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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 367 AND CHESTERFIELD UNAPPROVED 312 

 
 

February 3, 2019 

 

 

DRIVER DOING 56 MPH OVER THE LIMIT; YES 116 MPH LEAVES COURT WITH 

NO POINTS ON HIS LICENSE AND NO FINE:  On Friday night September 1, 2017 at 

about 10:25PM Town and Country Police Officer Duddleston clocked Dajuan Baker, 17, 

of Florissant, Mo driving a 2015 Dodge Charger at 116 MPH in a 60 MPH zone on 

Westbound I-64 and Mason Road.  

 

  
 

Baker was also charged with No Op License on Person  

 

SO he does 116 MPH, a police officer and other motorists are at risk. On 12/13/18 

Baker appears in court with his Clayton attorney in Clayton, after making a “Jury 
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demand” but having no intention of having a trial. At the time he pleads guilty he has 

three prior speeding violations, one was reduced to Illegal Parking and the other two he 

failed to appear in court and had warrants issued for his arrest.  He pled guilty to 116 

MPH.  Apparently Judge John Newsham thought he was a perfect candidate for 

probation and No Points.  He gets NO POINTS and no FINE and placed on probation 

for 2 years.  He also has to attend a Victims Impact Session and a driving school. So 

you and I are underwriting his car insurance, since his insurance carrier doesn’t know 

about this.   

 

The Town and Country Prosecutor apparently had no problem with this either.  

 

Prior to this deal here are some more reasons why Baker should have got this deal: 

 

04/13/17     Moving Violation  reduced to Illegal Parking   $50 fine     MO Hwy Patrol  

                   Moving Violation reduced to Illegal Parking  $200 fine 

09/01/17     Speeding  116 mph in 60 zone                                         Town & Country 

                   No Proof of Insurance 

12/22/17      Speeding 53 in a 35 zone Olive Blvd  FTA Warrant          Olivette PD                                 

02/27/18      Speeding  on Olive Blvd Fail to Appear in Court  warrant Creve Coeur PD 

                    No Proof of Insurance  Warrant 

  

ON PROBATION FOR 3-COUNTS OF DOMESTIC ASSAULT. 99 MPH IS OKAY 

WITH TOWN AND COUNTRY PROSECUTOR:  On Saturday July 22, 2017 Sgt. Wilkey 

of thee Town and Country Police clocked a 2004 Jaguar XJ8 at 8:09 in the morning on 

I-270 at Clayton Road doing a mere 99 MPH in the 60 MPG zone.  The Jag was being 

driven by Bryan K. McMullin of Festus, MO. 

 

08/30/13  Speeding   Pled Guilty $55 fine                                                MO Hwy Patrol 

12/12/17  3-Countsof Domestic Assault  4/18/18 Pled Guilty Probation Jefferson Co SO 

 

I don’t know about you but doing 100 MPH or 99 MPH in an urban area should not be 

tolerated and should be punished.  Apparently the Town and Country Prosecutor Ed 

Sluys disagrees.    This case was moved by McMullin’s attorney to the Associated 

Circuit Court in Clayton, but Sluys was still the prosecutor.  

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 
 

OUTCOME:  On 08/18/18 McMullin pled guilty in Associated Circuit Court in Clayton, 

MO Judge John Newsham.  Newsham placed McMullin on a one-year SIS NO-Fine, 

No-Points probation.  It is another case of good driving underwriting dangerous drivers 

insurance, since there are no points on his driving record for his insurance carrier to 

find.  

 

 92 MPH AT 1 O’CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON IS APPARENTLY NOT TOO 

DANGEROUS , DRIVER GETS NO-FINE, NO-POINTS 1-YEAR PROBATION TERM: 

32-year-old Devon Danae Winston is new to getting pulled over for traffic violations.  

Here are a few we could find.  

 

04/20/10   Speeding  PG 8/13/10  $150 fine                           MO Hwy Patrol 

01/28/16   Moving Violation amended to no-points equip vio  MO Hwy Patrol 

                 05/19/16  $250 fine 

11/17/16   Moving Vio reduced to Illegal Parking $250 fine    MO Hwy Patrol      
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01/25/18   Speeding 82 MPH/60 Zone  I-270                            Town & Country PD 

01/25/18   Moving Vio reduced to Parking Vio $250 fine I-270  Kirkwood PD 

  

  
 

She has had three serious moving violation reduced to Illegal Parking or Equip 

Violation. She was cited on I-270 on the same day by Kirkwood and Town and Country 

Police Officers.  The Kirkwood case was reduced to Illegal Parking with a $250 fine.  

