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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 139 and Chesterfield 84 

         
By John Hofmann 

 

August 10, 2014 

 

FORMER TOWN AND COUNTRY LAWYER FILES WITH SUPREME 

COURT TO LIFT HIS DISBARMENT:  Karl Dickhaus, a former Town and 

Country resident who used to live in the Thornhill Estates subdivision, has applied with 

the Missouri Supreme Court to lift his disbarment to practice law.  Dickhaus was 

disbarred on March 11, 2009. Dickhaus now lives in Creve Coeur off of Spoede Road.   

 
Here is the high court's ruling in 2009:  

March 11, 2009 

Supreme Court No. SC89990 

In re: Karl W. Dickhaus, MBE # 47951 

ORDER 

The Chief Disciplinary Counsel having filed an information advising this Court of its 

findings, after investigation, that there is probable cause to believe Respondent, Karl W. 

Dickhaus, is guilty of professional misconduct and having filed with said information, 

pursuant to Rule 5.13, a notice of default, notifying the Court that Respondent, Karl W. 

Dickhaus, failed to timely file an answer or other response within the time required although 

Respondent was served pursuant to the provisions of Rule 5.18 and Rule 5.11 and, therefore, 

pursuant to Rule 5.13, Respondent is in default; and 

http://www.courts.mo.gov/courts/ClerkHandbooksP2RulesOnly.nsf/c0c6ffa99df4993f86256ba50057dcb8/0a63086eb583307a86256ca600521246?OpenDocument
http://www.courts.mo.gov/courts/ClerkHandbooksP2RulesOnly.nsf/c0c6ffa99df4993f86256ba50057dcb8/1ff1675d669139a286256ca600521216?OpenDocument
http://www.courts.mo.gov/courts/ClerkHandbooksP2RulesOnly.nsf/c0c6ffa99df4993f86256ba50057dcb8/abe43d0328623a8886256ca6005211f3?OpenDocument
http://www.courts.mo.gov/courts/ClerkHandbooksP2RulesOnly.nsf/c0c6ffa99df4993f86256ba50057dcb8/0a63086eb583307a86256ca600521246?OpenDocument
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It appearing Respondent is guilty of professional misconduct and should be disciplined;  

Now, therefore, it is ordered by the Court that the said Karl W. Dickhaus be, and he is hereby 

disbarred, that his right and license to practice law in the State of Missouri is canceled and 

that his name be stricken from the roll of attorneys in this State. 

 

It is further ordered that the said Karl W. Dickhaus comply in all respects with Rule 5.27 - 

Notification of Clients and Counsel. 

A fee of $2,000.00 pursuant to Rule 5.19(h) assessed against Respondent payable to the Clerk 

of this Court for the benefit of the Advisory Committee Fund. 

Costs taxed to Respondent. 

Day - to – Day 

______________________ 

Laura Denvir Stith 
 Chief Justice 

 

Dickhaus lived from 2005 to 2007 at 1924 Muir Woods Lane in the Thornhill 

Estates Subdivision and was considered by some in the subdivision as 

being a first class jerk. He used to hold court on Friday nights with Tim 

Welby at the subdivision pool adult cocktail parties. That was about the 

time I quit stopping by the pool. His wife filed for divorce on 02/12/07 and it 

was granted on 02/28/08.  

 

The first action against Dickhaus' law license came on December 19, 2006 

when his law license was suspended for six months due to three violations 

of profession misconduct.  However, the high court put Dickhaus on 

probation, allowing him to continue to practice law.  

 

On July 21, 2008 the Supreme Court found that Dickhaus had violated the 

probation of his suspension and the court suspended Dickhaus from 

practicing law for six months.  

 

In 2007 a malpractice lawsuit was filed against Dickhaus, his law partner, 

his law firm and another in the Macon County Circuit Court.  A jury's 

http://www.courts.mo.gov/courts/ClerkHandbooksP2RulesOnly.nsf/c0c6ffa99df4993f86256ba50057dcb8/1be65ae5ecaa2acf86256ca6005211d4?OpenDocument
http://www.courts.mo.gov/courts/ClerkHandbooksP2RulesOnly.nsf/c0c6ffa99df4993f86256ba50057dcb8/a2984120f552591d86256ca60052120e?OpenDocument
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judgment was entered against all the defendants on April 4, 2008 in the 

sum of $1,139,500.  Of that Dickhaus was responsible for $150,000.  He 

has not satisfied that judgment per records. 

 

On November 20, 2009 Dickhaus' car was to be sold at auction after being 

seized by court order to pay a portion of the judgment.  However that did 

not happen.  

 

Other judgments according to Casenet against Dickhaus include:  

 

$427              01/03/00  Small Claims                not yet satisfied  

$7,058           01/20/08  Back rent                      not yet satisfied 

$150,000       04/04/08   Malpractice judgment  not yet satisfied 

$53,259          04/28/08  Back Rent (White Building)  not yet satisfied 

$3,840            02/06/12   DOR Back taxes          satisfied on 06/27/14 

  

To avoid paying the malpractice judgment and losing his car Dickhaus filed for 

Bankruptcy in 2009.  The victims of his malpractice case filed in Bankruptcy Court that 

their judgment should not be protected by bankruptcy.  They lost.  

