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FORMER TOWN AND COUNTRY ALDERMAN, STATE REPRESENTATIVE  AND 

SEX TEXTER PLEDS GUILTY IN FEDERAL COURT TO FRAUDULENTLY 

STEALING $379,000 FROM PANDEMIC RELIEF FUNDS 

 

This is from the US Attorney’s Press Release: 

St. Louis Lawyer Admits $379,900 
Pandemic Fraud 
Thursday, September 11, 2025 

Share  

For Immediate Release 

U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Missouri 

ST. LOUIS – A St. Louis lawyer on Thursday admitted defrauding the U.S. Small Business 

Administration out of $379,900 by fraudulently obtaining a COVID-19 pandemic loan. 

John J. Diehl Jr., 60, pleaded guilty in U.S. District Court in St. Louis to one count of wire 

fraud. Diehl admitted that on March 30, 2020, he applied for an Economic Injury Disaster 

Loan (EIDL) on behalf of his law firm, the Diehl Law Group. The EIDL program was 

designed to help struggling small businesses during the pandemic by providing 

deferred, low interest loans to be used strictly for working capital, payroll and other 

fixed debts of the business caused by the pandemic. Diehl signed a loan authorization 

and agreement form in which he falsely represented and certified that Diehl Law Group 

“…will use all the proceeds of this Loan solely as working capital to alleviate economic 

injury caused by disaster occurring in the month of January 31, 2020 and continuing 

thereafter….” 
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On June 9, 2020, the remainder of the EIDL loan, $93,900, was transmitted into his law 

firm’s bank account. Diehl transferred some of the funds to his personal bank accounts 

and between June 10, 2020, and August 16, 2021, he impermissibly used the EIDL loan 

proceeds for unauthorized personal use and purposes. Those included payments on 

personal Tesla, Audi and Jeep automobiles, personal credit cards, a personal home 

mortgage, a family member’s college tuition, pool maintenance, country club dues and 

fees and cash withdrawals for personal use and expenses.  On Sept. 16, 2020, Diehl also 

transferred $50,039.55 of the EIDL proceeds to the Diehl Law Group’s retirement plan in 

which Diehl was the only participant.   

 

 

 

Diehl who was a good friend of fellow lawyer, Town & Country mayor Jon Dalton, who 

had his own ethical problems being a lobbyist. 

 

Diehl was a T&C Alderman from 2003-2005 when he resigned after being appointed by 

to the County Board of Elections. He was elected to the Missouri House of 

Representatives in 2008.  He was later the Speaker of the Missouri House when he was 

forced to resign. 
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   Diehl was arguably the state’s most powerful politician in 2015 when 
the Kansas City Star revealed he’d been sending sexually inappropriate 
messages to a 19-year-old House intern. While he initially refused to step 
down, he eventually resigned when it became clear he’d lost the support 
of key members of his party.   
 

 

 
 

 

Then there was the finding of the Ethic Commission and the fine. 

 

From Wikipedia: 

 

Sexting controversy and resignation 

On April 24, 2015, The Kansas City Star contacted Diehl about exchanges of sexually 
suggestive text messages between himself and a female House intern, who was then a 
college freshman.[12] The internship program had been abruptly canceled in April 2015 
after Missouri Southern State University discovered an "unspecified incident" with a 
student, which analysts say was likely Diehl's affair.[13][14][15] A few hours after 
the Star published a report of the exchanges on May 13, Diehl admitted responsibility, 
stating, "I will begin immediately working to restore the trust of those closest to me and 
getting back to the important work that is required in the final days of 
session."[12][16] However, he resigned May 14.[3][17] He was replaced by Todd 
Richardson of Poplar Bluff.[18] 

  

 

 

 

https://www.kansascity.com/news/politics-government/article20822424.html
https://www.kansascity.com/news/politics-government/article20822424.html
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/some-in-gop-broke-ranks-to-oppose-diehl-after-texting-scandal-emerged/article_2f5c45af-a646-52ec-b051-46168f204d59.html
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/some-in-gop-broke-ranks-to-oppose-diehl-after-texting-scandal-emerged/article_2f5c45af-a646-52ec-b051-46168f204d59.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Kansas_City_Star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Diehl_(politician)#cite_note-Hancock-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri_Southern_State_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Diehl_(politician)#cite_note-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Diehl_(politician)#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Diehl_(politician)#cite_note-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Diehl_(politician)#cite_note-Hancock-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Diehl_(politician)#cite_note-16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Diehl_(politician)#cite_note-resign-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Diehl_(politician)#cite_note-17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Todd_Richardson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Todd_Richardson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poplar_Bluff,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Diehl_(politician)#cite_note-18


4 
 

Diehl controlled over $2,000,000 in campaign contributions, however he never had an 

opponent. 

 

  
 

 

AND then in 2023 Diehl was hit with a $47,000 fine by the Missouri Ethics Commission. 

This from the Missouri Independent: 

 

A former Missouri House speaker who was forced to resign in disgrace in 

2015 has been fined $47,000 by the Missouri Ethics Commission for 

allegedly misusing campaign funds. 

John Diehl, a Republican from Town and Country, signed a consent decree 

with the ethics commission released Tuesday acknowledging probable cause 

that he violated state campaign finance laws. 

