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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 351 AND CHESTERFIELD UNAPPROVED 296 

 
 

October 14, 2018 

 

 

HOW WELL ATTENDED ARE THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN COMMITTEE AND 

HOW MUCH IS IT COSTING THE CITY?  We happened to stop by The Town and 

Country Comprehensive Planning meeting at the Longview Farmhouse on September 

27.  I was told the crowd was the largest so far in the three months of meetings to get 

resident input on the future of development.  If it was the largest it was pretty sad. There 

were maybe a dozen residents not counting one elected official (Tiffany Frautschi) and 

a member of the Planning and Zoning Commission. Plus Fred “Tax Cheat” Meyland-

Smith wasn’t there. 

  
 

An hour after the start of the meeting that number of 12 was cut in half.  We mentioned 

“Illinois License Plate” Fred Meyland-Smith’s absence because at the Aldermanic 

meeting prior to this Committee meeting Meyland-Smith gave an impassioned tirade 

about how important this meeting was to attend adding he would be there despite 

September 27 being his 50th Anniversary.    

 

Ward-2 Ald. Tiffany Frautschi was at the meeting and later said she was in no way filling 

in for the absent Meyland-Smith.  
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The amazing thing was that with just 12 or so residents in the room you could not hear 

anything, due to the bad acoustics in the room.  I walked in about 30 minutes into the 

meeting and saw people around two tables.  The closest table had P&Z Chairman Ron 

Cima and local longtime flake Mariette Parker screaming at each other.  

 

  
 

 

FPA Group: The City budgeted $90,000 for the consultants on this project, where a big 

turnout is 12 people.  The FPA Group stands for Facilitation + Planning + Action. 

 

The FPA Group clearly has its fingers on the pulse of the suburbs and understands 

suburban issues.  Below is their headquarters on Hickory Street in far South St. Louis.    
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Here is what the city is paying employees of the FPA Group per the contract: 
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The woman with her back to the group of 10 residents and an alderwoman is Julie 

Padberg-White.  She gets $175 an hour, but only $150 for these meetings.   The 

woman watching Padberg-White is Cary Bundy.  She gets $125 an hour. This meeting 

was at least two hours long or $550.  I don’t know if they got travel time pay, but it is 

allowed.     
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MORE MEDICAID FRAUD INVOLVING TOWN & COUNTRY RESIDENTS:  How do 

you afford super sized houses?  Cheat the Federal Government is maybe one way. 

 

 This gets a little complicated.  See if you can follow it. Dr. Abid Nisar lives at 13300 

Thornhill Drive in Town and Country.  Nisar and Town and Country Ald. Fred Meyland-

Smith both claim they are Illinois residents and license their cars in Illinois to avoid 

Missouri and Town and Country sales taxes and St. Louis County annual personal 

property taxes. Nisar has an office in Illinois along with one in Missouri.  Meyland-Smith 

owns property in Northern Illinois and of course claims to be a Missouri resident as he is 

a Missouri elected official.  

 

Nisar bought the property at 13300 Thornhill in 2005.  He also bought a second lot and 

then in 2006 began to build a massive 15,727 square foot 22-room house on 2.8 acres, 

estimated to be worth $3,100,000.       

 

 Dr. Abid Nisar 

 

 
 

At the same time he bought the property at 13300 Thornhill Drive, he bought one more 

house west on Thornhill Drive in 2004 at 13354 Thornhill. He had already owned the 

house at 13406 Thornhill.  At first the properties were in names of Nisar and his wife, 

Rashda.  Then Nidar put the properties under a company name of ANS Properties and 

then under a LCC called West County Property Group.  
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13354 Thornhill 

 
13406 Thornhill 

 

In May of 2012 Nidar pled guilty in Federal Court to a misdemeanor of importing cancer 

drugs from the Middle East and then relabeling them as American drugs and billing 

Medicare for non-existent American drugs.  He was fined $25,000 and ordered to pay 

back Medicare $1,000,336.  He also had his medical licenses in Illinois and Missouri 

suspended, plus he was ineligible for seven years to participate in Medicare or Medicaid 

programs.   

