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During the pandemic with people staying at home, traffic crashes (accidents) are down 

over 50%, but traffic citations and DWI arrests are up.  Burglaries are up almost 50% 

but the rest of the crime is at about the same level as in 2019, with on exception.  Drug 

possession cases are way up with 69 arrests in 2020 so far versus 24 through October 

in 2019.  If you are a regular reader when we list arrests made by the Town and Country 

Police every month you should have noticed a big increase is suspects with lengthy 

records from North County and St. Louis. 

 

 

SAY HELLO-O AND SAY GOODBYE:  Houses to be torn down and new houses to be 

built in Town and Country: 

 

Goodbye:  19 West Pointe Lane Ward 1 

 

 
4-bedroom 3.5 baths 2,586 sq feet on a 1.05 acre lot built in 1956 

 

Coming soon 19 West Pointe Lane   4,775 square feet 4 + bedrooms 5 ½ baths.  
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2436 Oak Springs Lane  Ward 1   Already torn down:.  It was built in 1959 and was 

2,056 sq feet with 3 bedrooms 2 baths on 1.02 acre. 

 

 
 

Coming Soon 2436 Oak Springs:  2- story 5,155 Sq ft 5 bedrooms 5-baths 2 ½ bath 
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291 Pointe Conway Hill Court This is a new subdivision. The house is on 1 acre. It will 

be just under 5,000 sq feet with four bedrooms and 5.5+ baths. The lot was sold on 

October 22. 

 

 
 

The new houses being advertised on the web are different from what is before the 

Architectural Review Board: 
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 Former designs on the web: 
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CHECKING OUT THE $10,000,000 DALTON GATHERING PLACE:  On the Saturday 

after Thanksgiving we went to the Dog Park at Queeny Park off Mason Road around 

3:30.  It was amazing there were over 200 cars at Queeny and people were sitting in 

their cars waiting for people to leave. The same was true at the Dog Park.  There were 

no parking spaces and people and dogs were lined up on the road down the hill waiting 

for people to leave.  I did not have my camera and when we finally left it was getting 

dark so I did not check out the lack of anybody at the Town Square. 

 

So on the Sunday after T-Day (November 29) I decided to check out our $10,000,000 

Town Square that has greatly increase the annual budget deficits against the other 

nearby gathering places. It was overcast but warm with temps in the mid-50s. 

 

2:40PM  The Town Square:  The two businesses were open.  The boutique and the 

Nail Salon were open with very little business.  There was a total of six cars at the Town 

Square, three apparently belonging to workers at the Boutique and nail salon.  I saw two 

dogs being walked by a total of 3-people. 
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LONGVIEW FARM PARK:  There were 25 cars which is not that many, but clearly a 

number of people from nearby subdivisions walked to the park. 
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QUEENY PARK MASON ROAD SIDE: It was not completely full with motorists waiting 

for spots on Sunday.  Instead it was about 85% full in the upper lot and about 60% full 

for the dog park. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

It looks like people are deciding to gather at places other than the “Dalton $10,000,000 

Town Square Gathering Place.” 

 

TOWN SQUARE DEAD TREES:  Several months ago we wrote about how the city 

planted trees to hide the rear of stores, trash dumpsters and loading docks of the 

Mason Village Shopping Center from the Town Square and how the city did not 

maintain the trees allowing them to die.  I was told in the early fall that the city basically 

killed the trees by not watering them and they would be replaced.   
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You would think they would want to do this before winter but apparently it is not going to 

happened.  $10,000,000 only goes so far. Spending money for water to keep trees alive 

is not an expense in the city’s Town Square plans.  

        
 

ORIGINAL COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT MASON ROAD SIDEWALK BEING 

RETURNED.  It was originally the Sidewalk to Nowhere after Mayor Jon Dalton killed 

the project to have a sidewalk on Mason Road from Clayton Road to Queeny Park.  

Originally the city was going to pay between $12,000 and $18,000 with $88,000 covered 

by a grant.  However, five residents refused to sell a portion of their front yard to the city 

and Mayor Dalton refused to use eminent domain.  

 

Next former Alderwomen and Parks Commission Cahir, Lynn Wright pushed for an 8-

foot wide sidewalk she called a trail over the existing sidewalk that stops at a gated 

subdivision of rich people who were against the sidewalk.  

 

That got approved and construction began in October of 2018.  For two days two blocks 

of the existing sidewalk got torn up and then construction came to an abrupt stop and 

never started again. The City failed to get permission for the project from the County 

Highway Department.  Three months later Public Works Director Craig Wilde resigned. 

