
1 
 

EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 136 and Chesterfield 81 

 
By John Hofmann 

 

July 20, 2014 

 

A NEW BILL REPLACES THE ONE ABOUT DOING A CARBON FOOTPRINT 

STUDY THAT WAS CONTINUED INDEFINITELY...MORE CITIZENS APPEAR TO 

COMPLAIN ABOUT CITY JOINING AND USING ICLEI: We reported in our June 30th 

newsletter how two residents along with alderwomen Amy Anderson and Linda Rallo 

asked enough questions to get a bill set for a second reading and vote to spend $4,200 

to enter an agreement with the U.S. Green Building Council and join ICLEI (International 

Council for Local Environmental Initiatives) continued indefinitely.  

 

We reported in our last newsletter that the Green Team Commission at their July 

meeting pushed to have the measure back in front of the Board of Aldermen.  

Commission Chair Ald. Jon Benigas said the Green Team Commission should be 

disbanded if this bill for a carbon footprint study was not passed. The greenest of all 

greenies on the Green Team, Dirk Maas said he didn't care if the residents of Town and 

Country did not want the survey, the Green Team did and that was all that mattered.  

     
John Benigas at July 14th BOA agenda meeting. Mayor Dalton with a pain looked on his face. 

 

Now in a bit of political trickery the old bill was not brought back on the agenda at the 

Monday July 14 Board of Aldermen meeting, but a new bill replaced it on the agenda.  

The big changes was that in the old bill it was stated that after the initial Carbon Gas 

Footprint survey, the city would be committed to proceed to the second phase with the 
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U.S. Green Building Commission. In the new bill the word "committed" has been 

changed to "pursue."   

 

While I thought the survey was silly and adding $4,200 to a million dollar-plus deficit 

was dumb, others see this move in a more sinister political light. My take is that Town 

and Country is a community of houses on one-acre lots with lots of trees. There are no 

industrial areas.  There are a few modern office buildings along I-64, a hospital complex 

and a university.  Not much of a carbon footprint.  The 430,000 cars that pass through 

town each day on major highways has to be the biggest carbon footprint around. 

 

Missouri Baptist Medical Center and Maryville University have their own energy 

managers and don't need any help in lowering utility bills from Town and Country. The 

newest retail center (Town and Country Crossing) has energy efficient features and 

doesn't need the city to tell it what to do.  

 

However, besides spending the money, more and more residents are uncomfortable 

working with ICLEI.  Not  only do residents not want to have anything to do with ICLEI, 

the Missouri Senator and State Rep for Town and Country are against the City joining 

ICLEI.  In 2013 the Missouri Senate and House passed legislation barring political 

subdivisions from joining ICLEI.  The legislation was vetoed by Governor Jay Nixon and 

was two votes shy of being overridden.  

 

On July 14 before the aldermanic meeting Senator John Lamping sent a letter to each 

member of the Board of Aldermen urging them not to join ICLEI.  

 

Lamping wrote that ICLEI programs may "deliberately or inadvertently infringe or restrict 

private property rights without due process, as may be required by policy 

recommendations originating in, or traceable to Agenda 21, adopted by the United 

Nations in 1992 at its Conference on Environment and Development..." 

 

Lamping closed the letter by writing, "It is important to look into the motives behind such 

organizations as ICLEI and the potential impact entering into an agreement with them 

would have on the private property rights of our citizens." 

 Sen. John Lamping  
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In the agenda meeting before the regular BOA meeting, the tax and spend Democrat 

who calls himself a Republican, Skip Mange announced he would vote for the bill and 

vote for doing the second phase of the study.  

 Skip Mange 

 

Rick Dawson a longtime Town and Country resident dating back to  his childhood in 

1948 had spoken at the agenda meeting and was one of the first to speak on the 

subject at the regular BOA meeting. He pointed out how the Legislature in 2013 had 

voted to keep municipalities from joining ICLEI and how Senator Lamping and Rep. 

John Diehl were against Town and Country joining ICLEI.  

 

"We (residents) will find someone to do this for you other than someone connected to 

ICLEI," said Dawson.  

 

Dawson also said he was ready to begin a petition drive urging the alderpersons not to 

pass the bill. After the meeting I spoke with Dawson and left with the impression I 

should not be surprised if yard signs start appearing.   

 

Tiffany Frautschi, who owns a home on large multi-acre piece of property,  was at the 

last BOA meeting. She began and immediately got into a argument with Mayor Dalton. 

Fratschi correctly stated how John May of Green Building Council stated that all the 

other Carbon Footprint studies for local cities had been financed by the Green Building 

Council and  Town and Country is the first city that wanted to pay for a portion of the 

survey.  
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Tiffany Frautschi addressed the BOA while Rick Dawson looks on. 

