.  

 

After pulling her over Officer Yaakub immediately noticed the usual signs of intoxication, 

smell of booze on the breath, blood shoot eyes and slurred speech. 

 

After passing some sobriety tests and failing others, Phegley refused to take a field 

breath test.  She was then arrested for DWI and transported to the police station. There 

she agreed to take an official breath test.  The results were .087% BAC.  The legal limit 

is anything under .08. 

 

She agreed to be interviewed and stated that she had just one 8-oz drink at YA-YA’s in 

Chesterfield.  I have to say she does appear to be drunk in her mug shot. 
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OUTCOME:  On February 16, 2017 Plegley with no priors Pled Guilty to both charges.  

She was given a 2-year NO-Fine, NO-Record, NO-Points SIS probation on the DWI and 

was fined $225 with 2-points for Speeding.  Unlike cases in Chesterfield, Plegley did 

end up with 2-points on her driving record from the Town and Country case.   

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY OFFICERS CATCHES DRUNK DRIVER IN CHESTERFIELD:  

On Monday night into Tuesday morning June 14, 2016 Town and Country Officer Beck 

had just checked the westbound lanes of I-64 in Town and Country and was going to 

exit at Timberlake Manor in Chesterfield and either check the east bound lanes or come 

back on the South Forty Outer Road and check businesses.  

 

However his attention was diverted when he saw a red 1999 Pontiac Gran Prix driving 

on the shoulder of I-64 at a high rate of speed.  He watched as the driver swerved back 

onto the road at which time he turned on his radar and clocked the car doing 85 MPH in 

the 60 MPH Limit Zone.  

 

Officer Beck got the car stopped on WB I-64 at Chesterfield Parkway West where he 

contacted the driver Shelby Hoermann, 19, of Florissant. Hoermann showed the usual 

signs of being a drunk driver, slurred speech, smell of booze on the breath, unsure 

balance and glassy eyes.  She passed some field tests but failed others and failed a 

field breath test.  There was an open bottle of rum on the front floor board and she 

admitted having two rum and cokes earlier.  She was arrested for DWI, Improper lane 

Use and Speeding.  

 Shelby Hoermann 
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At the police station she refused to take an official Breath Test.  

Here is some of Hoermann’s record that we could find. 

 

02/27/17         Driving While Revoked                                         Florissant PD 

                       No Proof of Insurance 

                       Arrest Warrants issued for Fail to Appear                                 

11/03/16         No Brake Lights                                                    Florissant PD 

                       Driving While Revoked 

                       Arrest warrants Issued for Failure to Appear   

09/03/16         Driving While Revoked                                          Missouri Highway Patrol 

                       Possession of Narcotic Paraphernalia     

                       11/21/16 Arrest Warrant Failure to Appear 

06/14/16          DWI, Speeding, Imp Lane Use                             Town and Country PD 

05/29/16         Speeding 16-19 MPH over                                    Vinita Park PD 

04/25/16         Speeding 16-19 MPH over limit in school zone     St. Ann PD 

                       06/07/16 Pled Guilty $167 fine 

03/21/16         No Valid Operator’s License                                   Florissant PD 

                        No Proof of Insurance   

                        Arrest Warrants issued Fail to Appear  

02/18/15         Disobeyed Stop Sign                                              Florissant PD 

                       No Valid License 

                       Arrest Warrant Issued Failure to Appear  

   

OUTCOME :  Since Officer Becker didn’t see Hoermann driving in Town and Country 

he filed the charges in State Court in Clayton.  On May 7, 2017 Hoermann Pled Guilty 

before Judge Rob Heggie, the former city attorney of Chesterfield, who broke the 

Missouri Open Records law for years by hiding public documents at his law office.   She 

was placed on a 2-year NO-FINE, NO-Points, No-Public Record probation. The 

Improper Lane Charge for driving at about 75 MPH on the shoulder was amended to 

Illegal Parking. She was fined $50.  However, Hoermann pled guilty to the 85 MPH in a 

60 Zone speeding charge and was fined $250.        

 

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 244 
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October 16, 2017 
 

LEAVE THE NEW BUILDING AND GO BACK TO THE OLD BUILDING: 

After 3-weeks Chesterfield finance director Joan Jandali decided to bolt Chesterfield, 

where the pay was more, the office was bigger and she was closer to her home in St. 