While he was fined $47,000, Diehl will only have to pay roughly $10,000 if 

he doesn’t violate campaign finance law again in the next two years. 

The four counts in the consent decree include a $6,730 credit card payment 

for non-campaign expenses and three counts of failure to properly disclose 

and report campaign expenses. 

As early as 2012 I was writing about questionable contributions to Diehl as 

the lead in newsletter #68. 

 

https://mec.mo.gov/Scanned/CasedocsPDF/CMTS1746.pdf
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https://johnhoffmann.net/ex_newsletter_68.pdf 

 

Here are some items from that newsletter: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://johnhoffmann.net/ex_newsletter_68.pdf
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Still from our 2012 newsletter 
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At the same time he was not only a State Rep, but sat on the Town & Country 

Architectural Review Board.  

 

All this is pretty impressive for a De Smet High School grad.   

 

His sentencing in Federal Court is scheduled for December 19.  I can only hope near 

Christmas that Judge thinks of residents of Missouri before Diehl and gives him some 

well-deserved prison time.  

 

 

FIVE ROMANIANS SENTENCED IN FEDERAL COURT FOR STEALING FROM 

BANK ATM’S USING SKIMMING DEVICES. This is from a Press Release from the US 

Attorney’s Office:  

 

Five Romanian nationals have been sentenced for installing skimming devices on St. 

Louis area ATMs to harvest bank account information from customers. 

U.S. District Judge Sarah E. Pitlyk sentenced Mihai Vlaicu, 48, and Mihai Florin Marinescu, 

38, on Friday to two years in prison. Laurentiu Miguel Ivan, 34, Nelu Nae, 37, and Venera 

Isabelle Dumitru, 28, were sentenced to the time that they already spent in federal 

custody while awaiting trial. All will likely be deported when they complete any prison 

time they receive in their St. Louis case and any pending cases elsewhere in the country. 

All five pleaded guilty in U.S. District Court in St. Louis to one count of conspiracy to 

commit bank fraud. A sixth person indicted in the case, Ianus Nita, 53, has not yet been 

arrested. 

Around January of 2024, Vlaicu and Marinescu began installing skimming devices in the 

St. Louis area. They installed them on at least two bank ATMs, one in Clayton and one in 

Frontenac and began using cloned cards to try and withdraw cash. Marinescu 

unsuccessfully tried to install a skimming device on an ATM in south St. Louis County, 

and then successfully installed one on an ATM in Wildwood. On May 28, Marinescu and 

Nae installed a skimming device on an ATM in St. Louis, but law enforcement found and 

removed it. 

The conspirators were successful in stealing about $5,200 from 11 victims. Judge Pitlyk 

ordered them to repay the money. 

The FBI, the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department, the Webster Groves Police 

Department, the Clayton Police Department and the Frontenac Police Department 
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investigated the case with assistance from the St. Louis County Police Department. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Gwen Carroll prosecuted the case. 

THE REST OF THE STORY WITH A 7-11 MANAGER BREAKING UP THE GANG 
This is from St. Louis Magazine: 
 

 
 

That 911 call ultimately led to the arrests of five Romanian nationals, who have since 
pleaded guilty to bank fraud 

 

 
 

Three of the St. Louis suspects were arrested outside of Dallas, Texas for the same 

ATM fraud.   

 

Here are four Romanians I arrested while a Captain on the Chevy Chase Village 

Maryland Police Department. 
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This was in 1996. Police referred to them as Gypsies, which some considered racist.  In 

this case the male would send the women into the house, as they would sit back in a 

getaway car.  The criminal Romanians would normally spend the winter in the Carolinas 

and then take off in the spring on a crime wave to the Northeast and the Midwest. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

CHESTERFIELD AUGUST MONTHLY POLICE AND CRIME REPORT 
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OVERFLOW CROWD ON AUGUST 23 FOR THE POLICE BACKSTOPPALOOZA 
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POLICE BLOTTER   

 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 2025 

MIDNIGHT SHIFT 

 

25-4043-Misc-Arrowhead Estates 

Officers responded to an address on Arrowhead Estates Drive for a report of a suicidal 

subject.  A ping was entered for the location of the subject's phone which put her in 

Hawaii. The local police department in Hawaii was contacted.  The same suicidal 

subject is currently being investigated for fraud by our department. 

 

Officers handled calls for service to include traffic complaints, alarms and sick cases. 

 

DAY WATCH SEPT 10, 2025 

 

25-4047 – Prisoner pickup – St. Charles City:   An officer responded to St. Charles 

City to pick up a female subject with traffic warrants out of this department. The subject 

was arrested, transported back to the station, booked and placed in holdover awaiting 

bond. 

  

25-4050 – Larceny (F) – Outlet Blvd:  Subjects stole $2500.00 worth of merchandise 

from Polo. One of the subjects has been identified. SEU officers are still investigating. 
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Officers responded to calls for service to include alarms, traffic hazards, an intoxicated 

subject, citizen contacts, a vehicle lockout, sick cases, EDP’s, motor vehicle crashes, 

check the welfares and a bank escort. 

  

Officers also conducted traffic stops and provided patrols of businesses, neighborhoods, 

and parks.  

