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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 320 AND CHESTERFIELD 265 

         
 

March 11, 2018 

 

IT’S BACK!  WESTMINSTER LIGHTS CAMPAIGN IS BUBBLING UP FROM THE 

GRAVE:  The alleged “Christian” academy and its supporters won’t give its neighbors a 

few years off from the Football Field lights controversy.  They were turned down in 2008 

by the Town and Country Planning and Zoning Commission.  They were going to 

appeal that to the Board of Aldermen but withdrew the appeal.   

 

At the time I was an alderman and suggested that they build the football stadium on the 

campus they had just bought from West County Tech in the northwest corner of the 

property so the lights would shine onto a parking lot of an adjoining office building.  

School leaders said that would be too expensive.    

 

 
 

In May of 2015 the Town and Country Planning and Zoning Commission for a second 

time turned down the request for the lights that would shine into several subdivisions to 

the south of the Westminster campus.  The school appealed the case to the Board of 

Aldermen and was turned down in September.  In October they sued the City in Circuit 

Court.  A year later a judge found in the city’s favor.  It was estimated WCA spent well 

over $100,000 in legal fees and much m ore counting expert opinions and reports. 
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You might think the school could wait five years until 2021 before starting all over again, 

but you would be wrong. Apparently the parents of students at WCA have no problem 

with their sons getting head and brain trauma playing football, they would just like it to 

occur at night.  

 

Also the alleged Christian institution is dissing its neighbors and refusing to be good 

neighbors by letting this issue rest. Here is the current online petition.  

 

 
 

CBC WANTS MORE NIGHTS FOR ITS FOOTBALL FIELD LIGHTS.  We have also 

heard that local consulting engineer, George Stock,  who is currently on the city’s 

payroll as a consultant on the Town Square project has quietly gone to the city on 

behalf of CBC High School which currently has a special use permit to operated football 

field lights 28 nights a year to extend the amount of nights.  We made an inquiry with 

Mr. Stock about this and after two weeks have not heard from him on the subject. 
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CBC was violating their special use permit until neighbors from across I-64 began to 

complain and the city ordered them to obey the permit.  As usual Town and Country 

refused to issue citations for the violations.  

 

SEWER LATERAL COVERAGE MIGHT BE OFFERED IN TOWN AND COUNTRY AT 

200% MORE THANB ADJOINING TOWNS. There is currently a bill in Town and 

Country that just got first read that would allow residents to receive marketing from 

Utility Services Partners   The spokesman Lee Zell for Utility Services Partners quoted a 

price of $7.75 a month for what he called a “Sewer Lateral Coverage” from the sewer  in 

the street to your house, but not inside the house with Utility Services Partners Private 

Label, Inc. If the city waived any extra costs it would $7.25 a month. 

 

Unincorporated St. Louis County and all other municipalities except three have sewer 

lateral insurance.  If you sanitary sewer line breaks from your house to the MSD line, 

the city controlled insurance coverage minus a deductible will cover a large portion of 

the repair for between $5,000 and $8,000.  Town and Country and Ladue are the only 

cities with no coverage and Sunset Hills is the lone city with the Utility Partners 

insurance.  
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The city controlled Sewer Lateral insurance is yearly charged added to your property tax 

bill between $27 and $50 a year depending on the rate of claims the city is handling.  

The private insurance quoted by Zell is $93 a year.   

 

When I was on the board of aldermen I introduced a bill sewer lateral insurance.  It did 

not get a second.  Statements were made that the Finance Commission (now Ways and 

Means Commission) felt that Town and Country residents were wealthy enough to pay 

for sewer lateral breaks themselves. 

 

Several alderperson since me campaigned on trying to get Sewer Lateral Insurance 

passed, but no bills were ever presented.  While Town and Country should pass a bill 

and provide required Sewer Lateral Insurance like the rest of the county, I don’t see it 

happening as long as Mayor Dalton is in power and Skip Mange, Lynn Wright, Fred 

Meyland-Smith and Jon Benigas are on the Board. 

 

So the more expensive coverage is better than nothing.  

 

Zell announced homeowners would be paid $8,500 per incident.  There is a 30-day wait 

period for coverage.  Homeowners in Town and Country would be “marketed” for the 

service over three years. Zell also said they offered insurance for water pipes and sewer 

lines in house for an additional $119.88 a year. 

 

   
 Zell at the mic and the T&C Hippie City Attorney Steve Garrett seated with the ponytail.  

Read to the bottom os this story to see why there is a photo of the Charcoal House. 

