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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 365 AND CHESTERFIELD UNAPPROVED 310 

 
 

January 20, 2019 

 

MEYLAND-SM ITH AND WRIGHT WITHDRAW FROM APRIL BALLOT  AT THE 

LAST MINUTE:  Look for at least two new faces on the Town and Country Board of 

Aldermen at the end of April. 

 

Ward-3 alderman, Fred Meyland-Smith, the tax cheat who registered a new car to 

property he owns in Illinois avoiding paying Town and Country and Missouri sales taxes 

and St. Louis County annual Personal Property Vehicle taxes, withdrew from the 

aldermanic race a couple of hours before the filing deadline.  

   
 

Joining Meyland-Smith was Ward 1 alderwoman Lynn Wright who also withdrew her 

name from the ballot in the afternoon on Tuesday.  Both Meyland-Smith and Wright won 

seats on the aldermanic board in 2005 each with over 70% of the vote. 

  (Wright saw me taking a photo once and decided to pose for it by 

snarling, so if that was what she wanted I’m happy to use it for two years now.)    
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 On Monday at 4:30pm over in Ward-3 Tom Schaefer, who lives in the gated community 

of two and three million dollar homes on Devonworth Drive, dropped out of the race 

With Meyland-Smith leaving the ballot on Tuesday that leaves Ryan Mortland of 

Wheatfield Farms alone on the ballot in Ward 3. Mortland is the CEO of MB Technology 

Soluntions in Creve Coeur.   

  Mortland   Pam Holman  

 

With Wright pulling out of the race it only leaves late filer Pamela Holman of 2718 

Covington Place, one block west of Bopp Road off of Clayton Road. She and her 

husband Ben, have lived there since 2013. Mikkell Morgan, a former pharmaceutical 

sales manager, then a housewife/mom and now a substitute teacher in Ladue and 

Parkway school districts like Wright withdrew on the last day of filing. That leaves 

Holman as being uncontested.   

 

While Meyland-Smith and Wright were Daltonites, clearly on the side of lobbyist, 

conflict-of-interest guy and long time cigarette lobbyist Mayor Jon Dalton.  We can only 

hope that Mortland and Holman are independents.  Here are the T&C candidates: 

 

 WARD 1  

1. Pamela Holman, 2718 Covington Place Estates, 63131 
Mikkel Morgan, 12809 Topping Meadows, 63131 (withdrew 01/15/19) 

Lynn Wright, 2478 White Stable Road, 63131 (withdrew 01/15/19) 
 
 

WARD 2  
1. Laura Baer, 1801 Topping Road, 63131 
2. Tiffany Frautschi, 1865 S. Mason Road, 63131 

 
WARD 3  

1. Ryan Mortland, 13044 Wheatfield Farm Road, 63141 
Tom Schaefer, 1222 Devonworth Drive, 63017 (withdrew 01/14/19) 

Fred Meyland-Smith, 1032 Woodfield Estates Drive, 63017 (withdrew 

01/15/19) 
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WARD 4  

1. B. Sophia Ford-Glanton, 312 Wyndmoor Terrace Court, 63141 
2. Jon Benigas, 14288 Cedar Springs Drive, 63017 

     

EARLY BIRD:  Usually you start to see campaign mailers in late February or March.  

Many people running in local elections don’t send anything out until the last two weeks 

before the election.  So I was surprised on January 14, the day before the closing for 

candidate filings, I receive a good size mailer from Tiffany Frautschi.  

 

 
 

    
 

Frautschi had three contributors in December for $1,250 including $500 from former 

Town and Country Alderman Kevin Beckman. I know she has received more 
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contributions since then and she has to report those over $100 in early March. Here are 

the December contributors.  

 

 
   

Frautschi’s opponent Laura Baer does not have a campaign account with the Missouri 

Ethics Commission yet.  If she plans to spend more than $1000 she needs one by the 

first week in March.  