 

AFTERNOON WATCH SEPT 10. 2025 

 

Two delayed sexual assault incidents were reported and are currently being 

investigated by detectives. Suspects in these cases have been identified. 

 

 
MAN DOING ROOF REPAIR AT CROSSING CHURCH BREAKS INTO CHURCH AND 

STEALS A COLOR PRINTER. POLICE ARREST HIM PUTTING PRINTER INTO A 

CAR 

25-4054 - Burglary & Stealing: Officers investigated a stealing of a color printer from 

the church, located at 114 Eatherton Road. While taking the initial report, Officers 

discovered that the perpetrator had returned to the scene to pick up the printer that had 

been staged outside of the church. The suspect placed the printer in a vehicle and 

attempted to resist arrest by fleeing. The suspect was prevented from entering the car 

and was taken into custody. The driver of the vehicle fled from the scene but did return 

sometime later with the printer still in the car. The driver of the car was also arrested. 

Both suspects remain in custody at the St. Louis County jail pending warrant 

application. 

UPDATE: In regard to the burglary and stealing offense at The Crossing Church that was 
reflected in the end of shift report for yesterday's afternoon watch, the St. Louis County 
Prosecuting Attorney's Office issued warrants charging the suspect with Burglary in the 
1st degree and felony stealing. Bond was set at $50,000.00. The suspect remains in custody 
at the St. Louis County jail.  
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  Benjamin Stubbs Church burglar 
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Benjamin Stubbs  37 

 

09/10/25   Burglary and Stealing                                                     Chesterfield PD 

03/09/25   Unregistered Veh  $39 fine                                             St. Louis Co PD   

09/15/24   Stealing PG 7/24/25 2-yrs SIS Probation                       Arnold PD 

04/07/24   Stealing reduced to Littering $39 fine                             St. Louis Co PD   

03/20/23   Armed Criminal Action, 1st Degree Assault                     St.Louis Co  

09/03/06   Attempt to Purchase Alcohol as Minor $300 fine           MO Water Patrol 

 

HEATHER GUTMNAN:  31 

 

09/10/25   Burglary & Stealing                                                        Chesterfield PD   

08/30/24   Stealing reduced to Littering $241 fine                          St. Louis Co PD 

11/09/23   Unregistered Vehicle $39 fine                                        St. Louis Co PD   

08/11/23   Felony Drug Possession                                                Richmond Heights PD 
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25-4057 - Stealing - A Special Enforcement Officer is investigating a stealing of several 

coats from the Macy's store at THF. The loss is in excess of $1800.00. The suspect in 

this case has been identified, and The Special Enforcement Unit continues to 

investigate this offense. 

 

In addition to the above, officers also responded to Alarms, harassment, accidental 

injuries, minor motor vehicle crashes, a solicitor, an animal complaint, check the 

welfare, a 911 hang up, a noise complaint and a suspicious subject. 

 

Officers also conducted traffic enforcement and patrolled sports and entertainment 

venues. 

 

THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 

MIDNIGHT SHIFT 

 

 
25-4058-DWI-Daniel Boone Bridge 

An Officer made a traffic stop and determined the driver was intoxicated.  The driver 

was arrested. 

Sergio Carlos Fernandez 52 

 

09/10/25   DWI, Speeding  97 mph-55 zone, Improper Lane Use  Chesterfield PD 

                Careless & Impudent Driving 

05/27/25   Disobeyed Stop Sign reduced to Parking $193 fine       Cottleville PD 

                 Speeding 42-in-25 zone reduced to Parking $193 fine 

06/07/22   Moving Vio reduced to Parking Vio $166 fine                 St. Louis Co PD  

12/08/17   Moving Vio reduced to Loud Muffler $150                      MO Hwy Patrol 

05/23/15   Moving Vio reduced to Loud Muffler                               MO Hwy Patrol   

05/23/08   Speeding  $150 fine                                                        Fulton PD 
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25-4061-Open Door-1627 Clarkson Rd 

During business checks on Officer located an unsecured door.  Entry was made the 

building was secured. 

 

25-4063-Suicide-Hwy 40/Timberlake Manor 

Officers responded to a subject on the highway.  Upon arrival they located a deceased 

body lying in lanes 2 and 3 of westbound traffic under Timberlake Manor.  The remains 

had been struck by multiple vehicles making identification difficult.  Officers on scene, 

located a parked running vehicle on Timberlake Manor at a dead end possibly belonging 

to the individual.  State will be handling the traffic crash as they were on scene, while 

Chesterfield will be conducting an investigation into the suicide. 

 

Officers handled calls for service to include alarms, animal running loose, disturbance, 

check the welfare, harassment, noise complaint, accidental injury and suspicious 

vehicle. 

 

DAY WATCH THURSDAY SEPT. 11,  2025 

 

25-4066 – Fugitive Arrest – Elbridge Payne:  During a traffic stop, the officer’s 

investigation revealed the driver had traffic warrants out of St. Louis County. The driver 

was arrested, transported to the station, booked and placed in holdover awaiting pickup. 

 

 

 
25-4067 – Lost/Stolen item – North outer 40:  The victim reported the temporary tag 

which was located on the rear of his vehicle is missing. 
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25-4068 – Lost item – Chesterfield Airport Rd: The victim reported she lost a ring 

while eating dinner at a local restaurant. 