 

Dalton immediately stopped her and said that wasn't true.  Frautschi held her ground 

and admitted that she was not there but several people who were there assured her that 

is what May said.  They went back and forth and finally Dalton muttered, "Well that's his 

opinion."  (I was there and that was exactly what May said.) 

 

"There is no way we should be a member of that organization (ICLEI)," she continued.                

 

This caused Dalton to interrupt her again and ask, "Is your objection to source of 

funding or doing the study in general/" 

 

"If there is really a need to get our carbon footprint we should find a way to get it without 

ICLEI," replied Frautschi. 

 

Lindsey Butler spoke next.  Butler was at the last BOA meeting and Green Team 

Commission meeting.  

 

"The responsibility to look after a little piece of earth come from a source greater than 

city government, state government, Federal Government or ICLEI," she said.  

 

"We are entering into an agreement that is not right for Town and Country," said Butler.  

 Lindsey Butler     Dr. Gordon White 
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Dr. Gordon White, another Ward 2 resident spoke and followed the theme of the other 

speakers. 

 

"I'm very much against the whole proposal," said Dr. White. 

 Linda Rallo (center) listens and 

Gussie Crawford (left) intently as the mayor appears to be doing something else   

 

At one point Public Works Director Craig Wilde was asked by an alderperson how much 

the cost of such a survey would be if not done by the U.S. Green Building Council with 

ICLEI software.  

 

Wilde then replied that the raw information from Ameren UE, Laclede Gas and Missouri 

Water is free.  The problem is analyzing the data.  He stated that cost for a private 

company to do the research would be around $22,000 or $23,000. 

 

The interesting thing about this issue is that it has turn from a spending issue to a 

political issue.  Since Town and Country is one of the most Republican areas in the 

region populated by people described by Bill McClellan as "very conservative 

Republicans."    

 

It seems to stupid for elected officials to risk the ire or residents just for a survey that will 

result in information we already know...the biggest carbon footprint comes from cars on 

I-270 and I-64 and compared to other cities of 11,000 residents that Town and Country 

has a low carbon footprint.  

 

The bill was first read and will be up for a vote at the July 28 BOA meeting.  

 

THE NEW PERSON FOR THE PEOPLE IS NOT SHOWING UP:  When Amy Anderson 

ran for alderwoman she said she would be the voice of the people.  She did a good job 

stopping the original Carbon Footprint Survey spending bill at the last BOA meeting in 

June.   However Amy and her husband own a summer house on an island in Michigan. 
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She was not at the July 14 meeting and we were told she is not planning to be at the 

July 28th meeting. She is 675 miles and almost 13 hours away from T&C by car.   

 
Since Anderson was sworn-in there have been six meetings.  She has missed two of 

them. It appears after 10 meetings she could miss five. That is not exactly being the 

voice of the people.  

 

Southwest Airlines has two midday flights from Detroit to St. Louis with round fares 

ranging from $205 to $298 that would get her into St. Louis in plenty of time for a BOA 

meeting.  Anderson gets $500 a month in pay.  Certainly she can drive to Detroit and fly 

home to be the promised voice of the people.    

    

In my two years on the BOA, I missed two meetings, one each year while I was on 

vacation. For each missed meeting I delivered a check to Town and Country finance 

director Betty Cotner reimbursing the city 50% of my monthly pay.  I would hope that 

Anderson would either show up for the meetings as she promised or at least pay the 

city back for the ones she misses. 

 

GOING FOR "EASY" INSTEAD OF FOR THE STORY:  Sterling Levy, a stringer for the 

Post-Dispatch often appears at Town and Country BOA meetings. He gets $50 a story, 

which are normally 250 words, but can be longer.  Sterling does not knock himself out 

and in the past was known to linger after agenda meetings to take free food or soft 

drinks left by the elected officials.  

 

It was clear after the last T&C BOA meeting the citizen opposition to the Carbon 

Footprint Survey and joining ICELI was the story. Sterling went for "easy" over 

"newsworthy" and decided to write on the resolution to give a commission to sculptor 

Harry Webber for the Horse and Dog sculptor if the Arts Commission can raise 

$139,000 in private funds.       

 

I chided him on this in the lobby and he responded by saying, "Do you want to write it 

for me?" 

 

I replied, "No, I'm writing it for my readers who unlike the Post-Dispatch readers will be 

informed of the big story at this meeting."     
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WHAT ABOUT HISTORY?  BILL BEFORE ALDERMEN TO CHANGE STREET 

NAME:  Bill Number 14-40 was first read on July 14. The bill calls for renaming the one 

block long street known as Savvis Parkway that goes to the office building that was 

formerly world headquarters to the Savvis, Corporation. The Savvis Communication 

Corporation was sold to Century Link, which is headquartered in Monroe, Louisiana. 

