
1 

 

EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 112 

 

January  23,   2014  

                                  

By John Hoffmann   

 

MIDNIGHT BURGLAR   ARRESTED AFTER COUPLE BARRICADES THEMSELVES 

IN BATHROOM AND WAIT FOR TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE: It wasn’t Santa 

coming early, but it was someone from far, far away.  Instead of Santa it was Gary 

Hockman, 41, of 4006 S. Fairway Springfield, Missouri. 

 

The homeowners of a house in the house in the 2400 block of N. Ballas woke shortly 

after 2 AM on December 13 with the sounds of someone trying to knock down their 

back door first and then their front door. They barricaded themselves in a bathroom and 

called the Town and Country Police. They reported that they heard the suspect talking 

to himself inside their house.  Meanwhile other neighbors were also being awakened 

and called.  

 

When the police arrived they found a piece of patio furniture had been thrown a patio 

door.  The entire Town and Country PD overnight shift along with officers from 

Frontenac, Des Peres and Creve Coeur responded. Hockman was arrested by the front 

door of a nearby house. Police report that Hockman was intoxicated, something that is 

not unusual in Hockman’s life. 

 

Hockman was held for less than a day before posting a $55,000. Hockman is currently on 

probation for an eight year sentence on the third felony DWI case and a felony resisting arrest.  
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Here is a portion of Hockman’s record: 

 

08/25/00      Felony DWI        Jasper County (01/30/01 PG sent to 3 yrs DOC but only served 119 days) 

09/15/01      Felony DWI        Joplin PD  (06/27/03 PG sent to 3 years DOC) 

08/25/04      Felony DWI        Greene County (12/13/04 PG sent to 3 years DOC)  

12/27/08      Felony DWI        Springfield PD   (06/02/09 PG 8 yrs DOC 5-yr Probation)  

                    Resisting Arrest                           (6/02/09 PG 5 years DOC 5-year Probation) 

 

With 30-years as a cop, I have always maintained that while interstate highways make 

life very convenient you never know what kind of evil they will deposit in your community 

from time to time.  Hockman would be a good example of that.  

 

$40,000 FOR DEER GOES QUICKLY:  This year the Board of Aldermen allotted 

just $40,000 for lethal deer management.  The city thought the deer population had 

dropped after 115 deer were killed over two weeks in December of 2012. However, the 

Missouri Department of Conservation didn’t see the big drop in their census estimate 

and the deer-vehicle accident confirmed MDOC estimate when accident rate dropped 

by only six from 2012 to 2013. 

 

This year the lethal deer management began on January 16 and is set to end one week 

later on January 23.  A full report should be on the city’s website by the end of the 

month.  

 

LAST MINUTE RACE IN WARD 2:  We all expected to see Alderman Phil Behnen be 

challenged for his seat in Ward 4. This was after his unbridled support for Maryville 

University plans to move their Maintenance Facility down to Conway Road on property 

that had been zoned residential.  There was strong opposition to the move after nearby 

residents compromised and dropped all opposition to the relocation of the softball and 

soccer fields to Conway Road. Linda Rallo filed to run against Behnan a day after filing 

opened. No one else had filed to run until the last day to file, Tuesday January 21.  

 

That is when Alderman Chuck Lenz got a surprise and Amy Anderson from 4 

Rutherford Lane (the big house on the cul-de-sac) filled out the paper work at city hall to 

be a candidate in Ward 2. 

 

We wrote about Anderson last July, after she flew home from her Michigan summer 

home to attend the Planning and Zoning meeting where the Allegro retire center 

development on Clayton Road next to Mason Village Shopping Center to be voted on.  

Her subdivision abuts the property.   
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Anderson’s father had been on the Planning and Zoning Board of the old Village of 

Town and Country back when it of the town was located mostly east of Topping Road.  

She brought with her a huge rubber stamp that had “R-1” on it that was given to her 

father after he stepped down. 

 

    
 

I am guessing that Anderson was none to-thrilled with the Allegro process, where 

Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith had been seen lunching with the developers and then 

refused to say what his opinion was on the project at community meetings. Anderson 

and many others spoke on being disappointed how Mayor Dalton and aldermen let the 

project get as far as it did without telling Allegro their plan to rezoning residential 

property to a new combination commercial/condo senior living zone would never be 

allowed.  

 

    I chose this photo because it was the best one I had of Chuck’s 

dog! 
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The problem with latest terms of Chuck and Gussie Crawford (Ward 3) is that neither 

introduced anything unique.  Anything with their name on it was written by the staff and 

not Chuck or Gussie.  I know Chuck’s position is that he feels it is pointless to write and 

introduce a bill if he knows he will not have the backing on other alderman.  Chuck has 

brought up some valid points concerning issues being debated as has Gussie, but 

neither have brought and push any legislation that they have written in an attempt to 

make a change. Also neither has challenged the mayor’s last two deficit budgets.   

 

I know when I was on the board of aldermen I wrote at least six bills dealing with 

rewriting the budget to save three employees’ jobs (failed), a bill allowing private 

property owners to hire approved contractors to do lethal deer management (failed), a 

resolution suspending the license for one-day of retail liquor establishments whose 

employees were charged with selling to minors (failed), a bill to ban the use of 

cellphones while driving (failed), a bill allowing residents or homeowner groups to hire 

trash companies of their choice (passed), a bill making Inattentive Driving a traffic 

infraction (passed but under a different sponsor’s name), a resolution ordering the 

police chief to issue a citation to Brian Marchant-Calsyn, a ex-convict drug dealer for 

operating a business for three years in an office building in the city without a business 

license (failed) and an ordinance making dark colored tinted license plate covers illegal 

on vehicles driven or parked on public streets in Town and County (failed). 

 

I knew most of these bills and resolutions would not pass, simply because I introduced 

them, but I felt they all were needed.  Now in is rare to find an alderperson willing to 

write a bill.  

 

 

DENTIST OFFICE BETWEEN PIZZA AND PASTA GETS BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT APPROVAL FOR VARIANCE:  On Tuesday night the Town 

and Country Board of Adjustment approved two variances.  One for a dentist office on 

Woods Mill Road squeezed in between Rich and Charlie’s Pizza and Rich and Charlie’s 

Pasta. 

 

The little strip shopping area that sits in front of the Waterway Gas Station and Carwash 

and the Lamp and Lantern Shopping Center has the Pizza place, a nail spa, the empty 

office, the Pasta restaurant and a drycleaners. It is a tough one way in one way out for 

the parking.  The variance was required because a dentist office by code required 13 

parking spaces.  There are not 13 parking spaces to be had to be dedicated to a dentist 

office.  Gene Holtzman of Hutkin Reality testified he did not think the store front could 
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be leased without a variance. The property was originally in unincorporated St. County 

before being annexed into Town and Country in 1983. 

  The space for a new dentist office is in the middle 

of this business strip on the northwest corner of Woods Mill and Clayton Road.  

