
1 

 

EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 197 AND CHESTERFIELD 142 

 

          
By John Hoffmann 

 

October 8, 2015 

 

LET'S FIND SOME WAY TO WASTE MORE MONEY WHILE THE CITY BUDGET IS 

IN THE RED:  Back when I was on the Board of Aldermen in 2009 the City was about to 

layoff three women employees, without Mayor Dalton looking for budget cuts elsewhere. 

To try and save the jobs I rewrote the budget and found enough cuts to avoid cuts.  My 

alternate budget was voted down 6-2 by the caring and thoughtful alderpersons, who 

clearly did not give a rat's ass about these employees.  

 

At the same time there was a push to have a new city logo.  A local artist wanted 

several thousand dollars to come up with a new logo.  The big expense was not paying 

this guy, but it would be to replace all the existing logos in building, on signs and on the 

side of city vehicles.   Luckily none of the aldermen liked any of his logos and no money 

was spent.   

 

Let's move ahead six years and look what has appeared on the City's website.  Once 

again the city is in another deficit budget year using reserves, but some politicians along 

with city staffers think now is a good time to change the city logo. 
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Back in 2009 I said the only proper logo for Town and Country would be a deer jumping 

over the hood of a BMW.  The closest photo I could find of that was a moose that 

appears to be jumping over the hood of a Volvo in Sweden. (Actually an illusion, the 

moose is ahead of the Volvo, jumping over a fence.)  

 

  
 

 

LAWSUIT OVER AKIN FAMILY FARM SUBDIVISION AND NEW HOMES DRAGS ON 

THROUGH COURT OF APPEALS:  The development of a half dozen luxury homes on 

the old property of the Akin Family farm and the longtime address of former 

Congressman Todd "legitimate rape" Akin is still on hold as a neighbor across the city 

limits line at 13511 Conway Road in Chesterfield fights the development in Town and 

Country.  

 

William Edward McCurdy, Jr. the retired lawyer and elderly neighbor to the property in 

Pointe Conway subdivision containing some of the largest homes in T&C, lost his claims 

in the Circuit Court and is now appealing the matter to the Missouri Court of Appeals 

that the proposed subdivision took away some of the access and easement rights to his 

property.  

 

When I heard his lawyer and the very hard of hearing McCurdy argue his position 

before the Town and Country Planning and Zoning Commission and the Board of 
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Aldermen he did not seem to have a compelling case or any case at all.  The appeal 

was filed on September 21 and on September 30 a lawyer for the Akin family filed a 

motion to require that McCurdy post an appeal bond.  

 

  
Photo taken on 10/3/15                                                              Photo taken in 2012 

 

   Original Akin estate in 2012  

 

 

DIEHL RESIGNS FROM HIS LATEST LAW FIRM:  Former Speaker of the Missouri 

House and serial sex texter of 19-year-olds John Diehl left Armstrong-Teasdale in 2014 

after it became clear he was the next Speaker of the House.   He joined as a partner the 

firm Husch-Blackwell.  After the sex text scandal and Diehls resignation from the State 

Legislature the Husch-Blackwell. 

 

I have written how Husch-Blackwell had removed most of Diehl's bio information for 

their website.  Now Diehl has been removed altogether as he was pushed out the door 

and formerly resigned on October 1.  I don't think there is a big demand to have 

someone involved in a sex scandal involving a 19-year-old represent you or your 

company.  If you think that Diehl resigned without a big push toward the door I have 

some diesel Volkswagens that pass all the EPA tests to show you.      
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The Double-D Boys, Diehl and Dalton, buddies with ethical conflict of interest tying these guys to the hip.    

 

Diehl has long had interesting conflict of interests with his good pal Town and Country 

Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Snatcher of property and a business of a 78-year-old widow 

for an underfunded nightclub district through eminent domain John Dalton.  As a 

Commissioner of the St. Louis County Board of Elections in 2007 Diehl hired Dalton, an 

elected official, as a lobbyist for the Board of Elections.  

 

Dalton returned the favor when he appointed then Rep. Diehl to the Town and Country 

Architectural Review Board in 2008 and Diehl started getting campaign contributions 

from builders and developers.  

 

I learned from someone connected with the development proposal for the assisted living 

facility on the Wirth Property on Clayton Road that in 2013 that Dalton as mayor and a 

member of the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended to the developers to 

hire Diehl as their lawyer to get things done at the state level.  The source told me that 

all Diehl did for them was to send them monthly bills. The proposal was unanimously 

defeated by the Planning and Zoning Commission in 2013.    