Charles and go back to her job in Webster Groves.   

   
Modern Chesterfield City Hall                           Old Webster Groves City Hall  

 

This is from the Webster-Kirkwood Times: 
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AT LAST SOMEONE IS ARRESTED FOR STEALING AT THE SUNGLASS HUT:  

Week after week the Chesterfield Police Blotter shows thefts from the Sunglass Hut at 

either Chesterfield Mall or more likely the Premium Outlets Mall. So it was nice to see 

that on December 22, 2016 at about 11:30 someone got caught. It fact two were 

arrested in connection with a theft of a pair of sunglasses and numerous other thefts in 

the mall. 

 

Just three days before Christmas the Chesterfield Police had three officers on a plain 

clothes detail working at the outlet mall. After being contacted by the Sunglass Hut 

about a $175 theft, Mall Security called a cell phone of the officers. (Do you remember 

when sunglasses sold for $5 on a swivel rack at Katz Drug Stores?) 

 

The officers quickly found the suspects still in the mall but heading toward an exit to a 

parking lot. They contacted Ashley Hahn, 21, of Ellisville and Taylor Bozich, 21, of 

Eureka at the time of her arrest.    

 

  
Ashley Hahn                                               Taylor Bozich 

 

The women were asked if they had a pair of sunglasses just stolen from the Sunglass 

hut. This is from the police report: 
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   Even the large handbag that was hiding all the rest of the morning’s loot had been 

stolen.   Here is a list of the stolen items recovered: 
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The Sunglass Hut had a video recording of the original theft.  

 

The two women were charged with Stealing, Possession of Stolen Property and 

Possession of Theft Devices even through the theft devices were never explained or 

identified in the police report.  

 

OUTCOME:  On May 13, 2017 the Possession of Stolen Property Charge and the 

Possession of a Theft device charges against Ashley Hahn were reduced to “Littering” 

with a $326.50 fine on each count.  The theft charge was dropped as the Sunglass Hut 

Video showed that Bozich stole the sunglasses.  

 

On June 16, 2017 Taylor  Bozich got a similar sweet deal from Chesterfield prosecutor 

Tim “Never Actually Go To Trial” Engelmeyer despite a video showing her stealing the 

sunglasses plus her and Hahn being in possession of well over $1,000 in stolen 

property.  She pled guilty to three counts of “Littering” with two fines of $326.50 and one 

fine of $225.50 for possession of the unknown theft device. 

 

 With all the thefts at the Sunglass Hut, wouldn’t it have been nice to get an actual 

conviction for “Stealing.”  That is not something Tim Engelmeyer is likely to ever do. 
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Apparently when Hahn isn’t looting a shopping center at Christmas time she likes to 

spend time in the sun or in a tanning salon.  These photos are from her facebook page: 

 

    
 

Bozich’s online photos appear to be of a normal human being.   

 

FOLLOW UP TO ASSAULTS ON OFFICERS LAST WEEK: We were taken 

by surprise last week with a number of assaults on police officers in the weekly 

Chesterfield Police Blotter. Here are two follow ups: 

 

 
  

Donnell Shaw, age 42, resides St. Louis, arrested 9/30/17 at 6:50PM I/64 near Chf 

Pkwy E., for Assault 2
nd

 LEO, Possession Marijuana.  Pending warrant application 

for state charges.  Occurred Premium Outlets. 
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 Donnell Shaw 

Donnell used to live in Berkley. Here is part of his arrest record that we could find 

 

01/11/96    Felony Stealing    1 year Jail                                              Richmond Heights  

08/13/98    1) Armed Robbery 2) Armed Crim Action 15 yrs prison     St. Louis CO PD 

02/11/12    1) Felony Stealing Over $500 2) Illegal use of Credit Card  Brentwood PD 

                   4 years prison  

10/14/14    Receiving Stolen Property Prison 5-yrs  Early Release       St. Peters PD 

09/30/17    1) Assault of Law Enf Officer 2) Poss of Marij  Pending      Chesterfield PD 

 

ASSAULTING A POLICE OFFICER 

 
  

Race Munger, age 26, resides in Chesterfield, arrested 9/30/17 at 10:17 PM, 460 

THF for Assault LEO, Peace Disturbance, Trespassing and Resisting Arrest.  

