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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 314 AND CHESTERFIELD 259 

         
 

January 27, 2018 
 

 

MORE MONEY POURED INTO TOWN SQUARE PROJECT:  Another $27,000 found 

its way onto the Town and Country’s 2018 Deficit Budget and the Town Square actual 

expense list (not the phony one put out by the city.) This time it is an additional $27,000 

for architectural fees for the pavilion.  The total for extra unbudgeted money spent on 

the Town Square in January was $52,000.    That was until Monday when there was a 

bill for a first reading.  That one was for revisions to the Town Square and came in at 

$115,000.  That brings the total for the month up to $167,000. 

 

 
2018 Town and Country Budget Deficit 

 

-$6,242,773       Start 1/1/18 

         25,000      01/08/18 Engineering/Design for Town Sq  Maintenance Building.  

-$6,267,773 

         27,000       01/22/18 additional architectural fees for Town Sq Pavilion 

-$6,294,773  

       115,000       site revisions to the final Town Square Plan 

-$6,409,773 
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TOWN SQUARE COSTS  

 

$2,250,000    purchase price in January of 2015 

      $34,845    misc expenses including consulting fees 

 $2,284,845   total spent at the end of 2016 

+    330,000   spoil sampling, engineering work, consultant fees 2017 

  $2,614.845 

+$5,759,208  2018 construction costs for grounds and stormwter retention pond  

$8,374,053   
+     340,000  unbudgeted for east side trai, constrasting paving stones and 2nd restroom   

$8,714,053  
+     156,386  approved 11/27/17 for payment to American Water to move water main 

$8,870,439  
-$810,000 purchase price by Brinkman Development for 2.4 acres zoned commercial   

$8,060,439  
 +      40,000   approved on 12/11/17 for $196,294 for second restrooms in Town  

                       Square. $156.294 already budgeted. Additional $40,000 for new 

                        Sanitary Sewer lines placement. 

$8,100,439 
+         25,000   Engineering design for Maintenance Building   01/08/18 

$8.125,439 
+               106  Coffee for the Dec 16 Town Square “Ground Breaking” added on 1/8 

 $8,125,545 
+          27,000    Architectural Service for Town Square Pavilion add on 01/22/18   

$8,152,545 
+       115,000   Modification to Town Square Plan, Landscape plan 

$8,267,545 
 

Now the $115,000 is not coming directly out of the general revenue reserve.  Instead it 

is being hidden by the Dalton Administration and it is coming out of the Capital 

Improvement Fund that started the year with $5,799,208 for the Town Square and still 

growing.  

 

NEW PLANS:  If you notice the large area that was to be contrasting colored large 

pavers will be going green with sod on top of water permeable concrete base that will 

allow irrigation and the use of vehicles on the grass without destroying it.  
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The big question is why wasn’t this revision plan completed in November or no later that 

the first week in December when the 2018 budget was approved?  This is just the 

beginning contractors adding more and more bills onto this project and a Board of 

Aldermen with no one will to scream ‘ENOUGH.”     

 

Here is a breakdown of the new costs:   
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I-64 CRASH KILLS ONE INJURES MORE IN SIX VEHICLE ACCIDENT:   At 8:20 on 

Tuesday January 23 witnesses reported Ryan C. Stoll,35, of Ballwin was eastbound on 

I-64 between Mason Road and I-270 cutting in and out of traffic in his 2004 Honda 

Accord, when he cut in front of a tractor trailer. Reports were Stoll could not see rush 

hour traffic backing up in front of the tractor trailer that cause him to brake suddenly and 

have the truck he just cut off basically run over the back of his car killing him.  

 

Stoll lived in an apartment at 203 Steamboat Lane.  
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Six vehicles were involved in the wreck and three other people were taken to the 

hospital for treatment.  

 

Chesterfield residents Zachary Schoessel, 16, driving a 2013 Ford Mustang and Oliva 

Neidenbach, 17, driving a 2006 Acura.  Neidenbach received injuries.  All cars in the 

crash were totaled.   

