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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 156 AND CHESTERFIELD 101 

 

          
By John Hoffmann 

 

December 3, 2014 

 

NEW BUSINESSES PLANNED AT CLAYTON ROAD AND BALLAS: 

Plans submitted to the City of Town and Country show a 2-story building being 

proposed to be built at the northeast corner of Clayton Road and Ballas Road where a 

Shell gas station had been located for five decades.  

 

   
 

After looking at the plans it appears as if there will be a two story building with a bank 

along with a fast food with a drive thru on the first level and offices on the second level.  

Of course the four or five grave sites that come with the property that can't be disturbed.  

 

We should know in a week or two which bank and what restaurant and will will pass that 

along immediately.  
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NEW BUILDING PLANNED AT TOWN AND COUNTRY CROSSING...STEIN MART 

STORE TO BE ADDED AND BETTER SIGNS ON CLAYTON ROAD REQUESTED:   

When Town and Country Crossing Shopping Center was first being built the 2008 

recession was hitting the Midwest and planned portions of the shopping center 

anchored by Whole Foods and Target were not built.  

 

Six years later plans have been submitted to finish the shopping center.  The center's 

plans changed at one point and a junior anchor was scrapped at the end of Whole 

Foods when the Coopers Hawk restaurant was built partially into a common area.  

However the area at the east end of the strip where the Target Store is located was still 

missing a planned junior anchor tenant.   Here is what is planned now for that area: 
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Target and Whole Foods are in white. The Stein Mart store is building C.  The other buildings in tan have 

requests in for changes to lighting, signs or the building.  Building M in the upper left corner appears to 

have a drive thru leading me to think it might be a coffee shop or sandwich shop.  

  
Directory signs in front of T&C Crossing have been desperately needed and are now planned. 

 

NEW ALDERPERSONS DON'T PROTEST ADDITION OF 

BEAUTIFICATION GRANTS ...TAX MONEY TO RICH PEOPLE STAYS 

IN: Before the Monday November 24 Board of Alderman meeting, during the agenda 

meeting Councilwoman Gussie Crawford mentioned that she had a problem with 

Beatification Grants being added to the budget by Mayor Jon Dalton.  
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Dalton responded that someone (he would not say who) in Ward 3 asked him if he 

would reinstate the Beatification Grants where the city will match dollar for dollar up to 

$5,000 for improvements to the front of subdivisions.  

 

Dalton rationalized paying for the grants by saying that there was somehow a $105,000 

in additional revenue in the 2014 budget.  However that budget ends the year with a 

$1.4 million deficit.  The 2015 budget starts off with a $1.2 million deficit. Why not put 

that money to draw down the 2015 shortfall?   

 

Dalton told Crawford that the aldermen would decide on a case by case basis if the 

grant was warranted. This seemed to mollify Crawford.  Apparently none of the 

alderpersons, even the reform ones get it! 

 
Dalton doing his best to justify gifts of tax money to subdivisions for private property improvements.  

Alderwoman Linda Rallo (right), who was more interested with stopping  people from drinking wine at 

Schnuck's  looks on.  

  

They are missing the point:  Government is supposed to provide services and facilities 

that citizens cannot provide themselves.  Such things are parks, police, fire and EMS, 

libraries, schools, roads and zoning to protect property.  I don't think paying for shrubs 

for rich people is a normal service provided by government, especially during years 

when they are deficit budgets.  

 

Amy Anderson who was elected on a platform to protect residential zoning apparently at 

this time is not big on protecting tax money from wasteful special interest handouts.  

 

Gussie Crawford certainly has been better than the Alderdope Steve Fons who she 

defeated.  However, these grants discriminate against Town and County residents who 

don't live in subdivisions, but in houses facing major roads. One of those people is 

Crawford, who lives along a section of Weidman Road where the road is outside of the 
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city limits, but the property to the east is inside of the city limits. Crawford laughs that 

police officers dropping off packets of material before Aldermanic meetings have 

confessed to her they had no idea that her house was in the city limits.  

 

Then there is Linda Rallo.  She was big on stopping people from wandering around the 

Schnuck's supermarket pushing shopping carts and swilling wine.  However Rallo has 

not taken a stand on an issue of wasting tax money.  If we have so much money 

available to hand out to rich people to plant bushes on private property perhaps we 

should look to lower some taxes and fees.  

 

Rallo in the past has said how she likes "pretty things" and would like to do what Creve 

Coeur did to enhance the landscaping at Olive and I-270 and what Chesterfield did at 

Hwy 141 and Olive.  Well if she wants something like that she needs to make an 

amendment to the budget to transfer that money earmarked for rich people and send it 

to a MoDot landscape improvement agreement.          

 

ALDERMAN WANTS TO VIOLATE SUNSHINE LAW AND GO TO 

SECRET MEETINGS TO DISCUSS BUDGET AND SALARY ISSUES:  

 
 

To hell with transparency, Alderman Jon Benigas announced at the agenda meeting 

that he wanted to have a closed meeting to discuss employee compensation.  They only 

ways you can legally go into closed session are to discuss a law suit, security, a real 

estate deal and a personnel matter.  If Benigas wants to give a specific employee a 

"special deal" ...that does not qualify as a personnel matter. If someone is on probation 
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for disciplinary reasons and a compensation improvement was to be withheld...that 

might qualify.  