Municipal Court. 

 

Munger  apparently was disturbing movie goers in the theater.  The Chesterfield officer 

working off duty as security at the movie theater removed him from the theater only to 

be assaulted in the lobby.   
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This is blurry security video of the officer attempting to control the suspect and the suspect 

pulling the officer to the floor.  Movie goers then went to assist the officer.   

 

 This is what I could find of Munger’s record: 

 

11/01/15         Stealing   PG  24 month probation term                          Ellisville PD 

 



20 

 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER:  The Chesterfield police officer who handles 

putting together the weekly police blotter is taking some vacation time this week, so we 

are getting a 5-day blotter.  Next week we should get 9-days worth of activity.  
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THIEF TARGETS WALLETS AND CREDIT CARDS FROM LOCAL YMCAs, 

INCLUDING CHESTERFIELD.  All these new thefts occurred after he was 

convicted of a robbery in Brentwood.  

      

Demetrius Graves was 18-year-old a week before Christmas in 2016 when he robbed a 

person who had advertised on Craiglist wanting to buy a cell phone. Here are the 

details: 
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On February 22, 2017 Graves pled guilty to the robbery and credit card fraud and was 

placed on 5-years probation.  Do you think that he learned something from this or 

slowed down his path to being a career criminal?  Well it didn’t.  A string of felonies 

would soon follow after his guilty plea and probation sentence.  
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 2016 Mug Shot 

 

CHESTERFIELD YMCA THEFTS:  On April 22, 2017 late in the afternoon Graves 

went to the YMCA locker room in Chesterfield and stole the wallet, cash and credit 

cards of Zhi Wang.  He returned to the YMCA lockerroom a month later on May 17 and 

stole the wallet, cash and credit cards of Charles Haws and went to a Wal Mart store in 

Bridgeton and purchased items with a credit card belonging to Charles Haw.       
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 2017 July 5 mug shot 
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Maryland Heights YMCA Theft:  On September 14 Graves was charged with stealing 

a wallet, cash and credit cards from the Maryland Heights YMCA and immediately using 

the credit card on June 5, 2017. 

 

Clayton YMCA Theft:  On June 11 he stole another wallet, cash and credit cards, this 

time at the Clayton YMCA and used a credit card. 

 

Kirkwood YMCA Thefts:  On July 16, August 2, September 24 and October 7 he stole 

wallets, cash and credit cards from the Kirkwood YMCA. 

 

  August 16 2017 Mug Shot 

 

On October 11, 2017 the County Prosecutor’s Office filed a request to revoke his 

robbery probation and sentence Graves on the December robbery in Brentwood. A 

hearing to revoke his probation is set for October 27. 

 

 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVES TWO SIGN PROPOSALS AND CONTINUES 

A THIRD:  Here are the two approved by the Chesterfield Planning Commission on 

Monday October 9. 

 

Midwest BankCentre  The over the door sing on the building on the southwest corner 

of of Clarkson Road and I-64 merely replaces the one of a former tenant.  The 

monument sign in front of the building also replaces a former sign. An electronic 

message board on the monument sign was denied.  



27 

 

    
 

A wall sign was also okay’ed.  The former tenant was “The Private Bank.”   

 
    

DIERBERG STORE ON CLARKSON AT BAXTER: A sign package for the “Market 

Place” Dierbergs store on Clarkson Road at Baxter was approved.  Dierberg’s did not 

submit illustrations of new signs.  

 

SURDYKE MOTOR SPORTS:  Surdyke sells off-road 4-W drive ATVs.  The business is 

located on the North Forty Outer Road in Chesterfield Valley. They made a presentation 

in April requesting to use more of the front lot of their business to store and display 

ATVs for sale.  The proposal was rejected.  They submitted a new proposal in August 

that was presented after staff review on October 9.  
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Here is part of a May 3, 2017 letter to Gary Surdyke from city planner Cecilia 

Hernandez expressing concerns with their original proposal: 
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A motion was made and passed on October 9 to reconsider a revised proposal.  