 

Doctor who practiced in 

Florissant, Metro East 

fined in drug case 
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Doctor falsely diagnosed woman with 'pre-
leukemia' and prescribed illegal drugs, lawsuit 
claims 
 

Stay with me here. 

 

In 2014 He sold the house at 13354 Thornhill to Muhammad Attique and Neelam 

Rashid Kahn for $495,000. Muhammad Attique is co-owner of Imran Pharmacy on 

North Kingshighway in St. Louis. 

 

 
 

Going on three years a new house has been under construction for Attique (see below).   
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In September of 2018 in Federal Court, Rehan Rana, the Pharmacy Manager  for 

Attique at Imran Pharmacy, pled guilty to a medical service kickback operation and 

failing to pay taxes on $3,900,000 of income over a three year period. Rana, who lives 

in Ellisville will be sentenced in December.  

 

St. Louis pharmacist admits tax, conspiracy 

charges 

 By Robert Patrick St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Here is Rana’s Ellisville $1,100,000 10,000 sq ft home on 3-acres. 

 

https://www.stltoday.com/users/profile/rpatrick
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Here is the link to the 37-page indictment of Rana. 

 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/page/file/982416/download 

 

 

 Rana 

 

So follow us on this connection: 

 

Dr. Abid of Town and Country living in a $3,000,000 house pleads guilty in 2012 to 

Medicare and Medicaid Fraud, is fined, placed on 2-years probation, forbidden for have 

any dealings with Medicare for seven years.    

 

He sells a house four doors up the street to Mohammad Attique who builds a 10,000 

square foot house worth about $2-m. Attique is the co-owner of a pharmacy company 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/page/file/982416/download
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whose top staffer pleads guilty in Federal Court to Kickback/Medicare Fraud and Tax 

Evasion. He lives in a $1.1-m house in Ellisville.    

 

THE BIG PARADE AND ANOTHER YEAR WITHOUT 76 TROMBONES: 

 They were a no show, but the parade did go 

on. 

 

DROUGHT BUSTER FRED WIESENHAN!  If you know any area in the country 

suffering from a drought, have them call Fred Wiesenhan, CEO of Mari de Villa 

Retirement and Nursing facility to plan a parade.  There will be a 66.6% chance of rain 

on parade day.  

  Fred Wiesenhan 

 

The first parade was on the first Saturday in October of 2015.  It was the coldest day of 

the month. The parade kicked off under very cloudy skies and a temp around 54-

degrees. 

       

 People in the National Spelling Bee 

Champ’s car were dressed for winter in 2015.  
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In 2016 the parade was moved to June in connection with the Fire and Ice fireworks 

event.  The start was delayed 90 minutes due to thunderstorms.  

 

 
Here is the starting point of the 2016 parade.  After this drenching with almost no 

spectators once the parade started, Fred took 2017 off.  

 

This year there were clouds and light rain at the start of the parade, but things clear up 

enough for the parade to start on time.  

 

  empty sidewalks 

2016 

 

 
A better crowd in the rain at Clayton Road and Mason Ridge Road for 2018. 

 

The Parade was called “Our Town  Our Country  Parade”   However the local police 

were not checking spectators’ ID to make sure that they were either Town and Country 

or U.S. residents.  
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Here’s the Parade October 6, 2018 : 

 

 
The Color Guard was followed by an armored plated Humvee  in the event of any 

trouble. 
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2 St. Louis Police Mounted Patrolmen leaving Forest Park partially unprotected and two 

backup ponies. 

 
Former Cardinal Manager Whitey Herzog replaces the late Red Schoendienst as Grand 

Marshal of the parade.  Okay you can’t see his face, but the other shots were of the 

back of his head. 
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I got Hall of Fame shortstop Ozzie Smith to laugh with a joke about when they put up 

the sign for his rehab facility (that says Ozzie Smith’s) I went and asked if the Baby 

Back Ribs would be on the menu making a reference to his former restaurant in West 

Port Plaza. 

 

Who is Riding and Who is Walking?  The guys rode and the women walked.  