The new name for the street would be Technology Parkway. Apparently the history of 

Savvis will be gone forever. 

 

My recommendation would be to keep the name or rename the street "$250,000 Lap 

Dance Blvd." or maybe just "Lap Dance Parkway." Let's face it when in 2005 American 

Express sued Savvis CEO Robert McCormick for failing to pay his $241,000 AMEX bill 

for a night at the New York City strip club Scores for drinks and lap dances for 

McCormick and three other men in 2003...it put Savvis on the map.  

 

Here are some of the headlines from around the world: 

 

CEO sued over $241,000 bill from topless club  USA Today 

$LAP DANCE! AMEX SUES CEO FOR 

241G HE'S ACCUSED OF BLOWING ON 

WILD NIGHT AT STRIP MECCA...NY Daily News 

US telco boss in $241,000 strip club bill 

shocker 

I was robbed, claims Savvis supremo  ...The Register London England 

 

 Buy a Lap Dance at a Strip Club, Cut Your 

Taxes: Susan Antilla ...Bloomberg/Businessweek.com 
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Suit over exec’s $241k topless club tab settled 
Ex-Savvis CEO had contended that bill should have been 

$19,000 or less ...NBCNews.com 

 Robert McCormick 

Terms of the settlement involving Robert McCormick's tab at the club Scores weren't released. 

It is hard to forget about Savvis but there is also former Senior Vice-president of sales 

George Putney who left a dark imprint on Town and Country. Early one January 2012 

evening Putney was driving home drunk along Clayton Road, crossed the centerline 

and killed a 70-year-old Ballwin woman. Putney was at Savvis during the lap dance era, 

Putney fled the scene but his car was so badly damaged that he had to abandon it and 

flee on foot.  Four days later he turned himself in at the Town and Country police.  

Investigators were able to back track Putney's whereabouts before the accident and find 

witnesses that could testify that he was drunk.  
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It has been 2 1/2 years since the incident and Putney being charged with Felony 

Leaving the Scene of an Injury Accident and Manslaughter Vehicle Intoxication.  Trial is 

set for September 29, 2014.       

 

 

FALL FESTIVAL AND IMPRESSIONS OF TOWN AND COUNTRY TO BE MOVED TO 

NEW DATES BECAUSE OF FIREWORKS:   The annual Fall Festival and Plein Air 

Painting Competition had been scheduled for Saturday October 4, with the kids oriented 

Fall Festival at Longview Park from 9am to 12 noon and the painting competition from 

9am to 4pm with judging at the Longview Farmhouse at 4:30 followed by a reception 

and awards at 5pm.  

 

That has all be called off.  For NOW! 

 

The Fire and Ice event was rained out in June, cancelling the music, food booths and 

fireworks. Tentatively this has been rescheduled to be part of Fall Festival.  

 

According to Parks Commission Chair Alderwoman Lynn Wight instead of having the 

9am-to-noon kids activities everything would be moved to the late afternoon and 

evening.  It would also be moved out of Longview Park to Clayton Road east of Mason 

Road.  The first problem is they cannot have it on October the 4th if they want to use 

Principia's parking lots with 500 spaces. Principia has the family weekend and a football 

game planned.     

 

On October 11 Principia has a football game at 1pm.  Wright said they are working with 

Principia and will pick a date soon.      

 

Wright then began visualizing how the Plien Air painters could display their paintings 

inside the fire station, with the fire trucks and ambulance pulled outside on the driveway.   

 

Here are the problems with this plan: 

 

1)  Do you really want to hold a primarily kid event like the Fall Festival along a busy 

street and next to a shopping center with lots of Saturday traffic? Longview Park is a 

safe venue for children. Also the city just added more parking to Longview for events 

like the Fall Festival.  Sunset on October 11 is at 6:27.   This mean you would have to 

start the kid's stuff at 2pm to have it over in time for the Plein Air "Paint Out" awards at 

5pm and fireworks at 6:40.  
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2)  Good marketing plans say you want to create a "custom and a tradition" of an event.  

That has been created over the years with the 9am to noon Fall Festival.  Now Wright 

and the Parks Department wants to change that.  

 

3)  Equine Assisted Therapy which has four horses at Longview Park that provide 

therapy to disabled children six months a year. They use the Fall Festival to raise 

money by giving horseback rides to kids.  Move the event to Clayton Road and Mason 

Road and you hurt the people at Equine Assisted Therapy. 

 

 

 

4)  The Parks Department has been promoting the use of the Longview Farm House for 

art shows and displays.  Now they want to move the city's most well known art event in 

the metro region to a different location.  

