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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 158 AND CHESTERFIELD 103 
 

          
By John Hoffmann 

 

December 16, 2014 
 

CHESTERFIELD DOESN'T SECEDE FROM THE COUNTY... INSTEAD 

CITY SUES STATE OF MISSOURI:  Chesterfield Mayor Bob Nation threatened 

to try and secede from St. Louis County and join St. Charles County earlier this year.  

The tongue-in-cheek comment got Nation some serious press attention quickly. Nation 

and senior Councilman Barry Flachsbart have been upset for a long time over 

Chesterfield getting less than 50-percent of the general sales tax generated at 

Chesterfield stores.  54-percent goes into the St. Louis County Sales tax Pool. 

 Mayor Bob Nation Councilman Barry Flachsbart 

Mayor Bob Nation has maintained that the sales tax pool and especially the split of the 

money that is kept and the money that goes to the pool, is unfair because it does not 

exist in any other county in the State of Missouri. The sales tax pool was created by the 

Missouri legislature before Chesterfield became a city.  

 

Cities prior to 1983 could continue to collect 100-percent of the sales tax generated or 

they could elect to join the sales tax pool and share revenues including those collected 

in the unincorporated areas of the County.  Those cities that were created after 1983 or 

annexed areas have to belong to the sales tax pool. 
 

However Chesterfield is allowed to have a Parks Sales Tax and it keeps all the money 

generated by that tax.  It also has a Capital Improvement Tax and Chesterfield keeps 

the majority of that tax. With three malls and the Chesterfield Valley commercial area 

that goes for over a mile, Chesterfield is populated by the most retail of any city in St. 
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Louis County.  It has 212 employees and seems to being doing nicely. In fact it is doing 

so nicely it can afford to sue the State of Missouri.  

 

Many feel that the sales tax pool along with oppressive muni courts have kept the tiny 

municipalities in North County from dissolving.  If many of these cites disbanded some 

believe the citizens would receive better services from the County.  Of course well 

established cities like Webster Groves and University City depend on the Sales Tax 

Pool not to mention towns full of rich people like Wildwood and Clarkson Valley.   

 

Here is a press release issued by The City of Chesterfield on Friday.    

City of Chesterfield files suit against State of Missouri in an effort to reform imbalanced sales tax 

distribution system.  

Earlier today, the City of Chesterfield filed suit in Cole County, against the State of Missouri, challenging 

the constitutionality of State Statutes that control the distribution of local sales taxes in St. Louis County.  

This action has been taken, after years of trying to achieve legislative relief from these special laws.  The 

St. Louis County sales tax distribution system is an unconstitutional special law, unique to St. Louis 

County, which has long served to trap St. Louis County cities in warring groups that divide the region.  

The system perpetuates a patchwork of municipal and unincorporated areas in St. Louis County that is 

both inefficient and a hindrance to economic growth and development.  The constitutional ban against 

special laws was established to avoid the exact legislative morass that has hindered efforts to reform 

local government in St. Louis County.   

The current method of distributing sales taxes to cities in St. Louis County is outdated and stifles 

economic progress for the region.  Each year, the methodology, by which sales taxes generated in one 

area are distributed to other cities, creates an increasingly perverse incentive for cities to limit and even 

oppose economic development, within their communities.  Cities such as Chesterfield and many others 

contribute substantially more to the “Pool” than they actually receive from the “Pool”, based upon their 

population.   This same circumstance also applies to areas annexed by cities across the region.  This 

unbalanced and outdated formula is why Chesterfield will be seeking relief from the court.    

Chesterfield believes that the current job-killing sales tax distribution system has unintentionally 

created a disincentive for cities, both successful and struggling, in terms of investing and 

encouraging economic growth.  Examples can be found across our County, confirming that our 

local system of government is broken.  Tax policy must support and encourage responsible job 

creation, not prop up dysfunctional layers of local government.   

“Cities that promote and encourage economic development  need the tax revenues that are 

generated from that effort to pay the increased costs that it takes to attract and keep high-quality 

jobs in our region,” said Chesterfield Mayor Bob Nation.  “We look forward to partnering with 

forward-thinking state, municipal and county leaders to develop a new system of sales tax 
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distribution in St. Louis County, after this unconstitutional special law is struck down by the 

courts,” added Nation.  “We can and must do better as a region.” 

LONG PRISON SENTENCES IN TWO LOCAL CASES: Jevon Malory, The 

person who tried to kill our 2013 Person of the Year, Chesterfield resident Blythe Grupe, 

in a restroom on the Meramec campus of St. Louis Community College was sentenced 

on Friday to a prison term of 5-to-20 years by St. Louis County Circuit Judge Robert 

Cohen.  Malory had earlier pled guilty to the assault.   

 

We selected Grupe our Person of the Year for 2013, when the campus cops released 

Malory after his arrest with no charges filed despite a college professor witnessing the 

attempt on Grupe's life after she interrupted the attack upon hearing Grupe's screams, 

physical evidence of marks on her neck and and admissions by Malory that he wanted 

to "withdraw her life."  Grupe went to the press over the inaction of the campus police 

force and managed to get the police chief fired and the forced resignations of the 

president of the campus and the the college system's chancellor.   

 

    
     

On the same day local low life George Putney, 55, who lived off Weidman Road in 

unincorporated County was given a new residence after he was sentenced to 10 years 

in prison for the hit and run manslaughter death of a Ballwin grandmother.  

Back on January 26, 2012 at 6:30 after an afternoon of drinking in 

Clayton Putney, a former executive with Savvis, crossed the center line on Clayton 
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Road just west of Mason Ridge Road in Town and Country striking 70-year-old Ciby 

Kimbrough's car head-on killing her.  Putney tried to drive away but only made it a block 

when his car would go no further.  He then ran away on foot.  