 

 However, I don't think Benigas has a good reason to go into closed session.  Plus I will 

likely file a complaint with the Attorney General's Office if they do without giving a 

compelling reason. Budgets should be discussed in the open.  

 

SERVICES AND PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR WANT TO REDUCE 

SOME PERMIT FEES...FEELS THEY ARE TOO EXPENSIVE: The Town 

and Country Service and Public Works Director Craig Wilde proposed a bill to reduce 

the costs of some building permit fees.  Craig used an example of a home improvement 

fee  involving a new heating system.  The current permit fee is $250, but in reality 

producing the permit takes 10 minutes and the inspection takes less than 30 minutes.  

He wants to reduce the costs for those types of permits from $250 to $125.   

 

For those of us few remaining residents who are willing to publicly admit that $125 is 

real money and not just a weeknight meal at Cafe Napoli II, I say thanks to Craig.   

 

   

 

CITY SPENT $1,844.75 TO CUT EX-CON'S LAWN: Town and Country spent 

$1,844.75 to cut the yard at 1761 Topping Road, the former home of ex-con drug dealer 

and accused internet scammer Brian Marchant-Calsyn.  
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Here are the dates the city paid a lawn care service company to cut grass at a private 

residence: 

 

06/25/14   $812.50 

07/29/14   $334.75 

09/09/14   $450.00 

09/30/14   $247.50 

    
 

Marchant-Calsyn was 10 months late in paying 2013 property taxes and didn't pay the 

$1,601 in interest. It is interesting that he did come up with the $19,260 for property 

taxes but has had the city cut the lawn.  He moved out of the house in April of 2012 but 

still owns the property.    

Tax 

Year 
Owner's Name 

Tax 

Code 

Sewer 

Lateral 

Fee 

Total 

Assessed 

Value 

Amount 

Due 

Amount 

Paid 

Date 

Paid 

2014 

Marchant 

Calsyn Brian 

&Calsyn 

Christine 

108AK $0.00 $286,370.00 $19,323.10 $0.0 Not Paid 

2013 

Marchant 

Calsyn Brian 

&Calsyn 

Christine 

108AK $0.00 $286,370.00 $1,601.81 $0.0 Not Paid 

2013 

Marchant 

Calsyn Brian 

&Calsyn 

Christine 

108AK $0.00 $286,370.00 $19,260.11 $19,260.11 10/7/2014 

2012 

Marchant 

Calsyn Brian 

&Calsyn 

Christine 

108AK $0.00 $298,150.00 $19,292.30 $19,292.30 12/6/2013 
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There is also a $17,796.66 tax lien by the State of Missouri against Marchant-Calsyn 

filed with the courts on March 17, 2014.  

 

Here is a link to a piece I wrote about the day Marchant-Calsyn moved out of Town and 

Country: 

 

http://patch.com/missouri/chesterfield/the-subject-of-two-patch-columns-had-the-cops-

get-me-out-of-bed 

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 101 

 
 

December 3, 2014 

 

MAYOR NATION TAKES FOUR LINE ITEM VETOES TO THE 2015 

BUDGET:  At 2 o'clock in the afternoon on December 1 Chesterfield Mayor Bob 

Nation sent emails to all members of the city council saying how he would make four 

line item vetoes of the 2015 city budget.  Nation, who ran on being financially 

conservative, showed he was being just that.  Some if not all of his vetoes are likely to 

be overturned.    

 

Nation wanted to reduce the pay increases to employees from 3-percent to 2.5-percent 

citing the CPI was just 2.15%.  He wanted to reduce the amount of gift cards given to 

employees by the city at the end of the year from $250 per employee to $100 or $125.  

He wanted to delay the hiring of two School Resource Officers for elementary schools 

until the issue is studied more and finally he wants to halt the funding of two new 

employees in the Parks Department to deal with the arts.       

 

Here is Mayor Nation's statement: 

 

Revised Statutes 77.270 and/or 77.280 



9 
 

I appreciate the work by staff and council members on the proposed budget for CY 2015. We 

enjoy a strong financial posture due in large part to staff efforts to live within our means and 

council oversight to insure that the taxpayer dollars are spent prudently.  

While generally I am in agreement and supportive of the proposed budget, there are four items 

that I will be either returning for reconsideration or vetoing in accordance with the powers 

granted me by Missouri Revised Statutes. 

The four line items are as follows: 

1. Amount budgeted for  employee salary increases 

2. Amount budgeted for employee Holiday Gift Certificates 

3. Amount budgeted for hiring of 2 additional police officers as School Resource Officers 

4. Amount budgeted for hiring and promotion of personnel for Arts management 

The Finance & Administration Committee has completed a good deal of information 

gathering regarding employee salaries and among other information gained it was 

established that the average CPI over the last 10 years has been 2.15%, while the average 

budget increase for employee salary increases has been 2.7%. Chesterfield is proud to offer 

starting salaries that attract the highest caliber employee, retain and reward employees for 

excellent service, while providing excellent benefits and competitive retirement programs. 