 

5)  You don't want to put a bunch of people into an area where emergency equipment 

will be responding to calls.  A Saturday afternoon is a great time for accidents on the 

highways, sick cases at nursing homes and other calls.  If it is raining the fire district will 

want their equipment in the fire station bays, where Wright would be holding her art 

show.  If it is a cold afternoon they would want the ambulance inside. Fire station engine 

bays in metropolitan areas, even out in Snoburbia, are not places to hold art shows.  

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/tcparklongview/5349142333/in/set-72157625683281369
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tcparklongview/5349142333/in/set-72157625683281369
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tcparklongview/5349142333/in/set-72157625683281369
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tcparklongview/5349856018/in/set-72157625683281369
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tcparklongview/5349856018/in/set-72157625683281369
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Also if there are 40 artists participating in the Paint Out competition, they will all be 

trying to unload their vehicles at about the same time at a fire station. 

 

Since there is no parking in the area and parking is on lots with shuttle school buses, 

this will decrease the attendance for the artist reception if held at the firehouse since the 

crowd is normally older folks.     

 

     
 

6)  The Arts Commission has wanted to keep the art work at the Longview House for 

several weeks and have an evening reception and cocktail party to raise money for art 

events and to help artists sell their works.  Holding it at the fire station would put a stop 

to that before it got launched.  

 

7)  If it is a rainy day, the Longview Park and horse barn plus the Longview House offer 

places for the kid's events to be held. Plein Air painters normally paint regardless of the 

weather and will find cover and paint.  The Longview House still makes for a nice warm 

place for the judging, awards and a reception.  

 

ON THE BRIGHT SIDE: If they held the painting competition reception at the fire station 

it might discourage Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton from giving his same old 10-

minute speech..."Events like this are the best part of being mayor...blah, blah, blah..." 

and only talk for five minutes. 

 

OUR SUGGESTION:  I'd have the Fall Festival on October 4 as scheduled along the 

with painting event, Impressions of Town and Country.  Have the fireworks show a week 
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or two later.  Having all the events at the same time puts a huge burden on the staff and 

police. Spread it out of two weeks.  

 

If that is not acceptable have both events on the same day, but continue with the Fall 

Festival for kids at 9am in the safety of Longview Park with the painting exhibit and 

reception in the afternoon at Longview where there is plenty of parking. Move up the 

reception from 5pm to 4:30.  Have the Fire and Ice stuff at Clayton and Mason Road 

from 5pm to 7pm.      

   

Better yet see if the fireworks people will hold a cash credit for the fireworks in 2015, 

scrap the pyrotechnics for 2014 and already have the fireworks paid for the 2015 show.  

 

GREEN TEAM COMMISSION WANTS TO PIT WARD VERSUS WARD:  

Once again a city commission shows that perhaps they have too much time on their 

hands.  

 

 Dirk Maas somewhat dejected back in the days of unsuccessfully trying to get 

chicken coops in town, was much more energetic about battling wards for greenie awards. 

 

Dirk Maas, the greenest of the greenies on the Green Team Commission laid out the 

plans.   For four months citizens would attend education events about going green and 

saving energy.  This would include lectures, seminars and displays. Participants would 

earn points for their aldermanic ward.  Then they would use what the learned and try to 

reduce their utility bills for four months compared with the same period the year before.  

People saving money would earn additional points.  

 

An interested resident from Ward 2 who had been speaking out against the city 

spending $4,200 on a Carbon gas Survey of the city was jazzed for the contest. She 

was sure her ward (Ward 2) would be all for this. Something I seriously doubted. 

 

Maas continued how the winning ward would get a sign put up at the edge of the ward 

announcing that ward being the winner of the Green Challenge.  

 

He then added that the winning ward could have a picnic with the mayor  at Longview.  

This caused another member, who has apparently heard the mayor go on and on at 
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neighborhood meetings,  to ask what the second place prize would be, two picnics with 

the mayor.    

 

I have to say that most people I know would not be the least bit interested in this high 

level competition. Frankly most people in Snoburbia are busy with the kids, their jobs, or 

functions at the Country Club. don't want to be bothered.  Also I don't think many folks 

would want to share their utility bills info with people representing local government.  

 

A RESIDENT FROM THE CROWD SAVES THE DAY AS PLANNING 

AND ZONING APPROVED NEW PRIVATE CATHOLIC SCHOOL ON A 4-

3 VOTE. A voice from the crowd came up and managed to figure out a solution that 

two traffic engineers, a director of public works and seven Planning and Zoning 

Commissioners could not come up with.  