The Town and Country case was moved by the County Associate Circuit Court by 

Winston’s lawyer.  It was still prosecuted by Town and Country prosecutor Ed Sluys. 

Despite Winston’s past record Sluys had no problem with Winston receiving a 1-year 

SIS NO-Points, No-Fine probation term. 
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 3-YEARS-AND-2-MONTHS AFTER HER ARREST, FELONY DRUNK DRIVER WHO 

CRASHED CAR PLEADS GUILTY TO REDUCED CHARGES:  On August 23, 2015 at 

3:11 AM (Saturday into Sunday) Town and Country Officer Sapienza was dispatch to 

assist a motorist on Westbound I-64 before Mason Road. 

 

On his arrival Officer Sapienza found a 2010 gray Ford Escape on the shoulder missing 

its left front tire and had clearly been driven on the rim, plus side damage to both sides 

of the car as if it had hit a median wall and or guard rails.  The car was running and 

slumped behind the wheel was SARAH NICOLE SANGUINET, 28, of Blue Sage Drive 

in Ballwin.  

 

As soon as Officer Sapienza opened the driver’s door he could smell the alcohol on the 

passed out Sanquinet’s breath. 

     Once he could get Sanguinet up and out of the vehicle this is how he found her 

condition (from his police report): 

 

 
  

 Sanguinet stated that she had “one beer” earlier in the evening.  She added that she 

was concerned about her tire and was unaware of the rest of the damage to her car.  

She took a field breath test that showed he had more than “one beer” and in fact was 

very intoxicated.  She was arrested for DWI. 

 

At the police station she denied that she had been driving a car, despite the fact that 

she was slumped over the wheel and was the only person in the car.  She asked to call 

her attorney. She was given 20 minutes to make the call, but did not attempt to call 

anyone. After 20 minutes she agreed to take an official breath test.  The results showed 

her BAC to be .184%. 

 



6 

 

Sanguinet had prior DWI arrests and convictions, although some involved probation that 

can be viewed by law enforcement and not the public.  Officer Sapienaz obtained a 

felony warrant charging Sanquinet as a Persistent Drunk Driver.  Here is some of her 

record that we could find: 

 

05/19/11     Speeding 65/45 zone reduced to Illegal Parking $750 fine   Chesterfield 

                   Improper Lane Use  Pled Guilty $100 fine 

08/23/15     DWI Felony                                                                            Town & Country  

08/12/16     SATOP Drunk Driving Diversion Program recommendation   St. Louis 

 
 

OUTCOME:  On July 5, 2017 with high-dollar DWI lawyer Travis Nobel by her side, 

Sanguinet pled guilty before St. Louis County Judge Burton, who then placed her into a 

special DWI program for three years meaning she had no record of conviction.  That 

was until she got kicked out of the program.  On 10/06/2018 Burton sentenced 

Sanguinet to a reduced charge of Misdemeanor DWI and to six months in jail, but then 

placed her on a 2-year SES probation term, meaning her DWI conviction in this case is 

a public record. 
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BETTER TOGETHER POLICE TAKEOVER…WHOA  THIS IS A BIG MISTAKE:  I 

have 30-years in law enforcement plus 10 years writing over 150 feature magazine 

articles on policing and police management while in Washington, DC  and I’m not sure 

how these Better Together folks pushing for a consolidation off all police departments in 

the area can be serious.  The area’s biggest police agency, The St. Louis Metropolitan 

Police just had four officers indicted by a Federal and State Grand Jury for badly 

beating an undercover officer at a 2017 protest of the verdict clearing Officer Jason 

Stockley of murder for killing a man at the end of a short police chase.  

 

The officers so badly beat the undercover officer that 20 months later he had not 

returned to work.  Some of the four are also accused of lying before the grand jury and 

sending text messages about having fun beating protesters.  

 Photos P-D 

 

Now the latest of two on-duty police officers leaving their patrol areas and going to an 

officer’s apartment where one of them shoots and kills an off-duty female officer while 

playing Russian Roulette. (Actually when playing Russian Roulette you put the single 

bullet in the revolver, spin the chamber and then place the gun against YOUR HEAD.  

You don’t aim it at someone else! )   

      
Dead                            Charged 

 

Then two more off-duty St. Louis officers were indicted in a shooting incident outside of 

a South St. Louis bar. 