However, we need to be cognizant of the long term obligations of salaries and retirement. 

Therefore, in consideration of the information stated here and many other considerations I 

feel it reasonable that budgeted amount for employee salary increases be reduced from 3% 

to 2.5 % for CY 2015. If this line item can be amended tonight, I would be supportive. If this 

cannot be accomplished tonight, then I will reluctantly veto this line item. 

While I believe it is a great gesture at this time of year to present gift certificates to 

employees, I believe the amount has been excessive. I plan to veto this item unless it can be 

amended to an amount not to exceed $100-$125 per employee. 

The proposal to hire two additional police officers came about with too little information, 

no coordination or input from school districts, and too little discussion regarding hiring of 

additional personnel. I would like to see a lot more information validating the need for 

additional School Resource Officers before I can become supportive. Police Department 

budget comprises 47.5% of general fund budget at $9.6 million with over 100 Police Officers 

employed. Here again, we also need to be concerned with long term salary, benefit, and 

retirement obligations of a growing workforce. I would suggest that this line item be 

researched in Public Health & Safety Committee at a later date for reconsideration. For the 

time being I plan to veto this line item. 
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I am also vetoing the recommended plan to bring management of the Arts programming in 

house. There are several reasons for this that I will articulate in the future. However, briefly 

I will say that I would have preferred additional options, more frank discussion, and I do not 

recognize an urgent need to react to the reorganization of Chesterfield Arts. Before 

Chesterfield does anything significant along the lines of continued support for arts 

promotion, we need to rectify the current situation where an outside organization has 

ownership of artwork that has been accumulated and not owned by the city. 

Councilman Elliot Grissom made a motion to send the request for the police officers 

back to the Public Safety Committee and withhold funding for the positions indefinitely. 

That motion failed 3-to-4 with Mike Casey and Derek Grier joining Grissom.  Dan Hurt, 

Barry Flachsbart, Nancy Greenwood and Connie Fults voted against the motion and in 

favor of keeping it in the budget. Bruce DeGroot was not at the meeting.   

 

The budget itself passed on a 7-0  

 Mayor Bob Nation explaining how he planned to make four line item 

vetoes to the 2015 city budget.  

 

SHOWDOWN ON JANUARY 5.  The council will need six votes to overturn a veto.  The 

addition of two SRO positions passed on a 7-1 vote after Nancy Greenwood added it to 

the budget at a budget review meeting two weeks ago.  Even if one councilperson 

changes their mind there should be enough votes to overturn the veto. The money for 

Arts  that passed 5-to-1 during a special Saturday council meeting, with Barry 

Flachsbart voting against it. Nancy Greenwood and Mike Casey were absent.  I would 

expect Greenwood to vote for the Arts. If Casey joined Flachsbart against Arts funding, 

Grissom or Grier would have to change their votes to allow the veto to stay in place.   

 

Pay and gift card amounts were never brought up in past meetings so it is difficult to 

guess how any councilperson might line up on a veto overturn.    
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DESPITE HAVING TO SHARE SOME OF ITS SALES TAXES CHESTERFIELD 

BUDGET IS VERY HEALTHY.   Okay were are going to be talking about the 2015 

budget...so try not to snore or just go on to the next article.  

 

Despite giving away 54-percent of its 1-cent general sales tax to the County Sales Tax Pool 

Chesterfield's 2015 budget paints a rosy picture for the folks in Chesterfield. The general sales 

tax of 46-percent of it will be $6.7 million for 2014 and is projected to be $6.9 million in 2015.  

 

The city has to share a small portion of the 1/2-cent Capital Improvement Sales Tax with the 

County Sales Tax Pool, but will collect $6.2 million in 2014 and is projected to bring in $6.4 

million in 2015.     

 

The city keeps all of the 1-cent parks sales tax and should have collected close to $7.3 million in 

2014 and is projected to pocket $7.5 million in 2015.  

 

All total the City of Chesterfield should collect $20.8 million from the three sales taxes in 2015.    

 

The Police department will take the biggest bite out of the budget with an estimated $9.5 million 

for operations. Public services including public works and parks will get about $7-million. The 

city hall staff has $3.5-million in the budget and the executive branch including the mayor, 

council, boards and commissions will cost $78,799.  

 

Needless to say the tax revenue generated by the two Outlet Malls, plus Chesterfield Mall and 

the Chesterfield Valley Commons is making budget meetings a lot less tense in Chesterfield 

than in most other municipalities in St. Louis County at least until the mayor starts vetoing.     
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13 
 

AND THE NUMBER IS:  At a recent Planning and Public Works Committee 

meeting council members were advised by the staff that Loews wants to expand their 

outdoor storage area and open earlier at their Chesterfield Valley store.  Several 

councilpersons were not happy over this, claiming Lowes had been cited numerous 

times for ordinance and code violations concerning their outdoor storage area now. The 

question was raised, "Why should be let them expand when the ran what they have 

illegally forcing the city to cite them."  