 

Now the city has to rebuild the sidewalk they torn up.  Before construction could start 

new engineering had to be done since the city’s contractor in 2018 changed the ground 

levels.   

 

HOW SMART OR HOW STUPID?  Now finally the project has started.  Yes another 

brilliant Town and Country construction project. It’s the first week of December with 

overnight temps below freezing isn’t exactly a great time to do concrete work. 
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JOHN MINEO’S OWNER DIES.  HIGH END RESTAURANT NOW RUN BY A 

CONVICTED FELON:  John Mineo, Sr. the owner and operator of John Mineo’s 

restaurant in the Mason Village Shopping Center died on November 18.  It is interesting 

to see who will be officially running the restaurant.  

  
The question who will be on the State and City liquor license, since the “General 

Manager” of the restaurant is John Mineo, Jr. a convicted felon who served time in a 

Federal Prison.  Convicted felons are barred from holding liquor licenses. We learned 

that Mineo’s mother Anna will be the sole person on the liquor license, she had been 

listed with John Mineo, Sr.     

 

Mineo, Jr was convicted in 2007 with inner city high school basketball coach Floyd Irons 

(who had been caught using out of district and even out of state players on his St. Louis 

City public high school teams causing Vashon to forfeit a number of State 

championships) and Michael Noll.  They were all sentenced in 2008 to Federal prison 

for mail and wire fraud while conducting a million-dollar mortgage fraud scheme.  Mineo 

was also ordered to make a $1-million restitution. At the time Mineo worked at a 

mortgage brokage firm. Missouri Liquor Control agents might still be interested in this if 

Mineo, Jr. is actually the operator of the Restaurant and Bar.  

           
Convicted Federal felons Mineo and Irons. 
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For readers new to the area after 2008 here is a brief article from the St. Louis Business 

Journal concerning the convictions and sentencing of Mineo, Jr. and his co-defendants.   

  

 

Irons, Noll, Mineo sentenced for 
mortgage fraud scheme 
 

 

Mar 25, 2008, 11:45am CDT Updated Mar 25, 2008, 11:45am CDT 

Floyd Irons, former Vashon High School basketball coach, Michael Noll and John 
Mineo Jr. were all sentenced to at least 12 months in jail on wire and mail fraud 
charges in connection with a million dollar mortgage fraud scheme, U.S. Attorney 
Catherine Hanaway announced Tuesday. 

Irons, who pleaded guilty in September, was sentenced to 12 months in prison 
and was ordered to pay restitution of $653,147 to the victim lending institutions. 
Noll, who pleaded guilty in October, was sentenced to 20 months in prison, and 
Mineo Jr., who pleaded guilty in September, was sentenced to 12 months and 1 
day in prison and ordered to pay restitution of more than $1 million. 

According to the court, during late 2005, Irons and Noll met with Mineo Jr. and 
told him of their scheme to purchase residential real estate for investment 
purposes. They told Mineo Jr. that they would obtain mortgage loans for these 
residential purchases through him at the mortgage brokerage company where he 
was employed, Midwest Mortgage Consultants LLC, for 10 percent or more of the 
home sales price to be "kicked back" to them, according to a release from 
Hanaway's office. Additionally, Irons and Noll told Mineo Jr. that Irons would be 
identified as the sole purchaser of these residential properties, but that Irons and 
Noll were in business together, and that the mortgage loans would actually be 
paid by Noll, the release said. 

Irons, who won 10 state basketball championships over the course of a 33-year 
coaching career, was fired in July 2006 after a St. Louis School Board 
investigation found the Vashon basketball program used faulty accounting 
practices. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2007/09/17/daily50.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2007/10/22/daily57.html
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WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2020 

 

 
20-4245   Larceny- Two vehicles on Ferncreek Dr., both unlocked, were entered.  A 
gun was stolen. 

 
20-4246   Property Damage- Last night, person(s) unknown took a golf cart from the 
cart shed at the Landings and damaged parts of holes 2 and 9.  Significant damage was 
caused to the golf cart. 

 
20-4248   Fraud-  A business on Chesterfield Towne Center reported several 

counterfeit checks had been presented, but not cashed.  One check was for $37,217 
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20-4249   Deer Struck- A deer was struck on Wildhorse Creek Rd. in front of St. 
Thomas Church.  The deer had to be dispatched.  Tagged and recorded. 
 