 

      

 NOVEMBER POLICE ACTIVITY:  According to some reports the night before 

Thanksgiving and Thanksgiving weekend are now the top time of the year for DWI 

arrests replacing New years Eve and St. Patrick's Day. (I can remember during my 

police career getting paid overtime to work DWI patrols on New Year's Eve and 

especially St. Patrick's Day in the Kansas City area where they started celebrating with 

a downtown parade at 11 am.  But never Thanksgiving Eve.)     

 

In early December I sent a Missouri Sunshine records request to the Town and Country 

police and Chesterfield Police for names of the 15 arrested persons starting with 

Thanksgiving Eve November 26 forward.  I was amazed when I heard back from Town 

and Country eight days later saying they had not made 15 arrests yet.  Since Town and 

Country has one of the highest DWI arrest rates in the area I asked what was different 

this year. 

 

I was told "Ferguson" was the reason.  While T & C and Chesterfield officers were not 

sent to Ferguson like they were in August, they were sent to Clayton to protect County 

buildings after the Grand Jury decision was announced.   Officers also responded to 

protesters swarming Galleria and West County Malls.  No protesters or vandals or 

looters or arsonists ever bothered to come to the county seat of Clayton.  They all 

stayed north and destroyed businesses and cars in Ferguson and Dellwood.     

 

Here are the Town and Country police stats for November:  

  
 Officer responded to a total of 1589 calls for service and wrote a total of 197 reports, including: 

78 Vehicle Crashes 

32 Criminal Reports  

24  Driving While Intoxicated arrests (1 Felony, 1 Misd, 22 ord) 

37  Misc Arrests (Traffic charges, Fugitive charges, Failure to appear charges, etc) 

429 Traffic citations issued (223 speeding) 

YEAR TO DATE JANUARY THROUGH NOVEMBER: 
 

Year to Date: 
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811 Vehicle Crashes 

 

378 Criminal Reports 

 

245  DWI arrests 

 

524  Misc Arrests 

 

5496 Traffic citations 

 

3693 Speeding Citations 

 

LETHAL DEER MANAGEMENT APPROVED...SHOOTING TO START IN 

JANUARY...DEER CAR ACCIDENTS CONTINUE TO RISE: At the December 8 Board 

of Aldermen meeting Alderpersons voted unanimously to sign a contract with White 

Buffalo of Connecticut for deer management sharp shooting services in 2015 for 

$46.500. For the first time in memory no group was then to complain about killing deer.  

 

The baiting with feed corn of shooting sites began last week and will continued into 

January when the sharp shooting should begin.  

 

Deer-Vehicle Accidents:    For the second consecutive month 

and the third time in 2014, deer-vehicle collisions were higher than the same month in 

2013.  However the year-to-date numbers show 12 fewer accidents in 2014 than in 

2014 (67 vs 79). Here are where and when the deer related accidents in November: 

 

November 1     2:26 am    EB I-64/Hwy 40 at Ballas   (Ward 1)  

November 1     3:43 am     NB 270 at I-64  (Ward 1)  

November 4     5:50 pm     Clayton Road east of Hwy 141  (Ward 3)  

November 5      8:58  pm    South Outer Forty at Savvis Parkway  (Ward 4) 

November 8      7:45 pm     SB I-270 at Clayton Road  (Ward 1)   

November 10    5:27 am     WB I-64 at Hwy 141 off ramp (Ward 4)  

November 11   11:19 am    EB I-64 east of Mason Road  (Ward 2)  

November 11     5:48 pm    Clayton Road at Broomstick Lane  (Ward 3)    

November 13   12:05 am    Clayton Road at Woods Hill (Ward 3) 
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November 14     4:13 pm    Clayton Road at Tammany Lane  (Ward 2)  

November 17    1:24 am     Conway Road at Hampshire Hill (Ward 4)   

November 18     6:39 pm    Conway Road east of Hwy 141 (Ward 4) 

November 18     9:56 pm    Woods Mill at Manderleigh  (Ward 3) 

November 20     7:57 am    South Outer Forty west of Mason (Ward 3)  

November 20    11:47 pm   Clayton Road at Topping  (Ward 2) 

November 21      3:33 am   WB I-64 west of Mason (Ward 3)  

November 22      1:59 pm   WB I-64 east of Maryville exit (Ward 4)    

2014 Deer Accident Locations YTD 

SB I-270 Between I-64 and south City Limits 6 (Ward 1)  

NB I-270 Between I-64 and south City Limits 5 (Ward 1) 

I-64 at I-270 1  (Ward 1) 

I-64 at Ballas  1  (Ward 1)  

EB Clayton Road east of I-270 1 (Ward 1) 

Clayton Road between Topping and I-270  1 (Ward 1) 

Municipal Center Drive 1 (Ward 1) 

South Outer 40 East of Mason  3  (Wards 1 & 2)  

Topping Road 2 (Ward 2 & 1)  

Mason Road South of Clayton Road  5  (Ward 2) 

Clayton Road east of Mason Road to Topping Road  4   (Ward 2)  

I-64 at or near Mason Road 8  (Ward 2 or 3) 

Clayton Road between Mason and Hwy 141  5  (Ward 3) 

Hwy 141 at Clayton Road  2  (Ward 3) 

Woods Mill Road Clayton to Manderleigh 1  (Ward 3)  

South Outer Forty Road Mason West to City Limits 2 (Wards 3 and 4)   

Mason Rd north of I-64 1 (Ward 4) 

I-64 at or near Maryville Exit 2 (Ward 4)  

I-64 at Hwy 141  4 (Ward 4)  

Hwy 141 at Conway  1  (Ward 4)  

North 40 Drive at Hwy 141 1  (Ward 4) 

Ladue Road 4  (Ward 4) 

Old Woods Mill and I-64 Overpass 1 (Ward 4) 

Conway Road Mason Rd to Hwy 141  3 (Ward 4)  
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 MILLION DOLLAR DIEHL DECIDES TO JUMP 

BACK ON THE LOBBYIST BANDWAGON or maybe 

CHUCK WAGON:  State Rep. John Diehl (the 2015 Speaker 

of the House) had not been taking much from lobbyists 

compared to past years.  Of course he was raking in hundreds 

of thousands of dollars in the campaign contributions compared 

to $2,000 raised by the first opponent he had ever faced.  That 

changed in October. He took five free meals totaling only $80.  