  

25-4070 – Open door – Timber Hill Ln: While conducting a vacation check the officer 

found the front door of the residence unlocked. An interior check of the residence by 

officers showed no signs of foul play. The out-of-town resident was notified by phone. 

The residence was secured by officers upon exit. 

  

Officers responded to calls for service to include sick cases, parking violations, motor 

vehicle crashes, motorist assists, disturbance, suspicious subjects, trespassing, check 

the welfares, alarms and a bank escort. 

  

Officers also conducted traffic stops and provided patrols of businesses, neighborhoods, 

and parks.  

 

AFTERNOON WATCH THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 

 

25-4072 - Warrant Cancellation: St. Louis County Police arrested a subject that was 

wanted on an active Chesterfield traffic warrant. the subject was issued a new court 

date, and the warrant was cancelled by Chesterfield Records Personnel. 

 

25-4073 - Warrant Arrest: Resulting from a traffic stop at Olive and Swingley Ridge, the 

driver was taken into custody on an active Chesterfield traffic warrant. He was conveyed 

to the station where he was booked and placed in a cell awaiting bond. The warrant was 

cancelled by Records Personnel. 

 

25-4074 - Warrant Arrest: St. Louis County Police arrested a subject that was wanted 

on an active Chesterfield traffic warrant. Upon receipt of bond, the subject was issued 

a new court date, and the warrant was cancelled by Chesterfield Records Personnel. 

 

Officers also responded to calls for motorist assist, alarms, a suspicious vehicle, 

accidental injury, sick case, disturbance, animal complaint, 911 hang up, assist fire dept 

(lift assist) and a pedestrian check.   
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Officers also conducted proactive patrol of parks, (CVAC) retail and entertainment 

districts/venues as well as traffic enforcement. 

 

 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2025 

MIDNIGHT SHIFT 

 

No significant events occurred during this shift. 

 

Officers responded to calls for service to include several alarms, suspicious vehicles, 

accidental injuries and a motorist assist. 

 

DAY WATCH  FRIDAY SEPT 12, 2025 

 

 
25-4084 – Burglary – Renaldo Dr: An unidentified subject entered a residence under 

renovation and left a suspicious note the workers found threatening. 

  

25-4085 – Towed Auto – Greentrails South:  A vehicle was towed due to being left 

abandoned on the roadway. The vehicle was entered as towed. 

  

25-4086 – Firearm disposal – Stonegate Manor Ct: The resident had a rifle they 

wished to have destroyed. The responding officer seized the rifle and entered it into 

evidence for destruction. 

  

Officers responded to calls for service to include alarms, citizen contacts, a motorist 

assist, motor vehicle crashes, sick cases, traffic hazards, EDPs, check the welfares, a 

stalking (unfounded), a gas drive off, a noise complaint, missing persons (both located 

immediately upon officers’ arrival), a bank escort, 911 hang-ups and a disturbance. 

  

Officers also conducted traffic stops and provided patrols of businesses, neighborhoods, 

and parks.  

 

AFTERNOON WATCH FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 12,2025 
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25-4089 - Child Neglect: A 4-year-old child was found to have been left in the car 

asleep with the air conditioner running while his father entered a home to instruct a 

piano lesson. The child was observed by a passerby who notified police. The child was 

found in good condition. The father was located and interviewed by officers. The 

department Juvenile Detective was notified as was the Department of Family Services. 

(DFS) This case will be forwarded to the City Prosecutor for consideration of charges. 

 

25-4090 - Flock Hit: (Miscellaneous Report) An officer located a vehicle and a driver 

that was wanted on an active warrant for "no deer tag" from Franklin County. Prior to the 

driver arriving at the station, Franklin County advised no bond and asked that he be 

released on his own recognizance. The man was returned to his car and released from 

custody with instructions to contact the issuing authority. 

 

25-4091 - Accidental Injury: A patron of the Big Love Concert being held at the 

Chesterfield Amphitheater became disoriented and fell from a picnic table while seated 

and struck his head in on the ground. The man was evaluated by EMS and conveyed to 

the hospital for additional evaluation. Parks personnel were also on scene. 

 

Officers also responded to calls for motorist assist, alarms, a suspicious vehicle, 

accidental injury, sick case, disturbance, animal complaint, 911 hang up, assist fire dept 

(dry cooking smoke), suspicious subject, keep the peace, traffic complaint, emotionally 

disturbed person and several (non-injury) motor vehicle crashes.   

 

Officers also conducted proactive patrol of parks, (CVAC) retail and entertainment 

districts/venues as well as traffic enforcement. 

 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 13, 2025 

MIDNIGHT SHIFT 

 

25-4095-Open Door-82 Clarkson Rd 

While conducting business checks an Officer located an unsecured door.  The business 

was searched, and the door was secured. 
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25-4096-Open Door-17041 North Outer 40 Rd 

While conducting business checks an Officer located an unsecured door.  The business 

was searched, and the door was secured. 

 

 
25-4094-DWI-Olive/141 

During a traffic stop the Officer determined the driver was intoxicated.  the driver was 

arrested. 