Delayed Report 

 
 

 
20-4252   Shoplifting- A shoplifter stole boots at the UGG store at Premium 
Outlet.  SEU made an arrest and is handling the case. 
Monyette Zoe Hammond 30   Lee Avenue  St. Louis  

 
11/25/20   Stealing (Felony),  Poss of Theft Device                         Chesterfield PD 

01/30/20   Stealing, Possession of Stolen Property, Theft Device   Des Peres DPS 

01/12/20   Stealing, Give False Info/Report                                     Richmond Hts PD 

10/25/19   Stealing   FTA Warrant                                                    Ladue PD 

10/19/19   Poss of Burglar Tools (theft device), Give False Name  Richmond Hts PD 

10/18/19   Stealing  pending                                                            Richmond Hts PD   

03/03/19   Stealing, Poss Theft Device, Poss Drug Para                Chesterfield PD 

05/25/17   Stealing                                                                           St. Louis CO 

05/28/16   2-Counts Stealing   Guilty   10-days jail                          Chesterfield PD 

01/23/16   Driving While Revoked, No Auto Ins  FTA Warrant        Creve Coeur PD  

03/30/09   Unregistered Vehicle, No Drivers’ Lic, No Auto Ins        Fulton PD 
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16-1044   Stealing Supplement- A woman arrested on 2/16/20, posted bond on three 
warrants and failed to appear in court.  She was arrested again today in Hazelwood and 
conveyed to this department where she posted bond again. 
 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 26, 2020 

 

20-4256 Misc. Report (CIT) - Subject at St. Luke's Hospital for medical treatment had a 

mental break and ran from the hospital.  Officers located the subject in the parking lot 

and conveyed her to the emergency room where she was subsequently admitted.  CIT 

report completed as well. 

 

 

 

 
20-4258 Resisting Arrest by Flight/Warrant Arrest - Original call for a disturbance at 

the Comfort Inn on Chesterfield Airport Road indicated that a male and female were 

causing a disturbance.  Upon officers arrival, the female was not located but the male 

ran from officers when approached.  The male ran into the field to the East of the 

hotel.  It was soon learned that he had warrants for Kidnapping and Felonious 

Restraint.  A perimeter was set using Chesterfield and St. Louis County officers.  The 

department drone was deployed and Ellisville PD provided their K9 unit.  The drone 

operator first located the subject but he was lost in the thick undergrowth.  The K9 was 

then able to track the subject to an abandoned barn.  Subject was apprehended with no 

injuries.  He was then booked and transported to Franklin County. Female was located 

and indicated that nothing of a criminal nature occurred between the two in 

Chesterfield.  No medical attention needed for any party. 

Phillip C. Ward  38   AKA Phillip C. Benton-Ward 
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11/25/20   Poss of Marijuana, Poss of Drug Para, Resist Arrest       Chesterfield PD 

06/14/16   Domestic Assault, Kidnapping  (Fel Restraint)                 Pacific PD   

02/23/10   Provide Material to Produce Const Sub, Fel Poss of        Ste. Genevieve SO 

                 Probation revoked  4-years prison  

05/01/07   Driving While Revoked   Guilty  3-days jail                       St. Louis City PD 

 

Very delayed report: 

 
 

 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 27, 2020 

 

20-4265: LARCENY- N.Outer 40 Rd-Dealer plate reported stolen. 

 

HOUSE FIRE-Wilson View Estates Dr: Ashes thrown into a dumpster located inside the 

attached garage caught fire. Garage and a small area of home damaged. Occupants 

exited the home. 

 

MAJOR CASE SQUAD ACTIVATED: Detective Palozola and Officer Brown responded 

to St. Peters PD. 

 

SATURDAY November 28, 2020 

 

 

 

    
Date  11/28/20   Time:  12:41 AM  County: St. Louis Co 
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20-4271 Stolen Auto: Call received that the passenger of a black truck was checking 
car doors on Ridge Lake.  The truck was GOA but the canvass located a car that had 
been gone through on Water Ridge.  The owner was contacted and nothing was 
reported stolen from this vehicle at this time.  The owner did report that a second 
vehicle had been stolen.  This vehicle is described as a black Lexus.  Both vehicles had 
been left insecure and the keys were left in the Lexus.   
 

 
Delayed report 

 
 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29, 2020 
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20-4284-Larceny-100 THF Blvd. 

Officers responded to a stealing over at Walmart.  Employees got a license plate and 

description of the suspects vehicle.  After running the plate, Officers responded to an 

address in Florissant.  It was later discovered the front plate was stolen off the vehicle in 

Florissant.  Case will be forwarded to SEU for follow-up. 

 

20-4285-Auto Accident-Edison and Spirit of St Louis Blvd. 