 

MAYBE THE BEST ART SHOW AT LONGVIEW YET:  Plein Air painter Marilynne 

Bradley of Webster Groves recently had a show at the Longview House of watercolor 

paintings she did along the 227 mile KATY Trail.  (For those readers outside of 

Missouri, the KATY Trail is a biking and hiking trail along the former track bed of the 

now defunct KATY (Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad.)  My favorites were not the 
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landscapes, but the the painting of small towns. The exhibit lasted for most of 

September.  Here are a few of the paintings: 

 

 

The Easley Store 

   
Pilot Grove Station                                                    Downtown Rocheport 
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Covered Bridge                                                       Calhoun Elevator  

 

   
Augusta                                                                     Clinton  

                                                                                  

 

Next week we will have some of the Plein Air paintings from the Town and Country Fall 

Festival.  

 

GREEN TEAM COMMISSION CANCELS AGAIN FOR LACK OF A QUORUM:  We 

have been reporting for years that the duties of Green Team Commission need to be 

placed under another commission. Recently we reported how some commission 

members have not attended a meeting in years.  It is hard to get regular residents to 

serve on this commission populated by some of the most left leaning "greenies" in town. 

Of course there are too few left wing greenies living in Town and Country to actually fill 

all the positions on this commission.  The October 5th meeting of the Green Team was 

cancelled due to a lack of a quorum. This is not an unusual event.  

 

 

THE SECOND CAMPAIGN CONSULTANT DIES:  The best campaign ad I ever had 

when I won the race for alderman in 2008 was the "Watchdog" flier.  In 2015 both two 

watchdogs in the flier have died.   
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Tegan, the red and white 12-year-old Welsh Springer in front died in March.  On Sunday 

September 27 Sadie the English Spring Spaniel next to me died.  

 

When Tegan died in March, I wrote all about Sadie too because I knew her time with us 

was limited, so I won't repeat myself. Here are a few of my favorite photos of Sadie.  

 

  
Her favorite spot in the house. 
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Her favorite midday visitor. (He came with treats)      Her favorite spot in the car.  

 
This was in a 44-acre County Park that our house in Maryland abutted.  Depending on the time of the day 

we could be the only people in the park and would normally take the dogs off the leash.  Sadie was a 

"sniffer" and often followed behind us. This was about a year after we adopted her from a rescue group 

and she was 2 1/2 years old.   

 

OFF DUTY PROTECTION DETAILS:  On Thursday October 1 I was driving west on 

Ladue Road from Mason going to a Monarch Fire Protection District meeting.  Several 

cars going eastbound had drivers flashing their headlights at me as if there was a police 

officer running radar ahead.   
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When I reached Hunters farm I saw one Town and Country marked police car inside the 

gates to the property and another across the street.  The Hunters are well known for 

their fundraisers usually for consecutive Republican candidates.  The next day I 

checked with Police Chief Pat Kranz who told me that he had just sent a bill to Mrs. 

Hunter for off-duty police officers providing security on September 24 for a Mitt Romney 

and Sen. Matt Blount fundraiser for Blunt.  On September 28 it was more security for a 

fundraiser for Jeb Bush.   

 

On October 1 the fundraiser was non-partisan.  It was for Ducks Unlimited.  

 

    
   

 

THE BIG PARADE:  Despite cloudy skies and 55 degree temperatures the first ever 

Town and Country Parade appeared to be a big success.  

 

There were some marginal crowds in the middle of the parade route (including where I 

was taking photographs), but there were large crowds at the beginning of the parade, at 

certain subdivisions and a huge crown of hundreds of people at the end of the parade.  

 

12-pages of more than 30 parade photos are posted on the homepage of our website at 

http://johnhoffmann.net 

 

The Hall of Famer count dropped to four when Lou Brock could not make it.  There was 

still Red Schoendienst, Whitey Herzog in the Baseball Hall of Fame, Roger Wherli and 

Jackie Smith in the Football Hall of Fame. The count went back to Five Hall of Famers 

when Frozen Custard King Ted Drewes, of the St. Louis Hall of Fame, was added. 
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POLITICS OF FIRE DISTRICTS:  Originally the West County EMS & Fire Protection 

District was going to have one fire truck and an ambulance in the parade.  Then 

neighboring Monarch Fire Prevention District entered one truck in the parade.  It has 

been rumored that Monarch under a new all pro-taxpayer board of directors might be 

interested bidding on the next fire service contract with Town and Country.  Suddenly 

every piece of equipment that WCEMS&FPD had was in the parade, leaving all three 

fire stations empty of equipment and firefighter/paramedics.  Luckily there was not a 

serious emergency in the southwest corner of the City of Manchester, in Winchester or 

in Twin Oaks. 

