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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 145 AND CHESTERFIELD 90 

          
By John Hofmann 

 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2014 

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE SUMMARY FOR AUGUST: The police 

continued to be busy in August. 

 
Officers responded to a total of 1,851 calls for service and wrote a total of 211 reports, including: 

78 Vehicle Crashes  

40 Criminal Reports (20 stealings) 

21 Driving While Intoxicated Arrests ( 1-felony, 20 ordinance) 

43 Misc Arrests (Traffic charges, Fugitive charges, Failure to appear charges, etc) 

474 Traffic citations issued (311 speeding) 

YEAR TO DATE JANUARY THROUGH AUGUST: 
 

Year to Date: 

 

558 Vehicle Crashes 
 

287Criminal Reports 
 

177   DWI arrests 
 

401  Misc Arrests 
 

4015 Traffic citations 

 

2799 Speeding Citations 
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SUMMER FELONY DWI ARRESTS: Felony DWI arrests involve people with two prior 

DWI arrests/convictions or have caused serious injury or death while Driving While 

Intoxicated.  Here are the people arrested for Felony DWI by the Town and Country 

Police this summer. We will have full details and mug shots once the cases are 

adjudicated.  

 

Preston Prevost born in 1989 of 17600 block of Ailanthus Drive in Chesterfield was 

arrested on June 1,   On July 16 a Felony DWI warrant was issued for his arrest and a 

$5,000 bond was set. He was rearrested by the Town and Country Police on the 

warrant on July 28.  He was released from custody on July 29 after posting $500 or 

10% of the bond. His next court appearance date is October 7.  

 

Farrell Webber born in 1959 and living in the 500 block of Spring Meadow Dr in 

Ballwin was arrested for Felony DWI on June 12. A Felony DWI arrest warrant was 

issued on July 8 with a bond set at $10,000.  The warrant was served on July 21 and a 

10-precent cash bond of $1,000 was accepted for his release.  His next court date was 

September 17.   

 

Crystal J. Harp born in 1971 of Lake St. Louis, MO.  She was arrested on June 21. At 

the time of her arrest she was supposed to be driving a car with a Breath Testing 

Interlock System that will not let you start the car if you blow into the instrument and it 

detects alcohol.  She was charged with Felony DWI on July 9 with a $10,000 bond 

ordered. She was arrested on July 21.  The Bad Boyz Bonding Company of Hazelwood 

posted her bond.  

 

On August 25, 2014 Harp had failed to appear at two different hearings and a new 

arrest warrant was issued with "No Bond" per the judge.  Currently the police and the 

bail agents of the Bad Boyz Bonding Company were looking for her. On September 9 

Harp sent a letter to the court reporting that she was in jail in St. Charles County.    

 

Dawn M. Kruse born in 1983 and living in House Springs, MO was arrested for Felony 

DWI and misdemeanor Driving on a Revoked License on August 8.  On September 2, 

2014 a Felony DWI arrest warrant was issued and a bond of $10,000 was set. As of 

September 11 she had not been arrested. 

 

Other Felony DWI arrests in Town and Country that we are following: 

 

Gary D. Siegfried 12817 Topping Woods T&C MO arrested 10/13/12, next court date 10-2-14 

David G. Steele 623 N. Ballas Des Peres arrested 5/11/14 next court date 10-7-14 
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JUDGE SENDS FELONY DRUNK DRIVER TO TREATMENT WITHOUT A 

CONVICTION:  

Consider the case of Richard Williams of Manchester, Missouri.  He was arrested in the 

early morning hours of January 2, 2014 for driving with a Revoked Driver's License and 

for Felony (Chronic) DWI.   A charging warrant was issued later on January 2 by the 

prosecutor and signed by a judge.  Williams' bond was set at $25,000.  He was released 

from the County Jail after posting bond on January 15. 

 

 
 

Williams was indicted by a grand jury on January 24. He had seven continuances and 

was set for another appearance on September 18, 2014, when on August 28, 2014 he 

appeared before Judge Barbara Wallace and pled guilty to the Felony DWI.  Wallace 

suspended the case as Williams agreed to enter into a court drug and alcohol program.  

So there is a chance he can have his third DWI and a felony wiped off his record. Or 

have his charge reduced.  If it is reduced the public can still obtain his police report.  

However if the charge is dismissed it will be as if the crime never occurred.    

 

Without a conviction of even a reduced charge the full offense report will not be 

available to the public.  

 

Besides the DWI convictions, Williams has a $4,810 garnishment against him from 

2008. In 2005 Williams lost custody of his children and had an order of protection issued 

against him by his ex-wife. He has traffic tickets and license sanctions that go back 25 

years.  
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At this time I can only obtain the cover page of his arrest report and mug shot. Here is 

the copy of his arrest sheet. 
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CLAYTON ROAD RUSH HOUR DRUNK DRIVING MANSLAUGHTER CASE HITS 

TWO YEAR AND EIGHT MONTHS MARK:  George Putney of 1324 Forest Lane off of 

Weidman Road was driving home on Clayton Road at the end of rush hour on Thursday 

January 26, 2012 after leaving a bar in Clayton.  At Clayton Road and Chatsworth 

Place, just after the Longview, Park Putney drove across the centerline hitting a car 

head on and killing the driver, a woman from Ballwin. Putney tried to drive from the 

scene but his badly damaged car stopped moving within a block.  That is when Putney 

fled on foot.  