 

Despite being disbarred Dickhaus has a facebook page claiming to be a lawyer.  

 

DWI UPDATE:  Perhaps you remember Faith Raymer. She was the DWI suspect 

who told the arresting officer she bet she was the "hottest" person he had ever arrested.  

 

Faith pled guilty to the DWI in County Circuit Court on October 24, 2013 and got a 

sweet sentence from Judge Mary Schroeder.  She was giver an unsupervised 2-year 

probation term.  She moved to California and began posting weekly photos of her 

drinking and partying on her facebook page and on instragram that we were happy to 

repost.  Judge Schroeder revoked her probation and issued a warrant for her arrest for 

Failing to Appear in court to discuss her lack of paying court costs and other fees 

associated with her case. 

 

We heard from Faith when she sent us an email saying she didn't appreciate the 

coverage we were giving her and how she was turning her life around. The same day 

she posted some more explicit partying photos on facebook.  
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She is back from California and on June 6 she appeared to have totaled a car in the 

City of St. Louis judging from the photo she posted on facebook.  At about the same 

time she posted a new bar scene photo.   

 

On July 31 the warrant issued by Judge Schroeder was served and she was released 

on a $217 bond. The bond amount indicates no one was forwarding Raymer's lack of 

self-restraint photos to Judge Schroeder, but that Raymer had merely failed to pay all of 

the court costs and gotten her probation revoked.    
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DOCTOR'S ORPHANAGE IN INDIA QUITE A STORY:   The feature story by 

Stephen Deere in last week's Post-Dispatch with photos from the top photo journalist in 

St. Louis for four decades, J.B. Forbes was quite a piece. 

 

Not only was the story of Dr. Subbarnao Polineni, who lives at 1376 S. Mason Road and 

practices medicine in St. Peters, amazing...but the second story of  his using all of his 

retirement funds to start an orphanage/school in his hometown of 30,000 in India was 

just as fascinating.  At some point he claims he wants to sell his home on Mason Road 

and moved back to India and live at the orphanage.  

   
Dr. Poloineni might have a big house, but he is not wasting a lot of money on new cars. His newest car 

is 11 years-old. He also has a 35-year-old Benz and a 31-year-old Mercedes and a 22-year-old 

Audi and the newest, 11-year-old BMW. No new cars since he decided to build the orphanage.     

 

After reading this article it is hard not to sit down and write Dr. Polineni a note of thanks 

and include a check for his Orphanage "Bright Life Foundation." 

 

In case you did not read the article here is a link to it. 

 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/multimedia/special/india-two-worlds/html_b0500828-

5167-587f-837c-3721e1864922.html 

 

The one thing that ticked me off about this great feature article is that it never would 

have happened if it was not UNDERWRITTEN by the Press Club of Metropolitan St. 

Louis.  The idea that the Post-Dispatch cannot send two reporters to India for a week to 

do a feature story on a St. Louisian is pretty sad.  Especially when sending a 

sportswriter and sports columnist to either coast is no big deal.  When the paper was 

owned by Pulitzer, J.B. Forbes was sent all over the world. Now this kind of reporting 

has to be "underwritten."   

 

I'm sure executives at Lee Enterprises spend more money on a vacation than it cost to 

send Deere and Forbes to India.  
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THE EATING DISORDER CLINIC NOW HAS AN OPENING DATE:  Work has been 

going on in the William Bernoudy designed contemporary house at 13428 Conway 

Road that has been approved for a Eating Disorder Clinic. The house on 17 

acres of property originally was in the sights of Alderman Skip Mange who 

wanted to preserve it and use the property as a park. Luckily for the residents of 

Town and Country the house and property were bought by Dr. Kimberli McCallum 

to go with her clinics in Clayton, Webster Groves and Kirkwood.  

 

It has recently been reported that the clinics may be for sale as McCallum seeks private 

equity backing. If that occurred the there were simply be a name change on city permits.  

 

City Hall staffers report the Conway Road location is set to open in September.   Earlier 

this spring it appeared as if work had stopped at the house and McCallum's office 

had no comment when the clinic might open.     

 
 

NEW NEIGHBORS: New deer three at a time!  Photo taken on July 30 in the Thornhill 

Estates subdivision. An excellent reason why there needs to be some deer 

management (shooting) annually.  
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UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 84 

 
August 10, 2014 

 

By  John Hoffmann 

 

PROBLEMS WITH HAVING AIRPORTS:  Of course the airport was there first, 

so people should have a lot common sense when developing land adjacent to an 

airport. One should be careful and cities would be wise not to allow homes too close.    

 
The above map shows the current Wild Horse Creek Road Overlay District, which is all 

about zoning next to the Spirit of St. Louis Airport.  The green area is residential zoning.  

