
1 
 

EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 406 AND CHESTERFIELD UNAPPROVED  

351 

  
 

December 7, 2019 

 

THE SECOND TIME AROUND  

 

Or 

 

THE FIRE DISTRICT WANTS TO START TAXING PEOPLE WHO OWN EXPENSIVE 

HOMES YOUR TAXES COULD GO UP BETWEEN $1,400 AND $4,000 

 

Or 

 

THE RESIDENTS’ OUTRAGE OVER THE FIRE DISTRICT’S ATTEMPT TO ANNEX 

TOWN AND COUNTRY IN 2007 IS FORGOTTEN BY NEW ALDERPERSONS. 

 

Or 

 

FIRE DISTRICT SAYS TOWN AND COUNTRY FIRE HOUSE NEEDS TO BE TORN 

DOWN 

 

I didn’t know which headline to use after attending the Town and Country Police, Fire & 

EMS Commission meeting at the Town and Country fire station on Tuesday November 

19.   

 

Instead of starting at the beginning of the meeting let’s go toward the end of the meeting 

when West County EMS and Fire Protection District Chief Jeff Sadtler spoke. 

 

He implied that two things needed to be done.  The Town and Country Fire Station built 

in 1991 needs to be torn down and given back to the city. 

 

Secondly residents of the city need to be annexed into the Fire District.  With the extra 

revenue by having property taxes on much bigger houses than in their primary area of 

Manchester, MO they would build a fire house on Hwy 141 and I-64 near where Town 

and Country’s road salt storage garage is located to serve the northwest section of the 
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city.  They would also try to buy land from The Principia School to build a new firehouse 

on the east side of their campus. (The current fire house is on the west end of the 

campus.) This would add 21 union firefighter/paramedic jobs. 

   Fire Chief Jeff Sadtler 

 

History of Fire Service in Town and Country: 

 

1950:  The Village of Town and Country was created.  The major reason for 

incorporation was the extremely high fire insurance rates.  With a fire department the 

rates would drop dramatically. The property tax to have a Department of Public Safety  

(fire and police) would be less than the fire insurance rates.  The City of Frontenac was 

formed in 1949 for the same reason. The people west of Frontenac and north of Des 

Peres were also afraid of being taken over by one of the two cities.   

 

The Village Hall, police and fire operation were all in a single building on Clayton Road 

near Ballas. There were four public safety officers on per 24-hour shift, 3-assigned to 

the fire truck and one to police patrols. Every 8-hours they would switch and the officer 

on police patrol would come in and become a fireman and one fireman would become a 

police officer.  
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In 1974 a Village in Missouri could only tax up to 50-cent per assessed $100.  Town 

and Country need more funds to continue to operate.  Cities could tax up to $1 per $100 

assessed.  In 1974 residents approved a ballot measure to become a City, which would 

also allow the city to raise their property taxes.  

 

In 1977 an annexation election was held to annex land west beyond Woods Mill Road, 

south to include Mason Road to a section of Manchester Road that at the time was 

occupied by a McGraw-Hill publishing facility. The election passed in both Town and 

Country and the unincorporated area.  However the annexation did not take place until 

1983 as St. Louis County sued to stop it.  

 

1983:   The Missouri Supreme approved the annexation and dismissed the St. Louis 

County lawsuit.  The County appealed to Federal Court. 

 

1983:  Based on the Missouri ruling Town and Country moved a double wide trailer onto 

the rear parking lot of the fire station as the new police headquarters.  

 

1983:  The City of Town and Country contracted fire/EMS services to Manchester Fire 

Protection District.  Town and Country Public Safety officers were given the choice of 

joining the Manchester FPD or the Town and Country Police.  Most, but not all, picked 

the Fire District. 

 

1984:  The United States District Court upheld the Missouri Court rulings against St. 

Louis County on the Town and Country annexation. 

 

1991:  A new fire station is built in the center of Town and Country at Clayton Road and 

Mason Road. 

 
This is a picture of Ald. Chuck Lenz in front of the fire station.  Notice the glass panes in 

the overhead doors.  They doors looked nice but were a functional disaster driving up 

air condition costs in the summer of heating costs in the winter.  
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1996:  The Manchester Fire Protection District changed its name to the West County 

EMS and Fire Protection District. 

 

1996:  Town and Country dropped its property tax relying on sales taxes and some of 

the highest business license fees in the area to provide services. 

 

2006:  In 10 years the West County EMS & FPD became heavily influenced by the Fire 

Fighters Local Union. That year the Fire District started a door to door petition drive to 

get residents to sign an annexation petition to “improve service” without mentioning the 

extreme increase of their property taxes.  The petitions were started in March and by 

June they had enough signatures to put the issue on the November ballot. 

 

During this time Town and Country Mayor Jon Dalton did not say a peep.  The fire 

contract was 1/3 of the city’s budget.  If he unloaded that he could build a new city hall 

or a “Town Square” with all the extra money.  Of course the residents would see a 

sizable property tax increase due on December 31 for every year forward. 

 

The Fire District continued to pull fast ones.  If the annexation passed they could add 

another firehouse and 21 more high-paying jobs for union firefighters. 

 

The fire district was required to hold a public hearing on the annexation.  They held it in 

July when many residents were out of town on vacations.  The public hearing was 

scheduled at 7:30 AM.  Not many people are ready for public hearings when they would 

normally be eating breakfast.  

 

Studies showed that after two-to-three years of start up the costs of running a city fire 

department would be cheaper than the contract with WCEMS&FPD. 

 

There were groups of local residents that began strong opposition to the annexation and 

the tactics of the Fire District.  The opposition got so strong that Mayor Dalton 

convinced the Fire District to withdraw the ballot proposal. You might think this would 

put the issue to rest.  You would be wrong. 