Officers responded to an accident with injuries at this location.  The driver suffered a 

seizure and crashed into a parked vehicle in a parking lot nearby to this 

intersection.  Driver and passenger were transported by ambulance to the hospital for 

care.  There were no life threatening injuries. 

 

MONDAY NOVEMBER 30, 2020 

 

 
 

20-4289    Animal Destruction – An injured deer on Gatwick Ct. was shot.  ADR 
completed. 
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20-4293    Identity Theft – A resident on Equestrian Ln. reported her identity stolen and 

used to make a Small Business Loan for $9,700.  At the time of this report, the resident 

had not lost money 

 

DOA – A 73-year-old resident on Hampton Hall died of COVID complications.  The 
Medical Examiner released the body to Kutis Funeral Home.  
  

 
 

 
20-4297- Larceny report THF Blvd.  Two suspects stole alcohol by hiding bottle in 

container they bought and walking out of the store without paying for it.  Both subjects 

were taken into custody booked and released on summons. 

William M. Fink  19  Wildwood 

11/30/20   Stealing    Pending                                                      Chesterfield PD 

10/18/19   Moving Violation reduced to Illegal Parking $150 fine Chesterfield PD  

 

20-4298-Misc. report taken Clayton Rd. for possible elderly abuse report- In the 

investigation that follow the responding officer found no signs of abuse or assault.   

 

DECEMBER 1, 2020 

Delayed report 
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  Darnell L. Wilson  47 

12/01/20    Felony Stealing   (Macy’s)  pending                                    Chesterfield PD 

11/20/20    Felony Stealing  (Macy’s)   pending                                    Chesterfield PD 

01/14/15    Assault on LE Officer, Felony Stealing, Resisting arrest    Des Peres DPS 

                  Guilty  5-years prison Wilson was shot by police and St. 

                  Louis County Police Took over the investigation 

On Jan. 14, Wilson was shot by a Des Peres police 

sergeant after Wilson tried to hit the officer with his car, police said. 

Officers had responded to a report of shoplifting at a T.J. Maxx store 

east of the West County Center mall. Police said they tried to block 

Wilson's Dodge Charger, and when the sergeant got out of a squad car 

to arrest Wilson and a passenger, Wilson drove over a curb toward the 

sergeant.  

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/des-peres-officer-shoots-shoplifting-suspect-in-arm-pursuit-ends/article_0b085e9f-84da-52c9-ba31-06457dd68d72.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/des-peres-officer-shoots-shoplifting-suspect-in-arm-pursuit-ends/article_0b085e9f-84da-52c9-ba31-06457dd68d72.html
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Police said the sergeant feared for his life when he shot Wilson once in 

the left arm. (from Post-Dispatch article on 07/27/15) 

 
01/02/15    Felony Stealing  Guilty 2-years prison                          Overland PD 
05/10/10   2-Counts Felony Stealing  Guilty 4-yrs prison               Des Peres DPS 
03/11/10   C&I Driving, UnReg Veh, Fail to yield to Emg Veh,       St. Louis Co PD 
                 Speeding 20+MPH over, 5-cts Fail to Sig, 2- cts Imp 
                 Lane use Guilty 10-days jail 
                 Felony Resisting Arrest by Fleeing, Stealing  4-yrs prison                       
03/26/07   2- cts Assault, Leave Scene Acc Guilty 2-yrs prison     St. Louis City PD     
12/11/06   Felony Drug Possession Guilty  17-mos prison             St. Louis City PD 
11/18/06   Felony Stealing  Probation Revoked  7-years prison     Webster Groves PD 
11/06/02   Felony Stealing  Guilty 3-yrs prison                               St. Louis Co PD  
03/19/03   Felony Stealing  Probation revoked 2-yrs prison           St. Louis City PD   
02/25/00   Stealing  Guilty 10-days jail                                           St. Louis City PD 
01/24/00   2-Counts Felony Stealing Guilty 5-years prison            Warren CO 
02/05/99   Stealing   Guilty  3-months jail                                       Crestwood PD   
01/22/99    Stealing   Guilty  3-months jail                                      Brentwood PD 
09/13/98   Making a False Declaration  Guilty  SES Probation      St. Louis City PD  
01/22/98   Stealing  Guilty  SES Probation term                             Cool Valley PD  
01/30/97   Felony Stealing  Guilty SES Probation                          St. Louis City PD  
07/12/95   Driving While Revoked  Guilty 30-days jail                    St. Louis City PD 
09/23/94   Auto Theft  Guilty  SES Probation term                         St. Louis City PD  
06/20/94   Driving While Suspended  Guilty  10-day jail                 St. Louis City PD 
09/19/90   Deliver Controlled Sub Probation revoked 5-yrs prison St. Louis City PD 
 