 

After the meeting I went up to Zell, who immediately said his company won’t let him be 

quoted.  I told him that it was too late for him as he just finished speaking at a public 



5 

 

meeting.  I told him I just wanted to make sure I had his name spelled correctly, that I 

would be quoting him regardless of his corporate policy.  

 

He then indicated he had a very healthy expense account when he asked if I had a 

recommendation for a steak house.  He mentioned he had tried all the expensive ones 

(Al’s, Tony’s,  Kreis’ and Ruth Chris’.)  I suggested Tuckers, indicating it was cheaper 

because there was no linen table cloths or napkins and then mentioned Texas 

Roadhouse at which time he made a face.  So I suggested the Twisted Tree or the 

Charcoal House where steaks start at about $30.  He was off to the Charcoal House.       

             

FOR THE NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY THE DESIGNATED DRIVER CRASHES CAR 

AND APPEARS TO HAVE PISSED ON HIMSELF.  Town and Country Officer Jordan 

Fowler was on patrol on January 1, 2017 at about 3:24 AM when he observed a white 

2015 Dodge Dart against the curb on SB Woods Mill Road just south of the McDonalds 

and the entrance to the Lamp & Lantern shopping center.   

 

He contacted the driver of the car Matthew Kasoff, 21, of 1878 Braumton Ct. in 

Chesterfield. Kasoff stated that he did not know what happened for sure but gave a very 

unusual explanation as to why he pulled over. This is from the police report along with 

Officer Fowler’s diagram of what actually happened.  
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Officer Fowler’s report laid out some of the key clues that Kasoff was drunk. 
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In his report Officer Fowler he mentioned that the top of Kasoff’s pants were wet as was 

the bottom of his shirt and his fly was open.  He inferred that Kasoff had urinated on 

himself.  

 

Kasoff was asked to recite the alphabet beginning with the letter “J” and ending with the 

letter “W.”  According to the Police Report, these were his responses: 

 

  
 

He was arrested and at the police station agreed to take a breath test.  The results of 

the test showed Kasoff’s BAC level to be .13%. 

 

In an interview at the police station Kasoff said he was the designated driver for the 

night and for his cousin David Wells. 

 

This is interesting as Wells was sued by Kasoff for injuries he received in an auto 

accident in 2013 when Wells and Kasoff were under 18-years-of-age.  Kasoff was 

awarded $8,000 once he turned 18.   

 

Kasoff, the safe driver, who stopped driving due to “turbulence” was driving Wells this 

time.  Neither Wells or Kasoff claimed any injuries.  

 

Besides the past litigation against his cousin, on 12/26/13 Kasoff was cite for speeding 

26 MPH above the speed limit in Linn, Missouri.  Linn is the County Seat of Osage 

County and Hwy 50 goes through the middle of town just south of Jefferson City. On 

July 3, 2014 he pled guilty and was fined $400. (The judges in Osage County are a little 

tougher than the ones in St. Louis County.)    

 

OUTCOME: on August 17, 2017 Kasoff pled guilty before Town and Country Judge 

Niehoff for Improper Lane Use and was fined $175.  He pled guilty to DWI and was 

placed on a 2-year No-Record, No-Fine, No-Points SIS probation.  He was assessed 

$262.50 for court and police costs.      

 

WE SHATTER FRED MEYLAND-SMITH’S BELIEF THAT A 1055 SQUARE FOOT 

HOUSE IS HALF OF A SMALL HOUSE:  At the February 12 Board of Aldermen 

meeting there was a variance bill to allow a 1055 square foot “pool house to be built.  

Ald. Fred Meyland-Smith commented that would be “half-the-size” of a small house. I 

guess when you grow up on the east coast and have a hyphenated last name you were 
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unaware of houses under 3,000 square feet.  Here are some more houses that people 

actually live in and raise families in houses that are under 1,000 square feet. 

  
885 Sq feet Shrewsbury                                   984 Sq Feet  Shrewsbury 

 

  
890 Sq Feet Webster Groves                    925 Sq Feet Webster Groves 

 

    
490 Sq Feet  Webster Groves   728 Sq Feet  Webster Groves 

 

 The man who considers a 2,100 square foot house as being 

“small.” 
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DEER REPORT: TOWN AND COUNTRY AND CHESTERFIELD: 

   
Town and Country:  There were four deer-vehicle incidents in February compared with 

five in 2017.  So far in 2018 there have been 7 deer v vehicle incidents compared with 

11 in 2017.  Keep in mind 361 deer were kill in a January 2018 bait and shoot culling 

operation.  