The orange and black bow line is Wild Horse Creek Road.  The area in gray is 

"neighborhood office" zoning only because it is too close to the airport for housing. 

Unfortunately it is behind residential property meaning it is not desirable to developers.   
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While attending this July meeting of the Chesterfield Planning and Public Works 

Committee I was not surprised when this topic came up, Ward-4 Councilwoman Connie 

Fults began talking like she was a local developer and not an elected official and this 

zoning was keeping her from sending kids to college.  

 

"The Arbors across the street could not be built in the bow tie," said Fults meaning the 

area north of Wild Horse Creek Road as if this was grossly unfair.  

 

It has been determined that the property next to this section of the airport is only 

affected by 65 DNLs. (That is Day-Night Airplane Landings.) This reduction in take offs 

and landing affecting this property apparently has caused the city to take a second look 

at changing the zoning.  

 

"Are we discouraging growth or development," asked Fults at one point when I was 

expecting her to put on her hard hat.       

 

     
 

Of course some might think a strong council would do their best to be sure future 

councils don't have to listen to people who bought a house next to an airport bitch about 

all the noise. 
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This older dated aerial view of the Spirit of St. Louis Airport shows the residential streets 

at the top of the photo with an undeveloped green buffer up to airport property.    

  
 

UPSET CONNIE CANNOT FIND ANYONE TO SECOND HER MOTION TO SPEND 

$250,000 FOR CHINESE HORSES THAT MANY FEEL ALREADY BELONG TO THE 

CITY:  At the July 21 Chesterfield City Council meeting most everyone, including seven 

of eight councilperson thought the ridiculous proposal from the Chesterfield Arts, Inc. for 

the city to buy two Chinese war horses for $250,000 (that many believed had been 

given to the city by the arts group) was over and done with. Between Chesterfield Mayor 

Bob Nation's promised veto and the apparent lack of votes, Chesterfield Arts withdrew 

their proposal.  

 

The independent arts group had said they would be out of operating funds effective 

August 31 without the $250,000 cash infusion plus the regular $100,000 from the city for 

arts programs during the year.  
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However, Councilwoman Connie Fults was the one person who could not read the 

writing on the wall.  At the end of the July 21 meeting Fults announced she would put 

the purchase proposal on the agenda for the August 4 City Council meeting. 

   
At the beginning of the meeting the public spoke on the matter.  Mary Brown spoke of 

the great things Chesterfield Arts has done in the last 20 years.  She actually never  

mentioned dropping a quarter of a million bucks of tax money for the horses that in 2010 

were a gift to the city. 

 

Next Wendy Geckeler, another arts patron spoke.  On my notepad I wrote, "blah, blah, 

blah"...but then Wendy said something really remarkable. 

 

"As a taxpayer I expect the city to use money to keep our city vibrant....I expect part of 

my tax money to be spent in community arts, which in turn 

increases economic activity which creates more tax dollars," she said.  (I'm not sure 

how two P.F. Chang's style horses in front of the city hall have increased sales tax 

revenue...but that is the take of Ms. Gekler.)  
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A mother of a child with Down's Syndrome spoke about how one specific program 

offered by Chesterfield Arts has helped her child.  

 

Richard Corbett of Ellisville weighed in on the matter and wanted to hold a Q & A. 

 

"What is the status of the Chesterfield Master Arts Plan and isn't Chesterfield Arts the 

primary agent for that plan?" 

 

He was told by Mayor Nation that the plan is still in place, but the city can always pick 

another group to be the plan's agent. 

 

Alan Politte requested to speak last and his request was granted.  Politte suggested 

there was no rush to decide anything tonight (expect that Chesterfield Arts would 

officially run out of money).  "Bring this back in house," suggested Politte.  His 

suggestion would not be well received by Fults.      

 Alan Politte suggesting the Council have the city take over Arts. 

 

Pollitte may have been the last citizen to speak, but I saved the only person to address 

the Council who made any sense last for my recap. He was Jack Hines. 

 

"I appear to protest use of taxpayer funds to support a non-profit organization," said 

Hines. "This is not a taxpayer responsibility." 
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Hines also reminded that Chesterfield Arts is only a Chesterfield organization but that its 

user base consists of people from all over West County.  

 

After the citizen comments the only Council meeting in August started. Fults made a 

motion to purchase the two Chinese Horses from Chesterfield Arts for $250,000.  That 

was followed by dead silence. Of the five other councilpersons at the meeting (Bruce 

DeGroot was out of town and Nancy Greenwood was sick) there was nary a peep. 

There was never a vote.  Mayor Bob Nation announced that the motion failed for lack of 

second.  

 

That is when things got interesting.  

 

Councilman Dan Hurt made a motion for the city hall staff to investigate the feasibility of 

having an in-house "Arts Director" under the Parks 

Director.  Councilman Barry Flachsbart immediately seconded the motion.  This caused 

Fults to roll her eyes at the compromise suggestion.  