           

 

SCHOOL FOR SPECIAL NEEDS KIDS TO BUILD ON SOUTH FORTY:  

The Promise Christian Academy run by the Kirk of the Hills Church for 20 special needs 

students running from ages of five to 18 received a variance from the Board of 

Adjustment to build a new building to serve up to 64 students with a possible expansion 

to 86.  The building will be on 4.2 acres along the South Forty Outer Road. 

 

The variance was needed because the current zoning requires elementary schools to 

be on five acres of land. Ben Stegmann, the vice Chairman of the Board of the Promise 

Academy explained that while the school would have an outdoor playground, it would 

not have athletic fields or a large gym.  The class sizes are six to eight students per 

classroom and would remain at that number even with expansion said Stegmann.  

 

Now for something completely different:  Unlike recent contentious battles between local 

neighborhood groups and institutions wanting to expand, this project had the support of 

neighboring homeowners. 

 

Bill Muld a trustee of The Hamptons subdivision stated that at a recent neighborhood 

meeting the residents voted overwhelmingly to support the project. The school had 

started at the Kirk of the Hills Church on Ladue Road west of Mason and then moved 

several times.  It is now located in West Hills Community Church.  The special school 

also has ties to nearby Westminster Christian Academy.  
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THE PROPER FASHION STATEMENT: I have always found it disingenuous 

when I’m at Board of Aldermen meetings and see Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton 

is his $1,000 suit with cuff links and collar stays or Alderman Tim Welby with his French 

collar and cuffs.  Meanwhile the citizens in the audience, even out here in central 

snoburbia are wearing regular people clothes for 7pm at night, no ties no suits.   

 

Well the Board of Adjustment has the right fashion idea.  At the January meeting of the 

five members only one was wearing a tie.  Chairman Jim Crowley was in his 

shirtsleeves without a tie. Now if the mayor could only manage to appoint at least one 

woman to the board since 53% of the city’s population is women.   
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POLICE REPORT FOR DECEMBER: 

 

Here is a breakdown of police activities for December: 

 

76 auto accidents 

27 criminal reports 

27 DWI arrests 

47 misc calls 

430 traffic citations 

 

Under John Copeland these number were not available, which always struck me as 

odd, as when I was an assistant police chief and also handled police contracts to three 

cities in Maryland, I prepared four of these types of reports for the elected officials every 

month.  

 

Chief Pat Kranz is now doing this in Town and Country. 

 

PARKS DEPARTMENT CONTINUES TO IGNORE ROUTINE LAND MANAGEMENT 

MAINTENANCE:  We have written several times in the last six months how the Town 

and Country Parks department’s lack of land management has allowed honeysuckle to 

take over the interior of Longview Park so it should now be called, “No-View Park.”  

 

    The non-existent view at Longview Park.  

  

It has gotten just as bad at Drace Park as the park department continues to ignore out 

of control wisteria which is killing trees at the east end of the park. This follows the park 

Department’s failure to do annual fall cutting of the prairie grass plot which is now small 

trees and mostly weeds with a little bit of prairie grass.    
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Wisteria wrapped around and killing trees in Drace Park.  

 

      

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 57 

 
January  23,   2014 

 

By  John Hoffmann 

 

LAST MINUTE FILERS MEAN A RACE IN EVERY WARD:  The last day to file brought 

out opponents against the dean of councilpersons Barry Flachsbart (Ward 1) and 

Connie Fults (Ward 4). Now there is a race for the council seat in every ward.  

 

IT’S THE BATTLE OF THE KING OF KINGS LUTHERAN CHURCH:  In 

Ward 1, Benjamin Keathley a recent law school grad who told me he is doing personal 

injury work for a St. Louis law firm, filed to run against Barry Flachsbart.    
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Flachsbart was on the first ever City Council of Chesterfield when the city was formed in 

1988 and is considered a founding father of the city. He currently is a professor at the 

UM-Rolla. 

 

“He’s a nice guy and I like him,” said Flachsbart of Keathley.  “I have known him since 

he was kid.  He goes to my church (The King of Kings),’ added Flachsbart.  

 

In a brief chat with Keathley he stated he was upset with the recent developments 

where the city allowed two outlet malls to be build even though it is likely one will go out 

of business. (Apparently Keathley is not a big property rights guy that thinks individuals 

and companies have a right to fail.) 

 

He also stated he was unhappy with the tax breaks given both new malls which he said 

were unfair to Chesterfield Mall which was never given a special tax district status or 

any other tax break.  Keathley grew up out the high-end 63005 zip code in Ward 4.  

 

Flachsbart actually voted against the Commercial (Community) Improvement District 

sales tax of 1-cent for the Premium Outlet Mall, but said he was only against it because 

the Taubman Mall was going to have a TDD sales tax that only generated 0.6-cents tax. 

Flachsbart said he thought they should be the same. Flachsbart also did not push to 

oppose the Traffic Development District for Taubman, which is not presented before the 

council, but is in a legal filing naming the city a defendant.  

 

       
Flachbart at the pre-meting agenda meeting.             Keathley in the crowd at the regular meeting. 

 

Keathley lives in an apartment at 14550 Rialto Dr.  Flachsbart’s last challenger also was 

an apartment/condo resident who he defeated easily. Apartment dwellers normally don’t 

vote in a block as they usually are not too interested in local elections.     
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Tale of the cars:  As regular readers know for a number of years we have liked to 

compare automobiles driven by each candidate, showing if they drive sensible cars or 

gas guzzlers or grossly pretentious cars. Unfortunately we could find no automobile on 

County tax rolls registered to Keathley by his name or his address.  

 

Barry and his wife have a 15-year Mercedes Benz, a 2003 Honda Odyssey and a 2005 

Honda CRV. 

 

WARD 2:  There was no sighting of challenger Tom Northcott running against 

incumbent Elliott Grissom.  We wrote about Northcott’s filing in our last newsletter. 

 

WARD 3:  Also in the audience at Wednesday’s meeting was professional gambler and 

card shark Andy Kazen.   (Kazen has won under $20,000 in poker tournaments so we 

are pretty sure he has another source of income.) We wrote about his filing to run 

against incumbent Mike Casey on January 6, 2014 in our Chesterfield Newsletter #54. 

 

      
Kazen is in the blue shirt.           Mike Casey at the agenda meeting. 

 

WARD 4:  On the final day for filing John Gazzoli of 16916 Packland Ridge Drive filed 

to run against Connie Fults.  Many of us saw this move coming.  Pacland subdivision 

residents were opposed to rezoning property for the Arbors at Kehr’s Mill subdivision 

project, that would allow under one-acre lots to be developed by McBride and Sons. 

 

Ward 4 Councilman Bruce DeGroot voted with the residents and against the rezoning. 

However, Fults who in the last three years has been an early vote in developers’ 

pockets voted for the rezoning.  The measure first lost in October, needing a super 

majority due to protest petitions filed by residents. 
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But at the first meeting in November it was brought back for a second vote on a motion 

by Mike Casey, who changed his vote allowing the rezoning to pass.  Fults voted 

against the residents and for McBride and Sons both times.  