Daavon Owens  37 

 

09/13/25   DWI, Speeding 80-in-60, Imp Lane Use, Driving         Chesterfield PD 

                 While Revoked 

07/27/25   No Operator’s License                                                 Wentzville PD  

07/18/25   Driving While Revoked, Speeding 91-in-60, No Ins     Moscow Mills PD 

06/01/25   Speeding 94-in-70 $155 fine, No Op’s Lic  $50 fine     Foristell PD   

 

Officers handled calls for service to include disturbances, suspicious vehicles, alarms 

and motorist assist. 

 

 

DAY WATCH  SATURDAY  SEPT 13, 2025 

 

 
25-4097 – Larceny (F) – THF Blvd:  An SEU officer took a delayed report of a theft 

from Dicks. 

  

At approximately 2:10 pm a call came out for possible active shooter at West County 

Mall. Several Chesterfield officers responded to assist. Upon their arrival it was 

determined that there was a large fight in the food court. Some of the subjects involved 
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left in a large truck. It is believed that when the truck was leaving it backfired and was 

mistaken for gunfire. Those officers returned to venue a short time later. 

  

Officers responded to calls for service to include sick cases, citizen contacts, an animal 

running loose, alarms, a harassment, a trespassing, a missing person (unfounded), 

motor vehicle crashes and motorist assists. 

  

Officers also conducted traffic stops and provided patrols of businesses, neighborhoods, 

and parks 

 

AFTERNOON WATCH  SATURDAY SEPT 13, 2025 

 

25-4099 Bicyclist Struck: A bicyclist was struck by a car at low speed as the car was 

exiting a parking lot in the 14000 block of Olive. The bicyclist experienced road rash 

injuries and was conveyed to the hospital by EMS for evaluation. The investigation is 

being conducted by a Traffic Safety Unit Officer. 

 

 
25-4101 - Stealing Offense: The Special Enforcement Unit is conducting an 

investigation wherein two persons were taken into custody for stealing merchandise 

from the target store on THF. They were conveyed to the station where they were 

booked.  

Brenneka Peet  34 Cape Girardeau 

 

09/13/25   Stealing                                                                      Chesterfield PD 

05/15/22   Stealing  $250 fine                                                     Cape Girardeau PD  

07/04/14   Fail to Secure Child in Veh $25 fine                           Scott Co SO  

11/27/10   Stealing   $100 fine                                                     Perryville PD 

 

Jada Clark  20 Kennett MO 

 

09/13/25   Stealing                                                                      Chesterfield PD 
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25-4105 - Assault Report: An officer is investigating an assault that occurred at P.F. 

Changs. A recently terminated employee assaulted another employee as she was 

leaving the restaurant. The investigating officer is attempting to make contact with the 

suspect for interview. 

 

25-4106 - Warrant Cancellation: St. Louis County Police arrested a person who was 

wanted on an active Chesterfield traffic warrant. The person was given a new court 

date, and the warrant was cancelled by Records Personnel. 

 

25-4107 - Warrant Cancellation: Florissant Police arrested a person who was wanted 

on an active Chesterfield traffic warrant. The person was given a new court date, and 

the warrant was cancelled by Records Personnel. 

 

Officers also responded to calls for motorist assist, alarms, a suspicious person, 

accidental injury, sick case, disturbance, 911 hang up, keep the peace, traffic complaint, 

check the welfare and several (non-injury) motor vehicle crashes.   

 

Officers also conducted proactive patrol of parks, (CVAC) retail and entertainment 

districts/venues as well as traffic enforcement. 

 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 

MIDNIGHT SHIFT 

 

No significant reports were taken. 
  
Officers stayed active during the shift, addressing open doors, prisoner pickups, and 
neighborhood garage door checks.  They also responded to a call at the Holiday Inn for 
an unresponsive 12-year-old, who was determined to be sleeping.  Additional activity 
included suspicious vehicle investigations, burglar alarms, and sick cases. 
 

DAY WATCH SUNDAY SEPT 14, 2025 

 

25-4110- Traffic/ Fugitive Arrest- Olive/ Hilltown Vlg: An officer conducted a traffic stop 
and determined the female was driving with a revoked operator’s license, and had 
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outstanding warrants through St. Louis County for traffic as well.  She was arrested, 
processed, and held pending pick up. 
 
25-4111- EDP- Chesterfield Airport Rd: An  off duty officer working secondary at a local 
church requested officers to respond with regard to an elderly female in mental health 
crisis.  The female had jumped from a raised rear porch of the building  (5 ft high)  and 
injured her ankle.  She was experiencing suicidal ideations, and was planning suicide via 
carbon monoxide poisoning.  The female was transported to Mercy for medical and 
mental health evaluations, and her vehicle was towed from the church property. 
 

 
25-4114- Delayed Road Rage/ Felony Stealing- Schoettler Valley Dr.:  A SEU Officer 
is investigating a road rage incident which occurred Friday.  The victim reported the road 
rage culminated in the suspect stealing her purse from her vehicle during a verbal 
confrontation.  The victim followed the female to an apartment complex and recovered 
the purse as the suspect dropped it from her vehicle before fleeing.  Efforts to locate the 
suspect at her residence and place of employment have not been successful, and the 
officer’s investigation continues. 
 