 
Several days later he was arrested by the Town and Country Police and was charged 

with Felony Leaving the Scene of an Accident and Involuntary Manslaughter 1st Degree 

by DWI. Putney was released on only a $15,000 bond after killing someone. He was 

indicted by a Grand Jury on July 18, 2012. At the request of the Grand Jury his bond 

was raised to $100,000 which he posted. 

 

Two years, eight months and five days after the crime Putney now has a scheduled 

court date of October 1 in the St. Louis County Circuit Court. 

 

 

DEER ACCIDENT RATES HITTING RECENT LOWS:  

The vehicle-deer accident count finished the summer season with only one deer-vehicle 

collision reported for the month of August.  That accident was on NB I-270 at I-64 on 

August 19 at 1:36am. So far in 2014 there have only been 25 deer-vehicle accidents 

compared with 47 at this time in 2013. The 25 through the first eight months of the year 

is the lowest number since 2008.    
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The final three months of the year are normally the highest months for deer-vehicle 

accidents during the rut season.   

 

2014 Deer Accident Locations  

 

I-270 Between I-64 and south City Limits 6 (Ward 1)  

Clayton Road east of I-270 1 (Ward 1) 

Clayton Road between Topping and I-270  1 (Ward 1) 

 I-64 at I-270 1  (Ward 1) 

Municipal Center Drive 1 (Ward 1) 

Topping Road 2 (Ward 2)  

Mason Road South of Clayton Road  3  (Ward 2) 

Clayton Road east of Mason Road  1   (Ward 2)  

I-64 at Mason Road 2  (Ward 2 or 3) 

Clayton Road between Mason and Hwy 141  1  (Ward 3) 

SB Hwy 141 at Clayton Road  1  (Ward 3) 

I-64 at Maryville Exit 1 (Ward 4)  

I-64 at Hwy 141 1 (Ward 4)  

Ladue Road at Hwy 141  1  (Ward 4) 

Old Woods Mill and I-64 Overpass 1 (Ward 4) 

 

 
Deer population may be down in parts of T&C, but not in my neighborhood. Here are some at 11:30pm. 

 

DISCORD ON THE GREEN TEAM COMMISION:  The reports from last week's 

Green Team Commission shows that Chairman Jon Benigas, the vegetarian who claims 

we could all reduce carbon gases if we quit eating meat, has lost a lot of steam for his 
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proposal to enter into an agreement with the Green Building people for an intern and a 

city wide carbon gas study.     

 

The meeting began at 6:30 and did not even have a quorum allowing it to vote on 

anything. The Green Team only has seven member instead of the normal 10, because 

not many people want to serve on it.  One member travels a lot in connection with his 

job and if two others are missing they don't have a quorum.     

 

 
 

Eventually another member did show up, plus an extra person who thought he was 

attending a police commission meeting. 

 

After citizen opposition at the Board of Aldermen level to the city buying software from 

and joining  ICLEI, the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives, the 

matter was sent back to the Green Team, a commission formed by Mayor Jon Dalton to 

have a place to put left wingers and greenies to broaden his political base.  

 

Alderman Jon Benigas has said at an earlier meeting the Green Team Commission 

should be disbanded if the Carbon Gas Footprint Study is not done. The study would 

cost $4,200 to pay for an intern and membership in ICLEI. 

 

Alderwomen Amy Anderson was present as was Alderman Skip Mange. Anderson 

along with two local residents, Lindsey Butler and Tiffany Frautschi began the now 

growing opposition to the Carbon Footprint Study and joining ICLEI. 

 

Mange had a proposal where he wants to do a green study and carbon footprint study 

of city facilities. (City Hall/Police building, Longview House, Longview Barn and other 

parks.)   
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Benigas told the commission he still wanted the original carbon footprint study of the 

entire city including of residential property. 

 

Public Works director Craig Wilde described Mange's proposal as "low hanging fruit" 

where you don't have to fight anyone over the study, you have control over it and you 

can do something about it (respond to the results).       

  

Benigas wanted a vote to send the original city wide Carbon footprint proposal with the 

ICLEI membership and staff intern back to the Board of Alderman.  

 

The most green greenie on the Green Commission, Dirk Maas refused to vote for it or 

vote at all.  He abstained, saying it was clear there was heavy public opposition and he 

didn't think it was a battle worth fighting. Another member also abstained.  

 

Benigas voted yes as did Chris Andrews, who has an interesting connection to the 

contractor for the proposed study, the US Green Building Council. Andrews, a Coldwell 

Banker real estate agent is listed by the US Green Building Council on their website as 

a "Pro" in buying "green."  This almost raises a question of a conflict of interest. 