However that proposal did not pass as the Commission wanted additional questions 

answered.    

   

 

MONARCH BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPROVES TAX RATE. At the last meeting in 

September the Monarch fire Board approved the 2017 tax rate and it is lower across the 

board.  The problem with the Monarch property tax is that they don’t have one tax that 

covers everything they do.  They have separate taxes. 

 

If you own a home in the Monarch FPD your overall 2017 tax which is for general fire 

service, ambulance service, dispatch and pensions is $0.763 per $100 assessed 

valuation.    

 

In 2016 the total tax was $0.805 per $100 assessed, so it has dropped a little more 

than 4-cents.  

 

Monarch Tax Rates for businesses also dropped a little over 4-cents from $.0942 per 

$100 assessed valuation in 2016 to $0.899 in 2017.  The one area that did not change 

was the taxes on personal property (vehicles).  Combined that remains at $0.918. 

RESIDENTS STILL DOUBLE TAXED FOR DISAPTCHING:  Voters put in a 1-cent 

sales tax for 9-1-1 services back in 2009.  However Monarch residents are still paying a 

property tax for fire dispatch and a sales tax for 9-1-1 service.  

 

We asked Monarch FPD President Rick Gans if he ever thought the double taxing of 

residents would end.   My position has always been that running police, fire and EMS 

operations starts with answering the phone and having radio communications.  I have 

always believed that should be in the overall operation budget and not with a separate 
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tax. Having it as a separate budget  will make the general budget artificially low. Rick 

has disagreed with my opinion over the years.  

 

Director Gans sent me back a very long explanation about how much longer the citizens 

will be paying two dispatch taxes.  If I ran the entire long response I could have to cut 

some of the cartoons at the end of the newsletter and we don’t want to do that.  But 

Rick did lay out some of the expenses over the next seven years. 

 

Monarch is a co-owner of CCE911 which is the largest dispatcher of fire and EMS calls 

in St. Louis County and parts of Franklin Co.  They charge their co-owners more than 

then they charge departments and districts that merely contract for the service.  The co-

owners are charged base of assessed valuation.  Since Monarch is the most affluent 

district and have the most expensive homes and commercial property they are charged 

more than say Maryland Heights per call dispatched.  What gets me is that it costs the 

same to dispatch a call in Chesterfield as it does in Maryland Heights.   Here is part of 

Rick’s response:  

 

So let me provide a bigger picture answer: 

 

The savings CCE911 realizes by not having to purchase radios has gone into other capital expenditures, 

primarily refinancing for the purpose of speeding up the payoff of the CCE911 building in Ellisville.  The 

CCE911 owning entities all pay the “Hancocked” 5 cent rate while we only charge contract entities a 3.5 

cent rate (some have just recently come off of a really inexpensive deal of under 2 cents that was 

designed to incent them to move to CCE911).  The CCE911 Board wants to get its owner entities rate 

down to the same 3.5 cents but we cannot afford to do this while paying off the building debt.  The 

recent refinancing provided CCE911 a better interest rate and a path to a much earlier payoff.  When 

this occurs in the next 5-7 years, we and our co-owners will lower our property tax rate for dispatch to 

whatever is the prevailing rate being charged to contract entities, which I anticipate will still be around 

3.5 cents.   

 

John you and I have always disagreed about how dispatch services are paid and my guess is you have 

not changed your position as I have not changed mine.  This may be another case in which it could be 

done differently.  I am satisfied the approach Monarch and CCE911 take with the two types of 911 and 

emergency communications taxes are the right way to handle this.   

 

Rick Gans 

Director 
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LARGE CROWD INTERESTED IN FIRE DISTRICT TAX RATES: At the start of the 

September 28 Monarch Fire Protection District meeting where the 2017 tax rate was to 

be voted on, everyone present at the start of the meeting in the audience were four 

members of the District’s staff, plus me behind the camera.     