 

 
 

2018 Town and Country Deer Vs Vehicle report 

February 28,  2018 

 

Clayton Road (Mason to Bopp)  1   Wards 1 & 2 

Mason Road south of Clayton Road   1   Ward 2 

Mason Road North of I-64  2   Ward 4  

Hwy 141    2    Wards 3 & 4 

Ladue Road   1  Ward 4 

 

CHESTERFIELD:  Please remember that the Chesterfield Police have refused to keep 

track of dead deer on the side of the road hit by vehicles.  (That may be changing.) 

They only track deer incidents where officers are dispatched or a firearm is used to kill 

an injured deer.  Here is the February report: 
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CHESTERFIELD DEER MEETING: The Chesterfield Public Safety Committee met 

before the City Council meeting on Monday March 5.  The lone item on the agenda was 

Deer Management.  Chair Barry Flachsbart along with Guy Tilman and Michelle Ohley 

were present.  Councilman Dan Hurt did not show for the meeting, but was at the 6:30 

agenda review meeting and the regular 7 PM council meeting. 

 
Also at the meeting were Police Chief Ray Johnson, City Administrator Mike Geisel, 

Councilwoman Barb McGuinness (a late arrival), special guest Erin Shanks, wildlife 

expert from the Missouri Department of Conservation and three people (two deer lovers 

and one sensible person) from the Conway Forest subdivision.  



11 

 

Prior to the meeting Committee Chairman Barry Flachsbart suggested that I make 

comments or ask questions, since I was well versed on the subject. 

 

The White Buffalo contractors who did the city’s first deer census (only over four days) 

in January found an average of about 25 deer per square mile. However they did not 

count the deer in the ag areas along the Missouri River.  

 

When the fact that no census was done of deer along the river, City Administrator Mike 

Geisel said it wasn’t necessary since there are deer stands ever 1000 feet.  I don’t know 

how to nicely say this, but last year less than 30 deer were reported killed during the 

hunting season.  It is very easy to count stationary deer stands and a lot tougher to 

count moving deer.  

 

Erin Shanks stated she was surprised the census count was as low as it was.  She then 

killed a popular myth that deer lovers like to spread against deer harvests. 

 

“There is a common misconception of deer replacing themselves (higher birth rates and 

moving to areas with high harvest numbers) as they are killed (harvests).That is simply 

not true”  Shanks also stated that in the wild in Missouri there is normally 1.1 fawns per 

doe annually.  However in the suburbs where there are fewer or no natural predators 

other BMWs the fawn survival rate is just under 2 per doe.  

  Erin Shanks, wildlife biologist and possibly the smartest person 

in the room.  

  

I mentioned that one deer census is useless and you need at least three more involving 

more days than just four to establish a dependable baseline.   

 

I also mentioned how in all State Parks rangers keep lists of locations where deer are 

hit by cars and locally Town and Country and Manchester do the same thing. When 



12 

 

they see dead deer on the road it is counted before the highway department is called to 

pick up the carcass.    I said it was FREE and gave officials and citizens an idea over a 

several year period which areas are more dangerous for deer-vehicle collisions.  

 

Chief Johnson admitted the city only lists where officers are dispatched to shoot and kill 

deer that are severely injured from car collisions or impaled on fences, plus cause 

damage to cars where the owners bother calling the police. Chief Johnson acted as if 

making lists of dead deer on the road was something new.  But I have asked about it 

and councilpersons have asked about it and were told “we don’t do that.”  

 

The Committee voted 3-0 for the police department to start doing that or at least report 

back why they can’t.     

  

The lady deer lover at the meeting stated in Time Magazine it was reported that more 

people die in their bath tub than are killed by deer in traffic collisions. This is like an 

apples and oranges statement.  There are far more older people fall in bath tubs in 

America.  Local government can’t do much to stop it.  Local government can and should 

try to reduce the number of deer and vehicle encounters.  

 

END OF MORNING TRESPASSER PATROL: One in custody. Unfortunately also one 

deceased being brought in by the security agent to the entrance of HQ.  
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UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 265 

       
March 11, 2018 

 

 

CHESTERFIELD MALL COMMENTS:  At the February 22 Planning and Public Works 

Committee some long term planning issues came up.  One involved the property of 

Chesterfield Mall and the areas surrounding it.  

 

Chester Mall is actually owned by four groups.  They are, Sears, Macy’s, Dillard’s (with 

the store closed for over a year after water pipes burst) and the owners of the Mall 

section.  

 

“It is highly unlikely the Mall will be redeveloped piece meal.  It is one of the most 

desirable sites in Missouri,” said Development attorney Mike Doster.   