  

http://greenhomeguide.com/profile/31 

 

Bob May, the lone commissioner from Ward 4 voted against it.  To meet the city's 40-

percent rule (reduced from Robert's Rules of Order "more than 50% rule due to the lack 

of 50% quorums for many of Dalton's commissions) they needed another vote and they 

didn't have it.  So Benigas' Carbon Footprint Study recommendation died and did not 

leave the commission.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Benigas with Eyes Wide Shut to the political realities of his carbon 

footprint study and a staff intern.  

 

 

Special Guest:  One man who arrived late sat down at the table with the rest of the 

commissioners. He was clutching a Police Commission agenda.  The Police 

Commission was to meet on Tuesday night seven days in the future.  
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After being at the table for close to 30-minutes, he excused himself saying he was at the 

wrong meeting and then asked the Green Team Commission in general, "Why are you 

doing this?"    

 

THE $2.25 MILLION LAND DEAL AND THE DALTON TOWN SQUARE:  Our sources 

say the purchase by the City of Town and Country of the 8.6 acres of the Wirth property, 

a combination of commercial and residential zoned land just east of Mason Road on 

Clayton, had been in the works for the last 10 months.  

 

Over the years the Wirth family has had no luck in selling the property to Walgreens or 

CVS thanks to the close proximity to the Christian Science Principia School and all the 

Christian Science followers who don't believe in medicines or at least don't want to be 

seen picking up prescriptions. An attempt to sell to Love Properties for retirement 

apartments and nursing care was voted down by the Planning and Zoning Commission.   

 

The Wirths had operated a service station for almost 90 years with the first business 

being a blacksmith shop.  

 
However the area is not really ripe with commercial success. The only store in the 

Mason Village Center located next door that is doing really well is Starbucks.  The 

Straub's grocery stores still have a debt load hanging over them thanks to the failure of 

their 55,000 square foot store in Ellisville, that is now a Lucky's Market.  

 

Preservation Park Sale...we have been reporting since April that the city had been 

making behind the scene moves trying to get Missouri Baptist University to buy 

Preservation Park for their expanding sports department.  However that may be a ship 

that has sailed now that MBU is about to begin building a football field on the far 

western edge of their campus in Creve Coeur. 
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We are also picking up talk that Mayor/cigarette lobbyist Jon Dalton would like to swap 

some land with the Principia, trading the Wirth Property for the property next to the fire 

station and build a new city hall on the north side of Clayton Road.       

        

FREE FLU SHOTS AGAIN THIS YEAR FOR ANYONE...NOT JUST RESIDENTS: 

Missouri Baptist Medical Center once again is giving free flu shots. Once again the City 

of Town and Country is claiming the flu shots are for Town and Country residents, but in 

fact they are available to anyone who signs up.  Missouri Baptist Medical center 

representatives taking reservations do not ask for your address. 

FREE FLU SHOTS FOR RESIDENTS 

Appointments are required. Please call 314-996-5433 to register.  

 

Town & Country Municipal Center, 1011 Municipal Center Drive, Tuesday, October 14, 4-7 

p.m. 

 

Longview Farm, 13525 Clayton Road, Monday, October 20, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.  

Missouri Baptist Outpatient Center-Sunset Hills, 3844 South Lindbergh Blvd., (South of I-44 

and Watson Road), Thursday, October 16, 2-7 p.m.  

Missouri Baptist Medical Center, Clinical Learning Institute, Room 419 (located on 4th 

floor above main garage), Saturday, October 18, 8 a.m.-noon,  

 

Flu shots are recommended for all individuals 50 years of age or older, especially those with a 

chronic illness. 

 

Appointments are required. Please call 314-996-5433 to register.  

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 90 

 
September 20, 2014 
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3-CENT PROPERTY TAX APPROVED FOR FINAL TIME: At the September 

15th Chesterfield City Council meeting, the council voted to keep the city's property tax 

at 3-cents per assessed $100. It was also mentioned that 2014 should be the final year 

for a city property tax in Chesterfield.  

 

City Administrator Mike Herring while giving the property tax presentation stated that 

2014 would likely be the last year of a city property tax in Chesterfield. Voters approved 

the property tax in the 1990s to pay off revenue bonds. Those should be paid off in 

2015. 

 

The original property tax was 13-cents per $100 valuation for five years. It dropped to 

10-cents for one year, then 6-cents for six years and now 3-cents for five years.  

 

Herring pointed out that Chesterfield still has the highest assessed property valuation of 

any city in St. Louis County.  It reached an all time high of $1.9 billion in 2008 and then 

dropped during the recession.  It is now at $1.79 billion.        

 

   

DEVELOPER GETS OK FROM CITY COUNCIL TO VIOLATE TREE ORDINANCE 

AND KILL 87% OF TREES ON PROPERTY...YELL TIMBER! At the September 3 

Chesterfield City Council meeting the Site Development Plan for the Schoettler Grove 

subdivision passed on a 6-to-2 vote.  The new plans allows the developer to violate the 

city's rule that 30% of the trees on a parcel must remain.  This plan will only keep 13% 

of the trees on the site at the corner of Clayton Road and Schoettler Road.  Former 

mayor and current councilwoman Nancy Greenwood along with Councilman Bruce 

DeGroot voted against the site plan.  