 

Tale of the Cars: Connie Fults easily wins the battle of PC automobiles. Gazzoli and 

his wife could be leading the good life in Germany if you go by their cars.  They own a 

2012 Mi350 Mercedes Benz and a 2006 E350s Mercedes Benz, plus a 2004 GMC 

Yukon.        

 

Meanwhile Fults and her husband and kids have a fleet consisting of a 2005 Ford 

Taurus, 2007 Chrysler van, 2008 Saturn Vue and a 2009 Ford Flex.  

 

 

THE CHESTERFIELD CITY COUNCIL COMES OUT OF HIBERNATION: 

Having cancelled their last meeting in December and their first meeting of 2014, the 

Chesterfield city Council finally decided to met on Wednesday January 22. You would 

think after that many meetings they would have lots to do.  They really didn’t and the 

meeting that lasted 35 minutes.  It would have been much shorter, but the mayor 

handed out three awards and there was a debate on the procedure to withdraw a bill 

from a first reading that seemed like it would not end.      

 

THE CORNER OF CLAYTON AND SCHOETTLER ROAD:  This turned out 

to be “bills to nowhere” with a 20 minutes discussion. The bills were for the new 

residential development planned for the northwest corner of Clayton and Shoettler 

Roads. However there is what is called a “green sheet amendment” attached to the bill 

by staff which charges what was originally passed by the Planning and Zoning 

Commission.   

 

Without Planning Commission approval the staff was going to change the zoning to R-2 

which would allow 28 housing units to be built.  

 

Residents from Westerly Place, the subdivision north of the planned development were 

present.  They did not want the new subdivision’s street to tie into theirs. If a gate is put 

up…by Chesterfield code the streets would go from being public to private.  That is not 

something a two-street subdivision wants or can afford.  If they force the developer to 

build a cul-de-sac the developer will lose a lot.  

 

There was a lively debate (lively for the council members but a sure sedative for a group 

of Boy Scouts at the meeting).  The bill was not first read and was sent back to staff.       
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TWO NO VOTES FOR A SECRET MEETING:  I find the more I’m see Councilperson 

sNancy Greenwood and Dan Hurt the more I like them.  The city attorney and mayor 

wanted to close the agenda review meeting to discuss a legal matter. This is usually a 

simple unanimous vote.  But Nancy Greenwood stated that she did not feel the material  

to be discussed needed to be removed from public view. Hurt agreed with her and they 

both voted no.  Of course after the meeting neither would talk about the topic of the 

meeting.  I checked lawsuit records and could not find any recent filings against the City 

of Chesterfield.  

 

 file photo of Hurt and Greenwood. 

 

    

 

MEDIA WATCH 1:   Faulty/Inaccurate  Post-Dispatch headline and 

story.  This story was changed online as the print version was very misleading 

and in fact false. Here is the headline and first two paragraphs as they appeared in the 

print edition of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch on June 22. 

 

GoodSports to build $23 million hotel, fieldhouse in Chesterfield 

 

By Lisa Brown 

 

Goodsports Enterprises Global has picked a site in Chesterfield to build a $23 million 

hotel and fieldhouse that will cater to traveling athletes and their families.  It is part of 

the Florida-based company’s plan to build 25 such “villages” nationwide.   

 

The location is at the Chesterfield Blue Valley development, adjacent to the new St. 

Louis Premium Outlets.  Construction on the 130-room hotel and 85,000-square-foot 

fieldhouse will begin this fall, the Sarasota Fla.-based company said, and the facilities 

should be open in 2015…. 
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The article eventually quoted a live human, Dean Wolfe, a Clayton based developer.   

 

This is a typical move by Wolfe to announce plans to the press when in fact there are no 

actual plans.  Apparently some dope like me is well aware of this but a Post-Dispatch 

business reporter does not have a clue.  

 

I spoke with Chesterfield Planning Director Amiee Nassif Wednesday afternoon and 

asked if this was the case of Wolfe announcing another project with no plans or 

discussions with the city.   She said I was correct. 

 

“We called and we had two informal conversations with no specifics,” said Nassif.  

There has been absolutely nothing submitted to the city,” she added.  

 

Wolfe talked to the press in July of 2013 about hotels and other businesses coming to 

land next to the outlet mall and again there were no plans with the city.  That is still true 

today.  

 

The Post-Dispatch article reported that construction will begin in the fall.  That is false! 

No construction date could be guessed until plans are submitted, reviewed by staff, 

traffic studies are done, MoDOT approval if necessary is obtained, approval from the 

levee district along with from MSD is obtained. The plans then have to go through the 

Planning and Zoning Commission. After P&Z they plans have to be approved by the 

Public Works Committee, then they finally get to the City Council.      

 

The idea of a reporter writing an article without contacting the city’s planning department 

is simply amazing and another example of poor journalism and a lack of good editing at 

the P-D.    

  

 

MEDIA WATCH 2:   KMOV Report Falsely Infers Chesterfield is Running a 

Speed Trap:  

 

Chesterfield does not run speed traps.  The police chief for over 25 years has officers 

occasionally patrol I-64 and Hwy 141, but he does not allow them to run radar speed 

enforcement, leaving that up to the Missouri Highway Patrol. Chesterfield radar 

enforcement is done on side streets and main streets but not on highways. KMOV 

claimed otherwise, despite being told otherwise by city officials.  

 

Here is what was post on line with a link to the televised story.  
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  by KMOV.com Staff  

KMOV.com 

Posted on January 22, 2014 at 11:13 PM 

(KMOV) --  Drivers along a busy area roadway are one step closer to seeing changes to the 

speed limit. 

Chesterfield city leaders voted on Wednesday night to make Highway 141 what they feel is safer 

and more driver friendly. 

News 4’s Julian Johnson questioned officials about whether the road is just one big speed trap. 

Click the video player to see his full report.  

http://www.kmov.com/news/just-posted/Chesterfield-officials-vote-to-increase-speed-limit-on-

Highway-141-241589371.html 

Here is the amazing thing…Chesterfield has moved a bill forward to RAISE THE 
SPEED LIMIT on a section of Hwy-141 not lower it.  So I’m not sure how that could be 
creating a speed trap.  

Julian Johnson, a rookie KMOV reporter, who most recently claimed he was in 
Chesterfield when it was well inside the city limits of Town and Country, continued his 
misinformation from West County.  

Johnson said Hwy 141 changes speed limits repeatedly making it an easy speed trap.  
What he did not say was that the higher speeds are on portions of the road that is a 
limited access highway, similar to an Interstate and the lower speed in Town and 
Country and Manchester are where there are intersecting streets with stop lights, 
including one to a high school.  
 
Just when I vowed not to watch KSDK news anymore…now I have to question if KMOV 
is much better.     
 