 

     
Mayor & Cigarette Lobbyist   Ald. Jon Benigas          Former Mayor and Ald Skip Mange  Ald. Matt Reuter  
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Ald. Lindsey Butler Ald. Sue Allen Ald. Tiffany Frautschi were not in the cars assigned them. Tiffany  was 

walking behind a float of the Wirth Blacksmith Shop she built.  Illinois License Plate Tax-Cheater Ald. 

Fred Meyland-Smith and Ald. Lynn Wright were missing.   

 
 I have been friends with Jackie Smith for over a decade. I was yelling if he was a afraid he might melt, 

but I think the top being up may have been the car owner’s decision.  

 This was pretty sad. KTVI’s sports anchor 

Martin Kilcoyne had the top up and the windows up! 
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  I got a laugh out of former KSDK Chief 

Meteorologist who was forced to retire in a cost cutting move, when I pointed to my Tower Tee Golf shirt 

and yelled it was my way to give the finger to her former employer.  

 

  There were only two Shriners in the 

midget cars this year instead of the usual eight. 

 

 

   
This was the worst Santa Claus I have seen since Billy Bob Thorton.  His beard was below his lower lip. 
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 The Missouri Senior (over 60) Beauty 

Queens 

  
Some very senior veterans plus Jay Randolph, Jr, and recently fired Cardinal manager Mike Matheny 
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Mary Kay and Fred Wiesenhan along with another Fred as a guest in the backseat. 

 

 
Members of the Clarkson School of Irish Dance, some who look like they would rather be somewhere 

else. 
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Ald. Tiffany Frautschi made this float with horse saddle and something claiming to be the Wirth 

Blacksmith shop.  We found Tiffany walking away from her assigned car behind this float. 

 

 
It was good to see my former neighbor and amateur golf champ Jim Holtgrieve.  We grew up four doors 

from each other in Webster Groves. 
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The only live music was provided by the T&C Symphony Orchestra brass.  Two years ago it was Mozart’s 

Little Night Music intro, which the Bob Kuban band would play for kickoffs at St. Louis Cardinal Football 

games. This year it was Take Me Out to the Ballgame, just not the same.    

 

 
Here is State Rep. Dean Plocher from Des Peres, giving me the stink eye since I’m always quick to point 

out that he was the municipal judge in Pine Lawn which at the time was considered one of the worst run 

and most corrupt city courts in the State. 
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There must have been 10or 12 of these grossly expensive cars in this parade.  I had one resident tell me 

that a suburb he lived in outside of Chicago that was a lot like Webster Groves had an annual 4
th
 of July 

parade and you might see a Mercedes and a BMW and that would be it for the expensive cars.  Welcome 

to Snoburbia! 

 

 
When this vehicle rolled by I wasn’t sure if I was at a parade in Ferguson or Town and Country.  
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 But I realized we were not in 

Ferguson when I saw a croc leaning over an Ol’Miss wheel cover. 

 
Here is something that you don’t see every day in Town and Country. No, it isn’t Al Hrabosky, he lives in 

nearby Frontenac. It is a Mercedes Benz with a front license plate. (Al is a regular guy who drives a 7-

year-old Jeep Cherokee,)    

 

 

THE SECRET $100,000.  ALMOST NOBODY KNEW ABOUT IT.   At the October 8 

Town and Country Board of Aldermen pre-meeting Tax Cheater Fred Meyland-Smith 

announced that BJC (Barnes, Jewish, Children’s) hospital group has given the city 

$100,000 to go toward landscaping in the area of I-64 and Mason Road.  The work of 

course would be done on Missouri Department of Transportation property.  BJC built a 

children’s surgical center at the intersection on land that used to be occupied by the 

Missouri Highway Patrol Troop C Headquarters. 

 

Fred also announced that Lutheran Services, who operates the retirement/assisted 

living/nursing home across the highway from the BJC building is giving $25,000. 
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Then all of a sudden it was mentioned that BJC gave the City $100,000 back on 

January 10, 2018 and none of the elected officials other than Fred ”I have avoided 

paying local taxes on my car by getting Illinois license plates” Meyland-Smith knew 

about it.  The Finance Director and City Administrator were aware of the $100,000 

sitting in the bank account, but the other elected officials or any member of the public 

were not.  This is an odd way to run an allegedly “transparent government.” 