 

"They (Lowes) have been violating the code for years," said Councilwoman Connie 

Fults.  

 
A city staff with the planning department was asked how many citations Lowes has 

received involving their outdoor storage area.  The staffer, John Boyer, said he didn't 

know but would get back with them.  

 

Three weeks later the answer was...(drum roll)...Lowes has been cited 10 times for 

violating city ordinances concerning the operation of their outdoor storage area.  

    

THEN AND NOW:  It used to be the classified sections of major metropolitan 

newspapers were the places to look for jobs.  Over the years when I was a cop I would 

always check "Police Officer" ads to see which department was expanding or had just 

fired someone. On weeks with no cop shop openings the jobs list would go to an ad for 

a "Polisher" at a metal works company or a car dealership needing a "Porter".   

 

When I lived in the Washington DC area besides working in law enforcement I also did 

news reporting for magazines and sports writing for newspapers. I would check the 

Washington Post Classified ads under "Police", Law enforcement," then switch to 

"Editorial" or "journalism."   Due to all the national associations in the DC area there 

would often be a half page of "editorial" jobs for monthly magazines published by 

associations.  

 

Up until even 2005 the want ads section of most papers was 8 or more pages.     
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Now when you open the Post-Dispatch on many Sundays there is less than one page of 

job ads.  Instead of looking for a specific occupation you can easily just read all of them.  

Most of the want ads have gone to the internet at sites like Craig's List or specific 

government websites. So it caught my eye in November when the Monarch Fire 

Protection District had run two tiny ads in the Post-Dispatch for Firefighter/Paramedic 

and for Fire Chief.  

 

   
 

IS MONARCH SERIOUS?  Fire Board President Robin Harris mentioned they did not 

advertise on some other websites also.  They received 13 responses for the chief's 

position.    

 

Here are the publications they advertised in. 

 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Monster.com 

StlToday.com 

St. Louis American 

Missouri Department of Labor 

Monarch Fire Protection District website 
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St. Louis Community College 

F.I.R.E. (Firefighters Institute for Racial Equality) 

IABPFF (International Association of Black Professional Fire Fighters) 

I thought it was interesting that one-third of the publications or sites that Monarch 

advertised in were primarily directed to Black readerships, while the Black population of 

the fire district is around 2.8%.   

 

I also found it very interesting that Monarch did not advertise in well known national 

magazines like Fire Chief, Firehouse and Fire Engineering magazines.  

      
Spending 30 years as a cop, including time as an assistant chief, I always felt bad for 

those who applied for jobs for chiefs not knowing the guy inside the organization had 

the job locked up.  By advertising nationally and interviewing out-of-town applicants 

officials could claim the process was fair.  

 

Everyone on the board of directors at Monarch has praised Interim Fire Chief Chuck 

Marsonette and as an outside observer I have been impressed with with Marsonette 

when compared to the last two fire chiefs at Monarch.  

 

So I have to wonder if by not advertising in any national publications or websites if the 

Monarch Board of Directors are being nice and not having out-of-towners apply for and 

fly in to interview for a job they are not going to be hired for.  

         



16 
 

SOME THOUGHTS ON FERGUSON:  My opinions aren't really worth much more than 

anyone else.   The only exception might be that I spent 30 years in law enforcement.  I 

never fired my handgun anywhere other than the police firing range. In 1975 I had a 

black man get the drop on me and point a loaded shotgun at my chest during a family 

disturbance call. Lucky for me I was with a veteran officer with 25 years on the force at 

the time, who was the school crossing guard when the guy with the shotgun pointed at 

me was going to grade school.  He told the man to put down that "fool gun" and he did.  

We left the house after calming things down without arresting anyone.  Back in my 

squad car I shook for several minutes.  

 

I was also the first officer on the scene of a gang of armed robbers holding up the 

Gianna Versace clothing store at 10 am on Wednesday January 29, 1992 in the 5400 

block of Wisconsin Avenue outside of Washington, DC.  I had responding County police 

officers go to the parking garage of the building which trapped the gang before they 

could escape.  Luck again came into play. The County SWAT officers did their training 

on Wednesdays. They came to the scene by the bus load and had found the gang 

hiding in different spots in the garage. By 2 pm without firing a shot they arrested all of 

them.  This could have easily been a Hollywood screen play.  The gang was a group of 

transvestites and transsexuals, including a Black and had been committing robberies of 

high end fashion stores up and down the east coast to pay for sex change operations.  

Just like in the movie Dog Day Afternoon.  

 
This was the scene of the Gianna Versace robbery.  One of the suspects had arrests under both male and 

female names.  

 

Also in 1994 I was the first officer to arrive at the scene of an armed robbery in progress 

at a carwash on Willard Avenue about a block from the headquarters of GEICO 

Insurance.  A Black suspect, who clearly was either under the influence of drugs or drug 
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withdrawal, had a knife held up against the throat of a female cashier. I could have shot 

him and may have but luck was again happening. A Black traffic officer on a motorcycle 

had pulled in behind me.  He straddled his motorcycle and pointed his gun right at the 

suspect, who was now focused on him.  I was able to put my gun in my holster and walk 

up behind the robber and take the knife from him and get a pair of handcuffs on him 

before he could think about fighting.  