 

While living, being an elected official and covering Town and Country and Chesterfield I 

have never seen misconduct on the level of the main agency the Better Together folks 
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want us to be protected by.  Sure I have reported about sexual misconduct by a 

supervisor (Chip Unterberg) toward a female officer and some other issues, but none 

ever close to the problems in St. Louis.  In Chesterfield it was a gay police officer (David 

Cerna)  turned film maker making videos of men using the urinal at a gas station. 

 

    
Cerna                    Unterberg no longer a cop, but selling cars for Johnny Londoff   

 

There were two good reasons why Town and Country double its size through 

annexation in 1983 and over 40,000 people incorporated their neighborhoods into the 

City of Chesterfield in 1988.  Poor police service provided by an understaffed County 

Police Department and zoning issues by the County that were not protecting 

subdivisions.  

 

GROWING UP FACTOR:  Out of the five people on the Better Together Task Force 

only one was raised in St. Louis.  The other are from, Washington, DC, Memphis, Iowa 

(with a law degree from the University of Iowa) and Norfolk, VA.  Not only is 80% of the 

Better Together Task Force not from St. Louis; they aren’t from Missouri.  Mark 

Wrighton the soon to be retired Chancellor of Washington University and campaign 

manager for Better Together came here from Boston.     

 

 

MORE BETTER TOEGETHER…HE IS BACK:  It was announced last week that former 

St. Louis County Executive Gene McNary, who failed to fly three different county 

consolidation plans in his last few years as County Executive and then in 2016 

proposed the 9-Boroughs plan is back to try consolidating (and hopefully failing). As we 

reported last week McNary failed so badly he left in mid-term to take an appointment by 

George H.W. Bush to the INS.  

 

Now Democratic County Executive Steve Stenger named Republican McNary to the 

chair of the St. Louis Charter Commission, a group of 14 appointees to review and try to 
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make changes to documents controlling the structure of St. Louis and St. Louis County. 

Of course no member of this board was elected by the voters.  

 

The existence of this commission was approved in November by County voters and 

does not include looking at the merger with St. Louis.  

 

  Gene McNary, the former politician who can’t accept “NO” on 

consolidating St. Louis County or merging with St. Louis City.  

 

CHESTERFIELD CONTINUES WITH VERY GOOD REASONS WHY BETTER 

TOGETHER IS A TERRIBLE IDEA AND WILL HURT RESIDENTS:  The Chesterfield 

Finance and Administration Committee was very interesting on Monday January 28, the 

same day Better Together announced their plans to merge St. Louis and St. Louis 

County, while eliminating most city services. (Town and Country has not made any 

resolutions or comments yet concerning Better Together.) 

 

Here is how the comments went at the meeting: 

 

Committee chair Barb McGuiness:  It appears to me it is a hollowing out of all the 

cities and running things from downtown (St. Louis).  They want to leave us with parks 

and Republic Services picking up trash. (Oddly enough at 7:03pm that night someone 

from Better Together was trying to put a positive spin on that during a KMOX Radio 

newscast saying how cities would still exist and have control over parks and recycling. )   

  Committee Chair Councilwoman Barb McGuinness 
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City Administrator Mike Geisel:  It seems to me these people have no concept on 

how you run a city.  You pass a 20-year bond issue.  You have to use sales tax to pay 

that off.  They want to take away sales tax from the cities. (There would still be sales 

tax, it would just go to the monster mega-city.) 

 

Their plan concerning the Level of Services is that they want to bring it down to the 

lowest performance level and away from the top performance level to save money. 

  City Administrator Mike Geisel 

 

 

McGuinness:  What is the problem they have identified that needs to be fixed? 

 

Geisel:  The cities that survive would basically be planning commissions and offer no 

other services to the citizens. 

 

McGuinness:  We want to preserve what the citizens wanted when the created the city 

(Chesterfield). 

 

Councilman Tom DeCampi:  The city (City of St. Louis)  is in big trouble and are 

looking for a bailout.  Call it what it is: A MONEY GRAB.  They want our money because 

of the failure of the city (St. Louis) and the County to provide good government. 

 

Geisel:  I think that the St. Louis Municipal League (all of the municipalities) have all 

ready bought torches.   
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Councilman Mike Moore:  It is a money grab, pure and simple. 

 

The Freeholder Proposal: 

 

Geisel:  This is an end run around the people who will be concerned.  This has been 

done behind closed doors. You should go to see what governments provide the best 

services and do it for the least money, not to the BIGGEST government! 