 

  
Fred “Tax Cheater” Meyland-Smith     A proposed use of the beatification money. 

 

“Mason Road and Highway 40 (Fred is unaware that the highway has been I-64 for 

sometime) is the front door to the city.  (In reality the front door since the city was 

incorporated as a village in 1950 has been Clayton Road at Bopp Road.) It is the least 

attractive intersection from Spoede Road to O’Fallon, Missouri,” proclaimed Meyland-

Smith. 

 

Apparently Fred thinks the cheaply built Bi-State/Metro Transit Bus Terminal on I-64 at 

Ballas plus the Ameren/UE Power Substation are very attractive not to mention the 

MoDot property on Highway 141 just before I-64 where dump trucks and Motorist Assist 

trucks are parked on both sides of a one-story metal building as extremely attractive.  

 

“Two ‘Not for Profits’ have given gifts to the City.  BJC (A not-for-profit?…ask someone 

after they get a $45,000 bill for a five-day stay at a BJC hospital) gave a $100,000 gift to  

the beautification of the city and Lutheran Senior Services gave $25,000.  We need to 

ask the Ways and Means Committee for $20,000 for a landscape architect,” added 

Illinois-Fred. 

 

Alderman Matt Reutter asked about when BJC made the donation and found out it was 

on January 10, 2018 or 10 months ago.  



24 

 

“It would have been inappropriate to disclose that (the BJC gift) until we were done 

trying to get other gifts,” said Fred “I bought a new car and didn’t pay city or state sales 

tax” Meyland-Smith. 

 

In a transparent government unlike a secret one like in Town & Country, potential gift 

givers would be aware of gifts already received for a project as would elected officials 

and the public. 

 

Ald. Sue Allen had attended the Ward-2 Forum that morning held by Ald. Tiffany 

Frautschi and Ald. Lindsey Butler. She heard residents ask if BJC when they got zoning 

changes for their building had not already agree to provide beautification landscaping 

and she asked that question. This brought on the ire of Fred “I’m an elected official in 

Missouri, but claim to be an Illinois resident to avoid taxes on my new car” Meyland-

Smith. 

 

“Where in the world would that come from,” snarled Meyland-Smith at Allen who was 

sitting next to him.  

 
 

“I just wanted to thank you for your work,” Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton said 

earlier to Meyland-Smith apparently congratulating him on hiding $100,000 from the 

public, alderpersons and potential gift donors.  

 

Ald. Jon Benigas said he remembered there was no contract with BJC to provide 

beautification landscaping off their property, but saying, “I remember discussions about 

that corridor being our front door.”  

 

This brought Mayor Jon Dalton to comment.  Remember after being kicked out of his 

house and living in an apartment in Clayton before renting a condo in Town and 

Country, Dalton refused to tell elected officials and the public where he was living. 
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“Shame on us to turn this type of gift into some kind of back channel deal,” exclaimed 

Dalton, who apparently thinks keeping the citizens in the dark about large money 

transitions at City Hall conducted by a senior alderman, is not a back channel deal. 

 

  Dalton was not done bad mouthing elected officials who thought the 

public and potential gift givers should have known what was going 10 months earlier.  

“I’m sickened by this conversation,” said Dalton bad mouthing those who were trying to 

practice good government.  

 

I asked after the regular Aldermanic meeting of people sitting near Dalton if he 

appeared to be ready to barf after being “sickened” by the discussion by elected officials 

being caught by surprised that $100-grand had been hidden from them.  

 

Frankly I was a little disappointed in Sue Allen who served three terms in the Missouri 

House of Representatives and should have experience of retorting to a loud mouth 

politician or a lobbyist, which fits the description of Dalton to a “T.”  It would also be nice 

if they would pass a resolution saying that staff will make all donations over $500 public 

so Meyland-Smtih will stop hiding six-figure deposits.  