 Mike Doster 

Two days later there was an article in the Post-Dispatch on the not-to-distinct dismiss of 

Chesterfield Mall.  

 http://www.stltoday.com/business/local/over-retailed-in-chesterfield-struggling-mall-

tops-concerns/article_e54e5bea-8566-5c81-9011-7185c7112031.html#tracking-

source=home-top-story-2 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR TRUE TO HIS WORD FOR ABOUT 90 SECONDS: At the 

Thursday February 22 Planning and Public Works Committee meeting Chesterfield City 

administrator Mike Geisel left the conference table and sat with the peons. 

 

http://www.stltoday.com/business/local/over-retailed-in-chesterfield-struggling-mall-tops-concerns/article_e54e5bea-8566-5c81-9011-7185c7112031.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-2
http://www.stltoday.com/business/local/over-retailed-in-chesterfield-struggling-mall-tops-concerns/article_e54e5bea-8566-5c81-9011-7185c7112031.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-2
http://www.stltoday.com/business/local/over-retailed-in-chesterfield-struggling-mall-tops-concerns/article_e54e5bea-8566-5c81-9011-7185c7112031.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-2
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Several members of the committee asked why he was not at the table. He replied, “I 

don’t want to play a strong role tonight. I’m just visiting.  Shortly thereafter the meeting 

started.  Within 90 seconds Geisel had his hand up wanting to talk about Chesterfield 

Village and Chesterfield Mall agenda issues.     

 
 

CITY’S WRITE UP OF THE CITIZEN OF YEAR IS ERROR FILLED AND GIVES A 

WRONG IMPRESSION.  PER THE CITY POSTING CHESTERFIELD CITIZEN OF 

THE YEAR VOLUNTEERED AT SOME PLACE I AM NOT FAMILIAR WITH:  The City 

of Chesterfield took the surprise out of the March 19, 2018 Citizen of the Year award by 

announcing the winner is Rosie Bergh.  Other nominees included Doris Frazier, Terry 

Benda, Janis Silverstein, Gary Budoor and Jeanne Clauson. 

 

Besides listing all the thousands of hours of volunteer work Ms. Bergh has done at St. 

Luke’s Hospital, schools and the FIRE WORKERS UNION.  I have to wonder if the Fire 

Workers Union has anything to do with the Firefighter’s Union Local 2665.  

 

 
 

 
 

Then the city press release included the following: 
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We are not sure where Marie de Village is located or if it is an incorporated city.  It 

couldn’t possibly be Maria de Villa in Town and Country could it?  

 

We sent a Sunshine Request to the City of Chesterfield trying to learn who wrote this 

press release.  We found out a City Hall staffer Michele Gentile merely posted the copy 

after it was sent to her, so we are still in search of the author.    

 

DETECTIVE JANE CUNNINGHAM GOT TO THE BOTTOM OF THE 

MISINFORMATION SUPPLIED BY THE CITY:  Jane Cunningham, a reformer who got 

elected to the Monarch Fire Protection District in 2013 and turned the Board of Directors 

along with Robin Harris into a pro-taxpayers organization from a pro-union one had sent 

out an email to the council questioning having anyone who volunteered with the Fire 

Union as Citizen of the Year.  Cunningham however followed this up with a phone call 

to Rosie Bergh and got to the bottom of it. Cunningham then sent out a correction email, 

which begged the question of how the city could put something so misleading on their 

website. 

 
From: Jane Cunningham [mailto:jane.cunningham7@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, March 8, 2018 2:06 PM 

To: Barb Mcg; Ben Keathley; Tom DeCampi; Michelle Ohley; Flachsbart, Barry B.; 

dhurt@chesterfield.mo.us; Bob Nation; Jerry Right; Michele Gentile 

Subject: Relieved and Impressed 

 

For background, below is the email I sent you on March 5th.  Others shared my concern and at least one 

other person I know of called Chesterfield City Hall as I did.  I finally just went to the horse's mouth and 

called Rosie Bergh to find out about her involvement with the Firefighters' Union.  She was disturbed 

about the wording regarding her fire district work since it gave the wrong impression.  It had come from 

the person who recommended her but she did not know how to get it corrected to accurately reflect 

what she had done during the 1990's prior to 1998 when Rick Gans was elected to the Monarch Fire 

Board. 

 

Rosie and others organized a citizen group because they were disturbed about the spending of the then 

Chesterfield Fire District.  She and a friend started attending Fireboard meetings regularly which 
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angered the pro-union board so they changed the meeting time to 7am.  That did not stop Rosie and 

her friend from attending even though she remarked that she and her friend were very fearful to 

walk from the meeting to their car.  The Board then prevented citizen comments.  