 
Here is some of the give and take: 

 

Hurt:  It's not about the horses.  It is how we pursue it (having arts related programs)  
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Flachsbart:  There is no chance the council will buy horses for $250,000.  The City of 

Chesterfield did not cause the decline of Chesterfield Arts.  

 

Fults:  We need to have a discussion.  At no point did they (Chesterfield Arts) ask for 

government to take them over.  Now we'll bring it back in-house and stick it into a corner 

and say we have it. 

 

Hurt:  I don't think it is our responsibility to finance Chesterfield Arts.  Three years ago 

we laid off police officers.  We have just now brought back those positions. Local 

government is about streets and police first.  I'm not going to spend $250,000 for horses 

and not have money for school resource offices.   

 

City Administrator Mike Herring:  You can't vote on anything that is not on the 

agenda. (It seems like Herring was trying to avoid work during the big vacation month.)  

Mike Casey (left) listens as City Administrator 

Mike Herring (center) says they can't have a motion to direct staff.  Mayor Bob Nation (right) doesn't look 

impressed with his comment.  Sometimes I'm amazed at some of the rude things Herring says or does, 

as if he forgets the council is running things.  I think it would serve him well to sit next to city Clerk Vickie 

Hess off the dais. That way he might be more inclined to only speak when spoken to.   

 

Flachsbart:  Of course we can make a motion and vote for the city staff do provide 

information to us without it being on the agenda.  

 Flachsbart wanting to speak again and again, but never 

raised his voice like Fults did on a regular basis.  
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Flachsbart:  (Who is now upset with the idea of this issue getting sent to a committee) 

This is not an issue that should be bottled up in a committee. It should be heard by a 

special committee of the council as a whole."   

 

Mike Casey:  I think this should be discussed in the Finance and Administration 

Committee.  (Guess who the chairman of the F&A Committee is?)  

 

Elliot Grissom:  I don't like it.  Its "we are going out of business or give us $250,000." 

Chesterfield Arts needs to quit worrying about horses. The city has not withdrawn a cent 

to Chesterfield Arts. It is their other funding sources that have disappeared.    

 

Fults:  It should be the committee as a whole. But, I'm not going to go (to the meeting)  

if we are just going to bring it in-house. 

 

Derek Grier (Boy Councilman): I felt my hands are tied.  It was either $250,000 for the 

horses or nothing.  They (Chesterfield Arts) don't have a plan. 

 

Flachsbart:  We still need a committee of the whole. 

 

Fults:  I have a problem if we are directing staff to bring it in house. Staff comes up with 

a way to keep Chesterfield Arts viable... 

 

Nation:  Our general fund budget for this year is $21-million.  $250,000 is what 

Chesterfield Arts wants is more than one-percent of our general fund budget.  

 Bob Nation looking right at Connie Fults trying to 

explain the economic facts of life.   

 

Fults:  It is cheaper to infuse the program than to go in-house. 
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After the dust up, Hurt's motion was withdrawn, Herring was finally convinced that the 

conscious of the council was for him to have the staff look at the costs and advantages 

or disadvantages of an Arts program being brought in-house and report back to the 

council.    

 

The horses were still in front of city hall as the meeting ended. 

   

 

FOLLOW THE MONEY:  

 

JANE CUNNINGHAM HANDS OVER MOST OF HER CAMPAIGN FUNDS TO RICK 

STREAM:  If I'm reading this right, the last time Monarch fire District Board member 

Jane Cunningham reported the balance in her campaign fund was earlier this year 

when she has $83,195. Much of the money was left from Jane's senate campaigns.    

 

On July 24, 2014 she gave $75,000 to the campaign of Rick Stream, Republican 

candidate running for County Executive. That leaves Jane with just $8,195 in her 

campaign bank account.  While Cunningham is a big fan of Streams, I have to admit 

that the size of the contribution telegraphed several things:  

 

First of all when Jane's six year term with Monarch is over she will be 73-years-old. I 

have a feeling she is not interested in another race. However, I found it a little odd that 

she did not hold back some money to contribute to Monarch Board President Robin 

Harris when he runs for re-election next year.  Firefighters Local 2665 is sure to find a 

candidate to oppose Harris and that candidate will likely be well funded.  

 

If Harris would lose his reelection bid that would mean Local 2665 would have control of 

the fire board again as Steven Swyers had their backing when he was elected and for 

the most part has voted favoring the union position in important matters. 

 

Jane being the minority member of the fire board for two or four years of her term would 

not be pleasant experience.  

 

FIRE DISTRICT NEWS:  THE RUMOR THAT WON'T GO AWAY.  LARGE SCALE 

THEFT KEEPS BUBBLING TO THE SURFACE. In June when I was suspect of the 

sincerity of the resignation of Richard Rognan as the President of the West County EMS 

and Fire Protection District only one of several people I called knew about his arrest for 

Patronizing Prostitution in a sting by the Velda City Police.  That tip led to us obtaining 

the police report and posting it on our website, which in turn led to our one day high for 

website visitors at 465 and a week of 100-to-200 visitors a day.  
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However, that was from information from just one person I contacted. Five people, 

including the one who knew about the prostitution sting all had another story they 

claimed involved Rognan indirectly.  