 

Another time I answered a call of two Black men in their late teens using bolt cutters to 

try and steal bicycles from a subway station on the Maryland/DC border.  I surprised the 

two and they ran. There was one I was not going to catch. He was 18 and I was 40 and 

had been smoking cigarettes for 14 years. However the one with the bolt cutters 

stopped in in the middle of busy Wisconsin Avenue and started swinging the bolt cutters 

at me. It was 2 pm on a Tuesday.  There were people everywhere. On one side of the 

street was a subway and bus station and on the other side of the street was a 

department store.  I had my hand on my holstered gun, but had not taken it out. 

Then luck showed up.  A Metropolitan Washington DC police officer showed up on the 

other side of the state line and saw what was going on and ran 1/2 block into Maryland 

and tackled the suspect.  

 

All four of these events could have resulted with me shooting someone but did not. But I 

really don't know what Officer Darren Wilson was going through because I never had to 

struggle to keep someone from taking my gun and have them coming back toward me. 

Also officers working in urban areas like St. Louis or even North St. Louis County face 

this shoot- don't shoot issue far more often than I ever did.   

 

So with that understanding I do have a few observations after the events in Ferguson. 

 

1)  If there is a police shooting of a minority in a low income minority neighborhood, 

even if half the suspect's head is missing, an officer at the scene needs to claim he felt 

a slight pulse and have the fire department ambulance get the body out of there.  

 

2)  Ferguson Police Chief Tom Jackson, a retired St. Louis County command officer 

was actually a reform chief who replaced another retired St. Louis County Police major, 

as Chief of Ferguson. The man he replaced had created a terrible labor problem with 

the rank and file officers.  So I was inclined to support Jackson. However that got harder 

and harder to do.  

 

Chief Jackson repeatedly told reporters that Officer Wilson had merely stopped Brown 

for walking in the middle of the street.  However the radio tapes clearly indicated Wilson 

was aware that Brown matched the description of the strong arm robbery suspect and 
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immediately asked for an assist car.  Chief Jackson's statements about jaywalking 

simply twisted public opinion against the officer.  

 
It was clear that Brown was not just a possible suspect in the robbery, but THE 

SUSPECT. Jackson failed to release this important information to the media and the 

public for a week. The video tape should have been released within 24 hours or less of 

the event.  Jackson had one thing going for him.  It was a Saturday...while this incident 

was the main story for the TV stations, still TV coverage and print coverage isn't the 

same on a Saturday as it is on a weekday. If he had given out this information 

immediately he might have prevented some of the violence that started on Sunday 

night.  

 

3)  When I entered the police academy in 1974 those officers with St. Louis PD had two 

photos taken and placed in their files.  One photo was of them in their uniform in the 

event they saved someone's life or made a big arrest.  The other photo was of them in 

civilian clothes in case they were arrested.  The city police knew it was not good to 

withhold an officer's name for too long...good or bad. 

 

Chief Jackson needed to give Wilson maybe 48 hours to find a safe place to go and 

then release his name.      

 
 

Jackson seems like a very decent guy and a good guy to work for.  But he really 

screwed this thing up from the start and I think his inactions were a direct cause to 
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some of the later problems. I know he wants to see this through, but after the first of the 

year it might be the right time to retire again.   

 

4)  Missouri Highway Patrol Captain Ron Johnson lost the trust of the officers under 

him when he had 20 officers staged at an intersection or parking lot and doing nothing 

as looters pillaged a store a block away. I believe the cops did not like it and the public 

watching it on TV certainly did not like it. Johnson might have looked good marching 

with "protesters" but there was a very good reason why he was not in charge of things 

after the verdict.  The officers on the front line did not trust him. County Police Chief 

John Belmar was a better choice to be in charge.  

 

The thing that pissed me off right away is that the Missouri Highway Patrol for years 

have written up troopers caught outside of their cars without their campaign style hats 

on. Johnson never wore his hat.     

 
 

5)  There had been talk that Governor Jay Nixon might find himself as a possible vice-

presidential candidate in the next national election. After his pathetic decisions in the 

Ferguson events he could not win a local election in his hometown of DeSoto, 

population of 6,400.  Could you image the opponents' campaign material?  "This is what 

Gov. Nixon said.  'We will not allow violence or property damage.' And this is what 

Nixon allowed."  Then show seven buildings ablaze and a dozen cars on fire.     

 

A friend of mine who is now a police chief in Colorado started out as a cop in Los 

Angeles.  He told me that flat out the only thing that stopped the South Central riots in 

LA after the first verdict of police officers being not guilty in the beating of Rodney King 

was National Guardsmen patrolling the streets in full military gear and not taking any 

crap from anyone after a curfew was declared.    
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In August the National Guard was called up by Nixon after he declared a State of 

Emergency. He had the National Guard troops sit on a parking lot and protect TV trucks 

and police officer's cars. There was no attempt to put guardsman in front of strip centers 

and keep looters and arsonists from destroying businesses.   