 

This is the same location where in 2008 a distracted truck driver trying to use his cell 

phone drove on top of over a dozen cars slowed or stopped trying to exit I-64, killing 

three immediately and a fourth later.  Since that crash happened in Town and Country I 

wrote a bill based on Delaware State Law to outlaw the use of a cell phone while 

operating a car.  I could not get one member of the T&C Board of Aldermen to second 

my motion for a first reading.  Shortly after this the Missouri Legislature passed a law 

making it illegal for cities or counties to outlaw cell phone use by drivers. Only the 

legislature could and they have never been interested in doing so a decade later,  as 

more and more states ban cell phone use by drivers.  

 
 

 



7 
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CANDIDATE WITHDRAWS FROM TOWN AND COUNTY RACE:  The race in Ward-1 

is down to ONE, Skip Mange.  Michael Cozad withdrew from the race on Monday 

January 22.  Mange who appears to want to spend any amount of money possible on 

the Town Square project and other non-essential projects. He is a former mayor who 

spent money on trapping and relocating deer only to have them die of capture 

myopathy. The experiment was costly and deadly. The Missouri Department of 

Conservation outlawed the practice.  Mange was then a two term County Councilman.   

 

It was rumored that he had talked about stepping down this year, but those rumors were 

killed like a captured deer when he filed for re-election in December.  

 

Cozad got 45% of the vote last year against incumbent Lynn Wight.   

   
Skip Mange and former alderwoman Amy Anderson at an early Town Square meeting, where at the 

beginning of each meeting Mange would announce “We are not concerned with costs, so please don’t 

ask questions on how much something will cost. At this time with two Christian Science Church members 

the board of aldermen consisted of 25% of people who did not believe in doctors or medicine.  On the 

right is Mike Cozad working a poll on electionday while running against Lynn Wright.  
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OUR APOLOGIES  TO CHESTERFIELD SGT. KEITH RIDER.  TWO TOWN AND 

COUNTRY OFFICERS OUT DO HIM.   Several weeks ago we ran a photo of 

Chesterfield Police Sgt. Keith Rider on a 12-degree day giving a TV news interview at 

his desk wearing a short sleeve shirt. I apparently owe him an apology.  In my 30 years 

in police work officers did not wear short sleeve shirts in the dead of winter.  They wore 

long sleeve shirts or uniform sweaters.  One of the reasons was when you stepped out 

of a police car on a call you never knew when you might be able to return to that car. It 

might be for some time.  There was that good reason.  The bad reason was that rules 

required you to wear summer or winter shirts regardless what the temperature was.   

 

   
 

But the reason for my apology is that 12-degrees seems warm compared to when I 

walked into the T&C city hall and police building on Tuesday January 16.  The 

temperature was 8-degrees at 6 PM and dropping. Officer Josh Hamel and Alex 

Pflueger were present at the Police, Fire & EMS Commission wearing short sleeve 

shirts. 

 

I jokingly accused the city of saving money by not issuing long sleeve winter shirts.  I 

asked Plueger if the city had given him any long sleeve shirts.  He replied they had. I 

have to wonder how low the temperature has to get before he will put one on. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE POLICE OFFICERS MOVING TO LONGVIEW FARM PARK:  

It was also announced that the two Community Relations officers who wear short sleeve 

shirts when it is 8-degrees will be stationed in the old section of the Longview 

Farmhouse located in Longview Park.  
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There is some unused office space on the right side of the Farmhouse (east side). 

 

Police Chief Gary Hoelzer stated at a recent police commission meeting the office 

would be centrally located.  Of course the police department and city hall isn’t exactly 

far away from the center of town.  I think with the West County Dispatch Center 

providing dispatch services to Town and Country, Creve Coeur and Frontenac located 

at the T&C Police Station things were getting crowded. However, Chief Hoelzer was 

adamant that room was not an issue.  Here is part of an email he sent me on the 

subject: 

 

From: Hoelzer, Gary A. [mailto:HoelzerGA@town-and-country.org]  

Sent: Monday, January 22, 2018 2:25 PM 

To: John Hoffmann 

Subject: RE: question 

Hi John, 

The primary reason to move our two officers to an office at Longview is to put officers in the 

midst of the community activities that occur at Longview. We do foot patrols in our parks now 

and this seemed to make sense to actually place an office in the House.  

 

TOO BAD FOR CHANGE:  Officer Josh Hamel going into Community Relations is a bit 

of a downer for someone like me who follows arrests.  Hamel over the years has made 

a lot of on-view arrests. His reports at times could be a little more detailed, but he is 

active when he is one patrol and with good results.  