 

 
 

 

MONARCH MEETINGS NOW WITH AN OCCASSIONAL LAUGH:  Here is 

what you get when attending Monarch meetings. Rick Gans normally gives a brief 

“president’s report.”  Next is Jean (pronounced Jean-Ann) Millner asked for a resolution 

approving minutes from prior open and closed meetings.  

 

Then it is time for the Treasurer’s report.  That regularly starts off with a brief history 

lesson from Director Robin Harris, normally about some date in history from the 

Revolutionary or Civil War. Harris would announce the bills over $5,000 and then ask if 

there were any questions about any of the bills. 

 

That would bring Rick Gans back in the spotlight and he would ask what seemed like 

endless questions about what this bill was for and what that bill was about; getting an 

answer from Chief Carey Spiegel or Controller Michelle DePew.  9-times out of 10 Gans 

knew the answers but he wanted to put on the record that he was a financial watchdog. 

He recently stopped that on the advice of auditors.    

 

However at the September 28 meeting we got some chuckles with some unexpected 

banter. 

 

Jean Millner as secretary had to open sealed bids to outfit a room with A/V and IT 

equipment.  She was having trouble opening the first overstuff sealed envelope that 
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contained several hundreds of pages (The detailed bid and copies).  Chief Spiegel 

pointed out a letter opener for her to use.  

   

 
 

“This thing is Circa 1952,” she said of the letter opener. Then she commented that it had 

a double serrated blade.  Millner, who supervisors and runs food services for a nursing 

home next said, “You could filet a fish with this thing.” 

 

The problem with opening sealed bids is finding the actual bid amount.  Different 

vendors put it in different places in the paper work.  Few put it on the cover sheet.  

 

Millner pulled out all the pages in the envelope and announced, “I now plan to read this 

out loud in its entirety.”  Such an action would take over an hour.  She paused and then 

said, “Just kidding.” 

 

Once she found and read the bid numbers from all the vendors she cracked, “The staff 

will review all the details of these bids by nine o’clock tomorrow morning.”  Some of the 

staff was not at first sure how to take the new board member, but I was by now laughing 

out loud.           

 

GOOD TV:  Netflix Documentary Involves Murder, Baseball, Larry David and an 

Innocent Man in Jail.   If you are a subscriber to Netflix try to find 40-minutes to watch 

the documentary Long Shot. It centers around the murder of a 16-year-old girl who was 

a witness to a Latino gang murder in South Los Angeles.  The suspect arrested for the 

murder was based on a sketch by a police artist from a witness description  
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The only problem was the man in jail was with his brother and six-year-old daughter at a 

Los Angeles Dodgers baseball game at the time of the murder. His attorney went to 

Dodger Stadium and searched all the video the Dodgers shot of the crowd in between 

innings and on foul balls into the stands.  He spotted his client and his daughter but the 

image was blurry.  

 

However Larry David was filming an episode of “Curb Your Enthusiasm” at Dodger 

Stadium.  A review of all the footage shot clearly showed the defendant and his 

daughter passing David as they returned from the concession stand.  

     

     
 

 

The LAPD detectives who made the false arrest were reassigned out of the Homicide 

Unit.  The FBI arrested and convicted four persons involved in the murder of the 16-

year-old girl. The victim was awarded over $320,000 for the false arrest.  
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The show reminded me how I got cleared of a crime I did not commit in Maryland.  I was 

the key witness in the Taxi License Revocation of a troubled driver.  The hearing to take 

away his license to drive a cab in the Washington DC suburbs was about a week away. 

 

The driver went to a District Court Commissioner and swore out a complaint that I beat 

him with a metal flashlight one night when I stopped him at the Greyhound Bus Station 

in Silver Spring, Maryland.  

 

The one problem with his complaint was that when he claimed I was beating him, I was 

working my second job in the press box as a baseball writer 25 miles away at Prince 

George’s County Stadium covering the Baltimore Oriole’s Double-A minor league team. 

Not only were there a number of witnesses who saw me there, including the PA 

announcer who was a former Assistant U.S. Attorney, but I had a game story online that 

I wrote on deadline with player interviews.  