 

NEW COUNTY: 

 

DeCampi:  We should form our own county! 

 

Geisel:  Being annexed by another county (St. Charles County) we have only discussed 

over adult beverages. 

 

Councilman Ben Keathley:  We need to keep our options open on forming a new 

County. We need to get these answers sooner than later. 

 

  Ben Keathley 

 

Moore:  Going to an existing county or forming a new county, we need to find out what 

it takes. 

 

Geisel:  There are so many things wrong with this. (Better Together) 
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One big question is what would you do with all the City Halls if Better Together took 

over. 

 

Would the classic Webster Groves City Hall get turned into apartments maybe or 

perhaps yet another bank?  What about the modern Chesterfield City Hall?   

 

   
 

NEW COUNTY COUNCILMAN IS GETTING INTO THE DEER PROBLEM MADE 

WORSE BY THE COUNTY PARKS REFUSAL TO REDUCE THE EVERY GROWING 

HERD IN QUEENY PARK:  In his first days on the job former County Police Chief and 

current County Councilman Tim Fitch wasted no time trying to resolve the seven-month 

partial flooding of the Dog Park at Queeny Park.   
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The flooded ground inside the large dog side of the park has been going on since last 

June with the only thing the County Parks have done is to increase the size of the fence 

around the leak.  Most patrons of the park thought it was an ongoing leak in the 

sprinkler system.  However in November after the water had been turned off the flood 

area grew. 

 

People using the dog park contacted Fitch who in turn put some pressure on the Parks 

Department. 

 

I received a call from a “project manager” who admitted having no plans at the time to 

fix the problem, but said it was not a pipe leak.  It was an underground spring that 

suddenly started following the irrigation pipe and leaked out. (This of course begged the 

question of why the irrigation pipe is not removed.)  But Fitch did get the Park 

Department’s attention, something people paying for an annual dog park membership 

were unable to do.  

 

Now County Councilman Fitch has done something no other councilperson has done.  

He is getting on the Parks Department to do something about the large deer herd in 

Queeny Park that is migrating into Town and Country, unincorporated county 

neighborhoods and as far away as the City of Manchester.  

 

Here is a copy of a letter Fitch sent to Manchester Mayor Mike Clement that he cc’ed to 

Town and Country Mayor Jon Dalton. 
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MORE HIDDEN LEGAL FEES:  The monthly legal services bill provided to the public by 

the law firm of Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O’Keefe is very vague.  For three months I 

have had to request an itemized bill and even that is somewhat vague. 

 

Here is the bill on the Warrant List voted on by the Aldermanic Board: 
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If you notice, 31.5% of the bill is simply Hourly Legal Services with no explanation. It is 

provided but the city administrator does not put it on the public view of the “warrant list” 

(bills to be paid).  Here is the entire bill: 
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Here are a few items of interest: 

 

1)  What is the horse issue that Ald. Lynn Wright has? 

2)  What is a new Town Square Contract Issue? 

3)  What documents required legal review from Ald. Mange for the Town Crier 

newsletter? 



19 

 

4)  The car dealer “Suntrup’s” property on Park Place at Mason Road has been in 

violation of at least four building and property codes.  The city refuses to cite him, but 

the City Attorney is racking up billable hours on the issue. 

 

 

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 311 

 
 

 

WHAT DO THESE TWO PEOPLE HAVE IN COMMON? 

 

   
Chesterfield Police Chief Ray Johnson      Actress Jane Fonda 

 

Answer:  They are both 80-plus and they are still both working.  Ray is 80.  Jane turned 

81 in December. Oddly enough, they both work out. 

 

AST. POLICE CHIEF ED NESTOR DIES:  Shortly after midnight on Wednesday 

January 30, 2019 Captain Ed Nestor, assistant police chief of the Chesterfield Police 

died at his home while in Hospice Care after a year- long battle with cancer. 
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Ed was also a member and lead singer in the rock band of middle aged guys, “The 

Dog’s Breakfast.” 
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This is reference the last entry on the police blotter.  It was a triple threat by Melissa 

Sumpter, she caused a crash, was drunk, in possession of marijuana and had an open 

booze container.  

 

COURT REFORM:  This was another topic on the Finance and Administration 

Agenda and yes concerned if Judge Rick Brunk and Prosecutor Tim Engelmeyer should 

be in their positions.  

 

Tom DeCampi:  Could we not have a judge or a prosecutor who is not a judge and 

prosecutor and defense attorney in other communities?  