No Report- Shooting- Wildwood: A Chesterfield Drone Operator was dispatched to 
Wildwood to assist in locating a male subject wanted for a domestic assault which was 
called in by the adult son.  Remarks had advised his father shot his mother who appeared 
deceased and exited the residence.  The call was found to be a Swatting call, and the 
Chesterfield Officer returned to venue. 
 
No Report- Missing Person- Ardmore Creek Dr: Officers were dispatched to a missing 
person wherein the husband was reporting that his 85 year old wife who suffers from 
dementia had walked out of the residence heading south.  An area canvas met with 
negative results.  An officer was able to contact the female via telephone and she 
provided a general location on Schoettler Road.  The officers located her and returned 
her to her residence.   
 
Officers responded to suspicious persons, sick cases, crashes, disturbances, 
citizen inquiries, and alarms. 
 
Officers also patrolled neighborhoods, parks, and the business districts while 

also conducting traffic enforcement. 

 

 

AFTERNOON WATCH  SUNDAY  SEPT 14, 2025 
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25-4117 - DWI: Original call for vehicle stopped in the middle of Ladue at N. Greentrails. 

Investigation revealed that this was a motor vehicle crash with an impaired driver. The 

driver was taken into custody for DWI and conveyed to Mercy for a fit for confinement 

and a blood draw. The driver was later booked and remains in custody pending a 

sobering period. 

Jessica M Augustin  26  Weldon Spring  

 

09/14/25   DWI                                                                         Chesterfield PD 

09/01/24   Speeding 91-in-60 reduced to Parking $193 fine   Maryland Heights PD 

03/11/24   Speeding 89-in-60  reduced to Parking $290 fine  MO Hwy Patrol   

 

 

25-4119 - Emotionally Disturbed Person: The original call included a potential 

flourishing of a gun at the hotel on Chesterfield Grove. Arriving officers encountered a 

person experiencing a mental health crisis and other physical symptoms. The person 

felt that someone may have pointed a gun at her in the hotel. This could not be 

substantiated. EMS responded and the person and her service dog were conveyed to 

Mercy for additional evaluation. 

 
25-4120 - Domestic & Stealing: Boyfriend & Girlfriend became involved in a verbal 

argument while driving on Olive at Woodchase. The girlfriend pulled the car off of the 

road and fled from the car. A short time later, upon her return to the car, the boyfriend 

was gone, and her purse was also missing. A search of the area failed to locate the 

boyfriend, however the investigating officer spoke with the boyfriend and determined 

that he had taken the purse. This investigation is continuing.  
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Officers also responded to calls for motorist assist, alarms, a suspicious vehicle, 

accidental injury, sick case, assist fire dept (lift assist), trespassing, harassment and 

several (non-injury) motor vehicle crashes.   

 

Officers also conducted proactive patrol of parks, (CVAC) retail and entertainment 

districts/venues as well as traffic enforcement. 

 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 15, 2025 

MIDNIGHT SHIFT 

 

 
25-4121 – Felony DWI Arrest – W I64 / Spirit of St. Louis Blvd 

A 38-year-old male from Moscow Mills was stopped for impaired driving.  He showed 

obvious signs of intoxication, failed field sobriety testing, and refused a Preliminary 

Breath Test (PBT).  He was arrested for DWI, booked at the Chesterfield Jail, and later 

provided a breath sample under Missouri Implied Consent, registering a BAC of 

.124%.  This marked his fourth DWI arrest, qualifying him as an aggravated 

offender.  He remained in custody until it was determined he could safely care for 

himself. 

Steven Fuller  38 

 
 

09/14/25    DWI, C&I Driving                                                                Chesterfield PD 

10/03/09    Prior DWI  5 days jail in lieu of 45-days                              MO Hwy Patrol   

 06/22/07   Moving Vio reduced to Loud Muffler $175 fine                    Lincoln Co SO 

11/14/05    Moving Vio reduced to Loud Muffler  $250 fine                   MO Hwy Patrol  

01/28/05    Speeding $100 fine                                                             Lincoln Co SO 

11/17/04    Wildlife Hunting Vio  $149 fine                                            MO Dept of Consv 

08/23/04   Defective Equipment  $50 fine                                             Lincoln Co SO  
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25-4122 – Open Door – 1644 Clarkson Road  

During a routine business check, an officer discovered an unsecured door at a local 

business.  There were no signs of forced entry, and the interior appeared 

undisturbed.  The officer secured the door. 

 

25-4123 – Information Report – Amolac Drive  

At approximately 3:00 AM, officers took a report from a 41-year-old male who claimed 

his ex-girlfriend, a resident on Amolac, was harassing him.  Officers reviewed text 

messages and found no alarming or threatening content.  At the male’s request, an 

officer will follow up with the female tomorrow night.  About 30 minutes later, Crestwood 

Police notified us that the same male had come to their lobby, identifying himself as a 

DEA agent and alleging his ex-girlfriend was using illicit drugs.  A report was taken for 

documentation purposes only. 

 

Officers also handled citizen contacts, sick cases, and traffic complaints.  They focused 

on community safety through traffic enforcement, neighborhood patrols, and checks of 

closed businesses. 

 

DAY WATCH  MONDAY SEPT. 15, 2025 

 

 
25-4126- Fraud- Station: An officer responded to the station to contact the victim of 
identity theft.   The victim advised AT&T told him his phone was hacked in Mexico, and 
there have been fraudulent accounts opened using his information.  The officer will 
forward the report to the detective bureau for follow up. 
 