 
Delayed Report 
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 Bethany Hernandez 

 

DECEMBER 2, 2020 

 

 
Mark R. Bridges  48 

   
12/92/20   Felony Drug Possession, Possess of Marijuana                  Chesterfield PD 

10/27/20   Unregistered M/V. No Ins, Not Motorcycle Qualified            Breckenridge Hills  

09/09/05   2-counts Burglary   Guilty  7-years prison                            Wentzville PD     

09/04/05   Burglary   Guilty  7-years prison                                           St. Charles Co SO 

01/02/92   4-counts Burglary  Guilty 15 years prison                            Maplewood PD 

12/23/91   Burglary   Guilty 15-years prison                                          Woodson Terr PD 

12/20/91   4-counts Burglary and Stealing 15-years prison                  St. Charles Co 

12/07/91   12-counts Burglary (not a typo…12)  Guilty 15-yrs prison   Bridgeton PD  

12/31/90   Possess of Dangerous Drug  Guilty  3-years prison            St. Louis Co PD 

Bridges has 24 convictions for burglary. 

Heather C. Misuraca  31 
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12/02/20   Felony Drug Possession, Possession of Marijuana         Chesterfield PD 

08/27/20   Unregistered Veh, No Auto Ins                                         Edmundson PD    

04/23/20   Assault on LE Officer  pending                                         Normandy PD  

05/24/19   Tampering with a Motor Veh  pending                             Creve Coeur PD 

06/04/18   Poss of Drug Para   FTA Warrant                                    Breckenridge Hills  

07/15/17   Interferring with Duties of Police Officer                           Breckenridge Hills 

04/24/17    Stealing   FTA Warrant                                                    Woodson Terr PD     

 

 

 

 
 

DEPUTY CITY CLERK QUITS TO GO TO A CITY WITH A CROWDED BUT 

BANKRUPT MALL.  Amanda Miller, the very efficient assistant city clerk has resigned 

her job as the deputy city clerk in Chesterfield to take over as the City Clerk in Des 

Peres. Unlike Chesterfield where the formerly very crowded and busy shopping mall 

has turned into a ghost town with just a movie theater, restaurant and one department 

store left, in Des Peres the West County Mall is still crowded.  However, the owners just 

declared bankruptcy this fall.   
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So Des Peres might have been smart to hire someone with experience of seeing a main 

revenue source for city services start producing less and less sales tax revenue.  

 

Amanda’s last day with Chesterfield will be Tuesday December 8. 

 

FIANANCE COMMITTEE MEETING:  

 

F&A COMMITTEE UNAWARE ORDINANCE THEY VOTED TO AMEND HAS BEEN 

UNCONSTITUIONAL SINCE 1994:  The last item on the agenda was “Political Signs.”  

 

A city code enforcement officer sent a warning letter to a resident about their “Trump” 

political sign being up for 7 days after the election.    

 

 

  
 

Committee chair Barb McGuinness revealed herself to be a “Trumper” when she said, 

“There are some of us who think the presidential election is not over. Isn’t December 15 

when the election is over when the Electoral College votes.” 

 

The ordinance has no mention of how many days before an election the sign can go up.  

Perhaps any Trump sign is up for the 2024 election cycle.  

 

The Committee voted to increase the days after an election a sign can stay up to 14 and 

passed the recommendation on to the full Council.  Here is what they did.  They voted 

to change a part of an unconstitutional law while keeping the unconstitutional law. 

 

In 1994 the United States Supreme Court ruled that cities could not pass laws to 

prohibit political and religious signs on private property. These elected officials and the 

city administrator should be aware of this because the case the Supreme Court ruled on 

was from Ladue, Missouri. 
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Here is a portion of an article from 2012 in the Freedom Forum that explains this rather 

clearly: 

 

In 1994, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a Missouri city law prohibiting signs at 
private residences. Margaret Gilleo ran afoul of the law when she placed a 24-by-36-
inch sign in her front lawn with the words, “Say No to War in the Persian Gulf, Call 
Congress Now” and an 8 ½-by-11-inch sign in the second-story window of her home 
that read, “For Peace in the Gulf.” 