 

After the meeting Greenwood told us she was still upset the council would not protect 

the trees. She said instead of 31 lots with just 13% of trees the developers could have 

had three nice groves of trees and had 28 lots while following 30% ordinance.   
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THE CONTINUING SAGA OF THE CHRISTIAN BECK-CEBALLOS 

DWI...CHESTERFIELD PROSECUTOR MAKES "NO RECORD" PROBATION DEAL 

TO A PERSON ALREADY ON PROBATION FOR DWI.    

 

This is the continuing story of the fallout from my Drunks and Thieves June 16 Part II 

newsletter. We wrote about a Schnucks butcher, Christian Beck-Ceballos at the new 

Kehrs Mill Road Store who was arrested for drunk driving having almost collided with 

light post in front of St. Luke's Hospital and almost drove off of Highway 141 when 

pulled over.  He had just spent a night partying at East Side strip clubs. He did not have 

a driver's license. He told Officer Hernandez that his license had recently been seized 

after a DWI arrest. 

 
Hernandez included this fact in his report twice. We reported that Chesterfield 

prosecutor Tim Englemeyer ignored this information and made a deal that had Beck-

Ceballos plead guilty and be placed on probation despite his already being on probation 

for DWI in Ellisville.  

 

Chesterfield resident Stu Katz (see more about Mr. Katz in the next article) read this 

newsletter and began a email campaign that included Mayor Bob Nation. The mayor 

contacted me and said Englemeyer, the police chief (also head of the major case 

squad) Ray Johnson could not find any record of the first DWI arrest of Beck-Ceballos 

and challenged me to, like it was my job. 

 

I responded and filed a $23 records request with the Driver's License Section of the 

Department of Revenue. Their response included an Ellisville Police Report from 2012. 

Next Mayor Nation turned to me and not his prosecutor or police chief and wanted me 

to find out the disposition and date of the Ellisville DWI. I went to the Ellisville Municipal 

Court and asked for what should have been a public record.  However Court Clerk 

Joanna Fiehler told us that Judge Donald Anderson, Jr. had sealed the records and she 

could not even tell me when the disposition of the case was.  This seemed to be a 

complete violation of Missouri Court rules and all open record laws.  
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I wrote about this in Newsletter #135 on July 13 and sent an email to Ellisville Mayor 

Adam Paul, suggesting that Judge Anderson is a bigger danger to the public than the 

actual drunk drivers if he was going to seal DWI convictions of drunk motorists.  

 

That was the last of it until September 11 when I received an email from the Ellisville 

Court Clerk saying the records that she had told me were sealed by the judge were 

actually open records.  (I have a seeking suspicion that Mayor Paul may have been 

behind this, hopefully with an attempt to fire Judge Anderson.) 

 

However Joanna Fiehler did not provide me with the disposition.  I wrote her back and 

asked for the disposition.   She wrote back that Beck-Ceballos pled guilty and was given 

a SIS (no-record) probation for two years.  I then wrote her back and asked when the 

plea and sentence was made. She wrote back saying it was on July 18, 2013.  

 

So Judge Anderson gave a drunk driver a "no-record no-points" probation despite the 

fact the driver had another DWI case pending. Then Chesterfield Prosecutor Tim 

Englemeyer agreed to a "No-Record No-Point" pleas in connection with the second DWI 

and other moving violations while the defendant was already on probation for DWI.  

 

So far apparently I have been the only person able to obtain much of this 

information...no prosecutors, police chiefs, mayors or judges...but I have gotten the 

information. The sad thing is nobody seems to care that local prosecutors and judges 

refuse to convict and see to it that points are not assigned to repeat drunk drivers.  

 
Which one of the below four do you think is mostly like to obtain police reports and court records?  

       
 

ASSAULT VICTIM FROM HARPO'S TRANSPORTED TO AREA HOSPITAL...T-FED 

MOVES OUT OF STATE:  The felony drug possession issued against T-Fed (Theodore 

Federer) was served on September 11 by the Chesterfield Police. A bonding company 

posted 10% of T-Fed's $15,000 bond and he was released.  The court docket info 

shows that T-Fed is now living in South Carolina and the court ordered him to only be in 
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South Carolina or Missouri except when traveling between the two states while out on 

bond.  

 
 

A check of limited public records (parts not closed due to Hipaa restrictions) with the 

Monarch FPD concerning the ambulance call to Harpo's on March 30 at 1:20am 

revealed the patient was reported to be unconscious by police. On the arrival of 

paramedics she was conscious, walking and able to talk. She had an injury on her head 

that paramedics treated with ice and then transported her to an area hospital.   

 

We were told this week by a police source that the police did view the security video 

(earlier we were told there was no security video) and it did not show who through the 

punch that knocked the woman out. She apparently was not a participant in the fight, 

but simply got into the way of a punch.     