 

The citizens' group got involved in the elections to change the Board.  She said her church (St. John's 

UCC) provided a bus to the residents of Friendship Village to take them to the polls to vote.  Following 

that, the flag at their church was torn down.  Four women who lived at Friendship Village told Rosie that 

the firefighters used their private records of ambulance calls to contact those residents with the warning 

that if they did not vote for the union candidate, the paramedics would not respond to 911 calls from 

those residents.  Rosie also said that firefighters were working the polls in uniform on election day.  She 

finally gave up because it was such an impossible task to make needed changes.  She did add though 

that when I ran for the Monarch Board she wanted to call me but did not know how to reach me.  It was 

a delight for both of us to have that belated conversation.  Rosie was delighted to hear the specifics of 

the progress but was especially pleased that all Monarch public employees are listed by name with all 

their salaries and benefits on the Monarch website.   

 

The good news is that others stepped forward to continue Rosie's courageous fight, and the abuse of a 

political subdivision she recognized has been contained. 

 

Hooray for Rosie Bergh's valiant efforts on behalf of taxpayers. 

 

I also got to talk with Jerry Wright, Chair of the Citizens' Committee.  He emphasized to his committee 

members in the meeting agenda:  "As a reminder - Our selection is preliminary until the Council and 

Mayor have reviewed and approved it.  So we cannot tell anyone outside this meeting who the selectee 

is.  The City will make the formal announcement."  And from the Citizen Committee meeting minutes: 

"This nomination will be forwarded to the City Administrator, Mayor and City Council for final 

approval."  

 

My response from Mayor Nation to the email below was: "We had nothing to do with the selection and 

obviously had no knowledge of her involvement with firefighter union." 

 

Although according to the guidelines, the City Administrator appears to have the obligation to present 

the recommendation to the Mayor and City Council for review and approval by adding it to the City 

Council Agenda, they are not forced to take a vote.  Jerry Wright and I both agree it diminishes the work 

of the Citizens' Committee and the Citizen of the Year for the Mayor and City Council to not review and 

approve the nominee.  Additionally, if city leaders who know community issues, did review the 

nomination prior to a vote, they could have caught this problem, checked it out and corrected the public 

posting on the City's website that actually hurt Rosie's record. 

Respectfully, 

 

Jane Cunningham 



17 

 

Later the same day Cunningham’s email went out all references to Bergh working as a 

volunteer for the Fire Worker’s Union were dropped from the post on the city website. 

STUPID LAWYER IS ALSO LIAR LAWYER:  We have called Bill Lawson the lawyer 

running against Tom DeCampi “The Stupid Lawyer” after he came to a City Council 

meeting complaining that the city provided me with a copy of $800,000-plus 10-year 

lease for a 1-plus acre vacant lot owned by the Doorack family.  He accused me of 

posting information including emails, that never should have been released, on my 

website.  In other words Lawson was totally unaware of the Missouri Sunshine Open 

Records Law and the fact that the city had been violating the law for seven years.  

 

  Stupid Liar Bill Lawson   

 

Leases and real estate contracts along with all votes and correspondence about them   

HAVE TO BE MADE PUBLIC UPON EXUCUTION OF THE DOCUMENT per Missouri 

State Law.  It was something that Lawson did not know when he accused the Council of 

breaking the law by giving me the information.  The Council had broken the law for 

seven years by not having those document available for the public. Lawson was silent 

on the Council and his buddies Randy Logan, Matt Segal and others breaking the law. 

 

We wrote how Lawson had a camera crew at the February 21, 2018 City Council 

meeting.  The person Lawson is running against, Councilman Tom DeCampi was late 

getting to the meeting because his early flight out of Dallas was delayed for hours due 

to an ice storm.  
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  Tom DeCampi 

 

Here is what Lawson posted on his facebook page: 

 

 
 

THE TRUTH:  This photo infers that DeCampi missed the 02/22/18 Council Meeting.  

THERE WASN’T A COUNCIL MEETING ON 2/22/18!  It was on 02/21/18.   

 

DECAMPI DIDN’T MISS THE MEETING:  He was late due to an ICE STORM, but 

made the meeting as soon as his flight arrived from Dallas. He voted on several issues.  

 

Here is a photo I took of DeCampi arriving at the meeting. Lawson was sitting in row 

two. He saw DeCampi arrive, but  still inferred he missed the meeting. 
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THE PUBLIC RECORDS SPEAK:  Lawson is either too stupid or too lazy to get and 

deal with the facts or he is intentionally misrepresenting the facts.  The minutes of all the 

council meetings since DeCampi was elected are on the city’s website.  They show that 

DeCampi missed one meeting out of the last 40.  That is a 97.5% attendance record.  