 DeCampi 

 

Ben Keathley:  It is a good point.  We pay our part time prosecutor more than a full time 

prosecutor in the St. Louis Circuit Attorney’s Office and they are prosecuting robberies 

and murders. I think you can get a quality full time attorney for what we are paying 

Engelmeyer. 

 

And you don’t want to have a judge who represents people as a defense attorney. 
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Mike Geisel:  I think the committee needs to decide to share the City Council’s thoughts 

about the municipal court.  That kind of communication does not exist. You have your 

rights to share your thoughts with them (judge and prosecutor). 

 

Keathley:  If you don’t like the way the job is being done you need to address it at the 

appointment of judges and prosecutors. 

 

DeCampi:  The courts (municipal courts in general) are dysfunctional.  I think we need 

to make a bold move. 

 

Keathley:  It is a strange way to do business (in Chesterfield).  We don’t have a person 

appointed as prosecuting attorney.  We have a corporation.  

 

(Keathley went on to explain while he voted no, most of the Council voted to hire Tim 

Engelmeyer’s law firm.  The firm is Engelmeyer and Pezzani, LLC.  So if Engelmeyer 

has a conflict with case his law partner, Pezzani would prosecute it.  That in itself is a 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST. Also the third lawyer with the firm could handle cases 

without ever being approved by the City Council.  Keathley also pointed out that 

someone could buy the law firm since it is a corporation and be prosecutor without any 

approval of the city council.)   

 

Here is what Chesterfield paid for city prosecutor service in 2017 and 2018.  Keep in 

mind they almost never actually held a trial. 

 

 The City of Chesterfield paid Engelmeyer and Pezzani, LLC, 

$53,628.00 in 2017 and $53,921.60 in 2018. 

 

BAD, BAD GOVERNMENT:  At the same Finance and Administration Committee 

meeting the councilpersons heard from the city’s finance director, Chris DesPlanques, 

who requested that Daniel Jones , CPAs be given another 3-year contract.  Daniel 

Jones had already served nine straight years as the city’s auditor. 
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 Chris DesPlanques 

Governments the size of Chesterfield should change auditors every two or three years.  

DesPlanques claimed Jones did a good job and was cheap.   

 

I thought everyone involved with audits of city governments were aware how you are 

suppose to change auditors every two or three years and at the longest five years.  

 

The reason is that you want a fresh set of eyes looking at the books, especially if the 

prior auditor made an error that became a continuing error or in case the prior auditor 

was trying to cover up a prior mistake.  

 

The fact that DePlanques was going with the same auditor for 12 straight years with 

approval of the F&A Committee was pretty sad. 

    

ART AT CITY HALL…THIS IS A MUST SEE:  This quarter the art work is by Laura 

Lloyd who paints and does ceramics at Studio 17 in the Foundry on Main Street in St. 

Charles.  Normally I quickly snap some photos and occasionally cringe when taking 

photos of the art exhibits in Town and Country and Chesterfield.  Not this time. This was 

interesting and at times fun. 

 

Interesting: 
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FUN: 
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                                                                                                                 Laura Lloyd 

 Artist Laura Lloyd scores a touchdown on sculptures.  

 

DOGS AND DOG BISCUITS OVER THE YEARS:  More heart problems last week, 

visits with the cardiologists at the hospital and hour long tests, left me thinking  back 

over the years.  I wrote over 150 columns for AOL patch sites in 2 ½ years.  Many were 

about local politics or government.  But some were a just general interest feel good 

pieces.  One of the last columns I wrote right as AOL was firing all the freelancers in 

cost cutting moves was this one about dogs, dog biscuits and the people who carried 

them.  

 

Dog Biscuits Trigger Thoughts of Memorable People and Dogs 

 

My dog’s dash for a handout got me thinking 

 

By  John Hoffmann 
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The other day my wife and I arrived with the dogs at a West County park. I’m not sure 

what the dogs enjoy more, the walk at the park or the car ride to the park. The park we 

were at doesn’t have a lot of hills and is easy for my older dog and on hot days easy for 

me to walk around.   

    
Tegan & Sadie on a ride to Drace Park. Staking out a known biscuit carrier. Begging back in Maryland.   

 

On this day there was no one using the park, except a postal carrier sorting mail in her 

truck. Often if there is no one else walking I won’t put the leash on Sadie, my English 

Springer Spaniel. It helps keeping the two leashes from getting tangled. Sadie is 11-

years-old and doesn’t go too far from us. At this stage in her life she’d rather sniff than 

chase.  