 

2012:   Over $100,000 was spent remodeling the eye pleasing but functionally inferior 

firehouse including replacing the truck bay doors, improving heating and cooling for 

bunkrooms and improving the acoustics.  
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2016:  A five year contract was entered with WCEMS&FPD starting in 2017 without 

actively seeking competitive bids.  The Monarch Fire District had expressed some 

interest.  When Monarch entered a fire truck in the 2015 Town and Country Fall Festival 

Parade WCEMS&FPD was worried and lowered their bid to the point that Monarch lost 

interest. 
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2019:    WCEMS&FPD Chief Jeff Sadtler tried to sell to the Police, Fire & EMS 

Commission, who are more interested in getting polo shirts that say “Police” on them, to 

get the city to reconsider the District annexing the city.  Most were unfamiliar with the 

2006 attempt to annex in all the expensive houses.  They voted 6-1 to send to the 

Board of Aldermen a request to consider the Fire District having an annexation election.  

 

The one person on this commission that voted for this that surprised me was Fritz 

Wiesehan, whose parents own Maria de Villa retirement center.  Fritz is also the 

president of Maria de Villa.  The retirement center sits on 22 acres of land. He voted to 

investigate the possibility of being annexed by the Fire District and raise the taxes on 

Maria de Villa by tens of thousands of dollars a year.  

 

      
 

 

BULLSHIT AWARD:  Since fire service is not provided by a County Wide fire 

department all the city fire departments and fire districts have mutual aid agreements.   

Frontenac has just one fire truck.  If there is a house fire, fire trucks from Ladue, Creve 

Coeur and Des Peres or Kirkwood would respond. Below is a map claiming over 4-

minute response times for the Town and Country’s Fire Station. It appeared in the City’s 

115 page Comprehensive Plan.    It completely ignores mutual aid responses so it is 

very much BS. It says in fine print, that Mutual aid is not factored in, but Mutual Aid is 

what all County fire service is run on.  
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The Fire District claims the info on the map is from the Dispatch Center and not them, 

so why even publish it with the Comprehensive Plan?   

 

Another example of Mutual Aid is that the Shrewsbury fire truck could be the first on the 

scene on some calls in Webster Groves before any of the three Webster fire companies 

could arrive.  The same is true for the Rock Hill fire truck being first in on a Webster call 

in a different part of the city. 
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This map claims my house is in the area with longer than 4-minute responses, but it is a 

lie since with mutual aid the fire truck from the WCEMS&FPD on Manchester Road 

would reach my house in about 90-seconds.  The closest available is what is 

dispatched. The map shows houses along Bopp Road are outside of the 4-minute 

response time. But the Frontenac fire truck would be there in 2-minutes.  The same 

goes for houses on Ballas Road.  The Des Peres truck would be there in 3-minutes. 

 

CITY STOPS DOING ITS RESPONSIBILITY AS THE FIRE DISTRICT PUTS ITS 

HAND INTO YOUR BANK ACCOUNT.  Here is what was on the face page of the most 

recent Town and Country Newsletter: 

 

 
 

If you noticed “Fiscal Responsibility” is listed third.  But Mayor Jon Dalton and the Board 

of Aldermen have managed to spend $10,000,000 in buying and developing an empty 

lot, selling off the middle of it for retail and then assume care and maintenance of it 

(Town Square).  If that $10,000,000 stayed in the city reserve fund the Fire District 

would not be circling like vultures.  

 

 

NEW COSTS FOR THE CITY RESIDENTS:  In 2019 the Fire District’s tax rate was 

$1.19 per $100 assessed.  For 2020 it dropped to $1.10.  The following if from Chief Jeff 

Sadler: 

 

The residential property tax for 2020 is $1.1070, down from $1.1900 in 2019.  At current 

assessment levels, the tax rate for the District and the City (combined) would tentatively be 

lowered to $0.9870.   

Since Chief Sadler knew the next day what the estimated tax rate would be if the Fire 

District could annex the city and its’ larger and more expensive homes, it is clear that he 

had been planning this for some time. 

The average tax increase for Town and Country residents would be $1,400.  But for 

people in new extremely large houses the increase would be $4,000 a year or more. 

 

There are still a number of retired persons in Town and Country living on fixed income 

and long term investments.  A sudden tax increase like one for fire service would clearly 

have an effect. 
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If there is not enough in the next budget for the city to cover a 

Fire/EMS contract the city could raise the city property tax from zero 

to 20-Cent per $100 assessed valuation (over three years)  which 

would be a lot less of a burden on residents than a 99-cents per $100 

assessed if the Fire District annexed the city and had a Fire District 

Tax.  

 

Here are some of Chief Sadtler’s comments from the Police/Fire Commission meeting.  

 

“No property tax!  It is a blessing and a curse.  If the city joined the fire district there 

would be two new fire stations and the existing Town and Country station would go back 

to the city.” 

 

“We feel we are selling the city short with one fire station.  This scares the daylights out 

of me.” 

 

Chief Sadtler if the city with expensive houses joins the fire district wants to build a new 

fire station on the east side of Principia and a second station at Hwy 141 and I-64 where 

the city has a building works garage.  The Fire District for years has been heavily union 

controlled.  If this would happen it would mean 21 new Union firefighter/paramedic jobs.   

 

Chief Sadtler wasn’t done yet. He talked about how the Town and Country fire station 

would have to be torn down in a few years.  YIKES!  The place is just 28 years old.  

There was a period of my life when I covered news and wrote feature articles for 

national fire and police trade magazines.  For one of them I did a feature called “Built to 

Last.”  I took photos of police and fire stations that were between 75-and-120 years old 

that were still being used. 
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Some the firehouses had large storage closets that had been used originally as fire horse stalls. This 

series ran in the early 1990s.  Now Chief Sadler is suggesting a 28 year-old fire station needs to be torn 

down. Eventually some of these old firehouses had to be torn down because fire trucks got too wide or 

too long or too heavy (if there was a basement the floor could give way).   

 

BLAME:  While it was clear and obvious that Chief Sadtler was ready to jump at a 

chance to open the door for another annexation attempt, Commission Chair Ald. 
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Lindsey Butler should never allowed this to come to a vote.  The fire district is under a 

contract to provide fire/EMS services.  If it wants to play politics to get an annexation 

election on the ballot and raise taxes for Town and Country residents it should do it on 

its own time and its own dime.    