 

Also Freddie Yaakub was promoted to the rank of corporal.  This means on a sergeant’s 

day off Cpl. Yaakub will be in charge.  This will be good if Yaakub makes officers under 

him write as good of an arrest report as he does, with all the details and facts without 
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depending on a dashboard camera.  The problem will be if Yaakub starts handing off his 

arrests to lower ranking officers who can’t do as good of a job.  

 
Chief Gary Hoelzer hands Cpl. Yaakub a proclamation concerning his promotion.   

Yaakub came to the Town and Country force from the County Police. 20 years ago you 

saw officers leaving municipal departments going to the county.  In the last five years 

that trend was reversed when the County had no pay raises and a number of municipal 

departments started paying more.  

 

The good item is that Officer Katie Exline has left as the community services officer and 

returned to the street.  Exline was very good at making on-view arrests and wrote 

excellent reports.    

 
 

SURPRISE, SURPRISE, SURPRISE!  TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE COMMISSION 

TO SPONSOR DISTRACTED DRIVER SIMULATION:  Normally if a Commission is 

going to sponsor an event it is placed on a meeting agenda, there is a discussion and 

then a vote to see if the commission WANTS to sponsor the event.  That is apparently 

not the case for the Town and Country Police, Fire and EMS Commission.   

 

Commission Chair Tiffany Frautschi simply told the commission the following, “The 

Distraction Driver Simulation (April 14) is being sponsored by our commission.”   Tiffany 

apparently was not going to put up with any questions or discussion on the matter. 
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I asked who decided to sponsor the event since the police commission first heard of it 

on Tuesday January 16.  Here is what I was told. 

 

From: T F [mailto:tiffanyfrautschi@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, January 22, 2018 2:48 PM 

To: John Hoffmann 

Subject: Re: Police Commission question 

I spoke with both Gary and Jeff about hosting the event.   

   

TOWN AND COUNTRY MOVES TOWARD A PRIMARY SEAT BELT ORDINANCE: It 

currently is not exactly “Click it or Ticket” concerning wearing a seat belt in Town and 

Country.  On a state wide level the seat belt law is what is known as a “Secondary 

Offense.”  In other words a police officer has to stop you for a primary violation like 

speeding, running a stop sign or expired license plates and notice you are not wearing a 

seat belt before he can given you a $10 seat belt citation. If the officer sees you not 

wearing a seat belt and you have done nothing else wrong, you can’t be stopped and 

cited.  

 

However if a city adopts a primary seat belt ordinance officers can issue $10 seat belt 

tickets simply if they see you not wearing the safety belt.  The Police Commission was 

presented with a bill to change the city ordinance to be a primary violation.  It was 

passed and sent to the Board of Aldermen. 

       
 

 

CHANGES AT TOWN AND COUNTRY SCHNUCKS:    Last week they ripped out the 

breakfast/lunch counter to your right as you enter the west entrance to the supermarket. 

 

We were told the former short order/diner area was being replaced with refrigerated 

display cases,  However there is still a grill located just a bit further west.  You can take 

your freshly grilled food to the coffee shop area where they will be expanding seating.  
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WEST COUNTY EMS AND FIRE DISTRICT WAS NOT ABLE TO ANNEX TOWN AND 

COUNTRY OR GET A SECOND ENGINE HOUSE.  NOW THEY ARE TRYING 

SOMETHING NEW:  In 2006 my wife and I moved back to Missouri from the Maryland 

suburbs of Washington, DC and bought a house in Town and Country.  In February of 
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2006 we had moved in.  A month later a firefighter was knocking on the door wanting us 

to sign a petition to be annexed into the fire district. 

 

This was crazy as the city provided fire service and instead of continuing a city fire 

department they elected to contract with West CO EMS & FPD.  The fire district wanted 

to cancel out a 5-year contract they had just signed and take the entire city into the 

district, which would raise my property taxes by more than $500 and many others by as 

much as $1,000.  This was a clear money grab.  But that was not all.  

 

The fire district people talked about long 7-to- 9 minute response times to the far north 

section of town.  They wanted to build a second fire house.  That would mean 18 or 

more Union firefighters and promotions of rank and file union members.  It was one big 

scam. 