 

FOLLOW THE MONEY:  Million Dollar Diehl back with the pigs 

at the campaign trough. Place Your Bets...Please!  State Rep. 

John Diehl who had accepted $1,516,571 since 2008 to run 

unopposed, is really hauling in the money now that he has token 

opposition.  This November Diehl has to beat a certifiable kook, Al 

Gerber to return to the State House and be the Speaker of the 

House.  Diehl continues to get little support from within his district, 

but lots of money from outside his district. Besides regular 

campaign contributions he received $2.25 million from Grow-

Missouri, a front group of billionaire Rex Sinquefield, to tour the state as the next 

Speaker of the House. We will look at the money more closely in our next newsletter.    

 

On September 2 he received $10,000 from The Pinnacle Entertainment Inc,. of 3980 

Howard Hughes Blvd. Las Vegas. 

 

We hope you don't think your electric bill is too high...because on September 5, 2014 

Ameren UE gave Diehl $15,000.  I just have to wonder what Ameren stockholders think 

about the company forking over $15,000 to guy who is a shoe-in to win.  
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Al Gerber has not receive any contribution over $5,000. Through June 30 his largest 

contribution was $250 from a woman in Elsa, Illinois associated with Principia College.  

READER DISGUSTED WTIH OUR REPORTING...READER FIRST TO EXPAIN THE 

$488,700 CONCESSION STAND "REHAB" ...NOT THE CITY:  Five days after 

requesting an explanation of for what was planned to be done at Concession B in the 

Chesterfield Recreation Center for a mere $488,700, I received an email from a regular 

reader who was disgusted with our reporting and compared it to that of the national 

media covering the Ferguson police shooting.  

 

From: Stu Katz 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 7:41 AM 

To: John Hoffman 

Subject: Your last bulletin 

Importance: High 

John,   

I have read your “posts” for the past several months and have been impressed 

with the personal effort you go through to ensure that the citizen’s of Town and 

Country and Chesterfield see what is going on in governmental entities citizens 

don’t often attend. 

Your article on the approximately $500,000 authorized for the concession stand, 

makes me wonder if you attended the meeting in which the project was 

discussed.  I took the time to get the other side of the story and quite frankly, I 

believe that you told a story which fit your personal framework, whatever that 

might be, regardless of the facts relating to the project. 

 I am personally disgusted with the national media spinning and molding the 

Ferguson story to make it fit their mind set of what happened.  I am disgusted 

that people who know better would demand that a Police Officer be arrested, 

prior to knowing if a crime has been committed.  I believe you are guilty of the 

same low quality journalism as is occurring on the Ferguson situation. 

 On this matter you have done the same despicable job of condemning the 

Chesterfield Council and Mayor on the concession stand appropriation, as the 

national media has done on the Ferguson situation.  If you would slant a simple 

story like the concession stand, how can I believe anything you write.  Do the 
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prosecuting attorney and judge situations have a similar back story which 

explains why the system is structured as it is?  I don’t know on that one but your 

accuracy and fairness are being called into question. 

You write as if you were at the meetings, but give no explanation of why the 

expansion is needed.  That is journalistically  dishonest and  totally disreputable. 

 In my opinion, if you have any journalistic or personal integrity, you would 

publish the rationale of Chesterfield’s Counsel. Should you not choose to publish 

both sides of the story just take me off of your mailing list, because I don’t 

intend to encourage biased reporting not based on facts. 

 Here is the rationale for the expenditures from one of the  Councilmen I know.  

From my perspective there is ample justification for the matter to have been 

ratified. 

May I request that you publish the rationale, since it clarifies in a way you failed 

to, why the monies were spent.  You failed to mention that these are Proposition 

“P” funds, which we the citizenry voted on years ago. 

Response from a member of Council: 

 “First, let me say the fact that Council did vote to approve this project is true and I agree that is a fair 

chunk of change.  However, let me give you some additional background and sure I will even miss 

some of the points. 

This CVAC concession complex was built in 1997.  At that time, our concession operations were 
grossing less than $20,000.  Now, due to the growing use of the complex, fields, etc., the concession 
grossing over $600,000, and the food service health codes have really impacted operations.  The 
whole area where the food is prepared and served has to be gutted and rebuilt.  But more 
importantly, the building is being expanded to the north, to include a walk in freezer for food items 
and a dry storage area to store concession food products.  As you can imagine, just the storage of soda 
and bread products going from $20,000 to $600,000 is a major change requiring additional space.  
Ancillary to the building addition, is expanding the HVAC system for the building addition and 
improving the air flow into the restrooms.  When the concessions were first implemented, only sold 
pre-packaged products were sold-no fryers, no grill, no pretzel or nacho heaters.  Not only does the 
equipment require space, but requires facility improvements for ventilation, fire suppression, and 
other code regulated systems.  Our concession operations have expanded enormously, and the 
current operation either had to updated or we would be facing closing it down for code reasons.   The 
CVAC is now seeing about 300,000 visitors a year.  As you probably know, this includes many from 
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outside Chesterfield for tournaments.  It is major factor for filling hotel rooms on weekends and 
adding business to many of our local restaurants and businesses in the Valley. 