Johnson reported that the City Council “voted unanimously” to increase the speed limit 
from 50 to 55 on the limited access section of Hwy-141.  That was completely false.  All 
the city council did was vote to have the bill first read.  In Missouri all bills have to have 
two readings before being voted on.  There was no vote on this bill.  It will be voted on 
at the February 3 city council meeting. Johnson did mention this. 
 
  

http://www.kmov.com/news/just-posted/Chesterfield-officials-vote-to-increase-speed-limit-on-Highway-141-241589371.html
http://www.kmov.com/news/just-posted/Chesterfield-officials-vote-to-increase-speed-limit-on-Highway-141-241589371.html
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 Johnson seated before airing his fact deficit 

report.  

 

MEDIA WATCH 3:  Okay this one doesn’t have anything to do with Chesterfield and 

we are not done with the Chesterfield section yet, but as long as we are being critical of 

media I figured I’d include this one.    

 

RIVERFRONT TIMES ASSUMES QUIT A BIT: Here is a headline from Friday’s 

Riverfront Times website: 

 

Red Light Cameras Capture St. Louis' Worst Car Crashes of 2013:  

 

The story that followed contained video of red light runners including those in accidents 

supplied in a PR move by St. Louis’ red light camera provider American Traffic 

Solutions.  

 

Of course the idea that the cameras captured the worse accidents is completely untrue.  

It captured routine red light running and failing to yield while turning accidents.  There 

were no police car chase accidents with cars overturning and people getting ejected or 

accidents where you cannot recognize one or more of the cars after impact.  

 

THE DOUBLE TAXATION OF WEST COUNTY FIRE DISPATCHING:  I 

was tipped off to the fact that the three-man board of directors of the West County EMS 

& Fire Protection District were a little reluctant to give a straight answer to Jim Erickson 

of West Magazine, who was asking if WCEMS&FPD was seeking to leave the Central 

County Emergency 9-1-1dispatch group and be dispatched by the County once the new 

County ECC complex is completed in Ohlendorf West Park off Hana Road and Big 

Bend Road.  
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The problem since day one with CCE911 was the way it financed itself. The original 

members dated back to 1971 and included Maryland Heights FPD, Creve Coeur FPD, 

Ballwin FPD (now Metro West), Chesterfield FPD (now Monarch FPD), Manchester Fire 

Protection District (now WCEMS&FPD) and the City of Town and Country.  

 

Funding for the fire dispatch center, which was originally located in the Creve Coeur 

FPD fire station on Olive Blvd. was determined on assessed valuation of property.  That 

meant since the early days to now Chesterfield (Monarch) residents have been 

underwriting all the other fire districts, since the property in Chesterfield is worth more 

than the property in the other districts.  

 

This is blatantly unfair since it costs exactly the same to dispatch a call anywhere in the 

service, but Monarch and the City of Town and Country were paying 30 and 40% more 

than the average cost due to their property valuations. Town and Country gave up their 

ownership rights in CCE911 in 2012 and saw their costs drop dramatically. Now it is the 

citizens of the Monarch FPD who are underwriting the service for Maryland Heights and 

Creve Coeur residents. (Metro West and WCEMS&FPD have been charged at about 

the actual cost per each dispatched call, which is around $112.) 

 

By 2013 CCE911 began dispatching for almost all of the Fire Districts in St. Louis 

County and several of the municipalities.  

 

However, in 2009 the 9-1-1 sales tax passed.  This tax was advertised as being needed 

to provide technology updates to the County’s 9-1- capabilities, but it had no sunset. 

While answering the phone and sending help had always been part of the cost of 

running police and fire operations, suddenly there was a sales tax just for that.   

 

Once the upgrades were made, money kept pouring in. The County decided to build a 

new 9-1-1 center in south Ballwin where the County Police Dispatchers will be moved 

from the basement at Police Headquarters in Clayton. The new center will also have 

capabilities to do fire and ambulance dispatching.  

 

Here is the question for the citizens who are either being hit with a separate dispatch tax 

by their fire district (people in Chesterfield are paying 5-cent per $100 valuation) or 

whose fire district tax or city taxes are paying for dispatching. Why are you being double 

taxed? If there is a County Wide 911 sales tax, should that be paying for part or all of 

the municipal and fire dispatch centers? 
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The chiefs at Creve Coeur, Maryland Heights and WCEMS&FPD apparently went to a 

County Emergency Communications meeting.  Rumor had it they were interested in 

leaving CCE911.  Some other members of CCE911 were upset over this munity.  

 

If a move to the new County Dispatch Center would mean no more double taxes for the 

same service, I say, “Good for the Chiefs!”  However, if it would mean simply the fire 

districts would keep the money saved and not pass it along to the taxpayers it would be 

disheartening.  

 

Right now CCE911 is asking for grants from the County to help fund their newly 

expanded operation. Again if this would mean a savings to the residents and the end to 

two taxes for fire dispatching it would be a good thing.  But, a reduction in taxes is 

something I will have to see to believe.  

 

I have the feeling that Director Jane Cunningham, the Monarch FPD representative to 

Central County E911 Fire Dispatch, thinks the chiefs are not being loyal to CCE911.  

But if they can save taxpayers money maybe “munity” isn’t such a bad thing. 

 

 THE YING AND YANG OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS:  I wrote last 

March how I admired Jane Cunningham filing her campaign finance reports 

electronically with the Missouri Ethics Commission.  While many candidates and elected 

officials file with the St. Louis County Board of Elections which is not online.  This 

causes people like me to drive over the Board of Elections Maplewood office and spend 

an hour or so pulling records.  Jane’s reports are just a few clicks away from the warmth 

of my home office.  Since she was using money left over in her Senate campaign fund 

Cunningham really didn’t do a lot of fundraising.   

 

An appearance of a conflict:  That is why I was surprised to see that she was 

accepting any money in the final quarter of 2013.  There was one contribution that I was 

very surprised she did not send back, due to the appearance of a conflict.  Right now 

Cunningham does not need to give the Firefighter’s Local 2665 any ammunition to use 

against her.  

 



18 

 

 We have given Jane Cunningham far more pluses than 

minuses in her first nine months on the Monarch fire Protection Board.  However accepting one 

specific campaign contribution we would have to mark down as a minus.   

 

She began the fourth quarter of 2013 with $83,195 in the bank.  Clearly she was not in a 

great need for more campaign money, since she is in her first year of a six-year term.  

 

Here are the campaign contributions she reported: 

11/20/13   $100   Alan and Beth Curtis   24 Bellerive Country Club Grounds T&C, MO 

11/12/13   $100   William and Marion Howells 15143 Appalachian   Chesterfield MO   

11/17/13   $200   Brenda and Jim Talent 1470 Country Lake Estates  Chesterfield MO 

11/20/13   $100   Norm and Carol Baxter 1879 Stenton Path Chesterfield MO 

12/18/13   $600   Schuhmacher Fire Equipment   2000 E 5th St   Washington, MO     

 

It might be interesting that former U.S. Senator Jim Talent gave her $200.  But what 

jumps off the page is the $600 from a fire equipment supplier who is likely going to be 

doing business with the Monarch Fire Protection District. The three directors approve 

contracts and bills.  