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY ARRESTS DEC.8, 2018 TO JANUARY 2, 2019:  What is 

really amazing with this list is there are no DWI arrests made on New Year’s Eve or 

New Year’s Day.  Town and Country leads the region in DWI arrests per officer.  In 

November there were no Town and Country residents arrested.  In December there was 

one for DWI, Matthew Head of Mason Valley Road for DWI. 
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2018 POLICE TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE STATS   

Stats for Chief 
CATEGORY DEC. 2018 YTD 2018 DEC. 2017 YTD 2017 
Service Activities 2309 29820 2593 25383 

Reports Written 172 2422 197 2364 

Vehicle Crashes 57 828 75 917 

Criminal Reports 25 391 38 377 

DWI Arrests 9 155 9 127 

Misc. Arrests 30 356 25 352 

Traffic Citations 216 2935 281 4003 

Speeding 100 2076 161 2532 

Traffic Warnings 177 3164 258 3971 

Total Traffic Contacts 393 7099 539 7854 

     2018 TOWN AND COUNTRY CRIME STATS:  Read what kind of offenses occurred in 

2018 and how many times, plus if crime is up or down. 

 

December 2018                   DEC 18  Unfounded total 2018  Dec 17   total 2017 

 

Part One Offenses: 14 1 159 15 157 

Criminal Homicide 0   0 0 0 

Negligent Manslaughter 0   0 0 0 

Forcible Rape 0   1 0 3 

Robbery 0   1 0 0 
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Assault (agg/cmn): 5   26 2 21 

      Aggrevated 0   0 0 1 

      Common 5   26 2 20 

Burglaries: 0   9 0 12 

Residential 0   9 0 7 

Business 0   0 0 5 

Larceny-Theft 9 1 111 13 115 

Motor Vehicle Theft 0   11 0 4 

Arson 0   0 0 1 

Part One Offenses 

Cleared: 7   70 1 71 

Solved cases 

Criminal Homicide 0   0 0 0 

Negligent Manslaughter 0   0 0 0 

Forcible Rape 0   1 0 1 

Robbery 0   0 0 0 

Assault (agg/cmn): 4   24 0 20 

      Aggrevated 0   0 0 1 

      Common 4   24 0 19 

Burglaries: 0   3 0 5 

Residential 0   3 0 3 

Business 0   0 0 2 

Larceny-Theft 3   47 1 44 

Motor Vehicle Theft 0   3 0 2 
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Arson 0   0 0 0 

 

Part Two Offenses: 20   366 31 326 

Curfew Violation 0   0 0 0 

Disorderly Conduct 0   0 0 0 

Driving While Intoxicated 9   154 9 127 

Embezzlement 1   3 1 8 

Forgery /Counterfeiting 0   6 0 11 

Fraud: 4   47 0 39 

      IRS 0   1 0 1 

      Other 4   46 0 38 

Gambling 0   0 0 0 

Liquor Laws 0   0 0 2 

Narcotic/Drug Laws 0   41 7 29 

Offenses Family/Children 1   6 0 4 

Runaway/Missing 0   1 0 2 

Sex Offenses 0   6 3 6 

Stolen Property 

Buy/Rec’d/Pos 0   4 0 4 

Trespassing 1   2 0 2 

Property Damage 1   10 3 11 

Weapons Violation 0   7 0 5 

All Others 3   79 8 76 

 

Part Two Offenses 
12   238 19 200 
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Cleared: 

Curfew Violation 0   0 0 0 

Disorderly Conduct 0   0 0 0 

Driving While Intoxicated 9   154 9 127 

Embezzlement 0   2 0 6 

Forgery /Counterfeiting 0   1 0 6 

Fraud: 0   8 0 6 

      IRS 0   0 0 0 

      Other 0   8 0 6 

Gambling 0   0 0 0 

Liquor Laws 0   0 0 2 

Narcotic/Drug Laws 0   41 7 28 

Offenses Family/Children 1   5 0 2 

Runaway/Missing 0   1 0 1 

Sex Offenses 0   3 1 4 

Stolen Property 

Buy/Rec’d/Pos 0   4 0 3 

Trespassing 1   2 0 2 

Property Damage 1   3 2 2 

Weapons Violation 0   7 0 3 

All Others 0   11 0 8 

 

OVERVIEW OF CRIME:  Home burglaries were just slightly up from 2017 (9 vs 7) but 

there were no business burglaries in 2018 compared to 5 in 2017. 

 

DWI enforcement was up with 154 DWI arrests in 2018 compared to 127 in 2017.  
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Motor Vehicle thefts jump from 4 in 2017 to 11 in 2018.  There are still thieves who will 

drive neighborhoods late at night checking for unlocked cars in driveways with the keys 

or key fobs still in the car.   