This addition will not only be used for this location, but will also used to store food product that will 
then be distributed to the various other concession outlets in our system.   

While I am sure I have missed some other points, I just find it disappointing that John does not publish 
the background, plans/specifications that go into projects like this as opposed to making it sound like 
an over-priced  minor rehab job.  I really believe that much of our reputation and City growth has 
come from efforts to try to do things right and keep up with ever changing standards such has been 
the case here.  The project was competitively bid and the low cost bidder was selected. 

Of course there are always alternate use of funds.  Not that it makes a big difference, this is a Parks 
project.  Parks are funded by the Prop P sales tax that was voted in like ~10 years ago.  These funds 
must be spent on the Parks system (i.e. funds cannot be used  for general purposes or comingled with 
General Fund funds).” 

 If you read this response, you have to understand why Council voted as it did.  

The rational are solid and make great fiscal sense.  I strongly urge you to publish 

these facts in your next edition.  Once again should you chose not to tell both 

sides of the story, I chose not to read your newsletter as it is not news, fair, or 

objective. 

Stuart Katz 

stukatz@att.net 

 Stu Katz.  

 
Here are the problems I had with Stu's outrage: 

 

1)  If this had been a legislative bill there would have been a packet of information 

concerning it including what was to do be done on the table as you enter the council 

chambers.  But it was a Bid Recommendation the Board had to make a simple voice 

vote on.  There was no information provided . 

 

mailto:stukatz@att.net
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2)  Likewise if this was a bill all the documentation would be online and I could simply 

click on it and learn all about it.  However as a bid recommendation here is what was as 

on the city's website: 

 

C. 
Bid Recommendation – Concession “B” Rehabilitation 
  

3) On Friday September 5, I went to the Parks Headquarters and asked to speak to 

someone familiar with facilities.  A young woman came to see me and I asked about 

what was involved in the "rehab" of Concession Stand B.  She nicely told me I needed 

to ask the Parks' Director, Thomas McCarthy that question.  

 

I asked if he was working.  She said he was but he was not in the office. She suggested 

I email him and gave me his card. This was before noon.  

 

Around 3pm I sent Mr. McCarthy this email:  

 

From: John Hoffmann [mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net]  

Sent: Friday, September 5, 2014 3:02 PM 

To: 'tmccarthy@chesterfield.mo.us' 

Subject: Concession Stand B question  

 

Tom: 

 

I write a newsletter on Town and Country and Chesterfield that is posted on my website 

johnhoffmann.net. I cover most Chesterfield meetings. 

 

At Wednesday's meeting they approved the $488,700 to rehab concession stand B.  

The agenda papers that were out and the links on the website did not include what has 

to be done to Stand B.  Can you pass along the info on that project?  

 

Thanks, 

 

John Hoffmann    

 

 

 By Tuesday September 9th at the close of business I had not heard back from him and 

I wrote the tongue in cheek article about the almost half million bucks going to a "rehab 

of the concession stand. "  I still had not heard back from by the end of the week. On 

Wednesday September 17th still no word from the Park's Director.   
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I attend all the pre-meetings also known as the "agenda review" meetings before 

regular council meetings. This much money was not discussed.   It was not even 

mentioned.  

 

Here is the email reply I sent to Mr. Katz...it apparently was not a good one.  

 

From: John Hoffmann  

Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 10:33 AM 

To: 'Stu Katz'  

Subject: RE: Your last bulletin 

Stu...nice email giving me a pat on the back and a slap to the head.  I tried 

to find out the story behind the concession stand "rehab" and went to the 

Parks office as I mentioned and I'm still waiting for the explanation that you 

provided me.  Regardless the fact that a new McDonalds from the ground 

up is cheaper than this "rehab" was interesting.  Part of the point of the 

article is that the Parks Department never got back to my personal visit or 

my email.  

I will use this explanation in my next newsletter if you could please source it 

for me (tell me what member of the council wrote it).    The reason I went to 

the parks department is that elected officials sometimes get the facts 

wrong, staffers normally don't.  Finally what was provided to you is clearly 

different than "Rehab of Concession Stand B" which was the listed on the 

agenda at the meeting.  This appears to be a bit more than a "rehab."  

John Hoffmann     

Here is Mr. Katz's last ever email to me: 

 

 From: Stu Katz []  

Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 11:22 AM 

To: John Hoffmann 

Subject: Re: Your last bulletin 

 

John, 

  

mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net
mailto:stukatz@att.net
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I am not your source of verification.  If  you had gone to the Council Meeting you would have 

had a source. 

  

I believe that the slap on the back of your head is well deserved, you printed your speculation 

as fact, and that is a lie.  You deserve the slap on the back of  your head. 

  

By the way, the comparison between a McDonalds and a concessions stand is apples and 

oranges, and was probably included to further confuse the general public.  If you had any 

construction experience you would know that a rehab in place is more expensive than a build 

from the ground up. 