 

So imagine my surprise when I let her out of the car and she took off running and 

jumped into the mail truck. The carrier smiled and said, “She knows I’m breaking the  

rules and I have dog biscuits.” 

 

I was breaking the rules by not having Sadie on a leash and she was breaking the rules 

by carrying dog biscuits.  

 

So I guess everything evened out.  She handed Sadie a biscuit while I snapped the 

leash on her.  

 Sadie 
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But the event got me thinking about other people I knew in my life who carried dog 

biscuits.  

 

First there was Dan-the-Mailman. I was either five or in afternoon kindergarten at the 

ripe old age of six. Our mail was delivered to our door in the morning by a letter carrier 

known to me only as Dan-the-Mailman. Dan not only carried dog biscuits so he could 

approach every front door in our neighborhood unharmed. He also let me walk with him 

around the block. My parents even gave me a satchel I could put over my shoulder 

when walking with Dan.          

 

One of the houses on “our” route was “the mansion” in our Webster Groves 

neighborhood filled with two story houses built between 1920 and 1925. It was owned 

by Donald and Pearl Wright.  The house was on a corner lot and had tall evergreen 

bushes in the front. You could only get a glimpse of the stately house where the 

driveway cut through the bushes. Dan and I got the full view because we would walk 

right up the driveway to the front door.  

 

The Wrights didn’t have any children and Mrs. Wright took a liking to me. She would 

have me in and show me art work that she had brought back from what in 1959 was 

referred to as the Orient.  

 

Her husband was a magazine publisher and she had him arrange a tour of the main 

post office on Market Street in downtown St. Louis. I remember walking to her house 

and getting into her Packard and driving downtown where we got to watch the mail 

being sorted. All this was thanks to Dan-the-Mailman.  

 

At the same time my other neighborhood buddy was Bill-the-milkman, who drove the 

Sealtest home delivery milk truck. I actually knew Bill’s last name. It was Chamberlain.  

 

Bill carried dog biscuits. While Dan had to make it to the front door, Bill had to make it 

all the around to the backdoor. Back in 1959 many of Bill’s customers were stay at 

home housewives and if they were not at home on “milk day” they left the backdoor 

unlocked and Bill would simply walk to the refrigerator and put in that day’s milk in the 

“icebox.” 
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The Family with our Dog Alice.  The Sealtest milk truck a biscuit delivery vehicle. 

 

 Sometime in the 1960s Sealtest stopped this practice and put insulated boxes by the 

doors that the milk would be placed in. This would mean on the truck there would be 

large blocks of ice. Bill would use an ice pick and chop off enough to put in the “milk 

box” to keep everything cool. In the summer he would be sure to have extra ice and 

would chip off some clear ice for the kids to suck on. My dog, “Alice” and I would always 

be waiting at the side of Bill’s truck in the summer for a handout.  

 

In 1958 I had a wooden set of milk bottles and in honor of Bill-the-Milkman I walked 

through neighbors’ unlocked backdoors and left a wooden bottle in their Amana or 

Kelvinator. I’d come back and pick it up a couple of days later. This only lasted one time 

because of the phone calls my parents got.  

 

In 1990 I remembered Dan and Bill when I was a cop in affluent Chevy Chase, 

Maryland, where every third house had an alarm system, that would be tripped by a 

maid or visiting relative several times a year. Also many residents had pedigree dogs. 

 

Making friends with dogs was important. I always had a pocket full of dog biscuits and 

kept a large box for other officers at the station.  

 

One summer Friday night a County Police officer was assisting me while I worked a 

serious auto accident where I car ended up inside the famous Chevy Chase Circle 

against a tree and the base of the fountain.  

A number of residents, some walking their dogs would walk by the accident scene and 

say hi to me by name. The County officer commented, “Wow you sure know a lot of 

people around here.” 

 

I had to smile and say that I didn’t know that many people, but I knew all of their dogs.  
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A serious crash I was investigating did not keep rich people from walking their dogs across Chevy Chase 

Circle, the crash scene, and. saying hi.  I knew most of the dogs by name, but not the people. 

 

Chester was a good example. Chester was a deaf 13-year-old black & white Springer 

Spaniel. He would occasionally go on adventures. One day I saw him walking in 

between traffic at the Chevy Chase Giant Supermarket parking lot at Wisconsin Ave 

and Western Avenue. He saw the police car and bolted for it as I held my breath praying 

there would be no one backing out of a space. I opened the backdoor, Chester jumped 

in, got his biscuit and a ride home. 