                            

 
Late in November a week before the grand jury decision of No-True Bill against Officer 

Wilson, Nixon declared another State of Emergency.  The fact there would be no 

indictment was a safe bet after the U.S. Justice department leaked information that their 

investigation found no violation of law by Wilson.  

 

However on the night of the verdict Nixon had an inadequate number of guardsmen in 

Ferguson and despite the August destruction, none were guarding businesses. The 

area went up in flames.  
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Nixon failed to protect the City of Ferguson and the City of Dellwood, both suffering 

extensive damage, despite being well aware of what was likely to happen without a 

strong show of strength.  

 

6)  The City of Ferguson was on a slow decline with more and more Section 8 housing 

and increases in crime and losses of quality revenue producing business.  50 years ago 

Jennings was much like a Maplewood and Ferguson was more like a Webster Groves 

or Kirkwood on the North County scene. Over the last 30 years the City of Jennings has 

seen a rapid decline in property values and retail tax revenue. The city was city hit with 

extensive "white flight." The white population dropped to under 10-percent in Jennings 

and the per capita income is around $16,000. They disbanded their police and fire 

departments. In the case of the cops it was a scandal and in the case of the fire 

department, they did not have the money to operate it ceding fire jurisdiction to a nearby 

fire district which caused a rise in property taxes of an already cash strapped 

population.   

 

The same thing was slowly drifting into the cities of Ferguson and Florissant. In ten 

years the white population in Ferguson dropped from 70-percent to 30-percent. The 

average income is around $30,000 compared to the State average of $45,000.  The 

intentional or unintentional actions of Chief Jackson, Gov. Nixon and Capt. Johnson 

have sped the loss of property values and retail tax revenues and are leaving Ferguson 

and even Florissant with bleak futures.  

 

7)  Looters hitting a Family Dollar Store: This is the caliber of looters hitting in 

Ferguson. Someone with their arms full of loot from a Dollar store would have just 

stolen maybe $18 or $20 worth of stuff. Exactly what items do you head for when you 

are looting a Dollar store? 

 
 

As sad as all the destruction in Ferguson and Dellwood was I have to admit I didn't feel 

too bad to see the Title Max office burn to the ground. 
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 Remains of the Title Max store. 

 

8)  Al Sharpton:  A State Senator from St. Louis and a St. Louis Alderman who both 

have no constituents in Ferguson are bad enough telling people what to do in Ferguson.   

But what Sharpton did in upstate New York in 1987 by falsely accusing an assistant 

district attorney as being part of a non-existent gang rape of Black teenager Tawana 

Brawley should leave him with zero credibility for life.  A court found that Brawley, 

Sharpton and two lawyers had defamed the DA and Sharpton was hit with a judgment 

of $65,000. How this guy has any credibility is beyond me and how MSNBC can give 

him an hour show five nights a week is a total mystery.  (As a side note Bill Cosby even came 

out in support of Tawanna before the evidence showed she made the whole thing up.)   

       
Tawanna at a 1987 news conference with a fat Sharpton behind her.   The current Sharpton of today.  

 

9)  The New News Media:  On Monday night after the grand jury decision was 

announced by County Prosecutor Bob McCulloch I was flipping back and forth from the 

local coverage to CNN, MSNBC and FOX. In recent years I have not been a big fan of 

Fox or MSNBC with over the top gasbags from the right and the left making outrageous 

statements. If I wanted to check out a national story on cable I would normally go to 

CNN.  All that changed on Monday night November 24.   

 

CNN was by far the worst of the three with the most left leaning bias reporting I have 

ever seen. Their panel of lawyers consisting of four from Washington, DC, New York 

and Boston attacked Bob McCulloch and the grand jury and even the fact that 

McCulloch delivered on his promise and gave copies of all the evidence to the media.  
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MSNBC and CNN never tried to get an expert from Missouri to discuss what happened. 

CNN's reporters on the ground in Ferguson were attacking McCulloch, the grand jury 

and airing only interviews that backed up their biased comments.     

 

I switched over to FOX News and they had people who were explaining what happened 

without attacking Officer Wilson or Prosecutor McCulloch, at times praising McCulloch. 

Even Geraldo was making sense! 

 

The talking heads on CNN and MSNBC wanted a jury trial instead of the facts being 

presented to a grand jury.  DID THEY EXPECT SIX BLACKS LIVING IN SECTION-8 

APARTMENTS TO TESTIFY THAT THE OFFICER'S ACCOUNT WAS ACCURATE IN 

A PUBLIC SETTING AND HAVE IT REPORTED ON? The only way most of those 

witnesses are going to appear is if their identity is protected.  Apparently editorial 

writers, commentators, some reporters and now the Governor of Massachusetts all say 

they wanted a jury trial which also mean they either did not want the truth to come out or 

they wanted six honest witnesses to die.    