Contrary to what the Liar Bill Lawson claimed in his facebook post the residents are 

very nicely served by DeCampi who has an almost perfect attendance record. 

 

HIDING MORE FACTS:  Here is a photo of the dais (from the Lawson’s facebook 

page). DeCampi’s seat is empty, but he showed up after his weather delayed flight 

arrived.  But the photo does not show another empty seat. 

 

 
 

Senior Councilman Barry Flachsbart was not at the meeting.  He was in Rolla where he 

is an IT professor at the University of Missouri Science and Technology.   If you are 

going to be showing empty seats, you need to show all of them.  BTW there was a bad 

ice storm at the time in Rolla.  
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Councilman Barry Flachsbart’s empty seat that never got filled during the night.  

 

 

HERE IS ANOTHER UNHAPPY CUSTOMER:  Here is a photo from the Lawson 

campaign get together held at the top bar in Chesterfield for police calls plus slightly 

dressed waitresses. Here is a photo posted by Lawson.  However the people in the front 

of the photo are not part of the Lawson function. 
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All this shows that Lawson is stupid, lies about his opponent’s record without checking 

public records and lies about the date of a meeting, and claiming someone was not 

there who was.   

 

I DON’T REMEMBER GIVING LAWSON A HIPAA RELEASE:  Someone got hold of 

me after talking to someone with the Lawson camp who told them this newsletter would 

not be published as I had a severe heart attack.  It is true I had a heart attack. It was on 

January 31, 1995, but I fully recovered from it and returned to my job as an assistant 

police chief.  

 

However, I do now have an advanced form of heart disease, but unlike what the 

Lawson camp is putting out I have not had a recent heart attack.  This said, I don’t 

remember discussing my medical condition with the Lawson campaign staff or given 

them a Hipaa Release concerning my medical condition.   But Lawson and his 

campaign don’t seem to let facts get in the way.     

 

LAWSON AND CHESTERFIELD MALL:  Here is another Facebook post that has me 

confused: 
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I don’t know what Lawson can do about Chesterfield Mall.  First he doesn’t own it.  

There are four owners and Lawson is not one of them.  It is private property.  The City 

Council doesn’t have the money to buy it. Once again Lawson is FOS! 

 

Secondly Lawson is behind an extension of a TDD tax for Chesterfield Valley 

concerning a Hockey Arena.  These taxes supporting building infrastructure for 

developers instead of them using their own money have helped kill Chesterfield Mall.   

 

LAWSON FILES 40-DAY BEFORE ELECTION CAMPAIGN REPORT 45  DAYS 

BEFORE ELECTION THEN HIRES A CAMERA CREW 42 DAYS BEFORE 

ELECTION AND DOESN’T REPORT IT: 

The campaign laws are apparently for someone other than Bill Lawson.  There is a 

required filing of any campaign expenses 40days before the April 3, 2018 election.  

Lawson filed his report electronically with the Ethics Commission 45 days before the 

election and not 40 days.  
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On February 21 or 42-days days before the election and within the 40-Day reporting 

period he showed up with a three-person camera crew at a City Council meeting. Oddly 

costs for using the internet and websites are not counted by the Missouri Ethics  

 

This is from Lawson’s report:  

 

 

 
 

The report showed that Lawson had nothing printed, mailed nothing and paid no one.  I 

find this hard to believe.  

 

 

Lawson’s opponent Tom DeCampi filed a normal 40-Day Before Election report 

showing he had collected money and spent money (on printing).   
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WARD 3: 

 

Randy Logan:  Incumbent  Logan was required to fill out a campaign report if he 

planned to spend more than $1,000 which is almost a sure thing with you are going to 

print a mailer and mail it. He has NO report on file with the Missouri Ethics Commission.   

However Logan could have extra printed material left over from other campaigns for 

Council.  

 

Michael Moore:  Moore has also failed to file any campaign spending reports.  This 

means he can spend up to $1000 without making a report.  Other people can spend 

money on his campaign under $1000 but that money cannot go through Moore. 

 

WARD 2: 

 

Mary Ann Mastorakos:  The 40-plus year resident of Chesterfield who by refusing to 

sell any of her property on Schottler Road blocked the development of an unpopular 

planned apartment complex. Mastorakos had a limited report.  Her only expenses were 

bank fees, website design and $20 for voter information from the Board of Elections. 
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 Jami Dolby:  The first person to file in Ward 2 has perhaps the most normal looking 

campaign report.  She has 21 contributors that gave her $3,180 and she spent $911 

prior to 02/22/18. 