 

Ald. Butler said the citizens should decide.  “We are talking about joining the fire 

district,” said. However only 20-25% of the registered voters show up for April elections.  

The alderperson are elected and according to the City Newsletter are there to look after 

our fiscal well being, safety and security.  

 

 
 

“We are taking about joining the fire district.  We would have a ballot issue.  I’d much 

rather have this on the ballot for residents to decide if we should join the fire district,” 

said Butler. 

 

This is STUPID!  20-25% of the people who vote in April or August elections should not 

be able to dramatically raise the taxes of 100 % of the people and the businesses. 

Alderpersons should not allow this to happen. 

 

Here are the 2018 calls per the three stations with the Town and Country Stations being 

Station 3.  The 675 non-EMS calls are really not calls for many fires calls, but fire 

alarms, vehicle crashes on the two Interstate Highways, misc calls and a few actual fire 

related calls.  With all the retirement centers and nursing homes in Town and Country 

there were on average 4.52 ambulance calls a day. There were 1.85 non-EMS calls for 

the fire truck on average per day.  This shows that House 3 is not exactly over worked,  
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POLICE & FIRE REPORT AT THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN:  At Monday November 

25, 2019 Board of Aldermen meeting Ald. Lindsey Butler gave a report on the 

Police/Fire/EMS Commission meeting.  She didn’t mention Chief Jeff Sadler’s 

suggestion of considering an annexation to the Fire District.  (Of course it is up to the 

Fire District to put the matter on a ballot.  All Town and Country could do is have an 

informational non-binding ballot issue.) 

 

Mayor Dalton called Butler out on this and asked her about the “fire district” part of the 

meeting. 

 

“Our community continues to grow. At some point we need to be sure public safety is 

not suffering,” said Butler.  “We voted to send it to the Board of Aldermen to have a 

discussion and put a ballot issue and let the voters decide.” 

 

It was interesting that at the Commission meeting Ald. Butler almost said the word 

“annexation” when she said “join the fire district.” 

 

However instead of killing this at the Commission, Lindsey Butler played right into 

Dalton’s hands. He then pulled the old “task force” card out of the hat. 

 

“I am going to appoint a task force to look at public safety issues,” said Dalton who has 

been violating Missouri Law concerning registered lobbyist and politicians since 2016.  It 

is always good to see an active law breaker appoint a task force to review public safety 

issues.  
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THE REST OF THE POLICE/FIRE/EMS COMMISSION MEETING:  The best (fire chief 

suggesting annexing the city) was last.  There was a police section of the meeting.  

 

Police Chief Jim Cavins said he wanted to replace the impossible to read or understand 

bicycle signs on Clayton road with standard state wide approved “Bicyclist” warning 

signs. 

 

      Chief Cavins 

 

The City had just bought regular Missouri Highway Department approved yellow bicycle 

warning signs for about $300 to put on Clayton Road.  A month after they were up Peter 

Stevens, the Head of The Principia School who was also thin as a rail and a member of 

a bike group whose members wore tights and pedaled in packs of 50 put pressure on 

the City Administrator Gary Hoelzer to put up signs that were impossible to read at 30 

MPH and unique to only Town and Country.  The new signs cost over $900. 

 

Chief Cavins, being brand new immediately recognized a problem with the signs and 

with the approval of the Commission is recommending they come down and be 

replaced with Missouri Highway Department approved signs. 

 

Chief Cavins was also apparently trying to find some use for the empty $10,000,000 

Town Square.  He wants to have another event for kids with vendors and maybe 

landing a helicopter.  

 

But the best part of the meeting for the Commissioners was that Lindsey Butler 

announced they could have either T-shirts or golf shirts with an embroidered 

Police/Fire/EMS Commissioner logo.  This is a group that tried to get Police 

Commissioner Badges approved (no luck) in the past shows signs of being police 

groupies.  They voted for the golf shirts and one of the members offered to pay for 

them. 

 

It’s funny. For 30-years I used to make it a point when I was a police detective or off-

duty not to advertise that I was a cop unless it was called for.   
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But I worked with a guy in Liberty, Missouri who always had some sort of sticker or 

decal on his fancy van indicting he was a cop. What it got him was deep key scratches 

down both sides one night when the van was parked at a movie theater parking lot. 

 

T-HILL CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR SNOW REMOVAL: Ald Lindsey Butler 

was back on her A-game after the Fire Annexation debacle, dealing with approving 

companies for city snow plow work.   

  Butler on far right 

 

There were two bills to be voted on for T-Hill Construction to do snow plowing under 

contract with the city.  T-Hill is the construction company that began work for the Mason 

Road Trail (extra wide sidewalk) in 2018 without a County Highway Department permit 

to do the work on a County Highway easement.  The unapproved work resulted in a 

stop-work order and an order from the County to make repairs that have cost over 

$200,000 to date.  

 

Butler’s point was that she didn’t see why the City should reward a company that 

screwed up a project, caused an eye score and cost the city a huge amount of money.  

 

“They stepped up and admitted their errors,” said City Administrator Bob Shelton in 

defense of T-Hill.    

 

Alderman Dr. Matt Reuter spoke as if he was going to back Butler’s position. 

 

“They (T-Hill) did leave us with a considerable problem plus the eye sore that is still 

there. You can say they took responsibility for their actions, but they have done nothing 

to restore that property.” 

 Reuter 

 

However it was pointed out that T-Hill had plowed snow well in the past and the 

alderpersons voted to award the contract to T-Hill with only Butler voting against the two 

separate contracts.  

 

Then there was another snow plow contract to another construction company, Krupp 

Construction.  Krupp earlier had a city contract to put in a sidewalk along Weidman 
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Road south of Clayton.  That project was also stopped by the County (Weidman, like 

Mason is also a County Road) for the lack of a permit.  However a permit was obtained 

and the project was completed a month late in 2018. 