But he took in $731 in free tickets for Cardinal playoff games 

and other entertainment from lobbyists for AT&T and Kansas City Power and Light.  To 

put it mildly to accept $731 in tickets from lobbyist is considered sleazy and is a sign 

you are being bought off by big business by most Americans.  However John Diehl is 

not one of them.   

 

$83,250 IN FINAL DAYS BEFORE AND AFTER ELECTION FOR MILLION DOLLAR 

DIEHL: Just before and after the 2014 general election John Diehl was still taking in the 

money.  As usual it was not coming from voters in his district but from companies 

around the country hoping to buy influence. Almost all of Diehl's contributors were 

writing checks for $1,000 and up.  

 

While Diehl had now collected $1,911,966 since 2008 and for almost six years had no 

opponent, his first opponent ever, liberal Democratic kook Eric Al Gerber raised $1,205 

during the same period plus a $3,000 from himself to his campaign. Gerber managed to 

send one postcard to voters that arrived in the mail on Election Day after many had 

already voted.    

 

Here is Diehl's list of last minute contributor's at $1,000 or more: 

 
$10,000    RSLC PAC  Washington, DC 

$6,000       Students First  Sacramento, CA 

$5,000       MO ASSN OF NURSE ANESTHETISTS PAC  Jefferson City, MO 

$5,000       MHA  Jefferson City, MO 

$5,000       LEGGETT & PLATT INC St. Louis, MO  

$5,000      HARTNETT GLADNEY HETTERMAN LLC  St. Louis, MO 

$2,500      Brett Emison  Lee's Summit, MO 

$2,500       Glazers MO PAC  Jefferson City, MO 

$2,000        United Health Care  Minneapolis, MN 

$2,000       Liberty Mutual   Boston, MA 

$2,000      Missouri Insurance Coalition  Jefferson City, MO  

$2,000       John Deere   Moline, IL 

$1,500       INTEGRITY HOME CARE Jefferson City, MO 

$1,500       NAVCP  (healthcare) Louisville, KY  
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$1,500      Missouri Growth  Perryville,MO 

$1,500      PHRMA  (Drug manufacturers) 

$1,000       ARDA (American Resort Developors Assoc.) Washington, DC 

$1,000       HEAL  Jefferson City, MO 

$1,000       ARN Pipeline   Houston, TX 

$1,000       Marilyn Nolan  Springfield, MO 

$1,000       NRA POLITICAL VICTORY FUND Fairfax, VA 

$1,000       PHYSICIANS PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY ASSN PAC   Union, MO 

$1,000       POET  (Bio fuels company) Sioux Falls, SD 

$1,000      MO ASSN OF CAREER FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICTS  St. Peters, MO   

$1,000      ASA Midwest PAC   St. Louis. MO 

$1,000      Jesse Bodine  Ladue, MO * 

 

* Only contributor out of $83,250 from within Diehl's District  

 

 It is interesting that some labor unions, including firefighters gave Republican Diehl 

four-figure contributions.   

 

Rep. Sue Allen is up to $2.397 in gifts on the year including a $115 dinner from a 

lobbyist in September and a $30 new lab coat from a lobbyist for SSM Healthcare.  

 

Sue received $16,990 in campaign contributions.  The corporate contributors were 

mostly from the healthcare industry, which Allen is in the bag for as she has been a 

member of the professional for decades.  She did take $350 from a casino. However the 

vast majority of contributions came from within Allen's district, including $75 from the 

Town & Country resident KOOK emeritus Mariette Palmer.   

 

Rep. Don Gosen representing western Chesterfield received a $24.35 dinner in 

October from a lobbyist for R.L. Polk. Gosen received $5,870 a few days before or after 

the election in contributions. 

 

STATE SENATORS MAKING A SCENE IN FERGUSON COLLECTING BIG MONEY:  

The two most high profile State Senators who have been in the middle of things, 

including for one being arrested are Jamilah Nasheed, who does not even represent 

anyone in Ferguson or in St. Louis County and Maria Chappelle-Nadal, who actually 

does have Ferguson in her district. 

 

Nasheed apparently doesn't see any ethical issue in accepting a $128 dinner in October 

from the region's largest utility, Ameren UE.  So far in 2014 Nasheed has accepted 25 

gifts and meals from lobbyists totaling $930.   
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Sen. Nasheed in the center. 

 

Since the Michael Brown shooting here are some of the larger contributors to Nasheed 

who as a Democrat in North St. Louis had no viable opposition in the fall elections. 

 

$5,000     Noranda  Aluminum    Franklin, TN 

$5,000     Carpenter 's International  St. Louis, MO 

$3,000     Supporters of Health Research and Treatment  St. Louis, MO 

$3,000     Gateway Government Relations  Jefferson City, MO 

$2,500     Joyce Aboussie Clayton, MO 

$2,500     Chris Sparks  Tampa, FL 

$2,500      Missourians For Excellence In Government St. Louis, MO 

$2,500     Mo Association of Nurse Anesthetists PAC   Jefferson City, MO 

$2,000     Sterling Bank  Poplar Bluff, MO 

$1,500     XCaliber (Cigarette manufacturer)  Pryor, OK 

$1,500      Missouri Realtors  Columbia, MO 

$1,500      Major Brands (Liquor distributor) St. Louis, MO 

$1,500     Ameren Missouri PAC   St. Louis, MO (Total $7,000 for 2014) 