 

These misguided warped commentators on CNN and MSNBC were making the case 

how McCulloch was a pro-police prosecutor.  Who did they expect the people to 

elect, a pro-criminal prosecutor?  

 

The print media was not much better.  Perhaps Washington Post columnist Dana 

Milbank's column attacking McCulloch was the worse. The Post-Dispatch ran it two 

days after it appeared in the Washington Post.  

 

I have been a fan of the Washington Post's columnist Colbert King, an African-

American, for a long time.  Even King wrote a column comparing the Brown shooting 

with case in Mississippi where a white farmer shot a black educator over his school staff 

shooting the farmers' dog while it was killing animals belonging to the school.  He 

claimed the farmer was found not guilty for shooting the black educator.  His column's 

title was "Deep South Justice in Ferguson."   Give me a break!   

 

FOOD:  A DRIVE TO BIG BEND EQUALS A TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS: 

On a Wednesday night my wife and I went to the Riverbend Restaurant at 1059 Big 

Bend just south of Clayton Road in Richmond Heights. The restaurant had been in 

Soulard and moved to the County when the Harvest Restaurant closed this summer.  

The biggest problem had been room...room for diners and room for the kitchen. The 

restaurant had worked on daily specials in Soulard due to the size of the kitchen.  All 

those weekly specials are now on the regular menu thanks to a huge kitchen and dining 

area. 
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I was already to order the red beans and rice with sausage ($9.99)   when my wife had 

another idea.  She wanted to split the Fried Seafood Platter ($23.99) that included 

catfish, oysters, shrimp, crab stuffing topped with homemade onion rings plus a side of 

slaw or dirty rice. Her idea was a good decision.  

 

There was more than enough food for two people and in reality three people. When the 

platter arrived it appeared to be onion rings, but all the other great stuff was under the 

onions.  

 

       
 

Working our way down...the onion rings were prepared perfectly as you could bite right 

through the onion.  The batter was light without any grease smearing on your hands. 
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I next went for a catfish strip.  On my first bite, the tender catfish in the light breading 

was overwhelmingly good.  I let out a loud Yummmmm which caused a nearby waitress 

to laugh.  I'm not an oyster person, but my wife raved about them. 

 

The shrimp were tasty as the breading did not hide any favor.  My one complaint was 

there was no red cocktail sauce served with them, just a tangy Creole sauce.  

 

My wife wasn't crazy about the crab stuffing, but I liked it and it had that Cajun kick to it.  

(It is completely hidden by the onion rights in the photo, but there was plenty of it.) Each 

item on the plate was available as an entree or a side. The cole slaw was a little heavy 

on the mayo and we thought the dirty rice was the better side to order. When we left 

around 9:30 there were still a lot of people in the place.  

 

  
Our first visit left such an impression that we were back the next night on our way to 

play trivia in Webster Groves. This time we did order the red beans and rice with 

sausage.  After hearing a friend rave about the roast beef ($8.99) and how the beef was 

falling off the roll we tried that also, splitting each.   

 

The red beans and rice were great.  The sausage was fine, but you could have left the 

sausage out and it would still have made a wonderful meal.  Despite two of us working 

on it, we ended up taking some of it home and it was almost as good the next day after 

being heated up in the microwave.  Even though the Red Beans and Rice are not on the 

menu as a side...if you ask they will give you a side order.  

 

The roast beef sandwich was a bit of a disappointment.  It tasted great, but the beef was 

not falling off the roll like described by my friend. As good as the roast beef tasted, it 

was even better when I put some fresh lettuce, surprising nice looking tomato slices for 

November and some Creole mayo on top.  
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The third trip to the Riverbend came a week later after a Friday night college basketball 

tournament where I had done the PA for the 6 pm and 8 pm games. I arrived at about 

10:20 and the kitchen was still open for another 40-minutes. 

 

I was only going to get the Teddy's Cuban Sandwich ($8.99) featuring roasted pork, 

ham, Swiss cheese, pickles with Creole mayo or Cajun mustard. Luckily, Constance a 

realtor friend was there and half way through her Mardi Gras Pasta ($16.99), that had 

just been featured in the Post-Dispatch Food section.  She was kind enough to let me 

take a photo of her half eaten order. 

 

         
 

I asked that the mayo and mustard be on the side for my Cuban sandwich.  I used them 

more for dipping instead of having them take over the taste of the sandwich.  I'm glad I 

did.  The roast pork was very good and was the primary flavor of the sandwich.      
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Having  been a visitor to New Orleans only a couple of times I'm not expert on Cajun 

cuisine but the food tasted great was reasonably priced and the bar drinks were a dollar 

or two cheaper than what you would normally find in the Clayton area. Below is the link 

to their menu. 

 

http://www.riverbendbar.com/wp-content/uploads/Riverbend-Menu-Big-Bend.pdf 

 

The owner Sam Kogos dressed in a formal t-shirt (one with a pocket) made the rounds 

on Wednesday night saying hi to the customers and then checking back with them after 

the food arrived.  On Thursday he was in the kitchen helping his chef and cousin, Steve 

Haney, during the dinner rush. Kogos and Haney owned a restaurant in New Orleans 

up until the arrival of Hurricane Katrina.  