 

Lindsey Butler again questioned giving a contract to a company that could not follow the 

rules. 

 

“If we have a construction company that needs a permit and did not get one, we do 

need to look at that. If they are a company that can’t do things, should we hire them?” 

 

That was answered with another 5-1 vote to approve the contract with Krupp with Butler 

voting “NO.”  

 

BUDGET: ANOTHER YEAR AND ANOTHER DEFICIT BUDGET TO ALL, EXCEPT 

THE MAYOR, AND TO ALL A GOOD NIGHT:  There was a public hearing for the 2020 

budget on Monday November 25 Board of Aldermen meeting.  The court reporter was 

there and the finance director was there but no from the public had any questions about 

yet another overall deficit budget. 

 

In 2018 Mayor Dalton bragged ( we’ll say lied) trying to convince people how he had a 

balance budget just because the General Fund was in the black by $15,400.  It is 

finishing 2019 $211,264 in the red.  The overall 2019 was projected to be $401,760 in 

the red.  However it is now projected to be $1,375,878 in the red by the end of the year.  

 

 
Dalton’s continued statements inferring the budget is balanced because the General 

Fund shows a $7,500 surplus after some annual services have been cancelled (Branch 

chipping for 2020) or moved to another budget section, like Deer Management to the 

Road Fund.  It appears as if Dalton remains in the liar club we featured November 18, 

2018. 
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Ald. Dr. Matt Reuter did have a comment and question during the public hearing 

concerning how $30,000 fall branch chipping had been dropped from the 2020 budget 

but has $19,900 for electrical work at the Town Square. 

 

“Why are we paying for something at the Town Square?  With the new Town Square 

are we now talking about spending more?  It is brand spanking new,” exclaimed Reuter. 

 

“Why should we spend more and eliminate branch chipping?” 

 

Parks Director Anne Nixon said Brinkman construction completed the electrical works in 

the plans.  The additional work was not in the plans.  I find this stinks since Brinkman 

and their architect developed the original plans.  

 

MAYOR ANNOUNCES NEXT CHOICE TO FILL SKIP MANGE’S SEAT ON THE 

BOARD OF ALDERMAN:  Mayor Dalton pick to replace Alderman Skip Mange who quit 

in his second term, Jonathan Serkes withdrew his name before his scheduled 

confirmation at the October 28 Board of Aldermen meeting. 

 

A month later Dalton announced that he is nominating Ben Lawler for the seat. Lawler 

lives at 808 Amersham Drive in a new house built by McBride and Sons in 2016. 
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Lawler is the vice-president of Tom James, a company just north of Olive Blvd west of I-

270 in unincorporated St. Louis County.  Tom James is in the lost art of making suits. It 

will be interesting to see if the phony Dalton who wears cuff links at almost all times will 

suddenly be out dressed at meetings.    

  

NEW HOMES OR ADD-ONS COMING:  If leaves are still on the trees you cannot see 

2809 Clayton Forest Court from the street and almost can’t see it from the air. The 

homeowners want to install an extensive solar panel array.  Some years ago in parts of 

town some neighbors would complain about the appearance of solar panels.  In this 

case, the house backs up to the campus of the Special School District.  

 

   
 

#1 Devonworth Ct This is an empty lot in the gated subdivision on Weidman Road 

behind Maria de Villa Senior Living facility. 
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12929 Topping Estates;   

 

 was 12929 

Topping Estates 

 

 
12929 Topping Estates coming soon  
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PARKS VS TOWN SQUARE…WHERE IS THE GATHERING HAPPENING? 

 CARS: 

Day   Oueeny Upper Lot Dog PK  Total    Longview Park Town Sq11/24,25, 27-29 

SUN    3:45         64               8           72          3:35       29        3:45        0 

MON   3:30          34              27          61          3:25      40        3:15        2 

TUES   RAIN OUT 

WED  12:55        14                4          18           1:10     12        1:05         9 

T-DAY 11:44       50               17         67          11:35    23       11:30        0    

FRI     RAIN OUT    

 

 

The Sunday before Thanksgiving there were 64 cars on the upper lot at Queeny Park.  

Despite the Dog Park being closed for “wet grounds” there were eight cars parked on 

the lower lot. Apparently dog owners were walking their canines on nearby trails.  At 

Longview Park there were 29 cars plus a Harley Davidson motorcycle.  At the Town 

Square at 3:45 on a Sunday afternoon there were ZERO cars and one woman walking 

across the parking lot.  There were 17-plus geese present. 

 

11/24/19 Sunday Queeny Park  Total 72 cars 

 
 

11/24/19  Sunday  Longview Park  29 cars and 1-motorcycle 

 
 

 

11/24/19  Sunday   Town Square  0 cars  Plenty of geese 



20 
 

 

 
       

11/25/19  Monday Queeny Park  61 cars 34 upper lot and 27 at Dog Park lot.  Sunny 

and 64-degrees. 

 
11/25/19  Monday  Longview Park  40 cars  at Farmhouse, Barn level & at tennis courts  

 
 

11/25/19  Monday Town Square  2 cars at Boutique  (Photo of empty lower lots) 

  
 

11/26/19  TUESDAY   RAINOUT 
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Nobody at Longview Park due to rain, but the Starting line for Friday’s Turkey Trot Run 

was set up. 

 

11/27/19   Wednesday  Queeny Park  1pm  Windy and cold  28 total cars  No Photo 

 

11/27/19  Wednesday Longview Park 1:10pm  Windy and Cold  12 cars  No Photo 

 

11/27/19  Wednesday Town Square  1:05pm  9 cars, 7 at Boutique & jewelry store and 

two apparently belonging to employees at the Mason Woods Village Shopping Center 

 

  

 
The Town Square geese were all present and accounted for and protected by the 

cardboard wolf purchased by the City, who seems to be their new best friend. 

  

On Thanksgiving Day we wanted to check the Town Square and parks before a 

predicted rain began.  Thanksgiving Day saw a number of people, cars and dogs at 
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Queeny Park.  At 11:45, five minutes before a light drizzle/sleet began to fall there were 

50 cars on the upper parking lot and 17 cars on the lower lot at the Dog Park. 