 
 

 
 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR GETS A $3,400 RAISE ON A 5-3 VOTE:  City administrator 

Mike Geisel got a RAISE FROM $170,000 A YEAR TO $173,400 ON A 5-TO-3 VOTE 

ON Monday March 5, 2018.  But, he had to sit there and listen as three councilperson 

said why he should not be given a raise.  The raise would be 2% while most city 

employees got a 2.5% raise for 2018. 

 

It was brought out that Geisel eliminated the job of assistant city administrator which 

shows he is being responsible when tax money is getting reduced. 

 

Tom DeCampi, Michelle Ohley and Ben Keathley all voted against the raise.  Here were 

some of the comments as the issue was debated.  



26 

 

 

Randy Logan:  He has not received a raise since being hired as City Administrator.  

(Geisel was named City Administrator from the position of Acting City Administrator in 

2016 and has not received a salary increase.) 

 

Dan Hurt:  This council put in 2 ½% raise for city employees.  This is just a 2% raise. 

 

Ben Keathley:  I don’t want to give the impression we are rewarding him for cutting 

positions.       

 

Tom DeCampi:  I was there when Mr. Geisel got a $30,000 raise from his old position 

to his current position. In the State of Missouri look at the top 14 city administrator’s 

salaries and you see an average of $156,000 as a salary for this job.  

 

Barb McGuinness:  I think it is elitist for us to take that stand.(Comparing Geisel’s 

salary to an average of other City Administrators.)  He went from $140,000 (Director of 

Services, a position eliminated when he was promoted) to $152,000 as the acting city 

administrator.  He's also doing the job of economic development director, saving us 

$117,000 a year, and the job of management analyst, saving $50,000 a year,” she said, 

referring to two other posts that have been eliminated.   I do think that cut backs should 

be considered. $2,000,000 in cuts and we right this ship. 

 

DeCampi:  He is already $14,000 above the area average. 

 

Michelle Ohley:  Mr. Geisel will be the highest paid city administrator compared to 

neighboring cities.  I don’t think the taxpayers will stand for it. We are on the path to 

going broke to having the highest paid City Administrator.  

 

Hurt:  I want someone who I can trust.  Right now we don’t have a better man than 

Mike Geisel. 

 

DeCampi:  This is about taxpayers not about Mike Geisel. We just went through an 

onerous budget process, cutting $2 million in the last two years. We shouldn't make an 

exception because Mike Geisel shares the (council) dais with us,” he added. 

 

MAN SHOOTS CHESTERFIELD COUPLE IN BED LATER ATTEMPTS SUICIDE 

AFTER POLICE CHASE IN ARKANSAS:  The Chesterfield Police seem to be all over 

this one.  Phillip Stroisch, 42, of 507 Susan Road in South County shot Jacob Edinger 

and Toni Edinger while they were in bed at their house at 14272 Forest Crest at 5 AM 
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on Tuesday March 6. Jacob was shot in the leg and Toni was shot in the foot after 

Stroisch entered their home and shot wildly through a closed bedroom door.  

There is an internet posting that the Edinger’s left a poor review of Stroisch’s work on 

Angie’s List.  

 

They quickly identified the suspect as Phillip Stroisch, 42.  The Edingers know Stroisch 

as he was a construction contractor who was mad at them.  Earlier in night Stroisch had 

kidnapped his ex-wife from her home in Lemay.  With information provided by the 

victims, arrest warrants were obtained by police early on Tuesday afternoon.  They 

charged Stroisch with 2 counts of Felony Assault 1st Degree and 2-counts of Armed 

Criminal Action. 

 

The information from the Chesterfield PD Press release tells only part of the story. 

This morning at approximately 0458 hrs, a subject fired several rounds from a handgun into a 

dwelling on Forest Crest. Two individuals who were inside the residence suffered non-life 

threatening wounds. This incident is believed to be connected to a domestic incident that 

occurred in South County earlier in the morning. St Louis County Police are investigating the 

South County incident.  

The Chesterfield Police Department is currently searching for the following subject: 

Phillip Stroisch 

White Male 

42 years old 

6’3” tall 240 lbs 

He is considered armed and dangerous. Do not approach this subject 

He was driving a Silver 2011 GMC Yukon Missouri License Plate UN1B8N  

If you have any information please contact our Detective Bureau at 636-537-3000 
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Stroisch and his vehicle was recorded by a security camera at a gas station in Troy, 

Missouri north of St. Louis an hour after shooting into the house.  Police were able to 

obtain the video of Stroisch and his vehicle thanks to banking records (debit card/credit 

card). 