 

ALDERPERSONS DO 180-DEGREE TURNS OVER PAYING LATEST TOWN 

SQUARE PROPOSED BILL:   Several aldermen stated in the discussion how they 

were for giving Brinkman Contractor another $92,439  for more landscaping on the 

Town Square Property and on neighbors’ property. $287,229 had already been 

budgeted. 

 

“We promised every one of our property owners (owners of property abutting the Town 

Square Project) we would provide a landscape plan for them. I feel we have committed 

to these property owners a landscape plan to protect their property.  I’m totally 

supportive of this,” said Ald. Skip Manage, who chaired the Town Square Task Force 
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pack in 2015.  “Our next meeting is in 3-weeks (actually in 2-weeks) and if we wait we 

will get hit with delay fees,” he claimed, but would soon change his mind.  

 Skip Mange 

 

The Fred “Tax Chest” Meyland-Smith chimed in. 

 

“Don’t consider not spending city money on private property.  I don’t think it is fair to 

change the Foul Poles in the 5th Inning. I feel a sense of urgency in starting this, ” said 

Meyland-Smith, in a comment that made no sense whatsoever.  Foul poles are on the 

foul lines.  The only change you can make to them is to make them taller or shorter.  

 

COMMENTS ON THE OTHER SIDE: 

 

Jon Benigas:  “I think I have reached my limit on the expenses on this project. If this 

was originally proposed as a $9,000,000 project that might be a park I’d vote against it.  

I’m opposed to it (the additional $92,439).” 

 Jon Benigas 

 

Matt Reutter:  “It is concerning to pay for things on private property.” 

    

Sue Allen:  “You don’t use taxpayer dollars to benefit private property.  I don’t know if I 

want to pass something and read what it is about later.”  

      

Lindsey Butler (who lives directly behind the Town Square project on King’s Glen): My 

neighbors were ready to go on this sometime ago. The Anderson family; (former 
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alderwoman Amy Anderson who Butler was her campaign manager) I like the family, 

but I have problems with money spent on their property and on Clayton Road.  

  
                                                                                                                               Lindsey Butler 

 

The purple area is the edge of the Town Square.  The pointed section that does not 

abut any of the Town Square is the back of the Anderson’s lot on Rutherford Lane.  

Under the $92,439 budget increase the Andersons would get five new trees and 

honeysuckle removal not associated with the Town Square. 

 

 



28 

 

The area above that looks like a very long penis is honeysuckle that abuts Clayton 

Road at a house under construction and does not touch the Town Square property. But 

a portion of the $92,439 would be used to eradicate the honeysuckle. 

 #1 Rutherford Lane 

 

 
 

 
The top 2 photos are the side yard at 1 Rutherford Lane where city money was 

proposed to be spent to remove all honeysuckle and do a 3-year eradication.  This 

section of the lot only borders Clayton Road.  The question raised at the BOA meeting 

was “Why the hell should public money be used for this? 
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 Tiffany Frautschi: “Once the Town Square is complete with the landscaping already 

budgeted, if additional landscaping is needed it could be competitively bid out. 

 

Lynn Wright (to Services Director Craig Wilde): “Craig can you move ahead without the 

change order?” 

 

Craig Wilde:  “If the change order is denied we will have to go back to Loomis 

(landscaping consultant).  In some fashion we could start.  It is somewhat troubling not 

having a destination.” 

 

While Brinkman Construction is building the Town Square, Brinkman Holdings 

purchased the front center of the property and is building a commercial building for a 

restaurant, ice cream store and shops.  It is on land now owned by Brinkman. However 

there is $10,598 in the bill of the $92,439 to do landscaping on Brinkman’s property. 

 

Lindsey Butler:  “This is not us not providing what was promised.  $10,598 was never 

promised for landscaping on Brinkman owned property.  We should keep trying to take 

care of our property and not Brinkman’s property.”    

 

  
Brinkman’s building on Brinkman’s property. 

 

Skip Manage then introduce a motion to continue the $92,439 change order indefinitely, 

which would basically kill it. Before it could be voted on it was decided to continue it two 

weeks to the next meeting and to tell Brinkman Construction they need to use the 

$287,000 already budgeted and ask for plans to review.   
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Lindsey Butler and Matt Reutter wanted to use common sense and simply vote down 

the $92,439 change order.  The vote to continue the matter for two weeks was 6-2 with 

Butler and Reutter voting against it.  