A unanimous U.S. Supreme Court rejected the ordinance in City of Ladue v. 
Gilleo, writing that residential yard signs were “a venerable means of communication 
that is both unique and important.” The Court explained: 

“Displaying a sign from one’s own residence often carries a message quite distinct from 
placing the sign someplace else or conveying the same text or picture by other means. 
… Residential signs are an unusually cheap and convenient form of communication. 
Especially for persons of modest means or limited mobility, a yard or window sign may 
have no practical substitute. … Even for the affluent, the added costs in money or time 
of taking out a newspaper advertisement, handing out leaflets on the street, or standing 
in front of one’s house with a handheld sign may make the difference between 
participating and not participating in some public debate.” 

Lower courts have cited the Gilleo precedent with great success in challenging city bans 
on political yard signs. In Curry v. Prince George’s County (1999), a federal district court 
in Maryland invalidated a sign ordinance that limited the posting of political campaign 
signs in private residences to 45 days before and up to 10 days after an election. “There 
is no distinction to be made between the political campaign signs in the present case 
and the ‘cause’ sign in City of Ladue,” the court wrote. “When political campaign signs 
are posted on private residences, they merit the same special solicitude and protection 
established for cause signs in City of Ladue.” 

In Arlington County Republican Committee v. Arlington County (1993), a three-judge 
panel of the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals invalidated a county law that imposed a 
two-sign limit on temporary signs for each residence. The court noted that “the two-sign 
limit infringes on this speech by preventing homeowners from expressing support for 
more than two candidates when there are numerous contested elections.” 

In other words ordinances can control political and religious signs on safety issues only, 

such as view obstructions for drivers or signs that could fall on sidewalks or streets in 

high winds. This is a clear first amendment rights issue. The fact the Chesterfield Police 

Department’s Code Enforcement unit sent out a letter to a resident saying they were 

violating a law that was declared unconstitutional 26 years ago is a little troubling.     

 

 

 

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=000&invol=u10373
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=000&invol=u10373
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NEXT UP WAS THE BATTLE BETWEEN COUNCILMAN TOM DECAMPI AND 

MAYOR BOB NATION. This meeting dragged on for 2-hours and in reality should have 

been finished in 30-to-45 minutes.  The longest issue involved signing up with the 

Armstrong-Harris Law Firm to have them represent the city in dealing with a CID 

(Commercial Improvement District).  The city would not be out any money as the legal 

bills would be paid by the developer, Wildhorse Village, LP which is allegedly a front for 

the ClayCo Development Company.     

 

The businesses in the development could charge a CID sales tax to customers which in 

realty would mean local citizens would be financing the development with every 

purchase made.  These type of taxing districts are in place in Chesterfield Valley.  In 

one part of Town and Country thanks to a CID tax or a TDD (Traffic Development 

District) sales tax is already above 10%.  The same goes for parts of Chesterfield. 

 

STARTING THINGS OFF ON A NEGATIVE:  “I don’t think anyone thinks it is a good 

idea for the residents to pay for a development, said F&A chair Barb McGuinness. 
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Next it was the Tom DeCampi-Bob Nation show. 

 

“This has a stench to it.  It is naked corporate welfare at the costs of consumers,” said 

DeCampi. 

 

“We should not have taxpayers pay for developments These taxation districts are 

poison. We don’t need to subsidize developers to come to Chesterfield,” said DeCampi. 

 

Mayor Bob Nation then turned on DeCampi. 

 

“The council member castigates one of the most respected law firms in the area,” said 

Bob Nation referring to Armstrong-Teasdale.  

 

“If Councilman DeCampi wants to steal from other campaigns he should say so,” said 

Nation.  

 

Rebuttal:  “I said nothing negative about Armstrong-Teasdale,” said DeCampi.  He was 

correct.  He was talking about the proposed bill to enter into an agreement to get legal 

advice on a CID that DeCampi believes the city should never enter. 

 

DeCampi then went on a rapid-fire explanation that he was not stealing anything from a 

past campaign of the mayors.  DeCampi said how when he ran against the mayor’s 

biggest nemesis on the council (Connie Fultz) the mayor and his wife had him at their 

house and discussed attacking tax districts that increase sales tax to the public to 

reimburse the developer.  He continued how the mayor’s wife helped him in his 

campaign by giving talks to community groups when he was out of town on business.    

 

          
Tom DeCampi            Mayor Bob Nation 
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Councilman Mike Moore interrupted the DeCampi-Nation war of words by speaking up 

in favor of the legislation. 

 

“I think it would be premature to deny CIDs,” said Moore. 

 

DeCampi again has the floor. 

 

“At the end of the day it is taking money from taxpayers for their development.  It is 

corporate welfare.  Keep the horse in the barn. This is hobbling Frankenstein’s 

monster,” said DeCampi. 