 

I have a feeling that this $600 will hurt Cunningham more than it could ever help her.  I 

really have to wonder why she did not turn this contribution down and send it back to 

the fire equipment supplier.  It is like giving the firefighters’ union a $600 bat to beat her 

with.  

       

 

REGIONAL NEWS:  Here are stories and comments that effect both Town 

and Country and Chesterfield plus the County in general.     
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THE MILLION DOLLAR MAN CONTINUES TO RAKE IT IN: State Rep. John Diehl’s 

collection of campaign contributions continues to soar and Diehl of course continues to 

have no opposition. 

 
In the last quarter of 2013 Diehl collected $191,675 bringing his total of campaign 

contributions since 2008 to $1,516,571.  Diehl has never had anyone run against him in 

a primary or a general election.  

 

Despite it being “campaign contributions” and the fact that Diehl has never had to 

“campaign” he has spent slightly over $1-million of the contributions, giving most of it to 

other Republican candidates ensuring his spot as Speaker of the House in 2015, to 

political consultants and to pay other expenses. He also bought members of the 

Republican caucuses two and three hundred dollar meals to ensure he got elected the 

Speaker of the House in 2015. He currently has $412,515 in the bank. 

 

The $1.5 million has not come the way most local politicians and state reps get 

contributions by going to morning coffees and other neighborhood meetings. Diehl’s 

money has come from large business and special interest groups which are almost 

entirely outside of his West County district, including from Japan, China and Germany.   

 

In three months Diehl accepted $5,000 from the Payday Loan industry, $1,000 from the 

red lights and photo radar people and plus $1,000 or more contributions from utilities, 

numerous healthcare groups, lobbyists and banking groups.     

  

In the last quarter Diehl stopped looking out for the health, safety and welfare of 

Missourians accepted $6,000 from the makers of cigarettes, cigars and smokeless 

tobacco.   Below are the products of the tobacco companies which gave Diehl money. 
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Here are just some of Diehl larger contributors giving $1,000 or more in the last three 

months of 2013.  

 

$2,500    MO Health care Assoc. 

$2,000    Realtors Political Action Committee 

$1,000    Dealers Interested in Government  

$1,000    Penman & Winton Consulting 

$1,500    Century Link, Monroe, Louisiana (bought Savvis) 

$1,000    Rudolph Farber, Neosho, MO 

$1,000    D.L. Cole and Associates 

 $1,000   Daiichi Sankyo, Inc.   Parisippany, NJ   A Japanese pharmaceutical company  

 $2,500   Bryan Cave Washington, DC office  

$2,000    Isle of Capri Casinos  

$1,000    Boehringer Ingelhelm, Ridgefield CT   A German pharmaceutical company  
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$5,000    Rightchoice Managed Care   Cincinnati, Ohio 

$5,000     Blue Cross Blue Shield of KC 

$10,000   August Busch, III  St. Peters, MO 

$5,000     Noranda Aluminum 

$1,000     Bank of America, Wilmington, DE 

$1,000     Titlemax   Savannah, GA  Payday Loans  

 $1,000    Advantage Metals Recycling Cincinnati, OH 

$1,000     American Water employees PAC 

$1,000     H&R Block   KCMO 

$1,000     Cheyenne International   Grover, NC Tobacco (manufactures 4 brands of  

                                                                                             cigarettes, 1 brand of cigars and 4 brands of 

                                                                                             smokeless tobacco. 

$5,000       RAI Services, Winston-Salem, NC     Tobacco  makers of Camel, Winston,   

                                                                              Salem and 8 other brands of cigarettes 

$1,000       Time-Warner Cable  Charlotte, NC     

$10,000     Howard Wood Bonne Terre, MO    Cable TV  

http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/print-edition/2010/12/17/howard-wood.html?page=all 

$10,000      MHA PAC(Missouri Hospital Association  

$2,000       John Bardgett and Associates   Lobbyists 

$2,500       Cerner Corporation Kansas City   Healthcare 

$5,000        Missouri Bankers Association  

$1,000        Verizon   Folsom, CA 

$1,500        Empire District Electric   Joplin, MO 

$1,000        Union Pacific Railroad Omaha, NE 

$2,000        Check into Cash   Cleveland, TN   (payday loans) 

$1,000        American Traffic Solutions  Scottsdale, AZ   Red light and radar cameras 

$20,000      Grow Missouri PAC 

$1,000        Associated General contractors of St. Louis  

$1,000        Simmons, Browder, Giannaris, Angelides & Barned   Alton, IL 

$1,000        QC Holdings   Overland Park, KS    Payday Loans 

$2,000        Advance American   Spartanburg, SC   Payday Loans  

$2,500        L.K. Ecklekamp, Jr.   Washington, MO   Banker 

$2,500        James J. Murphy, Jr.  Ladue 

$2,500        Missouri State Farm Agents 

$2,500        Burns and McDonnell  Town and County & Kansas City  Engineering  

$1,000        James Havel  Frontenac MO   Major Brands Liquor Distributor  

$1,000        Anthony Short  Webster Groves   Major Brands Liquor Distributor 

$1,000        Mo Independent Bankers,  Liberty, MO 

$1,000        Heal PAC  Creve Coeur, MO 

$1,000        John Riffle  Kirkwood, MO  Lewis-Rice 

http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/print-edition/2010/12/17/howard-wood.html?page=all
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$1,000        Lewis-Rice   St. Louis 

$1,000        Grey Eagle Distributors  Maryland Heights, MO   

 $1,000       Caremark,   Lincoln, RI   mail order pharmacy  

$1,000        Humana  Louisville, KY 

$1,500        Ameren Missouri  

$1,500        Centene Management   Clayton, MO 

$2,500        DAP and Associates  (David Peacock) 42 Ballas Ct  Town and Country  

$2,500        Enterprise Holdings  Clayton, MO  

$2,500        Holton Capital Group  Clayton, Mo  

$2,500        US RAS Bartlett, IL Physicians/Surgical Doctors Association  

$5,000        Laclede Gas   St. Louis 

$2,500        Schlichter, Bogard & Denton  St. Louis 

$5,000        Express Scripts   St. Louis  Mail Order Pharmacy 

$5,000        Supporters of Health Research & Treatments   Clayton, MO 

$5,000        Mo Health Care Association 

$5,000        Drury Development  Creve Coeur, MO  Hotels 

 

Running against NO ONE is still expensive for Diehl.  He made the following credit card 

payments from his campaign funds totaling $20,468.13:   

 

11/04/13      $146.56        American Express 

11/19/13      $7,265,87     Chase (Visa) Card Services 

12/06/13      $4,974.02     Chase Card Services 

12/09/13      $2,358.62     American Express  

12/12/13      $5,723.06     Chase Card Service    

 

 Even when you are running against no one you need a campaign staff.  Diehl paid 

Charles Hinderliter of Maplewood $6,469.95 for the quarter and $26,382.02 for the year.  