 

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 296 

 
 

CHESTERFIELD DEER REPORTS: We usually do the Chesterfield and Town and 

Country DEAD Deer Reports together, but the Town and Country report is delayed this 

month.   

 

 
 

 
 

Once again the City of Chesterfield is living in Lala Land with their deer reporting.  They 

are claiming there were NO Deer-vehicle collisions in September of 2018.  But they 

found six dead deer on the side of the road and shot and killed two more deer that were 

injured on the side of the road.  Clearly there were 8 Deer-Vehicle collisions.  The 
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reason the Chesterfield Police are putting out false information is because no motorist 

stuck around to fill out a Missouri Uniform Accident/Crash report after hitting a deer.  

 

Here are the numbers in Chesterfield for September : 

 

  

  

 

 
 

2018 Chesterfield Deer v vehicles Beginning on May 20  through Sept. 30,  10/05/18   
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I-64     4 

Hwy 141   1 

Baxter Road   2 

Chesterfield Airport Rd  2 

Chesterfield Parkway  1 

Clarkson   7 

Clayton Rd    4 

Georgetown    1 

Highcroft   1 
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Ladue Rd    2 

Olive Blvd     6 

Schoettler   2 

White Rd    1   

Wildhorse Creek   7 

Woodsmill Road    1   

 

 

DEER SENDS WOMAN MOTORCYLIST IN JEFFERSON COUNTY TO HOSPITAL: 

Cynthia Pitts, 56, of Pacific was seriously injured on Saturday October 6 at 7PM on 

Highway W when a deer jump on the road in front of her Harley Davidson Sportster.  

She was transported by ambulance to Mercy Hospital. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

CHESTERFILED POLICE BLOTTER:  
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A CLOSER LOOK:  This police blotter entry caught our attention so we asked for some 

additional information. 

 

 
 

Angela Meland, age 44, Chesterfield resident, was issued citations for Operating a MV while 

Intoxicated, No State Operator’s License, No Proof of Insurance, Fail to Yield to Emergency 

Vehicle (failed to move over), and Endangering the Welfare of a Child. 
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Angela Meland                                 Angela Meland’s eyes 

 

Meland lives in the 100 block of River Crest Drive in the River Bend Estates subdivision. 

 

ON PROBATION WITH A GUN:  There was a Probation Violation Warrant out on 

Jaylen Allen, 21, already on Wednesday October 10 when his fellow workers at the 

Qdoba in Chesterfield Valley alerted management that he had a gun.  Allen was on a 5-

year probation term since pleading guilty to a Burglary on October 27, 2016.  The 

burglary occurred on October 12, 2016.    

 
 

 

TWO PRIOR DRUNK DRIVING CONVICTIONS DIDN’T MAKE IMPRESSION ON 35-

YEAR-OLD ST. CHARLES WOMAN.  BUT JUDGE ALLOWS HER TO ENTER 

PROGRAM TO AVOID THIRD CONVICTION.  Portia Lane, 35,of St. Charles had been 

arrested for DWI in 2008 in Maryland Heights and later convicted of DWI in 2011.  In 
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February of 2010 she was arrested for DWI in St. Louis and convicted in October of 

2010.      

 

A week before Thanksgiving 2017, on November 16  Lane was driving on Olive Blvd. 

near Creve Coeur Mill Road when Chesterfield Police Officer Matt Adams stopped her 

after she committed several traffic violations. She appeared to be drunk. She failed field 

sobriety tests, refused to take a field breath test and later refused to take a breath test 

at the police station.  Since a third DWI is a felony, Officer Adams obtained a search 

warrant for a blood draw.  The BAC results showed the 4-foot-10 inch 105 pound Lane 

had a BAC level of .121%.   

 

In March of 2018 she was charged in Circuit Court with Felony Persistent DWI.   

 

OUTCOME:  On July 25, 2018 Lane pled guilty before Judge Burton.  She was allowed 

to enter a DWI Special Program.  She was not convicted and the case was continued 

for three years for sentencing.  