 

Councilman Ben Keathley, who was in attendance on the vitural ZOOM meeting, but not 

a member of the F&A Committee was recognized. 

 

“It seems odd to me to see a developer who has not have secured enough money for 

the development and need a CID.  It is a private entity wanting to hide behind 

government.  They want to have government charge the people,” said Keathley. 

 

“I think you can hear the reluctance of us to go down that road,” said McGuinness after 

Keathley’s remarks. 

 

Senior Councilman and committee member Dan Hurt had been quiet for most of the 

discussion until the end. 

 

“We don’t need Armstrong-Teasdale to tell us what to do,” said Hurt. 

   Dan Hurt 

  

McGuinness kept talking trying to solicit more comments but everyone else was ready 

to shut up and vote. 

 

The bill to enter an agreement in having Armstrong-Teasdale as a legal advisor was 

defeated 3-1 with only Moore voting for it and McGuinness, DeCampi, and Mary Ann 

Mastorskos voting NO.  This also basically sends a message there is little interest in 

approving a CID or TDD.   

 



36 
 

https://www.chesterfield.mo.us/webcontent/Agendas/PlanAgendaDocs/2020-11-

30F%26A.II.pdf 

 

JANE CUNNINGHAM SPEAKS UP ON SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT:  Former 

Missouri Senator and former Chesterfield resident Jane Cunningham posted this on one 

of her web pages. 

 

Heads up Chesterfield Christmas shoppers. I ordered a $239 gift from Best Buy 2 be 

shipped 2 Hawaii & another one 2 CO. The sales tax popped up as $25. When I 

questioned that, I found the correct rate was $11.91 in HI and $10 in CO. BUT the $25 

was Chesterfield, more than double! 

  Jane Cunningham  

 

 

MAYOR NATION JOINS PROTESTERS AGAINST COUNTY EXECUTIVE AT 

SATCHMO’S:  Mayor Bob Nation found time to join protesters and stand behind State 

Rep. Andrew Koenig [R] of Manchester in front of Satchmo’s bar and grill on Olive at 

Hwy 141.  Koenig is opposing County Executive Dr. Sam Page’s order closing dining 

rooms and bars for 30-days due to the pandemic.   

 

   
Andrew Koenig                         Bob Nation                  

https://www.chesterfield.mo.us/webcontent/Agendas/PlanAgendaDocs/2020-11-30F%26A.II.pdf
https://www.chesterfield.mo.us/webcontent/Agendas/PlanAgendaDocs/2020-11-30F%26A.II.pdf
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Two Chesterfield restaurants ignored Page’s order which was based on a 

recommendation from the area Pandemic Task Force and issued the order, to shut 

down dining rooms and bars until at least December 20.  Harpo’s shut down interior 

service after being warned, but the owner of Satchmo’s ignored the order and warning 

letters from the Health Department.  

 

Koenig has prepared a bill to strip County Executives of the ability to issue shut down 

orders longer than 10 days.   

 

Someone drew a mustache on one of the Page Posters, I guess to make him look like 

Hitler, but the mustache is too big. 

 
 

Here is my problem with the attacks on Dr. Page, coming from a guy who used to eat 

out three times a week before March 15, 2020. 

 

Dr. Page and the Pandemic Task Force are not trying to put bar and grills, pubs and 

restaurants out of business or bartenders and waitresses out of work. They have to pick 

priorities.  Keeping people alive and keeping at least a few hospital ICU beds available 

is above keeping restaurants and bars open until vaccines are available to everyone.  

 

This is not a political issue.  It is ways to keep people alive.   

 

Dr Max Starkloff, the St. Louis Health Commissioner in 1918 and 1919 ordered 

restaurants and bars closed and for people to wear masks and not to gather in groups 

over 20 people. It worked and St. Louis had one of the lowest death rates of all large 

American cities during the deadly Spanish Flu.  It worked 102 years ago, but now there 

are mayors and state reps fighting an identical ban, apparently claiming people have the 

right to get and spread a life-threatening disease. 
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There is another group of restaurant owners supporting Dr. Page and wanting to work 

with the task force.  One of them is Bernadette  Faasen, owner of the Cobalt Smoke & 

Sea in Creve Coeur, who was interviewed on KMOV-TV.    

 

 I think so many people feel like this is a political move from Dr. Page and in reality it’s not his 

decision. He has an entire team of people who have an overwhelming amount of knowledge 

who help make the decision. He’s just the messenger,” said Faase 

 

44 YEARS OF SNAPPING PHOTOS FOR THE POST-DISPATCH COMING TO AN 

END:  It was interesting to listen to a 45-minue interview by Bill McClellan of newspaper 

photographer J.B. Forbes.   