 

 
17 cars at the dog park, but easily twice as many people gathering. 

 

On T-Day there were also a number of people at Longview Park gathering, with 23 cars on the parking 

lots and many more people.  

 
  

 

 

 

On Thanksgiving Day we were at the Town Square at 11:30AM.  There were no cars or 

people. But there was some gathering. 
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We saw 30 geese gathering on the storm water retention basin/pond. 

 

Mayor Jon Dalton and the former Board of Aldermen have been brilliant in spending 

$10,000,000 to buy and develop the Town Square as a gather place.  They managed to 

buy a large vacant lot that was not being developed due to topographical issues and 

had been on the market for 10 years, for $2,200,000 from the Wirth family. They then 

approved spending $7,600,000 in developing the property after selling the center 

portion off to Bob Brinkman, a developer, who promised a popular restaurant and a 

Clementine’s Ice Cream Shop to be in the center by opening day. Five months after the 

building was completed and the area was open to the public there is no restaurant or 

Clementine’s Ice Cream Shop. But almost $10,000,000 has provided a nice place for 

geese to gather.    

 

OCTOBER CRIME AND POLICE STATS:  The Police Chief likes to remind us 

that Town and Country is the SAFEST city in Missouri.  Here are the October figures: 
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Amazing:  As someone who was involved in suburban law enforcement for 25 years of 

a 30-year career, the lack of Liquor Law enforcement in Town and Country is utterly 

amazing.  There have been just two liquor law cases in the first 10 months of the year, 

by a police force that have 5,217 traffic stops year to date. Apparently it is another motto 

of the local Police.  1) Protect & Serve 2) We Don’t Enforce Missouri License Plate 

Laws if You Are Rich and Drive an Expensive Car 3) We Don’t Enforce Liquor Laws and 

Minor in Possession Laws if You Are a Rich Kid.  

 

As a cop I had plenty of kids pour a six-pack into the gutter and not get a summons.  

But I wrote up lots of kids who had a case or two in the car and were going to supply an 

underage party or were driving drunk with booze in the car.  Other places I worked we 

would take a photo of large amounts of liquor seized from teenagers, keep a bottle or 

two for court evidence and pour the rest down the sink.  The evidence rooms could not 

hold all the alcohol seized. Apparently that is not a problem in Town and Country.       
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THE MAIL CARRIER TO THE RESCUE:  One of my regular readers called me on 

Monday about 4:45 and told me I needed to drive north on Mason Road.   I did and at 

the south end of Queeny Park along Mason Road a deer was apparently returning to 

the Park and went into the road and was hit. A woman driving a small car ran on top of 

the deer.  It was stuck under the front of the car.  The deer with broken legs appeared to 

be alive as one of the broken legs was twitching.   

 

The Town and Country Police had a very slow response to the scene (12 minutes…call 

was held for 3-mins and the officers took 9 minutes to arrive.). A mail carrier came to 

the rescue and pulled in front of the woman’s car, put the warning flashers on and had 

the woman stand by him off the road in case a distracted driver didn’t see her car 

stopped.  

 

 
 

If you are concerned about the huge amount of deer in Queeny Park and the danger 

they present to drivers on Mason Road and Weidman Road consider sending an email 

to County Executive Dr. Sam Page at  SPage@stlouisco.com  or Councilman Tim Fitch 

at  TFitch@stlouisco.com 

mailto:SPage@stlouisco.com
mailto:TFitch@stlouisco.com
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CRYSTAL BALL SAYS:  Soon we learned CBC High School will be requesting 

permission to dramatically expand the number of nights they can use lights on their 

athletic field.   Currently CBC is restricted to 28 nights a year for the lights.  Town and 

Country cracked down on the excessive use of the lights after resident complaints.   

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 351 

 

 
 

 

MONARCH FIRE BOARD VOTES TO HIRE A LAW FIRM IF IT HAS A BOND ISSUE 

ON THE BALLOT. They didn’t want to vote to have a bond issue to replace House #2 

at 18424 Wild Horse Creek Road in the City of Wildwood, near Highway 109 and 

Eatherton Road.  They voted to hire a law firm to handle the bond issue if they do 

decide to have a Bond Issue. 

 

The voted to hire Gilmore & Bell of 1211 North Broadway in downtown St. Louis if and 

when they decide to have a bond issue.  When asked after the meeting what the Bond 

Issue might be about, I was told it would involve rebuilding Station #2  On Wild Horse 

Creek Road near Hwy 109 in the far southwest portion of the District, in Wildwood, MO 

and not far from Franklin County.   

 

   
Monarch Station #2. 
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Station two has a 4-man firefighter/paramedic crew manning a pumper, a bush truck 

and a tanker, depending on the type of call.  There is not an ambulance at Station 2. 

 

I was also told some funds would be used to make repairs and remodel Station #3 on 

Fernview Drive off of Olive Blvd. in unincorporated St. Louis County, just west of the 

Creve Coeur City limits.  

 

     
 

If there too be a bond issue they would hope to have it on the April 2020 ballot. 

 

More land thanks to American Water at Training Tower and possible expansion of 

training facility. On November 22 American Water donated to Monarch Fire Protection 

3.2 acres of land they had been leasing for $100 a year.  American Water has also 

given Monarch permission to use another 1.8 acres of land. The property is next door to 

the American Water Missouri River Water treatment plant.  Monarch plans to build 

training classrooms and improve the parking lot.   

   
 

Carnac the Magnificent or Monarch Fire FPD Director and Treasurer?  As the 

director who is also the Secretary of the Fire Board, Jean Millner is required to handle 

minutes of prior meetings and all bids for purchases and work contracts. 

 

On Tuesday November 26 Millner had to open any bids for LED lights instillation at Fire 

Station #4.  Millner announced there was only one bid and then held the envelope to her 

forehead and said, “The only bid is from Aschinger Electric of Fenton.  She then 
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removed the envelope from her forehead and tore it open and read the bid of $23,888.  I 

knew I had seen the envelope to the head routine before. 