 

Since there was no actual conviction and since Lane was not sentenced we could not 

obtain a police report reference the incident.  Instead we obtained the Probable Cause 

information from the court files. 

   

 

    Portia Lane 
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DISTRACTED DRIVING CAUSES CHESTERFIELD MOM AND TWO CHILDREN TO 

GO TO HOSPITAL:    Whitney Rickard, 30, of 768 Timber Valley Ct. Chesterfield and 

her two children were taken to Mercy Hospital after a crash on Highway 100 in Franklin 

County. Rickard, who was not wearing a seatbelt, was at fault after rear-ending the 

vehicle in front of her that had slowed to make a right turn.   Her two daughters, ages 5 

and 6 wear in child seats, but still received some injuries. 

 

 The crash happened at 7:15 AM on Thursday October 4.  Richard and her daughters 

were transported to Mercy Hospital by ambulance.    

   

 

  

 

 
 

 Whitney Rickard 
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21 YEAR-OLD CHESTERFIELD DRIVER SENDS 62-YEAR-OLD WOMAN TO 

HOSPITAL.  Morgan Hanser, a 21-year-old Parkway Central grad of Grantley Drive in 

Chesterfield lost control of her Hyundai Santa-Fe on I-44 and hit another car forcing 

both cars off the road and into a bridge abutment.   

 

   

   
 

  

 

 

 
 

17-YEAR-OLD CHESTERFIELD DRIVER TRANSPORTED TO HOSPITAL AFTER 

CRASH ON HWY 94 IN ST. CHARLES COUNTY. See the below Highway Patrol online 

report.   

 

  

  

  

  

 
THE FRONT LEFT OF VEHICLE 1 STRUCK THE FRONT RIGHT OF VEHICLE 2 AFTER IMPACT, VEHICLE 1 TRAVELED  

SOUTHBOUND AND THE RIGHT REAR OF VEHICLE 1 STRUCK THE FRONT RIGHT OF VEHICLE 3. 

 

SHOPLIFTER IN 2016 FROM THE CHESTERFIELD OUTLET MALL, PLEADS 

GUILTY IN JULY AND THEN GOES ON ROBBERY SPREE BRINGING FEDERAL 

CHARGES:  Markese Watkins is unique.  He is one of the few people ever caught 
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shoplifting at the Sunglass Hut.  Two years later after pleading guilty he is involved in a 

number of armed robberies with a AK-47 and a pistol.  Here is our write up of the 

Chesterfield incident.   

 

MAN CARRYING A PURSE WITH A FEMALE PARTNER CAUGHT WITH JUST 

STOLEN SHOES STICK OUT OF THE PURSE  Beside the stolen shoes from Famous 

Footwear, a complete search of the purse showed that Markese Watkins, 26, of St. 

Louis had also just stolen three pairs of Sunglasses from the Sunglass Hut in the 

Premium Outlet Mall.  

 

On Saturday May 28, 2016 Chesterfield Police Officers assigned to the Retail Squad 

responded to a call of a theft that just occurred from the Famous Footwear Store in the 

Premium Outlet Mall.  Before arriving the call was updated and officers were told the 

male and female suspects were at the Sunglass Hut, a frequent victim of shoplifters. 

 

Officers Meyer and Mueller arrived and were told by the Famous Footwear manager 

that the suspects left the Sunglass Hut and were in the Food Court. 

 

Markese Watkins and Monyette Hammond, 26 of St. Louis, were stopped leaving the 

Food Court. Officer Meyer could see brand new shoes in the large purse being carried 

by Watkins.  

 

Officers recovered two pairs of stolen Nike tennis shoes valued at $144.98.  A further 

search of the purse revealed three pairs of sunglass valued at $565. 

 

There were outstanding arrest warrants from municipal courts for both Watkins and 

Hammond.   

 

A check of store video at the Sunglass Hut showed Watkins stealing one pair the 

sunglasses and Hammonds stealing the others.   
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Watkins 2016                              Hammond                              Watkins 2018 

 

At the police station Watkins gave a statement that he was doing all the thefts and 

Hammond was unaware of the thefts. 