   

 
   

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/columns/editors-desk/the-stories-behind-the-

images-join-j-b-forbes-and-bill-mcclellan-this-wednesday-at/article_ea58106e-8a90-

5e1b-ab77-

fe0894fa3e52.html?utm_source=stltoday&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_J

BForbes 

 

Forbes stories about his photos were great.  His 101 favorite photos are also listed on 

the Post-Dispatch website:  

 

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/photographer-j-b-forbes-shares-101-of-his-favorite-

photos/collection_96196e95-8809-5769-8052-76737dda524f.html#39 

 

I have had a J.B. Forbes photo that has hung on bulletin boards in my offices at police 

departments and my offices at homes in St. Louis, Kansas City and Maryland outside of 

Washington, DC. There was a second photo of the same arrests of two guys who had 

held up some Gays in Forest Park in 1977 that was on J.B.’s 101 favorite photos.  I 

quickly saw why it was not used. 

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/columns/editors-desk/the-stories-behind-the-images-join-j-b-forbes-and-bill-mcclellan-this-wednesday-at/article_ea58106e-8a90-5e1b-ab77-fe0894fa3e52.html?utm_source=stltoday&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_JBForbes
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/columns/editors-desk/the-stories-behind-the-images-join-j-b-forbes-and-bill-mcclellan-this-wednesday-at/article_ea58106e-8a90-5e1b-ab77-fe0894fa3e52.html?utm_source=stltoday&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_JBForbes
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/columns/editors-desk/the-stories-behind-the-images-join-j-b-forbes-and-bill-mcclellan-this-wednesday-at/article_ea58106e-8a90-5e1b-ab77-fe0894fa3e52.html?utm_source=stltoday&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_JBForbes
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/columns/editors-desk/the-stories-behind-the-images-join-j-b-forbes-and-bill-mcclellan-this-wednesday-at/article_ea58106e-8a90-5e1b-ab77-fe0894fa3e52.html?utm_source=stltoday&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_JBForbes
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/columns/editors-desk/the-stories-behind-the-images-join-j-b-forbes-and-bill-mcclellan-this-wednesday-at/article_ea58106e-8a90-5e1b-ab77-fe0894fa3e52.html?utm_source=stltoday&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_JBForbes
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/photographer-j-b-forbes-shares-101-of-his-favorite-photos/collection_96196e95-8809-5769-8052-76737dda524f.html#39
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/photographer-j-b-forbes-shares-101-of-his-favorite-photos/collection_96196e95-8809-5769-8052-76737dda524f.html#39
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 These two were not beat with the table leg night sticks displayed by the officers but 

crashed their Ford Pinto during a police chase.  I like this photo because back in the  

1970s St. Louis officers were written up for not wearing their hats regardless what they 

were doing.  These two officers were in a car chase, captured two robbery suspects, but 

did not get out of their car without putting on their hats. 

 

Here the is the other photo of the same event taken by Forbes: 
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FROM THE CHRISTMAS CARD SHOP:  Here are three more handmade Christmas 

Cards.  There are still a few cards available at the Nook on Clayton Road in Ladue with 

proceeds going to Children’s Hospital. 
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Front                                                                 Back 

 
 

   
Front                                                                Back 
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Front                                                       Back   
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NEXT WEEK WE HOPE TO HAVE DETAILS ON THE PERSON ARRESTED FOR 

SEVEN TOWN AND COUNTRY BURGLARIES AND DETAILS ON THE CRIMES:   

 The suspect Craig Richey, 61, of Kirkwood was charged with seven counts of burglary 

and stealing from Town and Country homes. He is currently on probation for Federal 

drug charges.  The Town and Country burglaries were between July 5 and October 22.     

 

He was also arrested for burglaries in Ladue, Des Peres and Creve Coeur. 

 

12/03/20   6-counts 2nd Degree Burglary and Stealing                  Town & Country PD 

                 1-count 1st Degree (person home) Burglary & Stealing 

12/16/04   Trafficking in Illegal Drugs  5-years prison                    Creve Coeur PD    

06/23/04    Burglary  2-counts Stealing  10-years prison               Webster Groves PD 

10/22/02   4 Cts of Felony Receiving Stolen Prop 5-years prison St. Louis City PD  
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  Craig Richey  

CARTOONS 
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By CBC grad and Pulitzer Prize winner Mike Peters 