   
Old Carnac                             New Carnac? 

 

 CHESTERFIELD MAN PASSED OUT IN RUNNING CAR IN THE MIDDLE OF 

KEHRS MILL ROAD WAS THREE-AND-A-HALF TIMES OVER THE LIMIT.  IT WAS 

HIS THIRD DWI ARREST AND HE WAS CHARGED WITH A FELONY:  On May 3, 

2019 at 11:10 on  FRIDAY MORNING Chesterfield Officers responded to a report of a 

possible drunk driver on Clarkson Road and Kehrs Mill Road. Officers found the driver 

stopped in front of 2511 Kehrs Mill Road in front of the Schnucks Supermarket. (The 

Schnucks store is in Ballwin, but the street is in Chesterfield.)   The car was running and 

he had his foot on the brake. 

 

The driver was identified as:    

 

Gavin M Freeman, 42,  of Kehrsdale Drive in Clarkson Valley 

     
Suspect Freeman           Arresting officer, 12-year veteran Jenna Christian         

 

According to Officer Jenna Christian, Freeman’s breath reek of the smell of booze, his 

speech was badly slurred, eyes were watery and bloodshot and his balance was so bad 

standard field sobriety tests were not attempted.  All this at 11:10 IN THE MONRING! 

 

Freeman was arrested for DWI and promptly refused to give a breath or blood test.  

This forced an officer to obtain a search warrant to draw blood.  
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Six weeks later the lab report from the Missouri Highway Patrol was done showing 

Freeman’s BAC level to be .289. 

 

It turned out Freeman has two prior DWI convictions, one in Ballwin and the other in 

Jefferson County.  

 

Here is information from the charging documents and Officer Christian’s written 

statement.  
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CHESTERFIELD POLICE DETECTIVES CHARGE BALLWIN TEENAGER WITH 

POSSESSIOIN OF MORE THAN 20 PHOTOS OR VIDEOS OF CHILD PORN AND 3-

COUNTS OF DISTRIBUTING CHILD PORN  The suspect, Cole Walter is just 17 and 

doesn’t turn 18 until March.  He lives in Ballwin one block off Manchester.  So we are 

guessing the reason Chesterfield Police are handling the case is because the victim 

(underage age girl performing sex acts) lives in Chesterfield.   
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  Cole Walter 

 

 Here are the details from the court files: 
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  Tim Turntine 

 

 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER: 
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Maxwell McGowan lives at 1311 Cherry Glen Ct in Chesterfield.  2019 McGowan has 

had lots of contacts with the police: 

12/01/19    Possession of Marijuana  pending                                    Chesterfield PD 

11/20/19    Speeding 46/25 School Zone, Unreg Veh and No Ins      Ballwin PD 

08/18/19    Speeding 20+ over limit, Unreg Veh  pending                 Town & Country PD  

07/11/19    Speeding 43-30, Unreg Veh, No Ins.   Pending                Ballwin PD      

03/09/19    Unreg Veh  Guilty                                                             Bridgeton PD 

01/05/19    Unreg  Veh Guilty                                                             Bridgeton PD 

 
Junge lives in Maryland Heights.   Nothing like a Sunday Morning 7:18 DWI arrest. 
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Ryan Braswell’s arrest record 

11/30/19    Stealing    pending                                                                   Chesterfield PD  

03/19/18    Fail to Register as Sex Offender Guilty 5-yr SES Probation    St. Charles Co  

10/29/10    Burglary 1st Degree, Sexual Misconduct of Child Under 15      St. Charles PD 

                  Attempted Child Molestation, Resisting Arrest  Guilty  

                  7-years prison        

03/29/10    Stealing  Guilty Probation Revoked 1 year jail                           St. Peters PD 

 

THIEF STARTS ARSON FIRE AT TARGET THEN GOES TO MACY’S AND STEALS 

JEWELRY  
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Target: 
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MACY’S 

 

  
 

Additional Victims:  Police are unsure what the suspect stole from Target, but surely it 

was a lot.  However he caused up to $100,000 in damage to merchandise from smoke 

damage.  Target is estimating it might two weeks to repair the damage and restock.  

Two weeks of a busy store closed during the Christmas shopping season means 

Chesterfield and the St. Louis County Tax Pool will be without large sums of sales tax 

revenue.   

 

 
 

Michael R. Price 
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11/30/19   Stealing  pending                                                                   Chesterfield PD 

03/16/19   Leaving the Scene of an Accident  pending                          St. Louis City PD   

06/15/18   Felony Leaving the Scene of Accident  pending                   MO Hwy Patrol  

06/18/12   Felony Stealing  Guilty  8-years prison  reduced to 1-year   Festus PD    

04/29/12   Felony Drug Possession  Guilty  4-yrs prison                       St. Louis Co PD  

06/17/11   Poss of Drug Para  Guilty 60-days jail                                 Jefferson Co SO 

12/03/09   Driving While Revoked   Guilty                                             MO Hwy Patrol   

05/06/06   Felony Tampering W/Motor Veh (Auto Theft) Guilty 3-yrs    Stoddard Co SO 

02/23/05    Felony Stealing, Trespassing  3-yrs prison                          Eureka PD          

09/03/02   Felony Stealing and Assault  Guilty Prob revoked 3-yrs Town & Country PD       

 

Price also has dozens of traffic citations, numerous civil actions and non-support cases 

against him, 

 
 

There are 10 traffic violation warrants outstanding for Christian Tapley from St. Louis, 

Richmond Heights and Bel Ridge. 
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   Marquan Tyron Lee 

 

11/29/19   Driving While Revoked,  Poss of Marij pending           Chesterfield PD 

06/26/19   Non-Support    pending                                                St. Louis Co PA 

04/24/19   Driving While Revoked       warrant                              St. Louis City PD 

11/28/15   Possession of Marijuana   warrant                               Hazelwood PD 

 

 
Robert S. Lee of Kehrs Grove Drive  Clarkson Valley 

 