$1,500     McCormack Baron Salazar  St. Louis, MO 

$1,250      Alliance for Elderly Health Care Jefferson City, MO 

$1,250     Alliance for Higher Education   Jefferson City, MO 

$1,000     Missouri Healthcare Assoc.  Jefferson City, MO   

$1,000     Missourians for a Balanced Energy Future  Jefferson City, MO 

$1,000     Safer Families for Missouri  Jefferson City, MO 

$1,000     Pinnacle Entertainment Inc.  Las Vegas, NV 

$1,000     Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 562   St. Louis, MO   

$1,000     Thompson Coburn LLP  St. Louis, MO 

$1,000     Missouri Independent Bankers Association Inc. PAC  Liberty, MO 
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$1,000     Schlichter Bogard & Denton St. Louis, MO 

$1,000     Stephen A. Smith   Ladue, MO 

$1,000     Enterprise Holdings Inc. Political Action Committee  Ladue, MO 

$1,000     Building & Con. Trades Council  St. Louis, MO 

$1,000     CIPM  St. Louis, MO 

$1,000     Stand Up Missouri  Jefferson City, MO 

$1,000     U.S. RAS Association of Illinois   Bartlett, IL 

$1,000     UNITE HERE TIP Missouri State & Local Fund  New York, NY 

$1,000     The Simon Law Firm P.C.  St. Louis, MO 

$1,000     AGC of St. Louis Political Action Committee 

$1,000     Polsinelli Shughart PC   Kansas City, MO 

$1,000     L. B. Eckelkamp  Washington, MO 

$1,000     Missouri Deer Association  Eldon, MO 

$1,000     Eli Lilly and Company PAC  Clinton, MO 

$1,000    Titlemax  Savannah, GA 

$1,000     AT&T    St. Louis, MO 
$1,000     Anheuser-Busch Companies Inc  St. Louis, MO 

$1,000     Smithfield Foods Inc.  Smithfield, VA  (Chinese owned)  

$1,000     RAI   (Reynolds Tobacco) Winston-Salem NC  

$   500     Altria Client Services Inc  (Phillip Morris Tobacco) Richmond, VA 

 

While Nasheed is protesting, blocking traffic, bringing a handgun into Ferguson to 

protest a justifiable police shooting, she is accepting large sums of money from cigarette 

makers who are killing her constituents while paying the lowest cigarette taxes in 

America. Not to mention big money from a predatory loan company that targets low 

income residents assisted by Missouri lawmakers that allow the highest interest rates in 

the U.S.  

 

Maria Chappelle-Nadal:   In the first 10 months of the year Maria Chappelle-Nadal 

has accepted 45 gifts or food valued at $1,714 from lobbyists, including a $103 dinner in 

September and entertainment tickets in October ($37).  
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Here are $1,000 or more contributions Chappell-Nadal received since the Michael 

Brown shooting.  

 

$10,000    Express Scripts  Ferguson, MO   

$5,000      Students First  Sacramento, CA 

$5,000      Ameren UE  St. Louis, MO   

$3,000      Supporters of Health Research & Treatments 

$2,500      Missourians foe Excellence in Government   St. Louis, MO 

$2,500      Missouri Health Care Association PAC  Jefferson City, MO 

$1,500      Realtors PAC  Columbia, MO 

$1,000      Monsanto Company  Creve Coeur, MO 

$1,000      UNITE HERE TIP Missouri State and local Fund  New York, NY 

$1,000      Major Brands PAC (Liquor Wholesaler)  St. Louis, MO 

$1,000      Stand Up Missouri  Jefferson City, MO 

$1,000      Leading Age Missouri PAC  Jefferson City, MO 

$1,000      AT&T    St. Louis, MO 

$1,000      Missouri State Council of FireFighters PAC   Blue Springs, MO 

$1,000      Missouri Medical PAC  Jefferson City, MO 

$1,000      Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 562 Vol Political Fund St. Louis, MO 

$1,000      Centene Management Company  Clayton, MO  

         

  

FOOTBALL SEASON ENDED IN NOVEMBER...PLAYERS ARRESTED FOR CHILD 

MOLESTATION STILL NOT CHARGED:  The three teenage high schooler students 

adults who along with two juveniles arrested for Child Molestation in connection with a 

hazing incident in early August at a football camp on the campus of Principia have not 

been charged four and a half months after their arrests.  

 

We were told the prosecuting attorney's office put these cases on the back burner 

during the Ferguson grand jury work and now are trying to decide on the right charge. 

 

Arrested were:   

-Ricardo Loma (W/M 17 YOA) of Kirkwood arrested on 8/22/14 on the charge of 

Molesting a Child-2nd degree (Misdemeanor) released pending application of warrant 

-Maverick Holmsley (W/M 17 YOA) of Wright City, MO arrested on 8/22/14 on the 

charge of Molesting a Child-2nd degree (Misdemeanor) released pending application of 

warrant 

-Joshua Brewer (W/M 17 YOA) of Town and Country arrested on 8/26/14 on the charge 

of Molesting a Child-2nd degree (Misdemeanor) released pending application of warrant 
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Ricardo Loma                              Maverick Holmsley                       Joshua Brewer 

  

For what it is worth the Principia high school football team finished the season with a 3-

7 record that included one forfeit loss.   

 

TWO OUT OF FIVE IS NOT GOOD FOR REMEMBERING YOUR COMMISSION'S 

RECORDER'S NAME:  Back last summer Laura Lowell, the staff admin aide for Public 

Works and Planning took over the job of taking the minutes and calling for the the vote 

on issues at the Planning and Zoning meetings.  Previously City Clerk Ashley 

McNamara handled the job, but Ashley was running out of time for being at city hall all 

day and being the recorder for the Board of Aldermen, so Laura took over for her at 

Planning and Zoning Meetings.   