 

 The one area where it was clear the police were refusing to enforce the law against 

local residents was in “liquor law violations.”  Once again there were ZERO liquor law 

cases.  This included persons under 21 in possession of intoxicants.  In most cases 

traffic stops off the Interstate would involve locals.  However, as a former police 

supervisor, many times it makes more sense to pour the booze out into the gutter than 

waste the time making an arrest or issuing a citation.  But ZERO cases with officers 

making 7000 car stops in 2018 plus some DWI arrests of persons under 21 is a little 

hard to believe. Also once again it appears if the police are not checking bars with liquor 

licenses for serving drunk or underage patrons. 

 

MORE CHARGES FOR GATED SUBDIVISION CRIMINAL:    Kalaun Gray, 28, the son 

of lawyer Anthony Gray, who briefly represented Michael Brown’s family after the 

Ferguson store strong-arm robbery and police shooting and has been the corrupt City of 

Pine Lawn’s prosecutor and Public Safety Director has been charged twice more in 

2018 and has probation violation charges pending in two and three year old cases.  

Kalaun lives with his dad in the gated Town and Country subdivision of Cedar Springs, 

where both Ward-4 alderpersons Jon Benigas and Sue Allen live. The subdivision has a 

gate house and 24-hour guard. 

 

  
Cedar Springs Gate House                                   Gray residence 14361 Cedar Parkwasy 

 

On May 19, 2018 he was arrested for Felony Destruction of Property in St. Louis.  He 

pled guilty on 11/7/18 and was placed on his third 5-year SIS probation term.  He was 

arrested by the Missouri Highway Patrol on 06/22/18 for the fourth time for felony drug 

possession.  This time it was Heroin after he was stopped speeding on I-64 in Town and 

Country by the Highway Patrol.  Here is the charging document from that case:   
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Here is part of the St. Louis City court files reference the May 19 Felony Destruction of 

Property case thatGray pled guilty to involving in doing over $750 in damage to a car 

and a house. 
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Here is Gray’s arrest record that we have managed to piece together over the years: 

 

12/06/18     Probation Violation  

08/21/18     Probation Violation                                                    

06/22/18      Felony Drug Possession   pending                            MO Highway Patrol  

                   Speeding 91 MPH in 60 MPH zone 

05/19/18      Felony Destruction of Property  Pled Guilty 11/7/18  St. Louis PD 

                    Placed on a 5-year SIS probation term 

09/13/16      Felony Drug Possession 

09/02/16      Felony Gun Possession & Drug Charges                

                    Gun charge was dropped and case refilled on 9/13/16 

02/03/16      Flourishing Dangerous Weapon 

05/14/16      Felony Drug Possession & Firearm Possession      St. Louis County PD 

                    09/17/17 Pled Guilty  5 year SIS probation Term 

                    08/21/18 Probation Violation Filed hearing 01/14/19 

08/12/16      Felony Assault 1st Degree  

12/18/15      Robbery 2nd Degree                                                   Bridgeton PD 

                    Case dropped when victim did not want to cooperate 

12/12/15      Destruction of Property  (charges dropped) 
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10/14/15      1st Degree Armed Robbery                                         Bridgeton PD 

                    Armed Criminal Action 

                    Case dropped when witness/victim was reluctant to testify 

09/09/15      Felony Drug and Gun Charges                                  Florissant PD  

                    08/17/17 Pled Guilty to 2-ct Felony Drug Possession 

                    5-years SIS probation  12/6/18 Probation Violation filed 

                    Hearing scheduled for 01/14/19    

04/17/15      Domestic Assault  

04/26/14      Fraudulent use of a Credit Card                              Warrensburg PD 

                    PG SIS probation. Probation revoked changed to SES probation 120 

                    days in jail. 

 

I think it is excellent that the subdivision residents, including two elected officials keep a 

guard at the gate as it might slow down officers with arrest warrants for Gray or a 

search warrant for the house.  