 

They claimed that Rognan as a CPA had become even closer with the Firefighter 

Union, Local 2665, by being hired by new Board of Directors that are controlled by the 

Union.  The audits found wrong doing and entire command staffs at the Wentzville and 

O'Fallon Fire Districts were fired. The sources say the audits by Rognan had different 

findings that the prior recent audits of the districts.  Monarch's Fire Chief Tom Vineyard 

before his contract was not renewed at the end of year quit and took the job as Chief at 

O'Fallon, one of the districts with a new pro union board that got rid of the old command 

staff thanks to a Rognan audit.  Susan Weich of the Post-Dispatch wrote about one of 

the audits. 

 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/stcharles/audit-questions-wentzville-fire-s-spending-

practices/article_27d634b6-08f3-5b6f-a6df-81ae52e1db25.html 

 

That was the first part of the story.  The other part is that a supervisor with a Fire District 

in West St. Louis County who held an elected position within the union had embezzled 

$82,000 from the Union's "Flower fund."  Flower funds are traditionally closely 

associated with local political campaigns among other things. This came from the three 

sources in June and two new sources in July who had contacted me. If people are 

contacting me, this information clearly has made the rounds of area fire stations.   

 

All five of the people gave me the same name of the firefighter-supervisor/union leader.  

They also all claimed that the person has kept his job because the union did not want 

the bad publicity connected with felony charges and never called the police.  

 

We will keep our ear to the ground if anything else bubbles up.                    

  

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO DON'T READ THE POST-DISPATCH: On Monday July 

28 Post-Dispatch editorial writer Deb Peterson wrote a "Fair or Foul" piece attacking 

Jane Cunningham for the suspension for 2-days of Capt. Chris Gelven for going to the 

media about security measures the fire district implemented to protect people sitting at 

the dais during Fire District Meetings. 

 

Deb Peterson was the Post-Dispatch's around town gossip columnist for several years, 

but really did not seem to be much of a late night person, at least it appeared that way 

from reading her columns. She then moved to the editorial page as one of the three 
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main editorial writers. The former Kirkwood resident now lives in the liberal Mecca of St. 

Louis, the CWE.  If you missed her piece here it is: 

FOUL: Calamity in the Monarch Fire 

Protection District 

FOUL: Complaining about the boss is an inalienable right, isn’t it? 

Not in the Monarch Fire Protection District, it isn’t. The board of the west St. Louis County 

district, under the leadership of former state Sen. Jane Cunningham, R-Chesterfield, has 

suspended fire Capt. Chris Gelven for two days without pay. He is the Monarch shop steward for 

the International Association of Fire Fighters Local 2665. 

His offense? Complaining about the boss. 

Ms. Cunningham was elected to Monarch on a promise to rein in the firefighters’ union. In the 

Monarch district, as well as in many of the more than two dozen fire districts in the region, union 

firefighters have dominated board elections with petty politics. Ms. Cunningham aimed to put a 

stop to that by out petty-politicking them. 

Ms. Cunningham had barely taken office last year before she and board president Robin Harris 

voted to ban the yearly wearing of pink shirts by Monarch firefighters in honor of breast cancer 

awareness. The shirts bore a union logo. 

In April, the Monarch board bought some used bulletproof vests. The plan was to use them to 

line a low wall in the district’s meeting room that separates the board members from the public. 

Genius. 

It was an absurd idea; Mr. Gelven’s offense was to say so. He told the Post-Dispatch and other 

media outlets about the plan, which he said “sounded absolutely ridiculous.” 

He also said he suspected the vests were a ploy to make the public think that firefighters posed a 

threat to the board. Bingo. 

In her years in the Legislature, Ms. Cunningham feuded with gays, public school teachers and 

anti-tea partiers as well as unions, and sometimes refused to talk to the media. She criticized Mr. 

Gelven for doing so. This month, after two closed meetings, the board issued a suspension. 

To recap: A man who is expected to run into burning buildings loses two days’ pay for calling 

out his bosses’ dumb moves. 

That’s a calamity, Jane. 

— Deborah Peterson 
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Clearly Cunningham is a wonderful target.  I have written a couple columns for 

patch.com about some of her antics as a senator.  But this Peterson piece is blatantly 

unfair. Employees cannot discuss internal security...regardless of what they think of 

them.  What is the point of telling the public the secrets of a security plan or system?  It 

kind of makes it pointless doesn't it.  Frankly if I was writing the editorial I would have 

asked why Gelven wasn't fired.  

 

Here is Cunningham's response to Peterson's editorial.     