 

There was one problem.  Planning and Zoning Commission chairman Ron Sulewski 

keeps calling Laura, Ashley.  Just before the December 2 meeting was to start I asked 

Laura what were the odds Mr. Sulewski would call her Ashley all night.  She replied that 

she thought there was a good chance she would stay with "Laura" for the night.  

 

The first five times Sulewski asked for a vote or for the resolution to be read...he called 

her Ashley three of the times. I think for the next meeting there should be a stick on the 

desk where she sits with a large sign directed at Chairman Sulewski that reads, "My 

name is Laura" in large print.  
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  Chairman Ron Sulewski and Laura Lowell. 

 

 UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 103 

 
December 17, 2014 

 

RESIDENTS OF RIVERBEND WANT TO CLOSE ROAD TO KEEP 

PLANNED MARYLAND HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION TRAFFIC OUT: There is 

a plan that has been submitted to the City of Maryland Heights to build a mix use 

commercial and residential development on 210 acres consisting of over 1000 dwelling 

units. The main entrance to this development would be through Chesterfield's quiet 

River Bend subdivision's main drag of River Valley Road.  The proposed development is 

called The Farms at Maryland Park.   

 

At the December 4th Planning and Public Works Committee meeting subdivision 

residents and trustees from River Bend showed up requesting that River Valley Drive be 
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closed by the City of Chesterfield.  River Valley Drive is a municipal road in both 

Chesterfield and Maryland Heights.  
 

Merry Christmas Rob Heggie:  Chesterfield Services Director Mike Geisel told the 

committee he had contacted the city attorney Rob Heggie asking his opinion on the 

legality of closing the road and was told there would be a lot of research involved before 

he could answer the question. That also translates into "a lot of billable hours."   
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There are 37 houses on River Valley Road in the River Bend subdivision.  If this 

development was built and used River Valley Road as a main entrance or even a 

secondary entrance the traffic volume through the subdivision would sky rocket, turning 

River Valley from a quiet subdivision street into a major throughway.    

 

The committee voted for staff to look into this matter more and report back as to what 

the City of Chesterfield's legal ability is to close an existing street.   

 

   
Nine residents from the River Bend subdivision at the Planning & PW Committee meeting.  

 

   
Barb McGinnis spoke for the group.  City Service Director Mike Geisel reports the city attorney needs to extensively 

research the legal ramifications of the city blocking off a street going into a another municipality.  

 

On Thursday December 11 we drove out River Valley Road past the the elementary 

school, the houses, drove around the two traffic circles and over the traffic speed strips, 

down the narrow twisting road to the Maryland Heights City Limits.  There is little doubt 

that this is no place for a large amount of traffic. 
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  One of two massive roundabouts.  

 

 
After leaving the River Bend Subdivision you drive down a twisting and winding two lane 

road, where at the bottom you reach the Maryland Heights City Limits and can see a 

part of the proposed for large scale development.  

 

SADISTIC BASTARDS...POSSIBLE PLAN TO REDUCE NUMBER OF BICYCLISTS: 

I'm not sure what form of sadism this is, but the City of Chesterfield has designated 

River Valley Road where you enter from Maryland Heights as a "Bike Route."  

 

However from this point the road turns into a Tour De France Hill Climb, with steep hills, 

a narrow two lane road with no shoulders and blind curves.  If a bicyclist doesn't have a 

heart attack there is an excellent chance they will be killed or seriously injured by a car 

on a blind curve. 

 

I wrote several city officials a tongue-in-cheek email if this was a plan to eliminate 

bicyclists. 
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Our suggestion is to take a drive out River Valley Road and see for yourself.  

 

Here is our email: 

 

From: John Hoffmann [mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net]  
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 1:00 AM 
To: 'Nancy Greenwood'; Flachsbart, Barry B.; RSNation@aol.com 
Cc: 'Mike Geisel' 
Subject: a picture for you and a question 
 
Just a quick question after I drove out on River Valley Road on Thursday. 
What sadistic bastard with the City thought it was a good idea to make River 
Valley Road a "Bike Route"?  There are very steep hills, a narrow road with no 
shoulders but plenty of blind curves of blind hillcrests.  Of course if making it 
a "Bike Route" was a plan to try and eliminate bicyclists it is brilliant! 
 
John Hoffmann    
 
 

 

Here are a few responses to my email I'm intentionally not identifying the sender in the 

hope to continue to get emails from them with the exception of the official response: 

 

I believe the Parks Committee.  Bikers recommended it, I suspect. 
 
We have at least two serious bikers on that committee, as I recall. 
 
My response: Instead of "Bike Route" a sign "WARNING Bicyclists Proceed at own 
Risk" might be more appropriate. 
 
John   
 

mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net
mailto:RSNation@aol.com
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Well, John, I've been thinking about it. 
Consider that the only way to bike from Chesterfield to the KATY Trail is to 
cross on the 364 bridge. 
Then, think about how to get there -- you go down into the Maryland Heights 
Valley. 
So, the recommendation may not be totally unreasonable. 

 

My response: I have to go back and look for the Bike Route sign off of 
Olive...this one is leaving the Katy Trail...not going to it. Still safety 
wise...it seems as if you should put the bike on the rack on the back of your car 
and drive to the Katy Trail. Otherwise it might be the "The Katy Trial of 
Survival." 
 
I'm thinking of the accidental bicyclist...out of a ride with maybe the 
wife..."Oh look this is a "bike route" it must be a good safe way to go." 
       
John, 
We will get a response if not an answer. At first consideration, it does not seem 
like the safest route for a bike path. 
 

I think this one was accidently sent as a "reply" instead of a "forward."  

 

jim, do you want to take a shot at this, or would you prefer me to.  My guess is 
that this is similar to the recent Wilson Road response, where it is an advisory 
plate and not  a bike route,,,, but I am not sure. 
 
We need to go the extra mile in explanation on this request. 
 