 

So a walk in the park and Sadie’s dash into the mail truck brought back memories why it 

is a good idea to be friends with man’s best friend.  

                        

A Post Note:  My oldest sister wanted to name our Springer Spaniel in Webster Groves 

back in the 1950’s “Alice” after “Alice B.Toklas.”  However two doors away lived a very 

nice lady, Alice Allen.  My parents required my sister to get permission from Mrs. Allen 

to name the dog “Alice” and if she would be okay to hear us at night calling “ALLLLICE” 

for the dog to come in from the backyard.  

 

 

A FAN LETTER: Well it was an E-Mail and we are happy we can amuse another 

reader.  Here it is: 

  

From: Michael Trust [mailto:mikertrust@gmail.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 9:56 PM 

To: johnhoffmann@charter.net 

Subject: You're pathetic 
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Dear Mr. Hoffmann: 
 
I have read your blog for several years. I read it for amusement because 
whether you know it or not, literally every official in every city you report on 
thinks you are a complete idiot. Even the politicians and police officers who 
cater to you and sometimes kiss your ass, and you know who they are, call 
you a complete kook behind your back. Quite frankly, based on your 
articles, grammar, punctuation and sentence structure, you’re just not very 
bright. So for the most part your musings are comical and nothing more. 
You are a sideshow. A clown. And everyone gets the joke but you.  
 
However, your recent post on the man who got robbed or carjacked after 
returning home to his house crossed the line. In your article, you mentioned 
the victim’s name and the victim’s address.  You posted a picture of Mr. 
Cantalin and his house. You told readers where he worked and that he was 
a lawyer. Not just a lawyer, but a “PI” lawyer and you provided the name of 
his law firm. My guess is that by writing about where he worked and the 
type of lawyer he is, you are trying to make some point. I have no idea what 
that point is but there must be some reason in your twisted mind to disclose 
this information. Maybe embarrass him because he’s a rich west county 
resident, kind of like you and your trust fund wife. 
 
Mr. Hoffmann, use your brain. This is one of our neighbors. One of your 
neighbors. Who got robbed at gun point in your community. And these 
thugs have been apprehended. They will be charged and go to court. They 
are bad people who are probably in gangs or are affiliated with very bad 
people.  
 
And you, an alleged ex police officer – instead of protecting and respecting 
a victim of crime pretty much lays out every bit of information these thugs 
need to know to eliminate the one witness, the victim of this horrible act of 
violence.  What is wrong with you?  
 
Please enlighten me why Mr. Cantalin’s employment is relevant to your 
story?  Why is it relevant that he is a PI lawyer?  Why is it relevant or 
responsible to give Mr. Cantalin’s exact home address and post a picture of 
his house?  Why do you feel it necessary to print his picture? This does 
nothing to add to your article, but puts the victim at risk.    
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This family has been victimized once.  By a thug or thugs.  They have been 
victimized twice.  By an irresponsible and unwarranted article by you that 
will cause an innocent family to live in fear that one of these nut job thugs 
might come after them.  Afterall, thanks to you and your hard-hitting 
reporting, they now have every damn detail they need to either harm them 
or get one of their thug friends to eliminate them.  
 
The third time they will be victimized could be a murder to silence a witness 
based on your absolute irresponsible writing.  Mr. Hoffmann, if these young 
thugs were brazen enough to follow a resident back to an affluent 
neighborhood and rob one of our neighbors at gunpoint, do you think they 
would have any problem taking your irresponsible and unwarranted article 
and using this for insidious purposes. God forbid that happens.  But if it 
does, I hope the family of this man (and Brown & Crouppen who have sued 
a few million people) sues your ignorant ass for every penny you and your 
trust fund wife have. And when you have to sell your house in Town & 
Country to pay the judgement, I hope they put a beautiful picture of your 
house in the ad just like you did to Mr. Cantalin.  
 
Please don’t waste your time trying to tell me that all the information in your 
article was available by public request. Bullshit. Just because you can get 
certain information by way of a public records request doesn’t mean that 
you should circulate it to however many people read your shitty newsletter. 
It’s irresponsible.   
 