 

      
This is the tail end of "all" the WCEMS&FPD equipment in the parade. 
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Here is the one Monarch fire truck in the parade with District President Robin Harris and his grandson in 

the snorkel basket. 

 

The start of the Parade:  

 

   
The Grand Marshal Red Schoendienst and Joey, a leukemia patient from the Make a Wish Foundation 

rode in the Grand Marshal car.  Joey is in between Whitey Herzog and Red at the start of the parade for 

the National Anthem.  

     

I normally never will run photos of politicians in cars at parades unless the photo is 

funny or embarrassing of course. It only encourages them.  With this parade I did make 

an exception. 

 

Town and Country Alderwoman Lynn Wright was in a replica of a 1927 Bugatti. It was in 

my opinion the second coolest car in the parade.  
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Here are two other very cool cars: 

   
 

 And of course there were these cool cars:  

 
 



13 

 

The favorite conservation during the parade went like this with a Dean Plocher (running 

for sex scandal Former Speaker of House John Diehl's seat) volunteer as he stuck a 

flier into my hand and ordered me to vote for Plocher. 

 

Him:  Vote for Dean Plocher! 

 

ME:   I don't vote for anyone who is the Pine Lawn Municipal Judge 

 

HIM:   He is not running for Pine Lawn Judge. 

 

ME:     I don't care what he is running for I still don't vote for anyone who is Pine Lawn  

            Municipal Judge!  

   

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 142 

 
 

October 8, 2015 

 

MORE ABOUT MOVE TO IMPEACH MAYOR:  A special secret meeting the public 

found out about!  Members of the public and I found out about a Special Closed 

Meeting of the Chesterfield City Council. The meeting was set for 2pm on a Saturday 

competing with a Missouri football  game, the Parkway West High School Homecoming 

plus the big Westminster and John Boroughs Football game.  This was a lesson on how 

to hide a meeting from the public.  However, in this case it failed.  

 

HOW TO KEEP THE PUBLIC OUT:   

 

First post the Closed Executive Session Meeting on the bulletin board outside of the 

City Hall, hide it with a number of other notices and hopes no one reads it. 
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On Friday October 2 around noon time a posting went up at the Chesterfield City Hall 

and late the day before it  went up on the city's website giving notice to anyone who 

would read the site at the start of the weekend.  The posting declared there would be a 

Secret Closed Executive Session of the City Council to be held at 2 pm on Saturday.  

The start of secret sessions have to be held in open with a vote to go into closed 

session.  If there is a vote during the secret meeting, the council has to come back into 

open public session and announce the outcome of the vote.   Below is from the city's 

website:  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION (CLOSED MEETING) October 3, 2015 

CITY OF CHESTERFIELD – PUBLIC NOTICE 
EXECUTIVE SESSION (CLOSED MEETING) 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2015 

Notice is hereby provided that the Mayor/City Council and appropriate Staff, for the City of Chesterfield, 
are planning to meet in Executive Session, on Saturday, October 3, 2015, at 2pm, as provided by RSMo 
610.021(1), for the purpose of receiving confidential or privileged communications from/with the City’s 
attorneys.  

  

Michael G. Herring, MPA 

City Administrator 

City of Chesterfield 

 Posted this 1st day of October, 2015 
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KEEP THE DOORS TO CITY HALL LOCKED:  I arrived at the Chesterfield City Hall at 

about 1:45.  I watched as Councilwoman Connie Fults went to the main doors of the 

City Hall and found them locked. She then went to the side door by the police 

department and apparently used her ID card to gain entry.   

 

Next came three citizens including former state senator and current Monarch Fire 

District Director Jane Cunningham.  The front door was still locked.  Apparently 

Councilwoman Fults made no effort to have the city hall doors open.  This group went to 

the side police entrance and found that door locked also. By this time I joined them. 

 

Cunningham rang the bell and after a minute a police clerk came on the intercom asked 

if she could help them.  Jane said they were there to attend the Special City Council 

meeting.   There was a pause and the lady police clerk came back on the intercom 

saying there was nothing on her calendar showing there was a meeting.  Jane replied 

there was and some council members just entered.  

 

DON'T TELL THE POLICE ABOUT THE MEETING   The police clerk came around to 

open the door. Cunningham said more people were coming and asked the clerk if she 

would keep an eye out for them and let them in.  The clerk replied she would not.  Then 

things got a little ugly. Instead of getting into a confrontation with Cunningham, who 

might have been a little above her league, the police clerk should have called in the shift 

supervisor, normally a lieutenant and at the very least a sergeant and dumped it in their 

laps.  But she didn't.  She dug in with "No I won't" in response to Cunningham. 