11/28/19    DWI  pending                                                               Chesterfield PD  

09/02/96    Speeding   Guilty                                                         MO Hwy Patrol 

07/05/99    Speeding  Guilty                                                          MO Hwy Patrol  

07/03/99    Speeding  Guilty                                                           Callaway Co SO   
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Lee M. Fjord  
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  Casey Owens Ellisville  

 

 

 
 

SHOPLIFTERS THEN BURGLARS THEN STUPID  A plain clothes officer in an 

unmarked car was looking for the suspects, who flagged him down and asked for a ride.  
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Michael Pribble 

 

12/02/19  Stealing, Trespassing Leaving Scene of Accident, Burglary   Chesterfield PD   

                Resisting Arrest  pending  

07/20/19   Felony Stealing, Tampering with Auto (Attempt Auto Theft)   O’Fallon PD 

06/17/19   Driving While Revoked  Guilty  $147 fine                                Warren Co SO  

05/23/19   Driving While Revoked  pending                                             Wright City PD 

06/06/18   Felony Marijuana Possession   Guilty  probation                    Lincoln Co SO   

03/17/17   arrested on 3/24/17 Stealing  Guilty 4-days jail                       Chesterfield PD            

10/22/16   Felony Tampering with Motor Veh  Guilty  Probation              Lincoln Co SO 
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05/20/16   Felony Drug Possession  Guilty  120-day shock prison          Troy PD 

09/13/14   Killing Wildlife Illegally           Guilty                                      Mo Dept of Cons                 

07/27/13   DWI   Guilty  Probation revoked $300 fine                              MO Hwy Patrol 

 

 Shelby Roettger 

12/02/19   Stealing, Trespassing, Leaving Scene of Acc, Burglary    Chesterfield PD 

                 Resisting arrest   pending  

07/19/17    Felony Drug Possession  Guilty 2-years prison                 Lincoln Co SO 

06/19/17    Driving While Suspended of Revoked Guilty 19-days jail  Lincoln Co SO  

09/30/14    Driving While Suspended or Revoked  Guilty                    Hawk Point PD 

11/19/13    Felony Drug Possession  Guilty sent 2015 4-years prison Lincoln Co SO 

06/06/13    Stealing  Guilty Probation Revoked  120-days jail           Lake St. Louis PD  

12/04/12   Felony Drug Possession  Guilty Probation revoked 4-yrs   Lincoln Co SO 

 

 

 
 

Kenneth A. Coleman 

 

12/02/19  DWI, Leaving Scene of Acc, other traffic, Poss of Marij           Chesterfield PD 

12/05/18  Driving While Revoked   pending                                             MO Hwy Patrol  

07/29/17  Driving While Revoked, Speeding    Guilty                         Town & Country PD    

09/01/15  Driving While Revoked, Speeding   Guilty                          Town & Country PD         

 



45 
 

 

 
 

 THANKSGIVING NIGHT:   (From the Police End of Watch Report) 

 
 

 

CHESTERFIELD CITY BUDGET GENERAL FUND PROJECTED TO BE $1,669,596 

IN THE BLACK.  (That really isn’t that much.  Here are the figures) 

2020 General Fund Revenues top line and expenses on second line. Budget excess is 

on third line.  

 

                                 

 

2020 BUDGET 

 

REVENUES EXPENDITURES TRANSFERS 

General Fund $21,204,718  ($19,535,122) ($7,891,624) 

Public Safety $3,660,947  ($11,552,571) $7,891,624  

Parks $8,890,045  ($8,793,640) $0  

Capital $5,679,178  ($5,754,546) $0  
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Forfeiture $50,000  ($50,000) $0  

Sewer Lateral $460,000  ($460,000) $0  

CV TIF $150,000  ($150,000) $0  

    

 

$40,094,888  ($46,295,879) $0  

  

$7,891,624  

 

  

($38,404,255) 

 

  

$1,690,633  

 The proposition P tax revenues are only $2,670,500.   

The $7,891,624 number is the subsidy from the General Fund that is 

transferred to the Public Safety Fund.  It is the shortfall between all 

public safety revenues (all sources) and the total expenses budgeted for 

public safety. 

 

 

 AQUATIC CENTER USER FEE INCREASES ROLLED BACK BY THE CITY 

COUNCIL: Fee and hours will change in 2020.  At the November 2019 Parks, 

Recreation and Arts Committee meeting the request by Parks Director Tom McCarthy to 

raise the annual fees for the Aquatic Center was presented.  Barb McGuiness and Tom 

DeCampi voted for the fee increases.  Dan Hurt however, wanted to roll back the 

increases. 

 

The matter came before the City Council on December 2, 2019.  Hurt again spoke 

saying the increases for residents were 11% in some case and only 6% for non-

residents.  Hurt moved to reduce the fee increase from $10 to $5 for residents and keep 

the original increases for non-residents.   Hurt’s motion passed and the measure 

passed 8-0 with both DeCampi and McGuinness both voting for the reduction. 
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Here are the number of season passes sold in 2019: 

 

 
 

SMALL POOL AND SPLASH POOL TO REMAIN OPEN ON WEEKDAYS FOR ALL 

OF AUGUST IF LIFEGUARDS ARE AVAILABLE.  The entire Aquatic center was to 

return to weekend hours of operation after August 17 when the majority of the college 

age lifeguards return to school. The city needs 14 lifeguards when the whole Aquatic 

Center is open with the large pool, water slide and River Walk area. 

 

However with a state law delaying the opening of public schools closer to September 1 

to help the State’s Tourism business it was mentioned in November by Councilwoman 

Barb McGuinness that the small pool and splash pool should be open for the smaller 

kids. 

 

Tom McCarthy said he’d try to keep the smaller section of the center open from 12 noon 

to 6:30 on weekdays as long as they could find lifeguards to cover the smaller area. But 

the water slides and bigger attractions would only be open on the weekends after 

August 17. 
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CHESTERFIELD TO TAKE OVER CLARKSON VALLEY MUNICIPAL COURT: The 

Village of Clarkson Valley’s court clerk is retiring at the end of the year.  Clarkson Valley 

asked the City of Chesterfield to take over its court operations.  