Either way is fine with me... I just want to make sure its covered. 
 

Here is one that caused the BS meter to move: 
 
My belief, before investigation is that the signs you refer to are advisory 
plates, required to warn motorists that bicyclists may be present and are a 
potential hazard. These do not encourage cyclists, but are a recognition that we 
cannot prevent them from using the route.  This is differentiated from a 
designated bike route, which we do, in fact have....  They are posted with a 
different sign.   
 
We'll get you a complete and thorough response as soon as we can investigate. 

 
Here is the official story: 

 

Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 11:19 AM 
To: John Hoffmann 
Cc: Mike Geisel 
Subject: RE: a picture for you and a question 
 
John, the City of Chesterfield Bikeable Walkable Community Plan was adopted by 
the City of Chesterfield in February of 2010.  The Plan was created in 
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partnership with Trailhead and a committee comprised of City Staff, City 
residents, MODOT, and St. Louis County.  The plan is about 100 pages long, and is 
located on our website under Government / Parks and Recreation.  To save you a 
trip, I'll say there are essentially three classifications for roadways.  The 
first is a Bike Lane, which is a marked lane for bicyclists (think Edison Road).  
The second is a Bike Route, which is a signed route marked when a street is 
continuous and meets standards identified in the AAHSHTO Guide for the 
Development of Bicycle Facilities, and if the route is at least one mile long.  
There are numerous routes marked throughout the City, of which River Valley Drive 
is one.  The River Valley route starts at Olive and extends into Maryland 
Heights.  Our markings end at our City Limits, but of course bicyclists obviously 
don't  stop at municipal boundaries, and they can ride pretty far into Maryland 
Heights on this route.  The third route, which Mike referenced in his previous 
email, is a Warning Accommodation.  These are used to warn drivers that 
bicyclists have rights to the roadway on busier roads or roads with physical 
limitations that do not allow a road to be posted as a Bike Route or Bike Lane. A 
good example is Wilson Road.   
 
The classification of River Valley Drive as a Bike Route was made by the 
committee above as part of the creation of the plan.  If you have questions or 
need additional information, please let me know. 
 
James A. Eckrich, P.E. 
Public Works Director / City Engineer 
City of Chesterfield 

 

CHESTERFIELD PLANNING AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

WANTS CITY TO GET INTO BANKING BUSINESS: The Planning and Public 

Works Committee voted on December 4th four-to-zero to recommend to the City 

Council approval of the PACE (Missouri's Property Assessed Clean Energy) which will 

allow Cambridge Engineering in the 2000 block of Long Road Crossing Drive and other 

businesses to obtain loans for energy improvements, such as solar panels or improved 

HVAC systems and then pay the loans back through property taxes at a lower than a 

normal loan rate.  

 

Cambridge would pay the loan annually when it pays its real estate taxes and St. Louis 

County would then pay the lender. If the property was sold the new buyer would have to 

assume the tax/loan. Some say this is like having a TIF or CID (Commercial/Community 

Improvement District) sales tax only you are the one paying the tax.  But it is not. It is a 

clear case of Government deciding to go into the banking business and start arranging 

loans.  Is this really the role of government? 

 

There are currently only four cities in St. Louis County participating in this. The first two 

are enough to make you think twice...Charlack and Ferguson.  The other two are 

Olivette and Hazelwood.      
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Despite being told that the city had no risk in passing the legislation to participate in the 

PACE program, the four council members (Dan Hurt, Elliot Grissom, Nancy Greenwood 

and Connie Fults) all seem a little uncomfortable about the issue before voting 4-0 to 

recommend it to the full council.   

 

When asked why so few cities are participating in the program Mike Geisel made an 

honest response perhaps from reading the tone in the room. 

 

"Maybe because they other elected officials are squeamish about it," said Geisel.   

 

 

EXTREMELY CONFIDENTIAL:  A memo from Service Director Mike Geisel to   

City Administrator Mike Herring with a CC to city attorney Rob Heggie was posted on 

the city's website with a bill for the City Council concerning joining the PACE tax 

program along with a longer memo by Economic Director Development Director Libby 

Tucker.    

 

Two questions immediately come to mind.  

 

1)  Just because the city attorney is copied, should not make it confidential. Otherwise 

you could keep all city correspondence secret simply by CC'ing the city attorney.  

 

2)  Why is city staff posting on its website a memo marked "CONFIDENTIAL" in all 

capital letters followed by three exclamation marks?     
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MEET GRIZZLY GRIER...BOY COUNCILMAN:  Derek Grier, boy councilman, stopped 

shaving in November.  First guess was that Derek "Boy Councilman" Grier decided not 

to shave to look older.  The "Grizzly Grier" look is a little disconcerting when he has the 

far away stare. 

     
The December Grizzly Grier                                     The November Grizzly Grier 

 

PROTESTERS AT HALF COURT: Four seconds into the second half of the recent 

Webster University-Washington University basketball game a bull horn from the stands 

was turned on and a voice shouted..."Hands Up...Don't Shoot" over and over.  About 

twenty-five younger protesters marched onto the court stopping the basketball game. 

They formed a circle at center court as four of them marched around with signs.  

 

Their first statement "Hands up" is something you hear all the time at high school and 

college basketball games.  Coaches yell it at their players all the time when they are on 

defense, especially when a "shooter" has the ball.  

 

However, "Don't Shoot" just doesn't work at a basketball game. There is a clock that 

makes you shoot every 35 seconds. If the clock gets down to two or three seconds the 

fans and coach are all yelling "Shoot!"  

 

    Players and refs leave the court as protesters circle 

around center court.  
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 The sign reads: "Free 

Throws or Freedom"  Of course free throws in basketball are freedom...If you are shooting 80% from the 

free throw line you are often free to gain victory.   

 

 

 

Of course after five minutes of taking over the game, they marched off the court and out 

of the gym...they did not stay for the rest of the game that was won by Washington U.  