 

TRUE RUMOR:  We correctly predicted in our November 19 newsletter that the Lester's 

on Maryland Avenue would join the Chesterfield restaurant and shut down.  Now only 

the original Lester's in Ladue on Clayton Road at I-64 is open.   

    

MUSIC:   

 

 Jim Manley and Arthur Toney  
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Jim Manley was on his game last Wednesday at Sasha's on Thanksgiving Eve.  He had left a message 

on my voice mail at about 8:45 saying how the place was only half filled and they had sent an extra 

bartender home and to come on down. When I arrived at 10:15 I had to elbow my way in the door.  The 

place had become full of 23-to-30 year olds home of the holiday and quickly getting well lubricated.  Since 

Manley is a year young than me, when I walked in the door, I was the oldest person in the joint.   

 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC: The U.S. Air Force Band of Mid-America will be performing 

their annual Christmas Concert at the Scottish Rite at 3633 Lindell Blvd on Saturday 

night December 6 at 7 pm and Sunday afternoon (3 pm).  Tickets are free.  You can 

obtain them if they are still available by sending a self addressed stamped envelope to: 
 

Scottish Rite Cathedral Concert Series 

3633 Lindell Boulevard 

St. Louis MO 63108 

You can also check for availability and obtain e-tickets on line at: 
 

 http://boma-unwrap-the-season-6dec.eventbrite.com 

 

This is a good one for kids as they can go up t the stage for a candy cane from Santa 

toward the end of the show.  

 
 

On December 7 Chesterfield's Joe Mancuso will join Charles Glenn, Michelle 

Knollhoff and Lunar Levitation at Blueberry Hill in the U-City loop. 
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On Monday December 8 at 7 pm the Webster University Jazz Singers will be 

performing their annual Christmas Concert at Moore Auditorium on Lockwood 

(Moore Auditorium is the old campus chapel at the main entrance on the west side of 

the main building.)  The show is normally about 80 minutes long. Why go to Webster 

University?  Besides the students being pretty good and they are backed up by some of 

the top musicians in the area with Carolbeth True on piano, Kevin Gianino on drums 

and Jeremy Pfeffer on the bass. The show is normally between 80-and-90 minutes.  

        
 

JAZZ AT THE BISTRO...A VERY MANLEY CHRISTMAS...Friday December 12 7:30 

and 9:30 and Saturday December 13 7:30 and 9:30.  Tickets $20.  The newly 

remodeled Jazz at the Bistro on Washington just east of Grand Avenue can be a bit 

pricey when they book national acts, but it is affordable when local groups are on stage.  

So if you have wanted to check out the new look at Jazz at the Bistro the Jim Manley 

Mad Brass and Rhythm show would be a good opportunity.  About half the tunes in the 

90-minute shows should be swinging Christmas songs. 

 

Remember if you go to an early show and the late show is not sold out you can move to 

the back and see if there are any changes in the second set.  Besides Manley, well 

known area musicians will including Joe Weber on drums, Larry Johnson on Sax, Jim 

Owens on trombone, Arthur Toney on piano and Jeremy Pfeffer on the bass.   I'll be 

there on Saturday night.  If you decide to go at the last minute you should be able to get 

tickets at the door.      
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SUGARPLUM FAIRIES IN CHESTERFIELD:  Sunday December 14 at 2 pm the 

Nutcracker Ballet will be performed by the Alexandra Ballet at the Purser Center at 

Logan University on Schottler Road in Chesterfield. Reserved seats are $21.50 and 

general admission tickets are $16.50.   

 

You can buy tickets online at  

 

 http://www.logan.edu/the-nutcracker 

 

or call the Purser box office at  636-230-1881. 

   
 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE ROUTE 66 JAZZ ORCHESTRA:  The 18 piece big band with 

three singers will be performing their Christmas Concert twice this year.  The first show 

will be on Wednesday December 10 at the Unity Church on Butler Hill Road between 

Telegraph Road and I-55. The second concert will be at the Kirkwood Brewing Station 

on E. Jefferson at Kirkwood Road on Wednesday December 17.  Both concerts are $10 

at the door. They are from 7:30 to 9:30.  The acoustics are great at the church, but the 

bar and food service will be much better at the Kirkwood concert.   
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1958 CHRISTMAS SCROOGE STORY BY STAN FREBERG: Here is a link 

to Stan Freberg's classic against excessive marketing...Green Christmas. The person 

who put the accompanying video to the audio miss heard and for the words "50 foot 

coupe" he used a shot of a toupee.     

 

   
 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zI7kzMODT80 

 

 

THANKSGIVINGS PAST:  Here is the link to the last 4 minutes of the "WKRP in 

Cincinnati" Thanksgiving show.  "As God is my witness, I thought turkeys could fly," said 

Arthur Carlson. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf3mgmEdfwg 

 

   
 

 

CARTOONS: 
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Yes we used this one earlier in the newsletter, but it is here just in case you go right tothe comics 

without reading the news.  
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