 

The fire district got the annexation question on the ballot.  But it was withdrawn when 

opposition rose to a fever pitch and it was found out that T&C Mayor Jon Dalton was on 

the Fire District’s payroll as a lobbyist when he signed the new contract.  

 

Dalton said at the time that this would not be the last of the matter. 

 

Now in 2018 the Fire District that could not get 18 new firefighters now has come up 

with a new idea.  It is to try and get 6-to-8 new firefighters.  They want to add a two-

person fast response small truck that would not be at a fire house but stationed in the 

field.  I don’t know, maybe parked outside of the Marriott-Maryville Center Hotel or 

Maryville University. These two persons would respond to EMS and fire calls in Ward 4.  

 

    
 

Ward 4 shows the most EMS calls in 2017 (561) and fire calls (190).  That is because 

there are two large scale assisted living centers on the south side of I-64 both in Ward-
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4. (Delmar Gardens and the Lutheran Senior Citizens Center) Both are close to the fire 

station.  Also since half of I-64 that runs through Town and Country is located in Ward-

4, it creates both more fire/recue and EMS calls. But the number of calls on Ladue Road 

or north of Ladue Road is small.  

 

Ald. Tiffany Frautschi instead of shutting down this proposal before it could get started 

announced at the last Police/Fire & EMS Commission meeting that the fast response 

truck would be studied.  

 
 

The people who live on the east side of Mason Road across from the furthest north T&C 

subdivision of  Muirfield are in Creve Coeur and they are also looking at long response 

times like the 6.4 minutes on EMS calls and 7.37 minutes on fire calls in T&C.      

 

The Fire District answered 1,601 EMS in T&C for 2017 or 4.4 EMS calls a day.  That is 

the highest number when compared to the two other West CO EMS& FPD fire houses. 

With three major hospitals nearby this means the ambulance is out of service between 

4-and-6 hours a day, or available 18-20 hours a day, unless it is out on a mutual aid run 

to another department.  This has increased slightly in 10 years.  In 2010 the ambulance 

call rate was at or just under 4 a day.   

 

Again the main reason for a slight uptick in EMS calls are more rooms in assisted living 

facilities.   

 

There were 499 Fire/recue calls in 2017 or 1.4 calls a day.  This is up from just under 

one call a day in 2010.  
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FIRE DISTRICT RESPONSE TIMES IN TOWN AND COUNTRY:  Chief Jeff Stadler 

claimed that response times were long in Ward 4 and Parts of Ward 1.  The long 

response times in Ward 1 might be for a WCEMS&FPD vehicle, however under mutual 
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aid both Frontenac Fire Department and Des Peres equipment are closer as much of 

T&C Ward 1 borders both communities.  So the actual response time is better than what 

was presented.   

 

I CALL BULLSHIT ON THE RESPONSE TIME SHEETS SUPPLIED BY THE FIRE 

DISTRICT:  Attached to the one page of color graphs were 66 pages of call information 

that contained the Ward, the call, the call number and the time the response took.  IT 

DID NOT GIVE the address, the time or date of the call.  Of course rush hour conditions 

and bad weather could impact response times.  That information is hidden as is the 

approximate location of the call such as a street name. The 66 pages go from longest 

response time to the shortest in each ward.  Here is an example of the partial amount of 

information provided: 

 

 
 

CAR BREAK-IN AT GOLD’S GYM LEADS TO ARRESTS AT AIRPORT:  Here’s the 

story.  A woman parks her car next to a marked County Police car goes into Gold’s Gym 

in the Manchester Meadows Shopping Center of Town and Country.  She figures being 

next to a police car, her purse will be safe.  However the off-duty cop finished his 

workout and leaves. 

 

Then her car is broken into.  The two people who broke into her car were from 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi.   Here is a shot of the suspect’s vehicle: 
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Next this group of people took her credit cards to the Lowes and Target stores in 

Ballwin. It is then they are on video. 

   
 

Next they are arrested by Airport Police trying to use the stolen credit cards to buy 

airline tickets to get out of town.  

 

Town and Country Police arrested them and presented the cases to Bob McCulloch 

office.  The cases were refused for the illegal use of Credit Cards since the suspects 

didn’t get anything. Attempted crimes are the same as the crime and carry the same 

penalties.  However the County Prosecutor’s Office looks for ways to reduce case 

volume so they can continue to operate without getting buried alive.  However, these 

cases should have been issued since the suspects traveled to the region to commit 

crimes. 