 

Dear Editor- 

 

               THE CALAMITY IS FIRE UNION VS TAXPAYERS 

 

Since Deborah Peterson redefines disclosing confidential security measures as "complaining about the 

boss", I call on the Post Dispatch to be transparent about all security measures or equipment they have 

in place to protect its staff. 

 

My guess is if Ms. Peterson gave out keys to locks at the Post or security entry codes to the public, and 

called the Post "absolutely ridiculous" for installing them, her boss would react in an appropriate 

manner as did a unanimous Monarch Fire Board when safety measures were compromised. 

 

Your editorial has key inaccuracies which you use to take pot shots when you know elected officials 

cannot comment on personnel issues. 

 

The point is, the government employees fire union #2665 that rules over most of St. Louis County, into 

St. Charles County and beyond, is like a shadow government.  They demand donations to their Political 

Action Committee from all members and use that money, typically in the $30,000 to $100,000 range per 

candidate, to elect union-controlled directors to public fire boards.  Citizens who just want to serve 

cannot compete with that kind of machine.  The union-backed directors ensure the union owns both 

sides of the bargaining table allowing the union to dictate their own salaries, benefits and time off and 

who gets hired and fired.   

 

When individuals with a high school education can earn a compensation package of close to $130,000 

for working 2.25 (twenty-four hour) days per week, with three months off annually, it should sound off 

an alarm to the Post and to voters of who is watching the hen house. The Monarch Fire Protection 

District is one of the few governments to be totally open with salaries and expenses which can be found 

on our Transparency Portal 

at http://monarchfpd.hackmultimedia.com/index.php?82#sthash.Nv9SPQoC.dpbs 

 

Speaking of inaccuracies in your editorial, you will not find an expenditure of taxpayer dollars for bullet 

proof vests.  You should check your facts before you report. 

http://monarchfpd.hackmultimedia.com/index.php?82#sthash.Nv9SPQoC.dpbs
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Additionally, amid much complaining from the fire union, Monarch may be the only government that 

opened collective bargaining negotiations to the public and press.  You would expect the Post to be 

praising that unprecedented access.   

 

It is interesting that the Post defends inappropriate union behavior in one instance and in a back to back 

publication reports on the same kind of bullying tactics to intimidate fellow firefighters who do not take 

orders from the union (http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/lawsuit-by-former-fire-

marshal-in-wentzville-claims-firefighters-forced/article_b2a0dfbc-2b5b-52ce-92f7-53e844ca01b3.html). 

 

Jane Cunningham, Monarch Fire Protection District Director 

   

Fair or Foul:  Peterson's illogical attack on Cunningham was published in Monday July 

28th edition of the Post-Dispatch.  Cunningham's response was published in the 

Saturday August 2 edition.  Saturday editions go to subscribers only and are not 

available at newsstand locations. They have the smallest circulation of any weekly 

edition. 

Was it fair of the Post-Dispatch to print Cunningham's response to a Monday editorial in 

the Saturday paper? 

 

SUGGESTION FOR CARLIE: Perhaps you remember Carlie Hertel from Wildwood who 

was arrested for felony Destruction of Property after doing $3,000 worth of damage to a 

car on the Jewish Community Center parking lot in Chesterfield. Her motive was that 

she did not like the way it was parked.   Here is a suggestion I found on facebook that 

might be helpful for Carlie in the future, without damaging the vehicle.   

 

       

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/lawsuit-by-former-fire-marshal-in-wentzville-claims-firefighters-forced/article_b2a0dfbc-2b5b-52ce-92f7-53e844ca01b3.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/lawsuit-by-former-fire-marshal-in-wentzville-claims-firefighters-forced/article_b2a0dfbc-2b5b-52ce-92f7-53e844ca01b3.html
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LOBBYISTS REPORT:  Self proclaimed big shot lawyer and next Speaker of the 

Missouri House if he doesn't lose to a wimpy Democrat (like I did) in November, Million 

Dollar John Diehl accepted $55 in Cardinal tickets for a June 2 game from super 

lobbyist John Bardgett, who claimed he was representing the Cardinals when giving 

Diehl the tickets. (Bardgett also represents Phillip Morris, one of America's largest mass 

murders. We only mention because of a June $12,000 contribution Diehl accepted.)    

 

What is amazing is the seats...just $55 in tickets from the Cardinals' lobbyist. That is not 

even box seats behind the plate! Representative Rick Stream (R Kirkwood) who is 

running for County Executive got $293 in Cardinal tickets from a liquor lobbyist in May.     

 

Diehl, his family and staff have collect $1,540 in free stuff from lobbyists so far in 2014. 

We last reported in our July 26 Newsletter (Ex-Alderman Newsletter 137) how Diehl in 

just the second quarter of 2014 brought in $144,020 in new contributions. The next full 

report will not be available until October 15.  However here are the contributions of 

$5,000 of more Diehl has collected in just July.     