 

      
07/28/18                07/10/18           04/14/17                09/13/16           08/12/16 

      
12/18/15             12/12/15              10/14/15         04/17/15           

 

 

 

MORE TOWN SQUARE BILLS:  Here are some more bills for the Jon Dalton Memorial 

Town Square Money Pit, that were paid on Jan 14 by the Board of Aldermen: 
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TOWN SQUARE COSTS  01/14/19 

 

$2,250,000    purchase price in January of 2015 

      $34,845    misc expenses including consulting fees 

 $2,284,845   total spent at the end of 2016 

+    330,000   spoil sampling, engineering work, consultant fees 2017 

  $2,614.845 

+$5,759,208  2018 construction costs for grounds and stormwter retention pond  

$8,374,053   
+     340,000  unbudgeted for east side trai, constrasting paving stones and 2nd restroom   

$8,714,053  
+     156,386  approved 11/27/17 for payment to American Water to move water main 

$8,870,439  
-$810,000 purchase price by Brinkman Development for 2.4 acres zoned commercial   

$8,060,439  
 +      40,000   approved on 12/11/17 for $196,294 for second restrooms in Town  

                       Square. $156.294 already budgeted. Additional $40,000 for new 

                        Sanitary Sewer lines placement. 

$8,100,439 
+         25,000   Engineering design for Maintenance Building   01/08/18 

$8.125,439 
+               106  Coffee for the Dec 16 Town Square “Ground Breaking” added on 1/8 

 $8,125,545 
+          27,000    Architectural Service for Town Square Pavilion add on 01/22/18   

$8,152,545 
+          33,200    2/6/18 Design revisions for Town Square 1st reading 2/12/18 

$8,185,745   

+   103,109  first read 2/26/18 sewer design revisions, asbestos removal from house 
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$8, 288,854      prior to demo and slope stability and seepage prevention.   

+        36,904  Soil testing,  removal and replacement in area of retention pond 3/12/18 

$8,325,758 

+       50,290   Additional security cameras 3/26/18 first read 

$8,376,048 

+       12,119 Electrical rerouting on north side of Clayton Road 3/26/18 first read 

$8,388,167 

$8,388,167 

+   469,617  Architectural changes and new construction costs 7/23/18 

$8,857,784 

-    $38,512  late fee aldermen refused to pay  8/13/18 

$8,819,272 

+   167,186  changes in site plan, additional electrical work, pump station 8/13/18 

$8,986,458 

+     43,745  upgrade of materials for deck, change to concrete patio  8/13/18 

$9,030,203 

-           750   Fire pit construction voted down by Alderpersons on   09/10/18 

$9,029,453 

+     92,439  Additional Landscaping  

$9,121,892 

-       92,439 Board of Aldermen refuse to pay. 

$9,029,453 

+     24,516  Legal fees charged by city attorney 01/01/17 to 08/31/18 

$9,053,969 

-    807,831  Check from Brinkman Development for purchase of Town Sq land  

$8,246,138  

+      71,000  Change order #11 to Brinkman for debris removal, tree removal, grading 10/22/18  

$8,317,138 

+           308  Lawyer’s fee for September on Town Square 

$8,317,446 
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+     25,391  Retention wall upgrade due to ground water at Clayton Rd tunnel 

$8,342,837 

+       4,682  Additional Architectural fees 12/1/18 paid on 01/14/19  

$8,347,519 

 
FRED ATTACKS PEOPLE THAT THINK THE TOWN SQUARE PROJECT IS A 

WASTE OF MONEY:  At the start of the Board of Aldermen meeting on Monday 

January 14, 2019 Fred “Tax Cheat” Meyland-Smith stepped off the dais and took to the 

citizens speaker microphone claiming he wanted to speak as a citizen to attacked those 

people who came to the December Board of Aldermen meeting to complain about “cost 

overruns” in connection with the Town Square Project, which at about $8.3 million is 

about $3-million over the original estimate.  Fred had his own power point show.  

Citizens speaking at the beginning of meeting are only given 3 minutes to speak.  Fred 

did not act like a citizen.  He went 3-to4-times longer than the 3-minute despite City 

Administrator Bob Shelton mentioning his 3-minutes were up.  

 

  
 

“I’m reacting to residents’ comments of ‘cost overruns’ that were ill informed.  I take 

exception to the term ‘cost overruns,’” said the tax cheater Fred Meyland Smith at the 

end of his power point presentation.  

 



17 

 

That caused Mayor & former Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton to speak up saying what a 

great presentation it was.  To avoid anyone attacking Dalton on the Town Square 

Project that he planned and arranged for the sale of the land before presenting it to the 

Board of Aldermen, he continues to “recuse” himself claiming a lawyer with his large law 

firm once represented the builder.  However this night he spoke up.  