 

The cases were issued in Municipal Court and there was a $500 bond each suspect, 

which they made, meaning they will never be seen again.  

 

Here the arrest information: 
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 Pladee Clayton B/M 23 yoa (1994) from 7x Wisteria Drive Hattisburg, MS. 39401 

was arrested 1/19/18 20:22 on the charges of Stealing- Ordinance and Property 

Damage-Ordinance. Charges were issued by the Town and Country Prosecuting 

Attorney.    

 

William Mcelroy B/M 22 yoa (1995) from 10th block of Key Stone Drive Petal MS 

69465 was arrested 1/19/18 20:22 on the charges of Stealing- Ordinance and 

Property Damage-Ordinance. Charges were issued by the Town and Country 

Prosecuting Attorney 

    
Clayton                          McElroy 

   

DEER CULLING NUMBERS THROUGH  01/24/18 

 
These are the numbers through Wednesday night 1/24/18 with a total of 282:  

Ward 2:  6 (two sites) 

Ward 4:  3 

To-date ward breakdown: 

Ward 1: 35     12% from Ward 1 

Ward 2: 149   53% from Ward-2 

Ward 3: 40     14% from Ward 3 

Ward 4: 58     21% from Ward 4 

Total: 282 

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
x-apple-data-detectors://2/
x-apple-data-detectors://3/
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UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 259 

       
 

January 27, 2018 
 

MORE ON THE CHESTERFIELD VALLEY PUMPKIN THIEF   This is Part 2 of at 

least a 3-Part Series on Peter, Peter, Pumpkin Stealer. North Central Illinois family 

farmer Larry McGinnis wasn’t the only victim of Chesterfield Valley Pumpkin Patch 

operator Peter Wolff.  It turns out there were lots of them.  It is just that McGinnis is the 

biggest victim of them all having $79,000 worth of pumpkins stolen by Wolff.   

 

If you remember in last week’s edition we wrote about how Wolff had given McGinnis, 

who runs a family farm in rural Bureau County, Illinois a bad check for $27,000 and then 

made no attempt to make the check good or pay the remaining $52,000 for the rest of 

the pumpkins delivered before the check bounced.  

 

   
 



21 

 

 
 

Wolff has judgments dating back to the 1980s that he has not paid.  From 1996 to today 

we count $447,375 in court judgments against him with most not being paid.  

 

We have since learned from various sources that Wolff has had a gambling addiction 

problem and lost thousands of dollars at area casinos.  

 

Contrary to information found in a Post-Dispatch article Wolff never worked for the 

Rombachs, owners of Rombach Farms that had run a Chesterfield Valley pumpkin 

patch for decades until 2017.  Wolff and Betty Miller, described in other news reports as 

a spokesperson for the Rombach Farm were merely vendors, with Wolff running a “beer 

tent” and Miller running a “funnel cake stand.”  

 

The Rombach family had a 15-year relationship with the largest Wolff victim, the 

McGinnis Farm to supplement the pumpkins grown at the Rombach farm. 

 

Here are some of the other Wolff victims of Halloween pumpkins 2017: 

 

1 Dean Wolfe (no relation) is  a lawyer who owns land where Wolff’s pumpkin patch was 

located.  Sources tell us that Peter Wolff never made his rent payments.  

 

2  Another pumpkin supplier got a $3,000 bad check from Peter Wolff and stopped all 

deliveries. 

 

3  The company that rents the blow up bounce amusements for kids came back and 

took them prior to Halloween due to non-payment. 
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4   Several sources commented that Betty Miller and Wolff have been involved in other 

under-funded enterprises that victimized suppliers, often with Miller signing checks 

instead of Wolff. 

  

While McGinnis supplies pumpkins to other metro areas in four states, a $79,000 loss is 

considerable since his wife is currently being treated for cancer and the treatments are 

costing about $10,000 a month.  

 

McGinnis admitted that Chip Rombach cautioned him to get money in advance from 

Peter Wolff, but Chip’s brother, Steve Rombach told McGinnis that Wolff was good for 

the money.    