 

Currently Clarkson Valley has a multi-year contract with Chesterfield to provide police 

services.  The City Council on December 2 approved taking over the Clarkson Valley 

Court operations for $42,000 a year. 

 

Chesterfield City Attorney Chris Graville is currently the Prosecuting Attorney for 

Clarkson Valley.  Graville would lose that job and Chesterfield municipal PA Tim “deal 

away if you have a local defense attorney”  Engelmeyer  would take over the position. 

 

But fear not those people who have Graville reduce moving violations (that will increase 

insurance rates) to non-moving parking violations with $225 fines.  Engelmeyer does 

the same thing.  Local lawyers come first, grabbing cash comes second public safety is 

a distant third. In 2018 Graville reduced 265 serious moving violations to parking 

violations in Clarkson Valley (Graville reduced 1,792 moving violations to parking tickets 

in Ballwin in 2018).  Engelmeyer reduced 1,775 moving violations to no-point, no-driving 

record parking violations in 2018 in Chesterfield.  
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CHESTERFIELD RESIDENT, LAST PRESIDENT AND CEO OF VELVET FREEZE 

AND HUSAND TO COUNCILWOMAN DIES:  John McGuinness died on Tuesday 

December 3.  McGuinness was the last president of the St. Louis ice cream shop chain, 

Velvet Freeze. Velvet Freeze had 50 shops (many of them franchises) in Greater St. 

Louis and 20 in the Kansas City area. Neighborhood hangouts like Velvet Freeze began 

to die out as suburbs expanded and the retail districts were no longer adjoining 

residential housing.  Also people quit buying half gallons of ice cream at the ice cream 

store making the purchases at the supermarket. 

 

John kept the recipes and continued to operate the store he and his wife Barb owned on 

West Florissant in Jennings. The store is still open today Wednesday – Sunday. 

Chesterfield City Councilwoman Barb McGuinness still makes the famous Velvet 

Freeze flavors by hand. John had been ill for the last year. 

   
John McGuinness working the polls and with a customer in the Last Velvet Freeze on Earth 

 

LADUE MAN, DRUNK DRIVING ON THE WRONG SIDE OF LINDBERGH BLVD IN 

FRONTENAC.   William Miller, 65, of 1125 Thornwood Drive in Ladue was arrested by 

Frontenac police officers on May 4, 2019 for Driving the Wrong Direction on a Divided 

Road on Lindbergh at his own street, Thornwood.  Lindbergh is in Frontenac while 

everything from the curb to the east is in Ladue. There are large concrete dividers in the 

middle of Lindbergh where it intersects with Thornwood.  

  
S. Lindbergh at Throwood 

 



50 
 

Miller was also drunk.  This is not something new.  He was arrested for drunk driving in 

February of 2001 and was convicted five months later.  Then on October 21, 2003 he 

was arrested for DWI by the Town and Country Police and convicted on June 24, 2004. 

 

  
 

This time on May 4, 2019 he was arrested by Frontenac Police and a blood test showed 

his BAC to be .204% or two-and-half times over the legal limit.  

 

 Charges could not be filed until the lab results on the blood came back.  On   

September 27, 2019 he was charged and he was not arrested until November 19, 2019.   

 

Here are the charges and the Probable Cause Statement: 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS:  Over the years my wife has produced handmade Christmas 

Cards.  They started with pen and ink then watercolor drawings of Christmas trees.  

Last year her 2018 cards were all different and a combination of hand drawn plus 

inserting cut outs.  

 
Examples of 2018 cards 

 

This year her 2019 cards are all very unique.  They are a little more involved in design 

and take longer to complete so there are fewer cards this year. She obtained old books, 
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cards and stamps at estate sales and Goodwill Stores, cut out material and then 

created scenes.  Here are some examples of the 2019 cards:   

 

  
Front                                             Inside 

  
Front                                                 Inside 

   
Front                                       Inside 
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Front                                      Inside 

    
Front side                                         Back side                                 Inside 

    

                                                 Front                               Inside 
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FOOD:  THE HIGH END SYBERGS:  How we ate great food at dinner time without 

paying high prices. Back in May of 2017 I did a review of the Twisted Tree Restaurant 

in Sunset Hills, which is the high dollar version of Sybergs.  The review was not that 

favorable. 

 

However my wife and I have been back several times.  The dinner menu is like going to 

Annie Gunn’s for diner.  It is $$$$.  We recently we ate there during the dinner rush.  

The place was packed on a weeknight.  We sat at the bar and saw the dinner menu and 

gave it back.  We asked if there was a “Bar Menu” and there was.  Here is how we 

ended up leaving full, satisfied and with a carry out bag. 

 

       
Portion of dinner menu versus portion of the Bar Menu 

 

We decided to get the Prime Rib Melt and told the waitress we were going to split it. Our 

side was a salad, because I order a small serving of Syberg’s famous onion rings.  

 

The onion rings came out in less than five minutes, indicating a lot of people order them 

and for good reason.  They are at or near the top of the list for onion rings in St. Louis. 
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The “side” salad came out in a huge bowl.  Even though we were splitting our order our 

bartender/server made sure the salad came with both of our dressing choices.  There 

was so much of our side salad that we took half of it home and had two more salads the 

next day. 

 

    
 

  Our prime rib melt was hot, juicy and the meat was very tender.  We cut it in half and it 

was plenty for both of us. In fact we were so full, that we took the hot buttered grilled 

bread home that also came with the order.  
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Jimmy Cristo, the former owner of Jimmy’s on the Park in Clayton is still the night 

manager at the Twisted Tree.  On our way out we ran into Mr. Syberg who told us that 

the move from his current building housing the very popular family “Sybergs” in 

Chesterfield Valley into the larger building next door that had housed The Fox and 

Hound should be complete by the second week in December.  

  
 

  

 

CARTOONS 
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