 

C081331 07/01/2014 
FRIENDS 

OF DIEHL 

BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF 

KANSAS CITY 2301 MAIN 

STREET KANSAS CITY MO 

64108  

6/30/2014 $9,500.00 

C081331 07/01/2014 
FRIENDS 

OF DIEHL 

LEWIS & CLARK LEADERSHIP 

FUND PO BOX 1013 ST 

CHARLES MO 63302  

6/30/2014 $15,000.00 

C081331 07/14/2014 
FRIENDS 

OF DIEHL 

EXPRESS SCRIPTS ONE 

EXPRESS WAY ST LOUIS MO 

63121  

7/14/2014 $10,000.00 

C081331 07/18/2014 
FRIENDS 

OF DIEHL 

LEWIS & CLARK OZARKS 

MOUNTAIN FORUM 1736 E 

SHUNSHINE ST STE 402 

SPRINGFIELD MO 65804  

7/17/2014 $25,000.00 

C081331 07/30/2014 
FRIENDS 

OF DIEHL 

MISSOURI HOSPITAL 

ASSOCIATION PO BOX 60 

JEFFERSON CITY MO 65102  

7/29/2014 $10,000.00 
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In June of 2014 Diehl accepted $12,000 from a group that has killed 

millions of Americans, RAI of Winston-Salem AKA RJ Reynolds Tobacco, the makers of 

Camel, Salem and Winston cigarettes. One has to think RAI wants to see that Missouri 

has the lowest cigarette taxes in America.  Ironically in July Diehl took money from Blue 

Cross/Blue Shield, an insurance company that has to pay to treat people with lung 

cancer, Express Scripts and the Missouri Hospital Associations.  

 

Even more irony was that the second quarter saw Diehl's largest contributor being the 

$12,000 from the murderous RJ Reynolds Tobacco people, while his opponent in 

November Al Gerber's largest contributor ($250) was a Christian Scientist associated 

with Principia College in Elsah, Illinois, where they don't believe in doctors or medicine.         

State Rep. 

 

Sue Allen took a $30 meal from a lobbyist for the Cerner Corporation. Sue and staff 

have taken $1,305 of gifts from lobbyists in 2014. 

 

ELECTION DAY:  The Big Losers:   

 

We listed these just last week...but here are the top 10 contributors to the Road Sales 

Tax Amendment...as they are the biggest losers and dopes of the past week...backing 

an issue that was soundly defeated without much of an organized opposition. 

 

$649,398     Industry Advancement Fund Heavy Constructors Association Jefferson City 

$400,000    Intrl Union of Operating Engineers  Washington, DC/Kansas City  

$150,000     Emery Sapp & Sons Inc  Columbia, MO  Road Construction  

$150,000     APAC  Overland Park, Kansas  Road contractors 

$150,000     Kiewit Infrastructure Co. Littleton, Colorado road construction 

$100,000     Western MO & KS Laborers Kansas City, MO 

$85,435       Assoc General Contractors of St. Louis 

$75,000       Pace Construction  Overland, MO  

$75,000       Herzog Contracting Co  St. Joseph, MO  

$75,000       Regional Business Council   Clayton, MO  

 

The biggest winners of the election were the TV stations running all Amendment 7 

Road Sales Tax commercials along with the  ads during every commercial break of 

either Steve Stenger or Charlie Dooley. 
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Biggest surprise:  It wasn't that Steve Stenger won, but it was that County Executive 

Charlie Dooley only got 30.5-percent of the vote.  

 

SECOND SURPRISE:  Maybe this wasn't that big of a surprise...but it was clear that 

money won out over name and face recognition as realtor and Ballwin alderman Mark 

Harder beat Ellisville Mayor Adam Paul by 604 votes.   Harder had raised four times 

more money than Paul, mostly from realty groups and other Republican politicians.  The 

money coming from established politicians to Harder tells me they were afraid of Paul's 

independent streak, but in a Democratic controlled council that is exactly what you want.  

 

I have to wonder if former Ballwin mayor Walter Young, who had no chance in winning, 

but grabbed 1,699 votes didn't keep Paul from getting a victory.  It was like Ross Perot 

grabbing conservative votes in 1992 that allow Bill Clinton to beat George H.W. Bush.    

 

I hope Paul runs for reelection in Ellisville and keeps that city on track after the 

devastating period of the Matt Pirrello controlled majority. 

 

 GARDEN PARTY:  For a number of years the people who volunteer and tend to the 

gardens on the east side of Queeny Park don't get enough praise.  Year after year their 

work outshines the Mason Ridge Garden Club at Longview Park.  

     

    
 

Normally the flower beds in front of the barn/office area are outstanding, but recently the deer did a job on 

them.  However the beds leading up to the office are always a treat.   
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The beds on the opposite side of the hedges from the sidewalk beds were looking great. Flower Pot Pete 

might be better than MoDOT's Orange Barrel Bob.  

 

 

FOOD:  THE HANGER GRILL:  I had been meaning to go to the Hanger Grill on Long 

Road at Edison Road for several years and never made it until last week when I ate 

there three times in eight days. Every Wednesday and Saturday is "Steak Night" with a 

steak, salad and loaded baked potato for $15.95. 