        
The press box is the open area under the glass VIP boxes.  

 

MUSIC:  Outstanding free Christmas Concert but you need to order your free 

tickets now.  When we lived in DC we were lucky to be able to go to the Air Force or 

Navy Concert Band Christmas Concerts every year at Constitution Hall.  Moving back to 

St. Louis the tradition continued as the Air Force Band of Mid-America plays every year 

at the Scottish Rite at 3633 Lindell. This is just an outstanding concert for the whole 

family.  There are great arrangements of Christmas favorites, plus Santa makes an 

appearance for the kids. 

 

Musicians in military bands are some of the best in the Country.  All have master 

degrees in music and can really produce a great sound.  

 

 



35 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Unfortunately you need to order the free tickets now. The Scottish Rite has a parking 

garage attached to the rear of the building allowing you to walk right from your car into 

the building.   Here is how to get tickets. 

 

Mail a self addressed stamped envelope requesting up to four tickets to for either the 

Saturday December 2nd 7 pm concert or the Sunday December 3rd 3-pm concert to:  

 

Scottish Rite 

Christmas Music Series  

3633 Lindell Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63108 
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If you are one of the first 250 requests you will also receive a free parking pass. 

Otherwise garage parking is $5.  

 

We usually go for two years and take a year off.  This is an off year.  However there are 

a couple other Christmas concerts this year we highly recommend including Dean 

Christopher’s at the Sheldon on Tuesday December 5.  

 
 

 Jim Manley’s Mad Brass and Rhythm , who will have a member of the Air Force 

Band filling in for a regular, who has a conflict.  The show will be at Jazz at the 

Bistro on Friday night December 22 and Saturday night December 23.  

 
  

FAVORITE OBITS PHOTOS:  Robert Mudd died last week at the age of 88.  He was a 

sergeant and started with the Highway Patrol in 1953.  According to the 1958 Missouri 

Blue Book as a 5-year trooper Mudd was making $3,900 a year while living in St. Louis 

County.  He retired after 33 years in 1986. His longest assignment was as a detective 

assigned to Troop C.   
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The photo used for his obit was in his Highway Patrol uniform .  The interesting thing 

was the uniform did not change during his whole career.  Troopers until 1988 were 

required to wear the same long sleeve shirts with a tie in the summer that they wore in 

the winter. 

 

In 1988 short sleeve shirts were allowed with no tie.  He still had to wear the over the 

shoulder Sam Browne Belts.  Prior to 1988 these were very dangerous as a suspect 

fighting a trooper could grab the belt and try to pull the trooper to the ground. In 1988 

they introduced over the shoulder belts that would break away. 

 

I remember when I was a cop in Liberty Missouri in the 1980s on hot summer days 

when the temperature would be above 100-degrees and the pavement on I-35 would 

often buckle, we would go and assist Troopers on accident calls so they could get into 

their car with the air conditioner before they passed out from the oppressive heat.  

 

    More good photos.  
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OBITS:  If you remember six months ago we ran the obit of Audrey “Kiss” Kissel 

Lafser, 91, who graduated in 1943 from Hancock High School in South County. In 1944 

she played second base for one season for the Minneapolis team in the All-American 

Girl Professional Baseball League.  She was 91 when died and there was no mention of 

her death in the sports section of the Post-Dispatch.  

 

 
 

Now another St. Louis native St. Louis resident died who also played in the AAGPBL 

and then served as a WAVE in the Navy during WWII. 

 

Edna Dummerth played a few game with Audrey Kissel for the Minneapolis Millerettes 

and then for the Racine Belles.  Edna “Frankie” Dummerth played just 16 games of 

professional baseball before joining the United States Navy WAVES.   

 

Dummerth died on October 8.   

 

Both Kissell-Lafser and Dummerth are in a special section of the Baseball Hall of Fame.  

Granted she only played 16 games before enlisting in the Military but after the movie 

Field of Their Own, you would think any women professional baseball players from the 

St. Louis area deserve a mention on page two of the Post-Dispatch Sports Section on 

their death.  
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CARTOONS: Editorial cartoonists seemed to all have a theme on the same topic lst 

week..  
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