  

Sorry, you get no information from me, stop publishing your speculation as fact, that is sleazy 

and does not deserve any assistance. 

  

Please remove me from your e-mail list. 
 

IRONY:  IN Mr. Katz's first email he finished by writing " I strongly urge you to publish 

these facts in your next edition."  But he refused to provide "the facts" to me. 
When I wrote him back asking for his source (the name of the councilperson or AKA the 

facts) who sent him the information so I could be as factual as possible, he took great 

exception and falsely accused me of not going to council meetings. (Who does he think 

takes all those photos?)  I go to all the council meetings.  I can't write about what isn't 

said.  I don't go to the park committee meetings.  I believe that is likely where this was 

last discussed. I also missed that last Finance and Administration meeting, because I 

was at a T&C Board of Aldermen meeting.  

 

Apparently Mr. Katz thinks I am worried about losing him as a reader.  He forgets I was 

last paid for writing about local politics by AOL back in June of 2012.  I'm basically doing 

this as a hobby and filling a void that the local papers do not have the time or staff to do.   

 

ANOTHER READER COMMENTS:  This one was funny: 
 

Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 11:29 PM 

To: John Hoffmann 

Subject: Re: FW: newsletter 

John: 

I think you are entirely too critical of T Fed.  The rich kid just can't buy a break, or maybe he can buy a break.  And 

KMOV, why should the news media report the truth?  Research takes valuable time and time is money.  If you 

want truth, watch a reality show.  Wait, they're fiction too.   As Jack Nicholson said, the public "can't handle the 

truth!"        
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WHY DID I WAIT ALMOST THREE YEARS TO GO 

BACK TO LESTER'S?  I don't know and after our recent Labor Day evening meal at 

Lester's I tried to come up with a reason and couldn't. 

 

Lester's advertises itself as a "Sports Bar" and sure they have large screen TVs on all 

the wall space, but the reason to go there is the food.  It is good comfort food at a 

reasonable price. 

 

I was never crazy about Lester's breaded onion rings, as I would much rather have the 

battered rings at Charlotte's Rib or Cheeburger Cheeburger. But I tried the potato 

pancakes ($2.95).  While they look small, they are really loaded with lots of spuds 

stuffed into each one.     

 

My wife ordered the Gumbo ($3.50) and it was delicious, with large chucks of chicken 

and sausage.  I thought it was perfect, but my wife added more hot sauce. 

  
 

For dinner she went with the Rueben ($12.95) and a side of green beans. I went with 

the Brisket ($10.50) and sides of green beans and potato salad.   

 

We were told the green beans were made daily with pieces of ham and onions. As far 

as I could tell they might have been scooped out of a can.  They did arrive hot.  
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However the potato salad, while looking plain was very tasty. In fact if they offered the 

potato salad in a carry out pint or quart container I would have bought some. It was as 

good as the home made potato salad at Charlotte's Rib.  My only complaint was that it 

was served in a tiny "bowl" that I would more associate with a container for cocktail 

sauce served with a five piece shrimp cocktail. Potato salad this good should come in a 

large portion plopped on the plate next to the sandwich.       

 

 
 

Diana's corn beef Rueben was very large,  So large in fact that she took half of it home 

for lunch the next day. She said it was excellent.  

 

I felt a little cheated as my bun was not completely covered with brisket.  However the 

brisket was perfect for a sandwich. It was not the fatty kind served up at a BBQ joint that 

requires cutting away at least some of the fat. This was moist and flavorful with none of 

the fake smokey flavor or lack of flavor hiden under a lot of sauce. The meat was tender 

and moist. I applied some cold sweet BBQ sauce that was excellent.  

 

The other thing I liked about Lester's was that they broke down the bill per each 

person's order down to the sales tax.   

 

MUSIC:  The President's Own Marine Band played on a stormy night 

in St. Louis with lots of West County local connections:  On Tuesday 

September 9 The United States Marine Band based in Washington, DC was on a 

National Tour and stopped in St. Louis.  They played at the Pursers Center at Logan 

University in Chesterfield.  
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I lived in the Washington DC area for 16 years and saw all the military bands. The 

favorite place for the bands to play was at Constitution Hall. Now Constitution Hall seats 

more than Pursers Center but that is the only thing it has on it.  

 

First there is plenty of free parking on the Logan Campus. In DC you are parking two or 

three blocks away from Consititution Hall hoping a homeless person will keep an eye on 

your car rather than break into it for a nap.  

 

Next the seating at Pursers is very comfortable.  It actually has leg room and butt room.  

But perhaps the most impressive part of Pursers Center are the acoustics. The sound is 

great.       

 

All the military bands are full of wonderful musicians, almost all holding graduate 

degrees in music and some having been music teachers.  The fear with the Marine 

Band is that you could get too much march music.  After all John Phillip Sousa led the 

Marine band for 12 years. 

 

But that was not the case.  Yes there were three Souisa marches, but there several 

modern classical pieces and medoly of Jimmy Dorsey songs in the first set.  The Marine 

Band does not have a lot of vocal groups like the other service bands do.  The only 

vocals on the night were fromthe announcer, Gunny Sgt. Sara Dell'Omo, a mezzo-

soprano who  sang four Harold Arlen songs.   