 

At Tuesday July 8th Planning and Zoning Meeting the matter of the St. Austin School 

wanting to buy the convent property of 6.66 acres (a bad omen if I ever saw one) 

belonging to the Sisters of St. Peter located at 667 South Wood Mill Road (just before 

just south of the South Forty Outer Road) was back on the agenda.  The school for 

grades K-to-8 currently rents space at the Greek Orthodox Church on Des Peres Road. 

They would hope to have up to152 students.  

 
The only way P&Z and the Board of Alderman cannot allow a school or church onto a 

property is if it adversely impacts public safety.  

 

The problem with this property is it already has an excessive amount of traffic in front of 

it.  Rush hour traffic effects the residents of Cedar Springs and Manderliegh 

subdivisions. 

 

In May the school made a weak presentation in addressing traffic issues and the matter 

was continued to the July 8th meeting. The school's presentation by a different traffic 

engineer was much better, including the school paying for a bypass around the traffic 

circle to northbound  Woods Mill Road exit from Highway 141. The driveway to the 
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property would be moved further south that would reduce a backup of vehicle trying to 

turn right into the school but would increase the chances people wanting to turn left out 

of the Cedar Springs subdivision would have the road blocked with backed up traffic.  

 

Just like at the May meeting, one person after another from Manderleigh and Cedar 

Springs spoke about how dangerous the traffic congestion was now and how much 

worse it would be in future if the school got built. Even St. Austin's traffic engineer spoke 

about how traffic was going to get worse, but he said the school wasn't the reason, 

simply volume would be increasing in the next five years whether the school is there are 

not.  

 

School officials again said that 100 cars a day was a high number used to satisfy 

MoDOT officials.  Since their Catholic families tended to be larger often two, three or 

four students arrived at the school in one vehicle, the commission was told. 

 

If there were 100 cars dropping off students a day the school estimated 55 would be 

going north on Woods Mill and 45 would be going south.  

 

While almost all the residents said they had nothing against the school, one resident, 

Kevin Conley of Cedar Springs was the exception and attacked the school.  

 

"I don't get the point for this school," he said accusing the school of not even being 

Catholic.  "WE have great schools. The school does not have approval of the 

archdiocese." 

 

This brought a reminder from Dr. Gary Omell that the school already exists and is 

looking to move.      

 

After all the residents had seem to have spoken, one got up and said he had a 

suggestion.  

 

NO LEFT TURN:  Bradley Seabaugh of 14232 Manderleigh Woods Drive, suggested 

that by prohibiting left turns from northbound Woods Mill into the school it would not 

cause any back up that would affect traffic trying to leave the Manderliegh or Cedar 

Springs subdivisions.   

 

Suddenly you could see a number of light bulbs going over the heads of commission 

members.  People coming from the south going north could take Hwy 141, exit at Salt 

Mine Road and circle around to the Outer Road and onto Woods Mill Road and turn 

right into the school.  
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Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith then had to ask a question, which he also gave the 

incorrect answer to.   Meyland-Smith asked Seabaugh, "So if someone was coming 

north on Henry Road they would turn right on Clayton Road and go to northbound 

Highway 141 then exit at the Outer Road...right"  Seabaugh said, "Sure" and sat down.  

 

Any dummy knows that if you are coming north on Henry Road you would simply go 

straight across Clayton Road onto Schoettler Road which dead ends into the South 

Forty Outer Road.  It is a little longer, but much quicker because there are no stoplights.  

 
This diagram shows a right turn lane that would be added to southbound Woods Mill at the schools' 

entrance.  

 

Dr. Omell praised the simple suggestion by Seabaugh.  

 

"This is a good use for this land. I like the solution this gentleman came up with of No 

Left Turns.  I think this has a chance to do a lot of good," said Omell.  

 
Dr. Gary Omell (center) giving kudos to Bradley Seabaugh 
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THE VOTES:  First Meyland-Smith made a motion to amend the recommendation to 

include No Left Turns into the property 24-hours a day. That failed on a two-for and 5-

against vote.  

 

Omell then made a motion to include No Left Turns from 7:30am to 9am and from 

2:30pmp and 4pm.  That motion failed 2-for and 5-against. 

 

Dr. Omell tried again and made a motion to amend the recommendation to prohibit left 

turns from 7:30am to 9am.  This one passed on a 5-for and 2-against vote, include Fred 

Meyland-Smith voting for it.  

 

Now it is time to vote on the amended proposal to allow St. Austin School to move onto 

the property at 667 South Woods Mill. 

 

GASBAG TIMEOUT... FRED AGAIN IS ABOUT TO VOTE AGAINST FIRST 

AMENDMENT RIGHTS:  Despite voting for the amendment to prohibit left turns only in 

the morning, Meyland-Smith spoke for four minutes saying how the application for St. 

Austin School is "falling victim to being in the wrong place in a snarled situation." 