     

   Diehl’s regular campaign staff…Charles Hinderliter. 

Diehl also paid $7,666 in the fourth quarter to political consultants.  You need good 

advice, apparently even when you have no opponent.  

 

Diehl also spent over $1,100 on four airline tickets in the quarter.  There are no flights to 

my knowledge from Town and Country to Jefferson City. I mean his district is basically 
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Town and Country and Chesterfield.  I don’t think there are any flights from T&C to 

Chesterfield either.  

 

SUE ALLEN GOES TO KANSAS CITY TO RAISE MONEY:  It was quite a different 

quarterly report coming from the state rep in the district next door to Diehl’s district. 

Republican Sue Allen raised $25,190 compared to Diehl’s $191,675.  

 
Allen, whose background is in health care, got a lot of contributions from physical 

therapy providers.  But she also got a large number of donations from people within her 

district. 

 

However, Sue could not sit back and wait for those $5,000 and $10,000 checks to roll in 

from around the country and around the world like Diehl.  Diehl would get a $2,500 from 

State Farm Insurance Agents and Allen would get one for $250. 

 

She had a couple of fundraiser events.  That included one far, far away from her district 

in Kansas City where she held a fundraiser at the Plaza III restaurant. The fundraiser 

cost her $516 for thirty people and she raised $5,900. 

 

On November 13 she held another fundraiser at the Sunset Country Club (again out of 

her district) and raised $14,500.  

 

State Rep. Dan Gosen (Rep), who district includes part of the west end of 

Chesterfield. Collected a mere $8,000.  

 

Here are the out of state contributors trying to buy some influence from with Gosen: 

$500       Humana Insurance Co.   Louisville, KY 

$400       Bank of America   Wilmington, DE 

$500       ACE Group PAC (insurance) Philadelphia, PA 

$500       Titlemax (payday loans) Savannah, GA 

$1,000    Advantage Metals Recycling  Cincinnati, OH 
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$250       Union Pacific Railroad  Omaha, NE 

 

State Rep. Bill Otto (D) who if you remember from our last newsletter does not 

accepted gifts or meals from lobbyists only received $2,127 in contributions for the final 

quarter of 2013 and only one contribution from outside of Missouri.  Otto’s district 

includes a portion of the northern section of Chesterfield.  His only non-Missouri 

contributor was: 

 

$250      General Motors PAC     Washington DC 

 

It is interesting that a Democratic who received several modest contributions from local 

labor unions also got a contribution from one of the Big Three.  

 

State Rep. Sue Meredith (D) has a small portion of Chesterfield in her district. She 

did not receive any contributions from out of the State of Missouri and her largest 

contributions was $1,000 from her husband.  

 

 State Rep. Sue Meredith with her largest campaign contributor 

for the fourth quarter of 2013, her husband, Michael Meredith.  

 

State Rep. Jill Schupp (D) of Creve Coeur, whose dinstrict includes a portion of 

eastern Chesterfield, announced she is running for the Missouri Senate in 2014.  She 

reported taking in $103,154 for the fourth quarter of 2013.  

 

Here is the list of her $1,000 or above contributors: 

$2,500    Ken McClain   Independence, MO   Personal Injury Lawyer 

$1,000    Eastern Missouri Laborers Education Fund  

$2,500     Leona Bohm   Creve Coeur, MO  

$1,000     Kirk Holman   Kansas City, MO   Lawyer 

$1,000     Margaret Holly  University City, MO   engineer Boeing 
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$1,000     Barry Aycock   Parma, MO 

$2,000     The Koman Group, LLC   Clayton/Creve Coeur  Office Developer 

$2,000      Michael Staenberg  Clayton, MO Real Estate Developer 

$1,000      William Danforth  Ladue, MO 

$1,708      Rose –Lynn Sokol  Clayton, MO  Urban Design, Inc. 

$1,000      AFSCME  Jefferson City, MO   Government workers labor union 

$1,000      Missouri Health Care Association  Jefferson City, MO 

$1,000      David Roberts   Clayton, MO   consultant 

$1,000      Arthur Bond   Ladue, MO architect 

$1,000      Thomas Gunn   Clayton, MO  attorney 

$1,000      David Capes   Clayton, MO   Lawyer 

$5,500      Friends of Gina Walsh   North St. Louis Co. Missouri State Senator 

$1,500      Maxine Clark   Ladue, MO   CEO Build-A-Bear 

$1,000      Martin Green  Ladue, MO Lawyer 

$1,000      Fox & Vuylsteke  Webster Groves, MO   Personal Injury Law firm 

$1,000      The Simon Law firm   St. Louis, MO 

$1,000     Landon and Emison  Lexington, MO  & Webster Groves, MO Personal Injury Law firm 

$1,000     Strong, Garner and Bauer   Springfield, MO  Personal Injury Law firm 

$1,000     O’Brien Law Firm   St. Louis, MO 

$1,000      Joan Walsh   Clayton, MO 

$1,000      Robert Weintraub   Olivette, MO  Advertising Executive 

$2,000      Supporters of Health Research & Treatments  Clayton, MO 

$5,000      Scott Shifton for State Senate  Afton, MO State Senator and Lawyer 

$1,000      Burns & McDonnell Engineers  Kansas City & Town and Country    

$1,000      Penman and Winton Consulting  Jefferson City MO  Lobbyists 

$1,822      Shelia Greenbaum  St. Louis, MO  Lawyer 

 

   Creve Coeur resident Jill Schupp. 

Here are few interesting things to note after going over the final quarter of campaign 

contributions to Schupp. 

 

1.  It appeared as if all the money except for two contributions came from within  

     Missouri, not just the big contributions.  Only two of 201 contributions came from  

     outside of Missouri. One came from a person living in a suburb of Kansas City on the  
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     Kansas side and one from an out of state company that bought the Town and  

     Country business services company Savvis (which we usually referred to as the  

     $250,000 lap dance company after the then CEO in 2003 ran up a $243,000 tab for 

     lap dances at a New York “gentlemen’s club.”     

2.  Schupp did not accept any contributions in the fourth quarter from big tobacco or  

      liquor companies. Her senate campaign has accepted $200 from the Missouri Beer  

      Wholesalers in the past. .   

3.  While getting lots of contributions from labor organizations, she did not accept any in  

     the fourth quarter from any Firefighter labor groups.  She has accepted one $500  

     contribution in the third quarter from a Firefighters Union and $500 in the fourth    

     quarter from labor lawyer Rick Berry who represents a firefighter labor group.  

 4.  While having a record in House of Representatives of not taking gifts from lobbyists, 

      accepting campaign large campaign contributions from lobbyists has not been a  

      problem for Schupp.         

      

SENATOR JOHN LAMPING (Rep):  Lamping, who lives in an exclusive Ladue 

subdivision off of Warson Road only accepted two campaign contributions in the fourth 

quarter.  They were both for $1,500.  One was from hard liquor distributor, Luxco of St. 