 

“I hear those asking when this (Town Square) will be completed.  It has taken so long 

because we are doing this right.  The people who say ‘cost overrun’ you know will be 

the first ones there and I’ll be there welcoming them,” said Dalton who is now renting an 

apartment behind the town square project after being kicked out of his large house and 

divorced by his longtime wife in 2018.  

 

  Dalton defending his boondoggle money pit         

 

FRED MEYLAND-SMITH IS AGAINST PEOPLE WHO CAN’T COME TO 

ALDERMANIC MINUTES VIEWING THE MEETINGS ONLINE:  Alderwoman Lindsey 

Butler had Mayor Dalton refuse to ask for a second on her resolution to have the City 

Administrator to make inquiries of other communities that  video Aldermanic and 

Council meetings live and put videos on the web for people who cannot attend.  

 

Meyland-Smith is against those people who have to work, care for children or elderly 

parents and can’t come to city hall.   

 

“I have serious doubts about the utility of them and the boomerang effect to no longer 

have face to face discussions with us.  We have encouraged an isolation and silos 

where you don’t have to come here (city hall for aldermanic meetings),” said Fred 

“Windbag” in a statement that barely made any sense.  Meyland-Smith said he would 

vote for the resolution for the city administrator to make inquiries but would not likely 

vote to implement the video streaming and recording.   

 

After hearing this I could only think, WHAT A JERK! 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY DIRECTOR OF SERVICES RESIGNS:  Craig Wilde, the long 

time Director of Public Works and the Director of Services for Town and Country has 

resigned.  His last day is on January 23, 2019.  

 

Thinking that he is surely going to another job in another city, Wilde told us that was not 

the case.  

 

“I’m going to take some time off,” he told us. 

 

In December 11 the Board of Aldermen voted to conduct an audit of the Public Works 

department and the Town Square project, both under Wilde.  Wilde has expressed 

some displeasure with residents looking toward him as the Town Square project costs 

continue to climb and not alderpersons who kept voting for enhancements. Wilde had 

worked for the City of Crestwood before coming to Town and Country.   

  
Wilde talks on a Town Square as the recused Mayor Dalton checks his watch and City Attorney Steve 

Garrett appears to nod off.  Earlier in 2018 Wilde appeared to have surrendered.   

 

GETTING READY FOR DEER CULLING:  We noticed that “Deer Feed” was on the 

current billing list approved by Alderpersons indicating the feed portion of the “feed and 

shoot” deer culling has begun. 50 bags of Corn Deer feed costs  
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OUT OF THE CAR WASH AND INTO THE ITALIAN RESTAURANT:  On Monday in 

the late morning, a customer at the self serve car wash at the Phillips 66 Station on east 

side of Woods Mill Road at Clayton, did not have a medical event as was reported by 

mainstream media but a stuck accelerator on his boss’ car while exiting the car wash. It 

resulted in a one-in-a-million crash.  His boss is handicapped and had hand controls for 

acceleration and braking on the steering wheel.  The car accelerated hard breaking out 

the car wash door accelerating across five lanes of Woods Mill Road, down a snow 

covered embankment onto the parking lot and through the front wall of Rich and 

Charlie’s restaurant. Firefighters and paramedics turned out in force to free the man and 

then take him to a nearby hospital.  

 

I spoke with a Town and Country Police Officer who was on the scene who estimated 

that maybe 2 minutes out of an hour at that time of day there aren’t cars moving through 

that section of road or backed up from the stoplight.     
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OMG THOSE DAMN KIDS AND THOSE LITTLE DETAILS. ONE KID WILL NOT 

FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS REFUSES TO TAKE SLEEPING PILLS AND THEN 

STOPS MOM FROM KILLING HER TWO BROTHERS:   Syeda Sirajuddin, 35, who is 

almost a Town and Country resident, living off Weidman Road across the street from 

Queeny Park had one 9-year-old daughter who would not follow directions and instead 

stopped her from killing all her children. 

 

 Sirajuddin had her children 9, 5 and 2 take four sleeping pills each.  However, the 9-

year-old didn’t like the pills’ taste and did not shallow them.  The 9-year-old later heard 

screaming and went and saw her mother flinging her 5-year-old brother by his neck 

while stabbing him with a kitchen knife. According to the Court charging documents she 

also tried to smother the 2-year-old son with a blanket. The 9-year-old got the knife from 

mom and hid it, but she did not call the police.  