 

 

FOOD:  GREAT EXPECTATIONS...DISMAL RESULTS:  When my wife and I lived in 

Washington, DC it was very pleasant around Thanksgiving and Christmas. I normally 

had to work around the holidays either as a cop or a sportswriter. This meant we never 

returned to St. Louis for the holidays...this meant no large group of relatives and no 

stress of fixing large holiday feasts.  We would go to Jean Louis Palladin's restaurant in 

the Watergate Hotel.  It may have been a bit out of our normal price range, but it was a 

treat and a present to ourselves.   
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Chef Jean Louis Palladin, who died at age 55 in 2001.  The location of his famous DC restaurant.  

 

 It was the Thanksgiving of 2012, after having been back in St. Louis for almost seven 

years.  We hosted a Thanksgiving dinner for my wife's family.  We had turkey and beef 

tenderloin with all the fixing.  But once everything was spread out and everyone worked 

through the line was seated at our dining room table there was one thing in common, 

the very good food was cold. The other thing thing was there were several loads of 

dishes to do.  

 

In 2013 I decided we were eating out on Thanksgiving.  I checked the restaurant menus 

that were serving dinner and decided on the Cheshire Inn on Clayton Road at 

McCausland/Skinker.  

   
2013  Dinner in 2013 included my wife, he sister and husband,  a niece and another 

sister from Jefferson City.  

 

The turkey dinner was $25; salmon was $28 and prime rib was $35. The meals included 

a salad or soup and a dessert.  Our Thanksgiving dinners were great! The staff was 

excellent.  The food was delicious and it was hot. The other thing was that we were full 
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but not stuffed after going back and forth to the buffet line. Everyone commented on 

how great the experience was.  We were already looking ahead to Turkey Day 2014. 

         
There was stuffing hiding under the turkey.  The portions were perfect sizes even the prime rib in 2013. 

 

2014  In early November I called to make reservations and told the person on the phone 

how great our experience was 2013. A niece, nephew, my wife's youngest sister, 

husband and their two 21-year old-plus kids joined us along with former Chesterfield 

patch.com editor Jean Whitney, who was spending her last Thanksgiving in town before 

selling her Chesterfield house and moving to Arizona. Someone from the Cheshire 

called back in a few days and reconfirmed the reservation. I again mentioned how much 

we enjoyed our meals in 2013.  

 

YIKES  Here is what neither person mentioned. There would not be table service and 

individual meals starting at $25 in 2014 were gone.  It was going to be a buffet and the 

price was going to be $55 a person.  You might think 110-percent increase in price 

might be something worth mentioning!   I thought that in 1994 when we were paying $45 

a person for a buffet at Jean Louis, so maybe this would be alright.  It wasn't.    

 

Dinner in one year did a total 180-degree turn around.  There are basic rules if you are 

at a $55 a person buffet. Rule 1 Do Not Fill Up on Salads!  Rule 2 Do not eat bread! It 

is pointless to fill up on the least costly items and have no room for the expensive stuff.  

 

Rule 3  Try and get to items right after they are brought out or if the serving dish has 

been on the buffet line, dig deep if you want warm food.  

 

In this case you could have violated Rules 1 and 2 because much of the expensive stuff 

was not very good. On the positive side, our drink waiter, Eric who also kept the table 

clean was excellent.  But once again the buffet created extra stress.  Do you leave a 20-

percent tip or just a 10-percent one since you are serving yourself? 
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The start with the cold seafood found the featured and most popular items to be shrimp 

and oysters on the half shell.  The shrimp was just okay and was getting a little tired 

after thawing.  The shrimp at Costco are much better.  The oyster lovers at the table did 

enjoy the the offerings.  

 

     
 

The main meat dishes included not the delicious prime rib served in 2013, but carved 

sirloin, ham and turkey. Our first try at the sirloin found it dry, tough and at room 

temperature. A return trip with a request to to slice it thin, resulted in a better tasting 

experience with very rare meat.  The turkey didn't have much taste and was dry.  

 

      
   

The garlic mash potatoes we tried on the first trip were cold. A ladle of warm gravy 

helped on another serving.   The highlight of our first plate was the green bean 

casserole with canned green beans, cream of mushroom soup and French's onion 

rings. It was the only hot item on the plate. 

 

Jean Whitney liked the roast autumn vegetables and wild mushroom risotto. 
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The biggest and strangest event was after I got a piece of pan fried chicken breast.  The 

amazingly thin piece of meat was so tough that you could not cut it. I mean I was 

sawing at it with no positive results.  Eric was refilling water glasses at the time and I 

called him over. 

 

"Eric, does this seem strange to you," I asked as I sawed away. 

 

"Would you like for me to get you another knife sir," was his response which caused 

everyone at the table to break out in laughter.  

 

Once I finally managed to get a small piece cut away it was impossible to eat unless 

Eric was ready to Heimlich a fat guy.    

 

   
The piece of chicken so tough it could not be cut or eaten is to the side of the very rare and thinly sliced 

sirloin and behind the tasteless mashed potatoes only made warm by a ladle full of gravy.   

 

No one at the table had the guts to try the Brown Sugar and Maple Syrup Roasted 

Sweet Potatoes with spiced marshmallows.  However one of the fewer positive notes 

was the Jean raved about the Butternut Squash soup.  

 

Desserts:   Of the nine desserts, they were pushing the pecan pie as it was offered at 

two dessert tables. The hot dessert was the Chocolate Gooey Butter Bread Pudding.  

 

Frankly the pecan pie at Charlotte's Rib is 100 times better than the almost tasteless 

slices being offered at the Cheshire.  Actually the Tippin Pecan Pies at Dierbergs are 

also much better.  
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Maybe the saddest picture of the day was the uneaten pecan pie and chocolate bread 

pudding on the plate of a fat guy.  