 

Our steaks on two different occasions were cooked perfectly.  They tasted as good as a 

Tucker's Steaks.  The baked potato was just as tasty as the extra big one you get at 

Tuckers.   

 

The difference is at Tuckers you get a basket of excellent rolls and the salad dressing is 

tastier.  However at the Hanger you get cloth napkins.  The one other thing of note is 

that normal tables and chairs are limited and much of the seating area has high tables 

and stools.    

 

Everyone who has gone with us have tried different sandwiches with no complaints.  My 

wife raved about the Gyro.  
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High Tables and stools                     A very tasty gyro.                      On Wed nights Chesterfield resident  

                                                                                                                 Tom Byrnes does trivia from 7:30 to 9:30 

The Hanger is a neighborhood place where if you go there several times, the staff 

knows you, much like Smitty's.  However, Smitty's does have a larger menu selection, 

has the best chicken tenders in the region and remains our favorite bar/restaurant in 

Chesterfield, but the Hanger is a close second.     

 

 

BASEBALL...LAST OF GREAT BROADCASTING TRIO DIES:  It was sad to read of 

the passing of former Atlanta Braves and WTBS broadcaster Pete Van Wieren.  For 

someone who moved away from St. Louis to American League cities (Kansas City and 

then to Maryland14 years before the Washington Nationals existed) the Braves 

broadcasts on WTBS plus the Cubs and White Sox broadcasts on WGN were the best 

baseball on TV...at least thanks to the announcing teams. 

 

Skip Caray, Webster Groves High School grad and son of Harry Caray, Van Wieren and 

Ernie Johnson were always entertaining regardless how bad the Braves were. In 1982 

after spending our first year in an apartment my wife went out to look for a house in the 
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Kansas City North area.  My only comments were the place had to get cable service 

that included WTBS and WGN, so I could watch National League baseball and Cardinal 

games against the Cubs and Braves.  Ernie Johnson died in 2011 and Skip died sitting 

on his patio before leaving to go to Braves game in 2008.  

 

 

    
Circa 1977 photo of left to right, Skip Caray, Ernie Johnson and Pete Van Wieren. 

 

MEDIA WATCH: I rarely put in this newsletter jokes I get by email. However, a longtime 

reader sent me this one, which met my first criteria for putting in the newsletter...it made 

me laugh.    

 

An Easy Guide to Keeping American Newspaper Reading in Perspective: 

  

  

1.   The Wall Street Journal is read by the people who run the country. 

  

2.   The Washington Post is read by people who think they run the country. 

  

 3.   The New York Times is read by people who think they should run the country, and who are 

very good at crossword puzzles. 

  

 4.   USA Today is read by people who think they ought to run the country but don't really 

understand The New York Times. They do, however, like their statistics shown in pie charts. 

  

 5.   The Los Angeles Times is read by people who wouldn't mind running the country, if they 

could find the time -- and if they didn't have to leave Southern California to do it. 

  

 6.   The Boston Globe is read by people whose parents used to run the country. 
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7.   The New York Daily News is read by people who aren't too sure who's running the country 

and don't really care as long as they can get a seat on the train. 

  

8.   The New York Post is read by people who don't care who is running the country as long as 

they do something really scandalous, preferably while intoxicated. 

  

 9.   The Miami Herald is read by people who are running another country, but need the baseball 

scores. 

  

 10.  The San Francisco Chronicle is read by people who aren't sure if there is a country or that 

anyone is running it; but if so, they oppose all that they stand for. 

  

 11.  The National Enquirer is read by people trapped in line at the supermarket. 

  

 12.  The Key West Citizen is read by people who have recently caught a fish and need 

something to wrap it in. 

 

 

 

MUSIC:  The Dave Dickey Big band made their usual "Fourth Sunday of the Month" 

appearance at the Kirkwood Brewing Station this July. Briefly sitting in was Wyatt 

Forhan, a high school freshman playing with college music professors and other 

professional musicians.  I first saw Wyatt play with a big band that included strings at 

the Sheldon at a CD release party for saxophone great Larry Johnson. Wyatt was in the 

7th grade and was one of Larry's students in St. Charles. Wyatt is also an accomplished 

pianist and is study under Webster University piano adjunct professor, Carolbeth True.   

We heard he is really a triple as he is a pretty good drummer.   
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Tom Heitman well know St. Louis area big band vocalist most recently associated with 

the Steve Shankman big band, did eight Sinatra arrangements.  Band leader Dave 

Dickey looks from the side of the stage.   

 

SAXOPHONES TO THE RIGHT...SAXOPHONES TO THE LEFT:  Wednesday July 23 

was sax night at Sasha's on DeMun with Jim Manley surrounded with by Larry Johnson 

to the his right (our left) and Joe Bayer on his left (our right).  
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CARTOONS: I hate to say this but there were not many funny cartoons last week.  

 

 
 

 
 

 