 

Sirajuddin called her husband, told him she had killed the kids and then called 9-1-1 and 

said the same thing.  County Police officers and paramedics with the West County EMS 

& Fire Protection District were dispatched to the house where they found Sirajuddin 

sitting in a chair waiting for them.  

 

Sirajuddin was also arrested in 2017 for Domestic Destruction of Property, however that 

charge info is no longer part of a public record.  On Thursday January 10 Sirajuddin was 

charged with 5-felony crimes, 2 counts of Assault First Degree, 2 counts of Felony 

Endangering the Welfare of a Child and one count of Armed Criminal Action. She is 
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being held in jail on a $150,000 cash only bond. (And you thought your mother was 

crazy at times!) 

 

   
01/09/18                            08/03/17 

 

Here is information from the court files: 
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CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER:  Due to some Chesterfield IT issues of changing 

to a new computer system the arrested persons’ names are not included in four days of 

Police Blotter postings.  This should be corrected by next week’s edition.  
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CHESTERFIELD 2018 CRIMES AND POLICE SERVICE STATS:  Crime with a few 

exceptions was down in 2018 across Chesterfield.  Read how much crime was 

happening and how it compared to last year. Most crime was down, traffic crashes were 

down while citations were up. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



29 

 

 

 
 

 

TWO CANDIDIATES WHO FILLED AGAINST INCUMBENTS WITHDRAW FROM 

APRIL ELECTION:  Just like in Town and Country in the last days for filing for the April 

elections more people were coming to City Hall to take their name off of the ballot than 

to go on the ballot.  

 

Patty Vietmeier of Kendell Bluff Court, a gate subdivision of large townhouses, filed to 

run against incumbent Barb McGuinness one week and withdrew the next. That leaves 

McGuinness unopposed. 

 

 Vietmeier    McGuinness 

 

The same thing happened in Ward-4.  Incumbent Michelle Ohley had unexpected 

opposition with Patti Bader filling against her.  Bader also has removed her name from 

the ballot prior to the 5pm January 15th deadline.  

 

That just leaves the under-30 lawyer Ben Keathley with an opponent in the form of 76-

year-old David Behlke.  Keathley is the only Chesterfield councilperson with an 

opponent as Dan Hurt in Ward-3 is running unopposed.   
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MAYOR DEMANDS TO KNOW WHY CHAIR OF PLANNING AND PUBLIC WORKS 

COMMITTEE VOTED NO.   Aventura at Wild Horse Creek is the two building apartment 

complex proposed for 12.6 acres of land between Old Chesterfield Airport Road (The 

trailer park) on the north and a proposed new subdivision and Wild Horse Creek Road 

on the south.  The complex would have 176 units with 342 parking spaces and 17 

carports.  

 

On Thursday January 10, 2019 it was before the Planning and Public Works Committee 

for the second time.  On October 18, 2018 it was before the PPW Committee and sent 

back to the Architectural Review Board for more tweaking.    

 
 

It has comeback and the first thing that concerned me that they heavily wooded 

property under city code had to have no less that 30% woodlands left.   
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But the developer claims to get in the easement and driveway they needed a variance 

to 27% woodlands.  The reason for killing 3% or more trees than normally would be 

allowed was the need for grading for the driveway. Of course you could eliminate 25 

apartments and a couple of carports and not violate the woodland preservation 

ordinance.  

 
 

 
 

 
Carport  

 

After the presentation Councilwoman Many Ann Mastorakos asked a number of 

questions and made a statement. 
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She said she thought the architectural design was generic and common. She also 

brought up the woodlands, saying how the property was “forested” adding that area 

residents tell her they are concerned about “green space” in developments.   “I don’t 

think it is presented in a form that will allow me to vote for it,” said Mastorakos. 

 

   Mary Ann Mastorakos 

 

Councilman Dan Hurt sounded like a kid, saying he wanted a larger “water feature.” 

 

Committee Chair Michelle Ohley commented that she agreed with the issues 

Mastorakos brought up. 

 

When a vote was taken on the proposal Barry Flachsbart and Dan Hurt YES and 

Mastorakos and Ohley voted NO.  The tie vote would still send the proposal before the 

entire council.  

 

Then it was on to the next topic…BUT WAIT…Mayor Bob Nation wasn’t done with the 

apartment topic yet.  This is a CITY COUNCIL committee and not a mayoral committee.  