  
 

 If you noticed I did not have any comments from my wife Diana on the food.  There is a 

simple reason. After we got into the car and as I was pulling off the Cheshire parking lot 

she made a definitive statement.   

 

"That was awful!" 

 

At this time last year we had vowed to return to the Cheshire for all other Thanksgivings.  

Now we have vowed never again to return to the Cheshire anytime in the year. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS TIME:  Here are some links to Christmas TV and Radio shows from 

the past if you want to kill some time at the computer.  

 

TV  

 

1987:  The Muppets' Christmas!  There is a surprise appearance by Jim Henson.  

This was produced three years before his sudden death in 1990.  This is of great quality 

and great for the kids, grand kids or you.    

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojtGHXsTXmU&index=86&list=PLc5RR1k57YQ2ig-

NYHvAcSABFqLdy_5Ei 

 

1953 and 1967 DRAGNET The Christmas Story/Big Little Jesus...This is the edited 

4-minute piece of the end of the 1953 Dragnet Christmas show with Jack Webb and 

Ben Alexander mixed with the same story done for the 1967 color show with Jack Webb 

and Harry Morgan.  In this episode Det. Joe Friday and his partner search for the thief 
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who stole the cheap statue of the baby Jesus from the altar of a Catholic Church 

serving mostly Mexican-Americans in Los Angeles.  They go back to the church on 

Christmas Eve to tell the priest they did not have any luck finding Jesus.  

 

All Dragnet shows were taken from the files of the LAPD with the one exception of this 

one which was taken from the files of the San Francisco PD.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5JbTit3eEk  

   
 

RADIO: 

 

From 1950 The Bing Crosby Program, heard on CBS radio on Wednesday   

December 20, 1950 at 8:30 CST.   

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVY-YFRlg1g 

 
 

Also from 1950 aired on Christmas night...The Railroad Hour with Gordon McRae, the 

Norman Luboff Choir and Carmen Dragon Orchestra.  The announcer is Marvin Miller 

who later starred in the daytime TV tear jerker, The Millionaire. 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdLIu6wJ5as 
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 MUSIC:  The Air Force Band Does an Invasion:  See a Christmas flash mob with 

government employees leading the way from 2013 and 2014: 

 

2013: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cKE8pyfcZc 

2014: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vniBBT7nRJg 

   
 

From one of the best Christmas albums ever..."Christmas" by the Singers 

Unlimited. 

   
We have mentioned this before...the female singer, Bonnie Herman for almost 40 years was heard on St. 

Louis radio stations singing the jingle for Frederick Roofing ads. Unfortunately recently they went with a 

new jingle.  The Singers Unlimited's bass vocalist the late Len Desler was also the voice of the Jolly Green 

Giant (HO, HO, HO...Green Giant!) for decades.     
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Caroling, Caroling 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyvPI-G8z2A    

 

Joy to the World 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIHMWFtMz78 

 

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcDBVbj2If4 

 

MOVIES:  It would be a few more weeks before the 70th anniversary of the national 

release of Meet Me in St. Louis (back when St. Louis had a better image than recently). 

However, the film starring Judy Garland had its grand opening two months earlier in St. 

Louis at the Lowes at 715 Washington Avenue on November 22, 1944. It opened in 

New York two days later and in the rest of the country in January. 

 

The St. Louis opening qualified the movie for the 1944 Academy Awards. Despite 

having such great standards as "The Boy Next Door," Meet Me in St. Louis" and "Have 

Yourself a Merry Christmas" which will be sung at Christmas time as long as there is a 

Christmas, the only song nominated for an Academy Award was the Trolley Song. It lost 

out to Bing Crosby singing Swinging on a Star in his role as Father O'Malley in Going 

My Way, which also won Best Picture.  At least Fr. O'Malley was wearing a St. Louis 

Browns warm up jacket in the Movie.     

  
November 22, 1944 St. Louis                                       Here is Bing Crosby singing the song Swinging on a  

                                                                                           Star that beat out the Trolley Song out for the  

                                                                                          Academy Award for best song.  Have Yourself a Merry  

                                                                                          Little Christmas that went on to become a beloved  

                                                                                          iconic American song was not even nominated. 
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The Lobby of the Lowes State advertising the upcoming world premiere for Meet Me in St. Louis.    

 

 
Under the marquee at the Loews.  
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A drawing of 5135 Kensington Ave.                             The movie version of 5135 Kensington. 

 
5135 Kensington east off of Kingshighway today. 

 

 

Here is a link to a detail article on the making of the movie: 

 

 http://www.thejudyroom.com/louis.html#photos 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CARD FROM 24 YEARS AGO: Twenty-four years ago almost every day 

at work I was a writing a few speeding tickets. I was at work on Connecticut Avenue just 

north of the Maryland/DC border. We only wrote tickets to people doing 20 mph over the 

limit or at least 50 mph in a 30 mph zone.  There was an endless supply of people in a 

hurry. Tickets for 20 mph over the limit back in 1990 started at $105. 

 

The ticket revenue did not go to the cities writing the tickets as there are no municipal 

courts in Maryland.  It went to the State of Maryland general fund and most likely down 

some deep social welfare hole in Baltimore.  
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Around Christmas time if I stopped someone who didn't have a record of prior violations, 

were apologetic and looked like they really couldn't afford a $105 ticket, I'd make a deal 

with them.  If they promised to spend $105 on a gift for a loved one like a parent or a 

spouse, I'd write them a warning. I'd do this four or five times a year.  I only got one 

response from this deal.  I found recently while cleaning out my desk.  

 

It was from a young Chinese-American man Chai Phua. He promised he'd buy his 

immigrant parents a gift. Out of the 25 or 30 similar deals I made with violators over the 

years Mr. Phua was the only one who bothered to contact me reference the deal. Here 

is what I received from him: 
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CARTOONS: 
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