 

 
A wide shot of the whole band with sara Dell'Omo onthe far left and Vianey grad Mark Latimer from 

Manchester on the kettle drums on the far right. 

 

I have to admit that when the band was doing it's show closers that included the Stars 

and Stripes forever, and the four flute players marched out to center stage to do the 

flute solo in the March...it did look like they were perhaps sick of playing The Stars and 

Stripes Forever. (I know that members of the Air Force Band have the same feelings to 

some Glenn Miller songs.) 
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The other very pleasant thing about this concert compared to other Military bands was 

the lack of commericials. At Navy Band concerts after every song you heard about the 

Sea Commard, Navy Aviation, The Naval Academy, the submarine fleet, etc.  The same 

is true for Air Force Band Concerts. Earlier this year while at a Air Force Band Concert 

at the Touhil Center at one point a female vocalist asked for everyone in the audience 

who loved America to raise their hands.  I was not sure if this was an attempt to find 

possible terrorists who didn't put their hands up or Canadians. At the Marine concert the 

flow of the program was never interrupted.  At the very end Sara Dell'Omo simply asked 

everytone to remember to service people across the world.  

 

The other item of interest was how many members of the band were from St. Louis and 

espeially WEST COUNTY.  

 

There were a total of five members from the St. Louis metropolitan area, including four 

from West County. While bass clainetest M.Sgt. Jilhoon Chang grew up in Granite 

City, his parents now live in Chesterfield.  

 

B-flat clarinetest S.Sgt. Rachel Siegel grew up in Manchester, MO and went to high 

school at Nerinx Hall in Webster Groves. 

 

Master Gunny Sgt. Mark Latimer on the kettle druns is also from Manchester and 

went to Vianey High School.     

 

Finally a Parkway Central High Sschool grad, S.Sgt. Preston Hardage from 

Chesterfield is one the band's four trombonists.      

  
One of the trombones in this shot of the whole bass section is Preston Hardage a Parkway Central grad.   

 

While thunderstorms roll across Chesterfield on a Tuesday night we were treated to 

some great sounds in Purser Center.    
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THE SECOND TIME AROUND:  Ben McDavid, widower, retired Hazelwood School 

District music teacher, professional sax player and former resident of Town and Country 

(Thornhill subdivision) was married  on Saturday September 13 at The City Cottage at 

3800 Chouteau to Connie Bucehre of Kirkwood.  The couple is now living in Warson 

Woods.  

   
The wedding ceremony with a City of St. Louis judge presiding.   McDavid with his former next door 

neighbor Joyce Phillips, a retired principal from the Lindbergh School District and a current member of the 

board of directors of the Museum of Transportation. 

  
It is always interesting to see who a musician hires when they need music... with an older crowd they did 

not have the dance floor filled during the first set, but by the last two sets the dance floor was packed. 

Mark Frederickson (out of view) on keyboards, Larry Johnson on sax, Jim Manely on trumpet, Charley B 

on vocals, Joe Weber on drums, who played at the Jay Leno Show the night before at Lindenwoodand 

Randy Bahr on guitar.     

 

CORRECTION:  Last week we sent out the newsletter with the wrong photo of the 

principal at Mason Ridge Elementary School, Mike Schmerold. I have to say the Mike is 
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either camera shy or the opposite of Mayor Jon Dalton.  Instead of having his photo 

plastered over newsletters and the school's website, the photos are of the kids and 

teachers. Here is the correct photo of Mike Schmerold, that my excellent webmaster 

was able to create from a KSDK interview. It was corrected on the newsletter posted on 

the website.  

 

  
 

CARTOONS: 
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A PORSCHE AND A PORCUPINE:  Former Chesterfield Patch editorJean Whitney was so 

pissed off when she was recently cut off by a Porche sports coupe driver that she snapped a 

photo of the car and posted it on facebook. I  loved the response from Dexter Gresh because it 

reminded of two Town and Country elected officials.  

Jean Whitney 

September 7 at 5:46pm · iOS ·  

I didn't realize a Porsche came w/driving privileges like: cutting a left turn w/o signaling at a 3-

way stop, and driving down the center of the road. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/JeanneAWhitney?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10202771209377788&set=a.3831937393398.2141985.1126794886&type=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apple.com%2Fios%2F&h=7AQFQ5Lm4&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10202771209377788&set=a.3831937393398.2141985.1126794886&type=1
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LikeLike · · Share 

 Jean Lightowler Kirchner likes this. 

  

Dexter Gresh Old favoite joke: What's the difference between a Porsche and a 

porcupine?  

 

A porcupine has the pricks on the outside. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ajax/sharer/?s=2&appid=2305272732&p%5B0%5D=1126794886&p%5B1%5D=1073741957&share_source_type=unknown
https://www.facebook.com/jean.l.kirchner
https://www.facebook.com/dexter.gresh?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/dexter.gresh?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/dexter.gresh?fref=ufi