Earlier after Mastorakos’ remarks Mayor Nation said how he thought the city and the 

staff were doing a “fine job” and there were guidelines that needed to be followed. 

  Mayor Nation 
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Mayor Nation then demanded for Chairwoman Ohley to explain why she voted NO.  

Ohley paused for a long time and then said,” Because I agreed with everything she 

said,” pointing to Mastorakos.  

 

MOSQUITO V HONEYBEE:  AT the same meeting what appeared to be a simple 

agenda item turned out to be a little complicated.  I can remember as a kid growing up 

in Webster Groves in the 1950s and 1960 with trucks spraying a fog to kill mosquitoes 

in the neighborhood.  60 years later this is still going on.  The agenda item at the Public 

Health & Safety meeting was to renew with St. Louis County at a cost a little under 

$10,000.  It is a 5-year contract that automatically renews each year.  The County will 

treat water areas such as ponds, ditches, sewers, creeks, storm water detention basins, 

swamps and marshes for mosquito larva.      

 

They will also spray neighborhoods to kill existing mosquitoes. Mosquitoes are known to 

carry the West Nile Virus, Saint Louis Encephallitis and other viruses and diseases.    

  versus       

 

There is the rub.  The spray will also kill honey bees in backyard hives for people 

making their own honey.  Jim Eckridge, the city’s Public Works director explained that 

residents simply need to call the County Health Department and ask that their street not 

be sprayed.  Back in the 1950s and 60s I cannot think of anyone who had backyard 

honey bees making honey. People either bought their honey at farmers’ markets or at a 

Bettendorf-Rapp supermarket.  

 

 Jim Eckridge 
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Both Mary Ann Mastorakos and Michelle Ohley stated that they received complaints 

from residents on how all their honey bees were killed last year. (At least it is a 

testimonial that the fog works)    

 

THE WEATHER IS REALLY BAD OUTSIDE, GIVE ME ANOTHER DRINK BEFORE I 

HEAD HOME:  While heavy snow blanketed central and northern Missouri and sleet 

and freezing rain hit Southern Missouri on the afternoon & night of Friday January 11 

and over night in Saturday January 12, the Missouri Highway Patrol was flooded with 

vehicle crash calls and vehicles off the road.  But troopers did make 22 arrests 

statewide during the worst of the weather.  Many involved crash investigations. 

  In Town and County I-64 and Hwy 141ramp 

 

Out of the 22 arrests, 16 were for DWI.  Yes that’s right at least 16 people decided 

that since the weather was dangerous, visibility was limited and roads were slick with 

snow or ice, that they should have a couple more drinks before hitting the road.  Of the 

six non- DWI arrests, four were for drugs (three in one incident) and two were fugitives 

with outstanding warrants.    
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Of the three DWI arrests in Troop A (St. Louis Region) the drivers were from Creve 

Coeur, O’Fallon and Troy. 

 

DESPITE THE WEATHER THERE WERE STILL SOME DEER-CAR CRASHES:  Most 

of the accidents handled by the Highway Patrol involved either drivers losing control and 

going off the road, often over turning or unable to stop on ice and hitting a stopped car 

waiting to turn.  But there were still some deer related crashes.  

 

18-YEAR-OLD BOY GOES TO HOPSITAL AFTER SWERVING TO MISS DEER AND 

HITTING UTILITY POLE:  18-year-old Hunter Ayler of Blairstown was treated at a 

hospital after swerving to miss a deer on Route N in Henry County on Monday evening 

01/14/19. 

   

     

 

 
 

MEDIA:  POST DISPATCH MIGHT WANT TO UPDATE THE PHOTO THEY USED 

WITH JANUARY 4, 2019 STORY: Always an editor, former newspaper editor and my 

editor at AOL.com patch sites six and seven years ago, Jeanne Whitney sent me a 

photo of a Post-Dispatch article published on January 4, 2019 by Mark Schlinkmann, 

concerning more delays in getting high-speed trains between Chicago and St. Louis.  

The article was fine, but the photo the Post-Dispatch used with the article was weird and 

creepy.  
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The photo was taken in 2007 and showed “Assistant Conductor Brandon Bostian 

standing and watching a couple kiss before one of them boarded the train.  Why this 

photo is unusual and grossly out of date is that Bostian later became an Amtrak 

Engineer; an infamous engineer.  