 

"I refuse to add more to make it more complicated on Woods Mill Road," said Meyland-

Smith.  He just voted to install a No Left Turn in the morning sign for a project he is now 

about to vote against.     

 

Keep in mind Meyland-Smith has come out against a flag pole application in front of the 

Greek Church on the South Outer Road, against a sign on a church on Des Peres Road 

(both protected by the First Amendment) and against a very non-obtrusive sign for a 

nursing home. Fred doesn't have much use for the concept of freedom of speech and 

freedom of religion. He is about to vote against a religious school buying land from a 

Catholic convent.  

 

The measure passed on a 4-for and 3-against vote with Meyland-Smith voting against it.  

 
Fred Meyland-Smith once again riding his high-horse, this time against a religious school. .  
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The school will not be built anytime soon. Danielle Morgenthaler of St. Austin's had told 

the Planning and Commission in May that it might take four years to raise the funds to 

begin construction for the school.  At the meeting she again spoke briefly and worked in 

her catch-phrase for the school of it offering a "West County prep school education at a 

parish school price" before taking great exception to the comments of Kevin Conley 

claiming the school is not "Catholic."    

 

    Danielle Morgenthaler of St. Austin's     

            

 

MISSING IN ACTION:  You can normally count if there are controversial items on the 

Planning and Zoning agenda Mayor Jon Dalton's seat will be empty.  That was the case 

at the July 8th P&Z meeting, that had a room full of voters.  

 

EXTRA PARKING FOR COLLEGE FOOTBALL FIELD EVENTUALLY APPROVED 

BY P&Z.  It was as if the Planning and Zoning Commission was battling against itself in 

approving CBC high School's plan to add 38 parking spaces to their lot at Cadet Park 

and allowing three curb cuts that would lead to parking at a soon to be built football 

field/stadium facility on the campus of Missouri Baptist University located in the City of 

Creve Coeur.  

 

Keep in mind the driveway and the entire parking lot from the North 40 Outer Road to 

the back of the park are owned by CBC, The rear half of Preservation park is actually 

Cadet park and is also owned by CBC,  The tennis courts, sand volleyball court, 

restroom, playground and area to the west is all owned by the City of Town and 

Country.  
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Besides the extra 38 spaces on the CBC parking lot, Missouri Baptist University will 

have 104 parking spaces next to the football field.  MBU is calling the football field a 

"practice field" but admitted it will likely be made into a football stadium and the 

university will eventually stop playing its home games on the CBC field. 
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Due to a creek and terrain issues MBU will use the CBC/Preservation Park driveway 

and parking lot for access to build the football complex.   

 

Commissioner Will McKnight was concerned that MBU students will park at 

Preservation Park to save money and walk down the one path that currently connects 

the proposed football complex to the campus.  

 

Then Fred Meyland-Smith wanted to regulate land use in the City of Creve Coeur and 

made an amendment to the application that MBU has to built a second walkway for 

students and football fans to use to reach the stadium from the campus, to encourage 

people to park on campus and not at Preservation/Cadet Parks. 

 

This caused me to mumble out loud," Great, now Fred wants to regulate land use in 

Creve Coeur."  He apparently overheard me. This caused Meyland-Smith (or as some 

call him "Hyphen") to make another speech saying how it was proper to make such an 

amendment and allowed according to the city attorney.  

 

So McKnight then seconded Meyland-Smith's amendment which would force MBU to do 

something that McKnight said he didn't want...build another walkway making it easier for 

students to park at Cadet/Preservation Park and walk to campus.  

 

INTERESTING USE OF CBC MONEY:  Under a contract agreement CBC is supposed 

to be maintaining the city's tennis courts at Preservation Park. In turn they get to use the 

courts for high school tennis. They are having money problems and have not 

maintained the tennis courts. 

 

However, they did have the funds to hire sleazebag zoning lawyer John King to come to 

the P&Z meeting and sit in the audience for 3-1/2 hours, while the St. Austin school 

issue, the new homes next to I-64 and the CBC/MBU applications were heard. 

 

Regular readers of this newsletter are aware that King represented ex-con drug dealer 

Brian Marchant-Calsyn when he constructed a wrought iron fence around his property 

and then wanted to install a gate on a shared driveway. King sent a "slap letter" to 

neighbors who were complaining about Marchant-Calsyn's land use, telling them they 

would be sued if they exercised their constitutional rights and complained to city hall any 

more about Marchant-Calsyn.   