Officers responded to suspicious persons, sick cases, crashes, disturbances, 
citizen inquiries, EDPs, and alarms. 
 
Officers also patrolled neighborhoods, parks, and the business districts while 

also conducting traffic enforcement. 

 

AFTERNOON WATCH  MONDAY  SEPT 15, 2025 
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25-4132 – Domestic Assault – E Conway Meadows Ct 
Officers responded to investigate a prior domestic incident. A married couple, for over 50 
years, was at lunch together. When they left they started arguing in the car. The husband 
attempted to exit the car and the wife reached over and grabbed him in an attempt to not 
let him leave. The husband then slapped her across the face, causing a cut on her lip. The 
husband dropped her off at home and then drove away. This officer is continuing to 
investigating the case.  
 

 
25-4131 – Fraud – Monarch Trace Ct 
An Officer responded to investigate a reported fraud. The victim met a male on a dating 
app. She has never met him in person, yet he sent her a $7,000 check, without her asking, 
for her “bills”. After she deposited it, he asked for $5,000 back. She was going to send him 
the money; however, her daughter stopped her before she sent it. It was at this time they 
noticed her bank froze the check and flagged it as fraudulent. This case is forwarded to the 
detective bureau for further investigation. 
 
In addition to the above incidents, Chesterfield Officers also responded to a variety of other 
radio assignments, which included Motor Vehicle Crashes, Motorist Assist, Accidental 
Injuries, Parking Violation, Citizen Contact, Keep the Peace, Suspicious Subject, 
Suspicious Vehicle, Check the Welfare, Sick Cases, and Alarms. 
 
Officers also patrolled neighborhoods, parks, and the business districts while also 
conducting traffic enforcement. 
 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2025 

MIDNIGHT SHIFT 

 

25-4134 – Vehicle Repossession – Peach Hill Lane 
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A 2025 Nissan Sentra was repossessed from the parking lot of the Peachtree 

apartments. 

 

Suspicious Person – Chesterfield Airport Road / Long Road 

At about 2:00 AM, officers were conducting business checks when they observed a 

male on a mountain bike crossing Chesterfield Airport Road near Lou Fusz Ford.  By 

the time officers turned around, he was gone.  A canvass of the area showed no forced 

entry or signs of theft.  Roughly 30 minutes later, officers encountered the same 

subject—a 33-year-old displaced male from Warren County—on the shoulder of 

eastbound I-64 near Baxter Road.  He was living out of a blue pickup truck with a flat 

tire and explained he couldn’t afford a tow after Walmart closed.  The male was on 

probation/parole for felony crimes against persons.  A consent search of his property 

revealed no contraband or stolen items.  Officers assisted him in returning to Walmart, 

and a field interview report was completed. 

 

Throughout the shift, officers stayed proactive with traffic enforcement, neighborhood 

patrols to check for open garage doors, and inspections of closed businesses 

 

DAY WATCH  TUESDAY SEPT 16, 2025 

 

 
25-4139- Drug distribution/Traffic Arrest WB64/Boones Crossing: An  officer 
conducted a traffic stop for no seatbelt, and failure to signal lane change.  As the Officer 
approached the vehicle, he observed a bag containing a substance he readily identified 
as psychedelic mushrooms through his past experience.  Continuing his investigation, the 
driver was also found to be in possession of 5.5 ounces of Meth, packaging materials, 
and a scale.  A computer check of the subject found him to have a revoked Driver’s 
license, and criminal history of distribution as well.   The subject was arrested, transported 
to the station, interviewed and processed.  He was released pending application of 
warrants, and the officer’s investigation is ongoing. 
Christopher Paul Smith  39  Chesterfield 
 
09/16/25   Fel Drug Poss, Driving While Revoked, Fail to signal  Chesterfield PD 
09/01/25   Imp Lane Use, Driving Revoked, Poss Drug Para       Chesterfield PD 
05/07/25   Imp Lane Use, Driving Revoked                                   Hazelwood PD 
02/14/25   Driving Revoked, Imp Lane Use, Unreg Veh                Chesterfield PD  
02/06/25   Unregistered Veh                                                          Chesterfield PD   
03/21/24   Expired Lic Plates  $50 fine                                          Webster Groves PD 
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03/08/23   Poss of Drug Para, Exp Lic Plates, No Veh Ins,           Chesterfield PD 
                 Driving While Revoked 
08/17/20   Criminal Ord Vio $216 fine, No Ops’ Lic $191 fine        Chesterfield PD 
01/22/20   Expired License Plates  $50 fine                                   Rock Hill PD 
02/25/14   Unregistered Veh  $30 fine                                            MO Hwy Patrol 
06/23/13   Driving While Revoked                                                  MO Hwy Patrol 
09/29/10   Driving While Revoked  10-days jail                              St. Charles City PD 
04/18/09   Moving Veio reduced to Parking Vio $400 fine              St. Charles Co SO  
06/19/07   BAC above 0.02%                                                         St. Charles Co SO  
 
25-4140- Delayed Assault- Parkway West High:  The SRO was notified of an 
altercation which occurred between a 6th and 9th grader at the football game Friday 
night.  The SRO’s investigation revealed it to be mutual combat, and the report will be 
forwarded to the juvenile detective for follow up. 
 