 

“Trusting people is one of my own faults,” McGinnis told us. “He (Wolff) is a real son-of-

a-bitch. A heck of a con man,” he added. 

 

  Peter Wolff with some of McGinnis’ pumpkins.     

 

The Rombachs figured out what was going on quickly involving Wolff.  On the Rombach 

Farm facebook they were directing people to the Pumpkin stand next to the Taubman 

Outlet Mall two miles to the east. 

 

This was the location that the City Council kept from opening until 2-weeks before 

Halloween due to large inflated advertising characters that the Taubman people wanted 

to use that the City Council objected to.  Here is the difference, the people running the 

pumpkin operation at the Taubman Outlet Mall weren’t ripping anyone off or stealing 

from small family farms.   

 

Here is the Rombach Farms facebook posting directing people away from Peter King to 

the pumpkins at the Taubman Mall parking lot: 
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Next week we will report on more schemes and theft attempts by Wolff. 

             

CHESTERFIELD SAYS GOODBYE TO THE POST-DISPTACH: At the January 18 

Planning and Public Works Commission meeting it was decided to stop running 

required public notices in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch due to excessive costs.  

 

 
 

The Post-Dispatch has a record of doing this.  Estate Sales used to be in Classified 

Section on Fridays, usually on the same page as garage sales. 

 

The estate sale ads costs several hundred dollars and as much as $600, while garage 

sale ads taking up the same amount of space were usually less than $100.  It used to 

be you would see a copy of the Post-Dispatch classified section on dash board of 

almost every car parked at an estate sale.  That started to charge around 2010. 

 

The ads all went on websites and no one was paying to have the ads printed in the 

Post.  Their pricing drove away an entire segment of advertisers.  

 

Now Public Notices or legal notices concerning bids zoning changes and other  matters 

that are required to be advertised in a paper by state law or going to the Countian 

newspaper that is read by real estate lawyers and developers. It comes out weekly. 
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Justin Wyse, the Chesterfield Director of Planning  said such ads in the Post-Dispatch in 

2007 cost about $570 per notice.  He said that now they cost between $800 and $900 

and sometimes over $1000.  He added similar ads in the weekly Countian cost between 

$50 and $60.  The weekly put out by Missouri Lawyers Media costs over $400 a year.   

 

Councilman Barry Flachsbart wanted the full notice placed in the Countian and a 

smaller notice placed in the West News Magazine that is mailed to every address in 

West County.  Flachsbart wanted the smaller ad to give a link to the posting on the city’s 

website.  

 

“Every time e do something like that generic people complain,” said Wyse.  

 

“We need to abandon the Post,” exclaimed Flachsbart.  A motion to advertise in the 

Countian with a short ad in West Magazine referring people to the city website passed.    

 

The one problem might be is that West Magazine is only published 35 times a year.  3-

times a month, except January when it is printed just twice. 

 

     
Wyse          v         Flachsbart 

 

SO MUCH FOR INDEPENDENCE OF COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS:  It was another 

case of Wyse v Flachsbart and the other three Planning & P-W committee members.  

 

The Aventura at Wild Horse Creek, is a 170 unit apartment complex proposal, on 12.6 

acres of land between Wildhorse Creek Road and Old Chesterfield Airport Road.  One 

side of the 12.6 acre plat is a trailer park.  If you remember an apartment proposal for 

the trailer park was turned down.  Opponents did not want the low-income residents to 

be forced to leave.  Despite the fact the city zoning requirements force them to keep 

1960s era trailers and not upgrade to newer and safer units.  
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The Planning Commission had already gotten the developers (Above All Development 

represented by Grimes Consulting) to agree to the following: 

 

 
 

Here is where things got a little weird. 
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All the members of the Planning and Public Works Committee (Councilperson Dan Hurt, 

Michelle Ohley, Barry Flachsbart and Guy Tilman ) want  a combined meeting with two 

other independent city government bodies to make sure they all stick to the same 

rulings.   

 

“We need a meeting of the minds,” said Dan Hurt. 

 

“Can we direct staff to ensure of a meeting before this goes to the Architectural Review 

Board,” asked Barry Flachsbart. 

 

“We have to be aware where this is and how special it is,” said Michelle Ohley.  

 

The committee wanted a meeting the Planning Commission, ARB and itself to be sure 

they follow the same actions and get similar positive results.    