 

CBC can't keep weeds from growing out of the unrepaired tennis court cracks, but they 

can pay to have this "piece of work" attorney sit on his butt chatting up Alderpersons 

Lynn Wright and Skip Mange.   
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JUNE TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE ACTIVITY:   

 

Officer responded to a total of 1,511 calls for service and wrote a total of 192 reports, 

including: 

 

61 Vehicle Crashes 

41 Criminal Reports  (5 are IRS Fraud Reports) 

23 Driving While Intoxicated arrests (3-felony, 1-misdemeanor, 19-ordinance) 

45 Misc Arrests (Traffic charges, Fugitive charges, Failure to appear charges, etc) 

403 Traffic citations issued (337 speeding) 

 

YEAR TO DATE JANUARY THROUGH JUNE: 

 

Year to Date: 

 

400 Vehicle Crashes 

219 Criminal Reports 

139   DWI arrests 

297  Misc Arrests 

2866 Traffic citations 

2003 Speeding Citations 
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IRONY IN ART...LOOK AND SEE WHO IS WEARING A COLLAR AND WHO ISN'T:  

A new art exhibit has been hung at the Longview Farmhouse in Longview Park.  The 

exhibit is by photographer David Bentley.  It is quite a bit different from the photo exhibit 

at Longview earlier this year by art students at Maryville University.  Here is an example 

of the Maryville University show and Bentley's. 

   
By Maryville students...one person with chains around their waist and another tied up with a 

collar/necklace. 

 

 

 

Four photos by David Bentley...none of the subjects are tied up, no chains or collars.  
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From Maryville...a person identified in writing as a bitch.   Three subjects by David Bentley including at 

least one bitch simply wearing a silver name tag.  

 

  

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 81 

 
July 20, 2014 

 

By  John Hoffmann 

 

REQUEST FOR $250,000 FOR CHINIESE HORSES WITHDRAWN 

Mayor Nation's threat to veto any legislation to buy 

the horses was apparently one of the reasons to 

drop the request:   We received word from Chesterfield that 

the request for the city to buy the two Italian sculptures of 

Chinese horses that are in front of City Hall (that make the place 

look like the World HQ of P.F. Chang's) for $250,000 has been 

withdrawn by Chesterfield Arts which without a sudden donation 

of $250,000 to $300,000 will go out of business on August 31.    
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The horses in 2010 appeared to be a gift to the city after Chesterfield Arts obtained 

them when the Adams Mark Hotel closed in downtown St. Louis.  The horses had been 

in the lobby of the hotel. The city paid to have them installed.   

 

We were told by a reliable source that Chesterfield Arts did not think they had enough 

votes on the City Council to override a veto by Mayor Nation and wasn't sure if they 

even had enough to pass a resolution to buy the horses.  

 
Several councilpersons question the lack of a financial plan by Chesterfield Arts if the 

sale went through and wondered if it was just holding off an eventual bankruptcy in 

2015 or 2016.  

 

Nation was rather firm in a recent Finance and Administration Committee meeting that 

he would veto any vote to buy the horses.  City Administrator Mike Herring challenged 

Nation stating he could not veto such a vote.  Apparently Nation can. 

         

MONARCH FIREFIGHTERS AND UNION DON'T GET IT:    Sometimes I 

really have to wonder about the folks with Local 2665 of the firefighters union.  They 

need to think things through and pick their battles, not fire off ill-thought out positions to 

media or the pubic every chances they get.  

 

Last year despite funneling $27,000 dollars in last minute donations to their candidate 

Cole McNary, they lost control of the three person Monarch fire District Board when 

Jane Cunningham handily defeated McNary. 

 

In the sixteen months since that defeat Local 2665 had an entire slate of candidates 

lose in the April 2014 municipal election in University City. That was followed by six U. 

City firefighters being suspended for using or wearing city equipment to pose for 

campaign photos.  This is a no-no in almost all political subdivisions.  Of course the 

leaders at Local 2665 packed the city council chambers with protesters, but in reality the 

six firefighters were stupid.    
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In the Monarch District they complained when Board President Robin Harris made 

contract negotiations open to the public.   They didn't want the public to see what they 

already had, let alone what they were demanding. Being open to the public is almost 

always the wrong thing to complain about.  

 

 
 

Next they took their eye off the real purpose of the Union, good pay, pension and job 

protection.  The negotiations bogged down in demands that the fire district continue to 

provide two phone lines to every fire station just for the exclusive use of firefighters to 

make personal calls. Demands to continue to provide free coffee and tea at fire stations 

were made.  Perhaps the oddest was that the Union could not trust their members to 

pay their dues and demanded that the Fire District continue to deduct union dues from 

their paychecks and forward them to the union.  