 

Hammond said the same thing until she was confronted with the video evidence of her 

stealing two pairs of sunglasses.  She then confessed to the offense.  

 

HAMMOND: Hammond has three outstanding traffic warrants from Creve Coeur 

including Driving While Revoked. 

 

WATKINS: He has a number of minor traffic charges from North County Municipal 

Police forces.  He also has these cases that have all resulted in arrest warrants being 

issued: 

 

03/29/15   Driving With Suspended License   Warrant                      Webster Groves PD 

                 Possession of Marijuana  Warrant 

06/06/17   Destruction of Property   Warrant                                      St. Louis PD 

06/22/17   Speeding 56 MPH in 35 zone   Warrant                            St. Louis PD 

                 No Drivers License   Warrant 

 

OUTCOME:  Watkins was charged with Felony Theft for the two shoplifting incidents.  

On 07/16/18 the charges were reduced to by the County prosecutor to two 

misdemeanors.  Watkins pled guilty and was sentenced to 10 days in jail and was given 

credit for the time in jail pending his plea. The case against Hammond was dropped.                 
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Watkins was charged on October 9, 2018 was being one of four men committing 

12 or more armed robberies in the St. Louis area with automatic weapons.  

 

This is from Robert Patrick’s article in the Post-Dispatch about the Federal charges: 

 

FBI Special Agent Bastian Freund, in an affidavit filed in support of those charges, says the men robbed 

retail stores, cellphone stores, pizza restaurants, and a liquor store between Aug. 25 and Sept. 30. The 

robbers' clothes, guns and methods in the robberies are similar. One usually carries a purple and black 

semiautomatic handgun and another an AK-47 style rifle. They often ask employees to open the safe, 

and then steal wallets and cellphones from the employees, Freund wrote. 

 

A number of victims of the string of robberies were pizza shops and their employees.  

 

NO TAX DECUCTION FOR THIS DONATION BUT IT WAS WORTH IT. 

I don’t know if you saw the Friday October 5 CBS Evening News.  While I’m watching 

more and more ABC NEWS, I try and catch the human interest pieces by Steve 

Hartman aired at the end of the Friday newscasts. 

 

On October 5 Hartman featured Jaret Hucks, who owns the modest Midtown Inn in 

Myrtle Beach, SC. Hucks has opened the doors to many of his inexpensive rooms to 

people in the Myrtle Beach area who were flooded out of their house by Hurricane 

Florence who had no place to stay and no money for weekly rents.   

 

    
Jaret Hucks                                                     Steve Hartman                  Midtown Inn Myrtle Beach 

 

I had sent checks to the Salvation Army (the Red Cross is off my list as long as they 

have a former cigarette lobbyist, Jon Dalton on the local board.  Dalton helped 

companies kill people and the Red Cross is suppose to save people) and the Human 

Society after Hurricane Florence.  After seeing the Hartman story, I also sent a check to 

the Midtown Inn.  I owed the website/newsletter’s attorney a small amount and he told 

me to include it in the check to the Midtown Inn.  
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Here is the link to the story: 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/myrtle-beach-innkeeper-opens-his-doors-to-families-

flooded-out-of-their-homes/ 

 

If you watched this story and might want to send $20 or so to Mr. Hucks. One night is 

advertised at $50. Here is his address: 

 

Jaret Hucks 

Midtwon Inn 

309 8th Ave N 

Myrtle Beach, SC 20577   

 

SECURITY AGENT ALWAYS HAVING AN EYE OUT FOR TROUBLE:  The security 

agent was given a ride with a friend of hers to the Dog Park while I was at the Town and 

Country Board of Aldermen meeting.  Even on Mason Road she was checking the 

rearview mirror for trouble.  

 

  
 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/myrtle-beach-innkeeper-opens-his-doors-to-families-flooded-out-of-their-homes/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/myrtle-beach-innkeeper-opens-his-doors-to-families-flooded-out-of-their-homes/
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MUSIC:   

 

 
For early passes while they are available call the Touhill at 314-516-4949. 

You and I are paying their salaries so we should go and see them work.  

 

CARTOONS:   
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