I know you thrive on controversy and shaming people. That’s your gig. 
You’re nothing but a bully who hides behind a computer. That’s why you 
drag your fat ass out of bed every morning. And sometimes on very few 
occasions, I’ll admit, it can be entertaining reading. But, here’s a suggestion 
- Before you finally die, try doing something good, enlightening or uplifting 
in your obviously miserable and unfulfilled life. Try profiling one of the 
amazing student athletes in Town & Country. Try profiling an amazing 
person like Parkway’s superintendent. Try profiling some of the wonderful 
and generous residents we have in Town & Country who give back to their 
community and charities. But as long as you can stir shit up.  As long as 
you can disparage someone’s character. As long as you can try to 
embarrass someone who truly loves and works hard for their community, 
why would you change?     
 



34 

 

You’ve crossed the line many times in your silly little newsletter. Obvious 
one-sided reporting. Obvious errors. Libel. And so on. And people brush it 
off because first, whether you realize it or not, you are a complete joke to 
everyone and you have zero credibility so it’s no big deal.  Second, you 
write about shit that most people don’t really care about. It’s like…Thanks 
John for your amusing opinions…but no one (besides a few senile gray-
haired neighbors of yours) really gives a shit. However, your article about 
one of our innocent neighbors, a victim of a horrible crime, by ruthless 
thugs…not only crossed the line, it blew past it. 
 

I have just a few comments or questions concerning Mr. Trust’s fan letter. 

 

1)  Perhaps the writer could direct my wife and I to her “large trust fund.”  She grew up 

on a dairy farm in central Missouri.  Her mother was an elementary school teacher for a 

rural district.  She died when my wife was in grade school.  Her father continued 

operating the farm until he entered a nursing home.  He owned three tractors, including 

a 1950 Ford tractor.  His 1978 Ford sedan was missing a fender. On his death the farm 

was split up among six sisters.  My wife sold her share of the farm and pasture land to a 

nephew for $5,000.  If that is the “Trust Fund” the writer is referring to; it is long gone.  If 

he knows of another Trust Fund we are unaware of maybe he could pass it along. 

 

2) The thugs who carjacked Mr. Cantalin were 15 years old.  

 

3)  The fact that I used the address where the carjacking and photo of the crime scene 

is not likely to bring the 15-year-old thugs back to silence the victim.  They were 

charged as “juveniles” in St. Louis when they were caught in the stolen car.  They have 

not been charged in St. Louis County.  Secondly my “pathetic” reporting would not be 

the reason for the suspects to find the victim’s home.  The suspects committed the 

crime in the front driveway of the victim’s home near the front door. In other words, 

THEY ALREADY KNOW WHERE HE LIVES AND HOW TO GET THERE! 

 

The crime scene photo was for neighbors so they would know exactly where a felony 

was committed in their neighborhood. 

 

4)  The fact that I have had 150 news and feature magazine articles published, over 

1,000 sports articles and columns published or posted in newspapers, magazines and 

on websites, plus another 150 columns for AOL posted, would prove that I do well 

having editors.  I self edit this website and do not excel at the job. 
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5)  You wrote that I am an “alleged” ex-police officer.  Actually to be fair I am an alleged 

“ex-police officer, ex-police detective, ex-police sergeant, ex-police captain and ex-

interim police chief.”  

 

6)  I left Mr. Trust’s email address up at the top of his email in the event any readers 

want to agree with him and write him a note, like my “senile gray haired neighbors.” 

 

 

MUSIC:  Kermit has help with Rainbow Connection!  The last time we saw Kermit 

the Frog was at the One-19-North performing with Dean Christopher. It was two months 

ago when they sang “A Froggy Day in London Town.”  Last Monday on January 28 

Kermit had more help as he joined the Rat Pack as Dean, Sammy and Frank along with 

Kermit took turns singing “Rainbow Connection.”  

 
 

I mentioned to Dean that it was a good idea to have a character like Kermit for the 

Millennials, who don’t know who Sammy Davis, Jr, Dean Martin or Frank Sinatra were.  

Dean looked around the full restaurant and announced that other than three servers 

there were not in Millennials in the place.   

 

Then it was Anita Rosamond who was at the One-19-North attending a friend’s 

birthday party. Dean had Anita come up and do a number and quite a number it was.  

Jim Manley was walking away with his trumpet causing Anita to ask where he thought 

he was going. He came back giving Anita a piano/ key bass, drummer and trumpet guy.  
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After the 2009 recession Anita has had to perform more as a single or duo act than with 

her band, so she took full advantage of having more musicians behind her as she sang 

St. Louis Blues, belting out the classic as Jim Manley played deafening bridges.. 

 

    
 

 

CARTOONS: 
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