Louis and the other was from the Noranda Aluminum Company in New Madrid, MO. 

 
Lamping who doesn’t accept gifts from lobbyist apparently also does not accept 

contributions from lobbyists either at least in the fourth quarter of 2013.  

 

When Lamping first ran for the Senate Seat, his district while including much of the 

center of Snoburbia, including Ladue, Frontenac and Huntliegh also included Rock Hill, 

Brentwood, Maryland Heights, St. Ann, Olivette and even Breckenridge Hills, all 

communities that contain lots of Democrats. Instead of listing his residence as being in 

super-rich and very Republican Ladue, Lamping claimed he lived in “St. Louis County” 

on election material.  

 

Now after redistricting the district goes deep in Republican country all the way into 

Chesterfield.  In fact it was Lamping’s 24th District that forced very conservative Jane 

Cunningham out of the Senate. His new district included her home.  
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SENATOR BRIAN NIEVES (Rep) whose 26th district includes all of the meth making 

capital of America, Franklin County and just a bit of western Chesterfield and Wildwood 

in St. Louis County.  He is closely associated with the Tea Party and a June editorial in 

the Post-Dispatch pointed out some of the things he had done since being elected to 

the senate that were untraditional to say the least. 

 http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/columns/the-platform/editorial-sen-brian-nieves-

shameful-act-wears-thin/article_7fc2ac69-20ff-5ba3-b0d1-f70e28d5d152.html 

 

Here is where some of his $24,645 received in the fourth quarter came from.  

 

$2,500     Missouri Bankers Association 

$1,500     Cheyenne International, LLC  Grover, NC  Tobacco 

$1,000     Missouri Council of Firefighters   Blue Springs, MO 

$1,500     Noranda Aluminum  New Madrid, MO 

$1,000     Express Scripts   St. Louis, MO 

$1,000     Comcast   Philadelphia, PA 

$2,500     Ameren Missouri St. Louis, MO  

$1,000     Missouri Independent Banks   Liberty, MO 

 

Nieves held one fundraiser during the quarter and it involved firearms, which is not a 

surprise as Nieves has a history of telling people how he owns lots of guns. He spent 

$5,421 on October 10, 2013 at the St. Louis Trap and Skeet Club in Pacific, MO for a 

fundraiser that brought in $11,745 for a net of $6,324. 

    Nieves with one of his guns. 

 

SEN. ERIC SCHMITT (Rep) who just has a couple of Chesterfield streets in his 

district has $855,014 in his campaign war chest at the end of the fourth quarter. Schmitt 

will be term limited out after this term.  Do you think he might be eyeing a statewide 

race? 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/columns/the-platform/editorial-sen-brian-nieves-shameful-act-wears-thin/article_7fc2ac69-20ff-5ba3-b0d1-f70e28d5d152.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/columns/the-platform/editorial-sen-brian-nieves-shameful-act-wears-thin/article_7fc2ac69-20ff-5ba3-b0d1-f70e28d5d152.html
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 At least Schmitt is not toting guns to his radio interviews.  

 

He brought in $108,550 in campaign contributions from October 1 to December 31. 

Looking at some of his contributors at first you are not sure if he is a Democrat or a 

Republican. In the final quarter of 2013 he accepted donations from five different 

firefighter labor groups across the state totaling thousands of dollars.  He also accepted 

money from personal injury lawyers and big business.  

 

Since Schmitt has so little of Chesterfield in his district I decided not to spend two hours 

listing all of his big contributors.  However I will note this one.  

 

Not only did Schmitt receive a free Christmas ham from the Smithfield Frms lobbyist, 

but he got a much nicer Christmas gift.  The firm that is polluting neighboring farm  land 

in Missouri and getting bills passed to limit the damages that can be collected and was 

recently purchased by a Chinese group, gave Schmitt a $1,000 Christmas time 

contribution. 

  The Smithfield Farm pig arrived twice at Schmitt’s house this Christmas season.      

  

THE SECRET WAY TO GET A NEW COUNTY EXECUTIVE:  I 

know the secret way to get a new County Executive and say 

goodbye to Charlie Dooley and his staff. However, I don’t know if 

citizens of West County have the stomach, guts or fearlessness to 

do what needs to be done. 
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On primary election day all the right wing very conservative people of West County 

need to march into their polling places and then whisper so none of their neighbors can 

hear and say, “I want a Democratic ballot.”  

 

They need to take advantage of Missouri being an “open primary” state where voters 

are not registered to specific parties or as independents to vote.  

    
The only way to get Dooley out of the Lawrence K. Ross County Office building is for 

Dooley to lose the primary election, because it has become clear that no Republican is 

going to win a county wide election.  The growing black vote in North County will never 

vote for a Republican even if he is black.  The union blue collar voters in South and Mid 

County are not going to vote for a Republican in a general election.  

 

Basically for conservative Republicans it is important to realize that local government 

has a more direct affect on your daily lives than State of Federal government. If they 

don’t want four more years of Dooley, they need to suck it up, ask for a Democratic 

ballot in August and give Dooley opponent Steve Stenger an unexpected surge in the 

votes from the Republican hotbed of West County.  They need to vote for the lesser of 

two evils.     

   

   

THE LARGER PICTURE OF THE KSDK SCHOOL LOCKDOWN:          

   KSDK where the News Comes First and High School Kids Come Last! 

 

   Keep in mind the City of Kirkwood has 33 police officer assigned to the patrol division.  

That counts command staff, supervisors and the 24 patrol officers.  Covering 24-hour 

operations and counting days off, officers on vacation or sick leave, officers at court in 
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Clayton you might only have as few as four or five uniform officers available to answer a 

call in the middle of the day. If you are trying to lockdown a large sprawling school like 

Kirkwood High School, you need all of those officers plus some more from nearby cities.  

 

While all of those officers are at the school responding to something created by KSDK 

there won’t be officers available to respond to the calls for service that occur on a 

regular day. Reduced response times whether responding to a crime or an auto 

accident, equals bad news and increased stress levels for those people requesting 

police services.  

(For our out of town readers…a person from KSDK TV news went to a large suburban high school 

wandered around the halls on his way to the front office.  There he asked to speak to security. Security 

was not available…he left a phone number and then asked where a bathroom was.  He did not head 

toward the bathroom…the school staff called the cell number and no one answered but a message 

claimed the person was with KSDK.  They called KSDK and no one would confirm this.  So the school 

staff lockdowned the school and called the police.)    

 

IN the case of the Kirkwood High School Lockdown caused by KSDK, I hope the City of 

Kirkwood sends a service bill for every officer’s time and the use of equipment and the 

time of officers who responded from other agencies to the KSDK “lockdown” and if the 

bill is not immediately paid, call the Post-Dispatch, KMOV and KTVI and let them know 

about it.  