 

In 2015 Bostian was at the controls of an Amtrak train between Philadelphia and New 

York that was doing close to 100 MPH in an area with a top track speed limit of 50MPH.  

The train derailed and killed eight people while injuring over 200. 

 

Bostian was later charged with negligent manslaughter.  The charges were dismissed 

by one judge and reinstated by an appeals court. Prosecutors have complained of 

Federal investigators withholding evidence.  The trial is now expected to proceed later 

in 2019.  Amtrak has paid over $265,000,000 so far in claims settlements. 
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SO I agree with Jeanne Whitney.  It is time to either use a new photo or have a 500-

word cutline under the photo explaining the history of the pictured 2007 assistant 

conductor . 

 
 

MEDIA:  SOMEONE BESIDES ME HAS NO LOVE FOR KSDK:  I have been pissed at 

KSDK since the following things happened: 

 

1)  A KSDK reporter entered Kirkwood High School without signing in at the office and 

then left by a side door causing a lockdown and police response from Kirkwood PD, 

Des Peres PSD, Town and Country PD, Glendale PD and Warson Woods PD. 

2)  The forced retirement of their two senior meteorologists as they could replace them 

with people making less money. 

3)  The corporation that owns KSDK refusing a long term deal to sell the property by 

their tower to the 53-year-old Tower-Tee driving range, par-3 golf course and batting 

cages, where young St. Louisans had learned to play golf for over 50 years. They had 

been renting the land to Tower Tee. Instead they sold the property to a home builder.  
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So I was amused when Buck Swope took some photos of the latest Delmar Loop 

Trolley-car crash and posted them on Facebook.   

 

 
 

Three different TV stations asked for permission to use the photos.  Here is how things 

went: 
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I’m glad to see there is someone else who holds KSDK in the same low regard as I do. 

 

FOR TWO YEARS IN A ROW VEILED PROPHET QUEEN NOT FROM LADUE:  In 

2017 the 20-consecutive years of the teenage high school aged girl with very rich 

parents was not from Ladue.  In 2017 Corinne Condie was from Creve Coeur.  In 

December of 2018 Cecelia Ann Fox continued non-Ladue 2-year tradition by being 

named the Queen of Love of Beauty. She is from Clayton and is an older queen and is 

a sophomore at Tulane University, but attend exclusive private high school John 

Burroughs in Ladue.   

 

               
Corrine Condie with rich dad, Parker in 2017      2018Queen Cecelia and dad, Jeff 

 

Town and Style Magazine print all the maids of honor photos and high schools.  Let’s 

take a look at what high schools the elite in the world of St. Louis snobs attended. 

 

Cor Jesu Academy  Affton (Unincorporated South St. Louis CO.)  1 
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Dana Hall School for Girls  (Rich kid boarding school)  City of Wellesley, MA  1 

 

Dexter-Southfield  (Rich kid boarding school)   City of Brookline, MA  1  

 

Incarnate Word  City of Bel-Nor   1 

 

John Burroughs   City of Ladue:  8 

 

Kirkwood H.S.  City of Kirkwood  2 

 

Mary Institute-Country Day City of  Ladue:  25 

 

Norte Dame (Girls High School)  Lemay, MO (unincorporated South St Louis CO) 1 

 

Parkway Central   City of Chesterfield   2 

 

Parkway South  City of Manchester  1 

 

Parkway West   City of Chesterfield  2 

 

St. Joseph’s Academy   City of Frontenac  1    

 

Upper Arlington High School  City of Upper Arlington, Ohio  1 

 

Villa Duchesne   City of Frontenac:  18   

 

Visitation  City of Town and Country   3 

 

Whitfield   City of Creve Coeur   1 

 

The best I can figure is that about 25% of the females in the MICDS senior class where 

maids of honor at the Veiled Prophet Ball.   
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Over the years I really have gotten to appreciate all the high school and college kids 

making money at the Sonic Drive-In or the local Car Wash.  However they are not from 

Town and Country or central Chesterfield.  They drive to these jobs from Manchester, 

Maryland Heights, Rock Hill or Maplewood.  These  kids are not maids of honor at the 

Veiled Prophet Ball.  Kids from central snoburbia do not have to make extra money for 

college or to buy a used car.  

 

CARTOONS 
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