 

The city planner Justin Wyse was getting a little frustrated with the committee.  “I don’t 

think it (meeting) should be about just this project. “ 

 

Hurt then interjected, “I think the applicant would be happy.” 

 

A representative of the developer was also getting a little frustrated too.  “We would like 

to be given a guidebook, a rule book as to what to do.” 

 

Wyse then made a clear statement that I don’t think the committee appreciated.  

 

“We are holding a property owner hostage to do what they are already doing,” he 

exclaimed. l    

 

Here is my problem with what was suggested.  These committees, boards and 

commissions are supposed to be independent.  If you bring them together and tell all of 

them at once what kind of rulings to make you are stripping them of their independence.     

 

If city staff wants to meet with each group and explain what staff is trying to accomplish 

it is one thing.  Brining them all together and have the likes of Dan Hurt and Barry 

Flachsbart lecture them on what to rule and how to do their job is bad government.  It 

also could cause head injuries if any members drift off to sleep and their head hits the 

table hard. 
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POLICE BLOTTER AND MORE: 

 

Here is an update on some of the cases that appeared recently on the Chesterfield 

Police Blotter: 

 

 

 Christopher H Green  “Praise the Lord and pass the meth 

and the pipe.” 
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 Errol Janho 

 

Here are the documents from the court files: 
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CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER: Read and find out what the 

police were dealing with last week. 
 



30 
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MONARCH TO RE-MARK NEW VEHICLES:  Four new vehicles including an 

ambulance at the Monarch Fire Protection District were marked with black lettering.  At 

a December meeting all three Directors complained that the markings were hard to read 

at night and if the sun shined on them during the day.  They proposed changing the 

black decal lettering to something easier to read.  This seemed like a no brainer.  I was 

wrong.  The Union Shop Steward Brett Coleman had something say about it..  
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This seemed to me to be a little strange as Coleman as the shop steward has avoided 

pissing off directors by complaining about little things that have no impact on the pay or 

benefits of firefighters/paramedics as his predecessors were famous for doing. Coleman 

got up and said the following: 

 

“The members like the more utilitarian appearance.  I think they look exceptional.  I’m 

proud of the way they look,” he said.  

 

     Brett Coleman 

 

  Here is the black lettering on the ambulance 
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“What if we modify the lettering to make it more visible,” ask Fire Board President Rick 

Gans. 

 

Here is the change to an easier to read lettering: 

 
 

 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE FIRE DIRECTORS GONE, LONG TIME PASSING (Our 

apologies to the late Pete Seeger and the Kingston Trio) This is what I found when I 

attended the last open meeting of the Monarch FPD. 

 

 
 

Only District President Rick Gans was there.  Director Robin Harris was on a video link 

from a hotel room. (Harris has about a year to go before his retirement as a senior pilot 

for Delta Airlines.)  Jean Millner was out of town for a family event.  

 

FOOD:  CIRCLE 7 RANCH HAS SECOND WEST COUNTY RESTAURANT UNDER 

CONSTRUCTION:  If you think the parking lot is too full at the Circle 7 Ranch on 

Clayton Road, soon you can see if they will fill up a bigger parking lot in Des Peres on 

Manchester Road east of Bopp Road in the shopping center anchored by the Ace 

Hardware.  It looks like there should be a spring opening.  
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BUSINESS:  Toys’R Us Closing two stores in area including one in Chesterfield.  

Toy R’ Us announced as part of their bankruptcy reorganization they would be closing 

two St. Louis Stores.  One in Bridgeton and the one in Chesterfield on THF Blvd in 

Chesterfield Valley.  

 

However they will keep open the Outlet store at the Premium Outlet Mall, plus two on S. 

Lindbergh, one in Sunset Hills and one in Mehlville.  

 

MUSIC:  ANOTHER FUN NIGHT FOR RAT PACK AND MORE:  The Rat Pack is 

simply one person, Dean Christopher.  In November he put on a highly entertaining 

show as part of his four-year Rat Pack Monday gig held five or six times a year at the 

One-19-North in Kirkwood.  The show on January 22 was just as good.  I quit promoting 

Dean’s appearances because the small restaurant and bar fills up when Dean takes the 

spotlight.  