 

While KSDK has the right to public information as much as anyone else, Kirkwood city 

and school officials certainly don’t have to do any interviews with KSDK that aren’t part 

of a general press conference.  

 

In the KSDK promos are airing of Art Holiday and Casey Nolan heading to Sochi, 

Russia for the Winter Olympics.  I wonder if Art or Casey will testing the Russian 

security.       

 

I know that Kirkwood High School offers journalism classes and it would be nice to see 

KSDK offer internships to a couple of Kirkwood HS kids in exchange for having scared 

the bejesus out of 1000 kids.  

 

     

 

OUR NIGHT AT THE LIBRARY:   Here is the headline in the January 15th edition 

of West Magazine: 

 

St. Louis City-County Merger 
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Meeting tonight kicks off series of community forums, public meetings 

 

The headline was followed by a article by Mary Shapiro.  The meeting “tonight” was at 

the St. Louis County Library headquarters on Clayton Road.  I decided to go and check 

out what the group “Common Sense for St. Louis” had to say.  According to Shapiro’s 

article “Common Sense” opposed the idea of merging the City and County, while a pro 

group “Better Together” was being formed by the Missouri council for Better Economy.” 

 

I arrived at the library 10 minutes before the start of the 7 o’clock meeting.  It appeared 

to be anything but an organized event. 

 

There were people wearing Tony Pousosa (Rep) for County Executive buttons. There 

were cards saying “Don’t Merge Us.” The card didn’t contain information who was 

paying for the card.  It did have a facebook page of stopthecitycountymerger.  I went to 

that and again found no one stepping up and publicly saying they are behind the 

facebook page. 

 
 

It seemed as if a lot of the 20 people in the room knew each other.  There was someone 

there who had an “internet radio” talk show.  I don’t know what is sadder: an internet 

newsletter like this one or an internet talk show.     

 

A couple of guys wearing “Tony Pousosa buttons asked what I thought of the idea of the 

merger. I told them I was against it, but I wanted to hear both sides.  

 

They were against it too and said how those in favor of the merger talked about how 

good it would be to have both the city and county fire departments responding to the 

same fires.  I told them that has been happening for over 20 years as there have been 

mutual aid agreements between St. Louis FD and municipal fire departments along the 

St. Louis border. They seemed surprised to hear this.  

 

I walked up to the table in the front of the meeting room where a woman was sitting and 

asked if there was any handout information.  She said there was no.  She then asked 



32 

 

my name.  I was afraid that she was going to write down my name on a list of 

attendees, so I replied, that I was just a member of the public.  

 

She saw that I was holding a digital camera and announced that she would not give me 

permission to photograph her.  I replied that her request was a bit odd since she was in 

a public taxpayer supported building in an advertised “public meeting.” She admitted I 

might have a point.  

 

When I learned she wasn’t keeping an attendance roster, I introduced myself to Jennifer 

Bird, who said she used to be a high school social studies teacher.  

 Jennifer Bird and the being of her long and often disjointed monologue.   

 

Bird started the meeting at about 7:10.  The crowd swelled to about 22 people. Bird then 

went on a 35 minute monologue. It was clear Bird had no real agenda.  In her 35 

minutes she covered the waterfront, talking about early recycling in University City, 

dealing with her ill mother and sand dunes along Lake Michigan.  

 

If Bird’s group “Common Sense for St. Louis” is the lead organization for fighting a city-

county merger, I think those who would oppose such a move might be in trouble. There 

is no funding except for what people put in the pitcher on the table. 

 

Actually I was surprised the County Library gave it’s space to such a partisan event.  
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After 35 minutes I decided my life might be more fulfilled if I got home in time to see a 

new episode of “Modern Family” and then go out to dinner with my wife and listen to 

some live music.  

   
Turns out I’d rather spend time with these people last Wednesday.   

      

 

THE ART GUILD BUYS A NEW HOME…err I MEAN CHURCH: We reported last fall 

how the St. Louis Artist Guild was getting kicked out of Clayton’s Oak Knoll Park. The 

Guild was receiving almost free rent from the City of Clayton, but had to provide full 

insurance and perform regular maintenance on the building.  They didn’t and Clayton 

said goodbye effective March 31. The guild looked at property in St. Louis on Jefferson 

and in Maplewood. However, they decided to purchase the Church of the Open Door on 

Big Bend Road at Grant Road in Webster Groves. The UCC church closed at Christmas 

time due to a lack of members.  
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Current location of the Art Guild in Clayton.             Reported soon to be new location in Webster Groves.   

 

 

REAL ESTATE: 

HERE IS A REAL BARGAIN:  I saw this one in the Ladue News.  “For Sale 9847 

Litzsigner Road”   The listing price was a mere $6,650,000.  The house is in the name 

of Matthew and Toni Ratteree.  According to the County Revenue website 2013 taxes 

are still owed on the house to the tune of $56,205 of that $2,167is in penalties and 

interest for just 17 days.  

 

   
The House                                                                               The couple 

 

The vehicles registered to the house are just as interesting. Matthew and Toni have only 

a 2006 Honda motorcycle and a 2006 Dodge pickup truck on the tax rolls.  This leads 

me to believe that there have been some leased cars at some time or another filling up 

the huge garage.  Their 21-year-old son, Ian Ratteree has a 1968 Toyota on the tax 

books.  According the Revenue Department Ian is late on his personal property tax 

payment of $12.21 on the vehicle and has accrued 29-cents in interest and penalties.    
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Ian is also on probation for a DWI in St. Charles County that resulted from a 11/26/2011 

arrest by sheriff’s deputies. He is currently on probation for the DWI and a drug charge 

also resulting from the same arrest.  

  And here is Ian.  

There is a third vehicle currently registered to the address per the County tax rolls.  It is 

a 2000 Dodge Caravan belonging to Grant Drese.  Drese showed the Litzsinger 

address in a 2012 divorce case.  

 

 Matthew Ratteree is president of Modular Process Control, LLC located in an office off 

Olive Blvd. in Chesterfield.   Toni’s facebook page shows she is now living in Naples, 

Florida. Collier County Florida Tax records show that Matthew and Toni own a mere 

condo at 8171 Bay Colony Drive Naples, FL.  The taxes on the condo are up to date 

and are only $24,005 compared to the $56,205 tax bill on the Litzsinger dwelling.  

  
Here is the view from the Naples’ Condo.  

  

    

 

GUESS THE PRICE: Just be thankful you live where you do.  Guess the asking price 

for these two houses: 
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The ranch house was built in 1952.  It sits on 1/3 of an acre lot. It has 4 bedrooms and 3 

baths and 2,703 square feet of living space. The second house was built in 2006. It has 

6 bedrooms and 6 bathrooms. It has 3,356 sq ft of living space.  The backyard is 

smaller than the front yard.  

 

The ranch house asking price is a mere $1,190,000. They want $1,690.000 for two-

story house. Both houses are located in Montgomery County, Maryland near the 

Washington, DC border in the Chevy Chase zip code.    

 

 

 

 

CARTOONS: 
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