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NOTE: John is hospitalized and will be undergoing open heart surgery this week. Please keep him in 
your thoughts and prayers. While he’s out of commission, the newsletters will be shorter than normal, 
but we will still provide some material, starting with this shortened version. John also planned ahead, 
creating the first Drunks and Thieves editions of 2019. The first one posted on the website March 2. 
The second is coming next week.

FATAL ACCIDENT IN TOWN AND COUNTRY; SAME BUILDING HIT FOUR MONTHS AGO

James A. Lauth, 51, of
Town and Country was
killed Friday, February
22 at 10:21 p.m. when
his 2015 Porsche 911
wrecked on Clayton
Road, the Missouri
State Highway Patrol
reports.

Lauth, 51, was driving
his Porsche at a high rate of speed on westbound Clayton Road,
just west of Trafalgar Drive and Bopp Road, when his vehicle exited
the roadway, sheered off a speed limit sign, hit a utility pole, then
began to rotate and skid out of control. Lauth’s vehicle then struck a
PODS storage container, and finally hit the building at 11777
Clayton Road. The Porsche burst into flames and Lauth was

pronounced dead at the scene by West County EMS and 
Fire District personnel.

UPPER RIGHT: The utility pole in the upper portion of the 
photo and the rut in the
lower portion shows part
of the distance traveled by
Lauth’s car after it left the
roadway.

LEFT: The speed limit
sign still on the ground
and a new utility pole to
the right.
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This is the same building that was struck in the bay window by a Dodge Charger driven by Russell K. 
McMillan (right on previous page) on November 1, 2018, as we reported in Ex-Alderman Newsletter 
355 and Chesterfield Unapproved 300. McMillan said he was distracted. The police at the scene said 
he was drunk. He failed the field breath test at the scene and failed the official breath test at the 
police station. 

The building, known as the Phelim O’Toole Real Estate building, is a Town and Country landmark. 
The company is named after St. Louis Firefighter Phelim O’Toole, who in 1877 climbed ladders and 
then bed sheets tied to a window to rescue 11 people from the burning Southern Hotel in downtown 
St. Louis. O’Toole would die three years later when a fire extinguisher exploded in his hands while he 
fought a small basement fire. 

His great grandson the late Thomas O’Toole owned Phelim O’Toole Real Estate Company located at 
11777 Clayton Road in a small unique 2-story house. Thomas O’Toole was a member of the CBC 
High School Hall of Fame. He enlisted in the Marines during WWII and was wounded fighting in the 
South Pacific. He went to St. Louis University and lettered in Football. He went to work for his father 
who owned Phelim O’Toole Real Estate while he coached high school sports. 

                 
                      November 2018                                                                 February 2019
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HOLLYWOOD MASHUP: DECADES OF DANCING IN THE MOVIES

Regular readers know that John will occasionally share a link to a video on YouTube. Usually, it’s 
something from another era, or a couple eras back. Here’s something a little different. The music is 
from 40 years ago; the disco era no less. But the video spans generations. From old black and white 
movies to near the present.

THE MUSIC: In 1979, French performer Patrick Hernandez (right)
had his one and only hit, “Born to be Alive”. Hernandez is the song
writer and vocalist, and the hit reached number one on the U.S.
disco chart, achieving gold status. It was also a worldwide sensation
that peaked at number one is over a dozen different countries.
Hernandez was a one hit wonder who was never able to come close
to the success of “Born to be Alive” in his subsequent recordings and
eventually dropped out of the music business, except for occasional
television appearances.

THE VIDEO: You can find dozens, maybe even hundreds of “dance mashup” videos on YouTube. In 
this one, however, besides using the infectious “Born to be Alive” as its soundtrack, the video is 
actually synchronized to the music. Others seem to have random dance clips from movies with music 
in the background. Whoever did the video editing for this took a lot of time and talent to make 
something interesting and entertaining. And it spans decades of movie dance scenes. Back to the old 
black and white films that John often likes to mention, to newer movies and the stars in them. 

Here’s the link. Enjoy!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2ta5P_RlB8
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