 

Last October the Board of Directors blundered by giving the Union a chance to attack 

them by ordering firefighters to actually wear their uniforms and not pink T-Shirts 

supporting breast cancer victims and research.  First of all the new board wanted the 

firefighters  to wear their actual district supplied uniforms. Secondly the board was 

removing the union logo from fire equipment. It stayed on uniforms only because it was 

in the current contract.  The pink shirts had the Union logo on them which was a 

violation of the rules of the charity that is behind the pink shirt campaign.  Also if looked 

like the District was approving one worthwhile charity over many others.  
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 Capt. and Shop Steward  Chris Gelven called and was 

the spokesman for the union on the Fire Board wanting firefighters to wear their uniforms.  

    

The Board of Directors should have told the union members that they could not wear 

the shirts in 2015.  Instead they ordered them to take them off immediately.  This gave 

the Union a chance to go to the press and complain of the Board being against breast 

cancer victims.  Of course the short sighted local press without thinking turned this story 

against the Fire Board.      

 

However the latest episode is the Union members breaking a time honored rule...don't 

reveal or discuss security measures.  First of all there was a serious case of loose lips 

at the district headquarters.  The fire chief at the time (Tom Vineyard) had close 

connections with Local 2665.  The fact is the Fire Board meeting room leaves the 

command staff and the elected officials in a dangerous place if they are attacked by an 

irate citizen or disgruntled current or former employee. It is so bad the Board has taken 

to hiring two off-duty County Police Officers to be at every meeting.  

Board President Robin Harris arranged at no charge to obtain out of date bullet proof 

vests from the Chesterfield Police Department.  He planned to put the vests on the 

inside of the dais of the meeting room, creating an inexpensive bullet proof area for 

officials and staff to duck behind if someone started shooting.        

        

The cost of security measures is always a public record. But the actual details of the 

security by statute is an exception to the Missouri Sunshine Law. 

 

You do not discuss security measures.  In the case of security for the meeting room the 

details have to be kept in house going no further than the staff at headquarters. 

Somehow the word got leaked to the rank and file and to local 2665.  

 

Capt. Chris Gelven committed the serious sin of compromising the command staff and 

officials' safety.  He summoned the media and lashed out at the Fire Board's 

inexpensive security improvements as being a "joke and ridiculous" and gave the details 

of using discarded bullet proof vests to make the dais safer. 



26 
 

 

While everyone has the right to free speech, that right does not transcend to a place of 

employment.   If what you say affects the safety of people where you work you can be 

fired. Gelven is facing disciplinary actions, which brought out firefighters to picket after 

more calls to the media by Local 2665.  They are being stupid and as public safety 

employees apparently they don't understand the importance of not disclosing security 

details should come before their enjoyment of a chance to take a jab at the Fire Board. 

Selling out the safety of their bosses make them look anything but public safety 

providers.               

 
There was been a closed door disciplinary hearing on July 12 concerning Gelven's 

actions.   

We understand that Captain/Shop Steward Gelven is currently on a non-vacation 

extended leave from the fire district. However it has been difficult to confirm this.  Gone 

are the days of casual response, like "she is on maternity: or "he is on sick leave." 

 

My request to the media relations contact with the fire district was sent to the Interim 

Fire Chief Chuck Marsonette. Here is his reply: 

 

From: Charles Marsonette [mailto:Marsonette.c@monarchfpd.org]  

Sent: Thursday, July 17, 2014 11:18 AM 

To: johnhoffmann@charter.net 

Subject: Request 

 

Mr. Hoffman, 

I appreciate your inquiry and we are happy to respond as follows:     I am unable to answer your 

question without revealing information that is confidential or violative of Captain Gelven's 

privacy. 
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Thank you, 

Chuck 

 

Chuck Marsonette, Fire Chief 

Monarch Fire Protection District 

      

MUSIC:  RAT PACK MONAY FOR JULY AT THE ONE-19 IS JULY 21 7:30 to 9:30. 

Yep Dean Christopher with Jim Manley and Chris Swan will be doing the music and 

comedy,  This is the third monthly Rat Pack Monday performance by the group and the 

first two were big hits.  The One-19 is at 119 N. Kirkwood Road.  Mondays are usually 

slow but on Rat Pack Mondays calling for a reservation isn't a bad idea.  

 

  
 

MEDIA:  We have to admit that Town and Style Magazine editors made it several 

months before they started to use the Rock Hill city logo with pieces in Bill Beggs, Jr. 

very stale and often inaccurate column, Talk of the Towns...about the City of Richmond 

Heights. 

 

In the July 9th edition of Town and Style the item was about the remodeling of the 

Esquire movie theater on Clayton Road in Richmond Heights that had started about five 

weeks earlier and there was the logo of Rock Hill. Of course it is easy to get the two 

confused especially when writing about movies. Esquire has been a major movie house 

in St. Louis for many decades...I think they still show movies once in a while to kids at 

Hudson Elementary School in Rock Hill.      

 

The two logos are so easy to confuse...judge for yourself: 
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CARTOONS: 
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