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UPDATE ON JOHN’S CONDITION
John continues to convalesce at Mercy Cardiac
Rehab. After open heart surgery, it’s a process
regaining strength. He is back up and walking
with a physical therapist. In a heart valve
replacement procedure (which John had) or
most bypass procedures, the surgeon saws
through the sternum (a.k.a. breastbone) and
that is put back together with wires and must
heal like a broken bone. John thanks everyone
for your thoughts and prayers and he’s look forward to getting back to the keyboard.

KING DALTON TRYING TO STACK THE BOARD WITH LOYAL SUBJECTS

In the Town and Country Ward 2 Alderman race,
Mayor John “the King” Dalton (left) is working to get
a loyal subject, Laura Baer (right), elected versus
the independent thinker and incumbent Tiffany
Frautschi (below right). In true Daltonian style, the
mudslinging and untruths began almost as soon as
the Baer campaign kicked off.

Dalton is desperate to get an alderman who will
vote for his plans and outrageous spending without

question. The city coffers are so low that many projects to make Town and
Country better such as road work and water drainage will need to be cut or
pushed back months or years. The $9,000,000 plus Town Square Project is
still not done. Remember it started out as $5,210,401. We can’t find out
when it will be done even though the developer Brinkman is suppose to

send updates to the city at least every two weeks.

Former Director of Public Services Craig Wilde
(left) told John that he left of his own volition. Laura
Baer and her neighbor, who by the way used to cut
the Mayor’s grass, want you to believe that current Ward Two Aldermen 
Tiffany Frautschi and Lindsey Butler bullied him out of his job. How is it 
bullying for an elected official to ask for information on Town and Country 
projects and then when the requests are not honored, they make a 
Sunshine Request? Did you know Craig Wilde did not keep his engineers 
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license up to date for 7 to 8 years? Of course when Frautschi and Butler brought this up to the city 
administration, he immediately became current.

So why is the Mayor afraid of an audit of Public Works? He has been trying his best to block and 
delay an audit. Corporations do audits to be ensure best practices are followed and as a way to look 
at departments to see if there are better ways of doing business. Public Works has never been 
audited while King Dalton has been our Mayor. Could it be because Alderman Frautschi called for this
audit?

And what about the Mason Road sidewalk debacle? There was a perfectly good concrete sidewalk 
and many large trees for shade. Town and Country is a tree city.  Aren’t there lots of trees on our 
logo? They cut down a cedar that was probably at least one hundred years old.  Lynn Wright, 
Alderman from Ward One, decided with her Parks and Trails Commission that this sidewalk was just 
not up to Town and Country standards. It had to be wider, prettier and UNSAFE! Oh there is a lot of 
finger pointing going around on this one. There is something like 600 emails!

So the Parks and Trails Commission wanted the trail to go around the most dangerous dog leg curve 
in Town and Country.  The wrought iron fences for Lochinvar and Buckland Hall are wrecked more 
often than they are fixed. See photos below.
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The Parks and Trails Commission of which Adam Baer, husband of Laura Baer is a member, this 
Commission didn’t want to listen to St. Louis County about their safety concerns. The Parks and 
Trails bunch wanted beauty over safety.  The County was concerned that if a wall or barrier was put 
around the curve anyone going out of control would hit the barrier then go into oncoming traffic.  The 
County was concerned that even more people would be injured. After thousands of dollars in 
engineering that was not to the Parks and Trails Commission satisfaction it was decided to start the 
project without a permit from St. Louis County. Of course, St. Louis County put a stop to the project.  
Where was our Mayor Dalton during this debacle?  Where was his leadership as Mayor? Laura Baer 
doesn’t get the safety issue either and just wants this trail built according to her campaign post card.

Now we hear that Ward Three Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith is going door to door in Ward Two 
telling people Alderman Frautschi got the Chief of Police, Gary Hoelzer fired. Mr. Hoelzer had 34 
years with Town and Country. He retired (was NOT fired) with full benefits plus he has a new job with 
a generous salary. Meyland-Smith, with his Illinois plates on his personal vehicles to avoid personal 
property tax, isn’t the most principled person and anything he says (and being the board’s resident 
windbag, he says plenty) should taken with a grain – no, a shaker – of salt. 

Upon his RETIREMENT, Chief Hoelzer issued this statement. Notice in it, he says he is retiring. 
Why would Fred Meyland-Smith go around blatantly stating falsehoods? Could he be just another 
loyal subject doing King Dalton’s bidding?

A message from Chief Gary Hoelzer: 

“It is with very mixed emotions that I am announcing my retirement with the City of Town and Country.
39 years ago I began the process with the St. Louis County Police Department and served there from
1980 to 1984; and next week I will celebrate my 34th year with the City of Town and Country. It has 
been an amazing experience and I could not have orchestrated a better and more fulfilling career. 
Policing is truly a calling, and that vocation has allowed me to work on a daily basis with some of the 
finest individuals I have ever met. I am continually confronted by the unsung heroism that I observe 
on a regular basis, which is why I often say that I work with common, ordinary heroes. 

And the work, the pursuit of justice, and the display of exemplary service and protection will continue 
long after I am gone. 

I would like to say a special thank you to all of those that I have worked with over the years, 
beginning at St. Louis County and these many years at Town and Country. I am a better person 
because of the people who have surrounded me. In addition to supporting my family for 3 ½ decades,
Town and Country afforded me many opportunities – funding my graduate education, allowing me to 
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attend the FBI National Academy, meeting Presidents, and serving alongside officials who truly care 
about their community. Town and Country has also allowed me to develop to the point where I am 
now able to move on to the next season of my career in the private security field. 

And finally, I owe a debt of gratitude to my wife of 38 years who has supported me in every step and 
sacrificed along the way…allowing me to do what I do.” 

Does Town and Country want to be a city where deceit and mudslinging reign? Or, a well run city that 
is a place where budgets mean something and continue to be a great place to live, work and play?
John is supporting Tiffany Frautschi for Ward Two Alderman and asks that you vote for her too.
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