 

Stroisch does not appear to have an extensive arrest record.  He was arrested for DWI 

on 12/3/2004 and pled guilty in 2005.     

 

Stroisch was involved in a police pursuit after a St. Louis resident recognized him and 

his vehicle in Arkansas and called the police.  Here is a press release from the 

Chesterfield Police Department followed by an article from an Arkansas TV website. 

 In reference to the incident that occurred Tuesday March  

6th wherein suspect Phillip Stroisch was wanted for 

shooting into a dwelling and injuring 2 victims inside, as 

well as wanted for a domestic incident in South St Louis 

County, we have the following update: 

Last night, a citizen from the St Louis area was driving near 

Bald Knob Arkansas.  The citizen recognized the suspect 

vehicle from the news broadcasts.  She then contacted the 

local authorities in Arkansas who were able to locate 

suspect Stoisch.  A pursuit ensued and eventually ended 

when Stroisch’s vehicle was disabled. At that point, 

Suspect Stroisch attempted to take his own life, but was 

unsuccessful.  He is currently in critical condition at an area 

hospital in Arkansas. 
 

WHITE COUNTY, Ark. - A Missouri man is hospitalized after authorities say he crashed his 
vehicle into local law enforcement vehicles and then shot himself during a Wednesday night 
police chase. 

It began along U.S. Highway 67 in Bald Knob and ended in Beebe with multiple law 
enforcement agencies involved and the suspect driver reportedly trying to take his own life. 
That's all according to an Arkansas State Police (ASP) news release issued Thursday morning. 

The man has been identified as Phillip Stroisch, 42, of Chesterfield. He was wanted by Missouri 
authorities for felony assault, the ASP release said. 
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Police found Phillip Stroisch after a woman from St. Louis spotted his car when she was driving 
near Bald Knob, Arkansas. 

According to KSDK, Channel 5 in St. Louis, the woman had recognized the suspect's vehicle 
from news broadcasts and contacted local authorities. 

Stroisch, who was reported to have been critically wounded, was taken to a Little Rock hospital 
after being stabilized by White County medical personnel. There's no further word on his 
condition. 

The chase began near Bald Knob and involved officers with the Judsonia Police Department 
and deputies with the White County Sheriff’s Office. 

Local law enforcement jurisdictions have requested special agents of the Arkansas State Police 
Criminal Investigation Division to investigate the shooting incident. Upon completion of the 
investigation, agents will submit their file to the prosecuting attorney for review. 

This is from the court files: 

 
 

 

http://www.ksdk.com/article/news/local/wanted-missouri-armed-and-dangerous-man-arrested-in-arkansas/63-526283792
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Victims Jacob and Toni Edinger  
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CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER: Here is what the Chesterfield Police had to deal 

with last week. 
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There was one case that interested us and we asked for more details on this entry: 
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This is what we got back from the Chesterfield Police: 

 

Kelly Barber, age 53, Chesterfield resident, summons issued for Fail to Exercise 

Parental Control and Resisting Arrest, muni court 

 

MORE OF MY FAVORITE OBIT PHOTOS: Step into the time machine.  
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MUSIC:  On Wednesday night we were at the Touhill Performing Arts Center on the 

campus of UMSL for the Concert by the Navy Concert Band from Washington, DC.  A 

year ago they were at the Washington University Performance Center one-block off of 

Delmar in University City.  The acoustics were awful.  This was not the case at the 

Touhill.  

 

The move to the Touhill was great.  The Navy Concert Band performed in the main 

auditorium for a free concert, where almost all of the 1,600 seats were filled.  
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 a full house 

Two locals are part of the main U.S. Navy Concert Band out of Washington, DC. 

 

The Principal Bassoon is Jennifer Stokes from Webster Groves.  

 Musician First Class Jennifer Stokes. 

 

Stokes was the winner of the John Phillip Sousa at Webster Groves High School in 1998. 

She received her undergraduate and Master Degree in Music from the New England 

Conservatory of Music in Boston and joined the Navy Band in 2009. 
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Jason Niehoff is the other member of the Navy Concert Band from the St. Louis area.  Niehoff 

plays the kettledrums (aka: Timpani). He went to Fort Zumwalt High School.  He has his 

undergraduate and master degrees in Music from the Manhattan School of Music. He joined 

the Navy Band in 2007. 

 

        
 

CARTOONS: 
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