25-4141: SEU Officers conducted a traffic stop with regard to a FLOCK hit on a 
vehicle.  The subject was found to have active theft warrants from another jurisdiction, 
was arrested, processed, and held pending pick up.. 
 
25-4142- Animal Nuisance- Ashberry Circle: An Officer responded to a complaint 
reference an ongoing issue of a neighbor allowing her dog out without a leash to defecate 
in the neighbor’s yard.  The victim provided both video and photographic evidence, and 
the female was issued another summons.   
 
Officers responded to suspicious persons, sick cases, crashes, disturbances, 
citizen inquiries, and alarms. 
 
Officers also patrolled neighborhoods, parks, and the business districts while 

also conducting traffic enforcement. 

 

AFTERNOON WATCH  TUESDAY SEPT 16, 2025 

 

20-3052 – Prisoner Pickup – Richmond Heights PD 

An Officer responded to Richmond Heights PD to pickup a prisoner with an active 

Chesterfield warrant for Receiving Stolen Property. He was transported to the station 

and booked accordingly. 

 

In addition to the above incidents, Chesterfield Officers also responded to a variety of 

other radio assignments, which included Motor Vehicle Crashes, Motorist Assist, 

Accidental Injuries, Citizen Contact, Suspicious Subject, Suspicious Vehicle, Check the 

Welfare, Sick Cases, and Alarms. 

 

Officers also patrolled neighborhoods, parks, and the business districts while also 

conducting traffic enforcement. 
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CHESTERFIELD CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 
 

The most interesting part of the meeting was at the beginning with comments from the 

public. The 2024 Chesterfield Citizen of the Year Kelli Understall spoke first. 

 

Understall tried to praise the Council but then did a 180 and said the current Council 

Council has hidden meetings from the public, made too many decisions in secret.  “No 

resident should be left in the dark,’ she said. 

 

She talked about a Resident Bill of Rights.  That document was introduced by the next 

speaker, Patty Vietmeier.   There was some discussion if copies of the document should 

be handed out plus the document read. It was eventualy read.  This is the document: 

 

Chesterfield Resident Bill of Rights 
A Resolution to Strengthen Trust, Transparency, and Communication between City Hall and 
the Residents it Serves 

WHEREAS, the City of Chesterfield values open government, transparency, and public trust 
as the foundation of good governance; and 

WHEREAS, residents deserve clear communication, respectful engagement, and fair 
access to public information and decision-making processes; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Chesterfield seeks to affirm its commitment to 
transparency, accountability, and partnership with the people it serves; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following Chesterfield Resident Bill of Rights 
be adopted as a guiding framework for all elected officials, city staff, and committees: 

1. Right to Truthful Information   
Residents have the right to clear, accurate, and timely information about City policies, 
projects, and decisions — free from misinformation or political spin. 

2. Right to Open Government   
Residents have the right to attend, observe, and participate in open meetings, with 
decisions and discussions conducted in public unless legally required to be confidential. 

3. Right to Be Heard   
Residents have the right to ask questions and offer input at public meetings without 
censorship, artificial barriers, or unnecessary restrictions. 

4. Right to Responsive Communication   
Residents have the right to timely responses to public records requests, questions, and 
letters from elected officials and city staff. 

5. Right to Equal Treatment   
All residents — regardless of their viewpoint — have the right to be treated with dignity, 
respect, and fairness when interacting with City Hall. 

6. Right to Accountability   
Residents have the right to expect ethical behavior, transparency in financial decisions, 
and public disclosure of conflicts of interest by elected officials and city employees. 

7. Right to Collaboration   
Residents have the right to a government that views them as partners, engaging openly and 
respectfully in shaping the city’s future. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Chesterfield commits to implementing 
practices, policies, and procedures that reflect this Bill of Rights, ensuring that trust and 
transparency remain at the heart of all city governance. 

   

The Council did not vote on giving residents the rights in the document.  Instead Mayor 

Hurt sent if to the Fiance and Administration Committee.  

 

Next Ken Kott, a commerical land manager, spoke and said since the last time he spoke 

and was unsure about the $17.3-m purchase of the office building he was now against 

it.  He gave several reasons why the purchase was not good and possibly in violation of 

City code. 
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Attached is a letter from the Holy Joe Society, an oragnization that challenges improper 

and unehtical activities of local Missouri governments: 
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MORE MONEY FOR TREE REMOVAL:  The Council voted to take $85,000 from the 

Street Maintenace budget to pay for more tree removal costs from a severe Spring 

Storm and tornado.  

 

UPCOMING…ANOTHER SECRET MEETING  Despite residents complaining about 

closed secret meetings, Mayor Dan Hurt mentioned there would be a “special closed” 

Council meeting next Monday September 22.  The meeting was posted on Wed 9/17 

and lista “litigation” as the reason for the secret meeting.   

 

While former mayor Bob Nation often seemed rude in some of his comments, he never 

tried to keep the public away from meetings. 

 

The new mayor Dan Hurt usually has a smile on his face and rarely a raised voice, 

however, he is doing quite a job of keeping the public in the dark about some Council 

issues and meetings. 

 

CARTOONS: 
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