 

He started adding three special guests about a year ago.  When he first introduced 

them he was solo, because the backup musicians were laughing so hard they had to 

quit playing.  Joining the usual guest stars of Frank, Dean, Sammy Bobby Darin, Jerry 

Lewis and others were Sylvester the Cat, Elmer Fudd and Daffy Duck.  You did not 

want to be sitting too close to the mic as the spray was at times a heavy mist.   

 

Here is a link to an article I wrote for St. Louis County Arts on Dean Christopher.  If you 

have the time, take a look. 
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https://stlcountyarts.wordpress.com/2017/05/03/dean-christopher-a-st-louis-gem-not-to-

be-missed-by-john-hoffmann/ 

 

 

  
Dean all smile in the first set.  Valerie Tichacek who performs with Dean with the Route 

66 Big Band, sat in for number. 

  
Dean as the Chairman of the Board.  Dean dances wih a customer during an 

instrumental bridge.  

 

Double Dose of Val and Dean:  On Wednesday night were we guests at a practice 

session of Route 66 Jazz Orchestra at the Unity Church in Mehlville for rehearsals of 

the vocal numbers before the band’s February  27th Concert at the Sheldon Hall.  

 

Valerie, a graduate of the Kansas City Music Institute, does much or the arranging for 

the band.  The vocals for the February 27 concert are all original Nelson Riddle 

arrangements of well know songs tweaked by Valerie for the band.  One of my favorites 

was the arrangement originally for Matt Monroe (England’s Frank Sinatra) of Strike up 

the Bank.  It was originally for a 1927 Broadway play by George and Ira Gershwin. 

Most people remember Strike up the Band from the 1940 Mickey Rooney and Judy 

Garland movie. 

https://stlcountyarts.wordpress.com/2017/05/03/dean-christopher-a-st-louis-gem-not-to-be-missed-by-john-hoffmann/
https://stlcountyarts.wordpress.com/2017/05/03/dean-christopher-a-st-louis-gem-not-to-be-missed-by-john-hoffmann/
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Valerie goes over an arrangement of St. Louis Blues.  Dean looks over vocal arrangements before the 

start of rehearsal. Below: Dean sings one of the vocals with the band.  

 
 

REAL ESTATE:  1536 S. Mason Road is a 3.24 acre lot with two homes on it.  The 

white frame house near Mason and the house in the back which is occupied by the land 

owners.  

 

It is being markets as a “tear down” lot by realtor Carla Borgard for $850,000.   

  
Rear house                                                          front house 
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LETTERS: 

Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2018 4:22 PM 

To: johnhoffmann@charter.net 
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John, Silver Lining in Town and Country has a new owner, 
Cynthia Steinert. 
 
There is going to be an open house on Friday Feb 2 from 2 
till 7. 
 
If you could put this in your newsletter it would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

 
This business is behind Straub’s in the lower level of the Mason Woods 

Village Shopping Center. 

 

Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2018 12:12 PM 

To: johnhoffmann@charter.net 

Subject: Brinkmann Frontenac 

 

Mr. Hoffman, 
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While your Mayor builds a park for his buddy Brinkmann to have a restaurant located in 

at great expense to Town and County. 

 

Travel down Clayton Road to Frontenac and see what another Brinkmann attorney 

Vince Keady is doing to Frontenac. Brinkmann wanted to build an assisted living facility 

on the old Ladue Early Childhood site. 

 

The Grove Assisted Living LLC and Brinkmann Construction are located at the same 

address. 

 

Brinkmann currently has two active lawsuits against the City of Frontenac.  

 

Information on case number 16SL-CC03786-01 - THE GROVE ASSISTED LI V CITY 

OF FRONTENAC. State Case over Zoning. 

 

4:16-cv-01783-HEA The Grove Assisted Living, LLC v. City of Frontenac, Missouri et al. 

Federal Case of alleged violation of Brinkmann’s Civil Rights. Brinkmann is even suing 

his business party John O’Connell, they own a plane together. Read City minutes from 

5/19/2016. 

 

At least your Mayor lives in T and C, Frontenac last Mayor did not live in Frontenac 

unless you believed he lived with his divorced wife. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

CARTOONS:   

 

https://www.courts.mo.gov/casenet/cases/searchDockets.do?inputVO.caseNumber=16SL-CC03786-01&inputVO.courtId=CT21
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