 

Meanwhile three more people did show up and went to the locked front doors.  Some 

people of the first group let them in.  

 

SURPRISE, SURPRISE, SURPRISE:  When the six residents 

walked into the rear conference room a few mouths dropped open including that of city 

attorney Harry O'Rourke.   Bridget Nations showed up after the arrival of citizens and 

me.  She had quite of look of surprise on her face. 
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 Here are five of the six residents 

who showed up. Left to right are Gary Cunningham, Louise Nation, wife of Mayor Bob 

Nation, Norman Baxter, Republican Committee Chair of the Chesterfield Township, 

former Senator and Fire District Director Jane Cunningham and Ron Cawood, with 

Mayor Bob Nation standing talking to them before the meeting.  

 

Also present representing Bob Nation was attorney Chet Pleban.  Longtime readers of 

this newsletter should be aware that Pleban made the Ellisville City Council look like 

idiots during their ill-fated attempt to impeach Ellisville Mayor Adam Paul, who was 

against giving a Wal Mart development special tax credits that would displace long time 

city residents.  

 

The council members who put on the impeachment wanted to get rid of Mayor Paul just 

days before the April municipal election when a slate of candidates who backed Paul 

was likely to win.  The council had the votes to give the tax breaks to the Wal Mart 

development but when Paul would veto the bill a new Council would not likely vote to 

overturn the veto.  

          
Chet Pleban last Saturday  From 2013 Ellisville Mayor Adam Paul and Pleban on the right and two  

                                           members of the prosecuting and losing team from Curtis, Heinz, Garret,                            

                                           O'Keefe on the right   
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Also present representing the City Council was Kevin O'Keefe.  O'Keefe is a named 

partner of the firm, Curtis, Heinz, Garret and O'Keefe.   This is the law firm that 

represented the former Ellisville City Council in their attempt to impeach Adam Paul. It 

costs the city over $100,000 and Paul is the only one still in office.  It is also the law firm 

that for a long time has represented The City of Ferguson and failed to find numerous 

ethical issues attached to the city judge that the media found after the Michael Brown 

incident.   

    Kevin O'Keefe 

 

Adding Kevin O'Keefe to assist rookie city attorney Harry O'Rourke will cost the 

taxpayers of Chesterfield a small fortune.  Also O'Keefe's law firm record versus Chet 

Pleban is not very good. That means beside costing money it could create political ill will 

for the councilpersons behind the action.    

 

The start of the meeting was delayed five minutes as Ward 3 Councilman Dan Hurt was 

late.  
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Once Hurt arrived mayor Nation called the meeting to order and then handed it over to 

Council president pro tem, Connie Fults, since the council called the last minute 

meeting.  

 Fults 

 

THE PEOPLE WANT TO SPEAK  Before there was a motion to go into Executive 

Session, Jane Cunningham spoke up and asked since the meeting was still in an open 

session was the council going to hear from citizens.  Fults deferred to high priced lawyer 

Kevin O'Keefe who said the council was not required to allow citizen comments.  

 

This was followed by Ward 4 Councilman Bruce DeGroot who seems to not be aligned 

with the group trying to impeach Nation, who spoke up.  DeGroot said he had no 

problem in taking citizen comments.  

 

Ward-3 Councilman Dan Hurt said he had no problem is hearing from citizens either.  

This caused Ward 2 Councilman Elliot Grissom to speak up and say if they were taking 

comments the comments should be no longer than two minutes. It was then pointed out 

by Hurt that the normal time limit rule was three minutes.  

 

SPEAKERS:   

 

Jane Cunningham spoke first.  Jane started out by saying that when she campaigned 

in Chesterfield for the Missouri House, the Missouri Senate and the Monarch Fire Board 

the number one thing she heard from residents were pocketbook issues and to hold the 

taxes and spending down. She continued that Bob Nation as mayor had addressed 

those voter concerns.  

 

"My message to you is not to try and overturn the will of the people that they expressed 

at the ballot box," said Cunningham. 
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Earlier in the week Cunningham had sent out a tweet inferring she might want to get 

involved in Chesterfield city politics.  

 

 

Jane Cunningham (@JCunninghamMO) 

10/3/15, 12:06 AM 

I may need some more challenge. I love Chesterfield & wonder if I can serve on both the Monarch Fire 

Board & City Council.That would b fun. 

Jane Cunningham cannot legally serve on the Monarch Fire Board and the City Council.   

But if she could I would not be surprised to see she her run against Mike Casey in the 

Ward 3 race in April if Casey votes to impeach Bob Nation. 

 

But she is clearly sending a message to all the city councilpersons.  As one of the 

biggest Republican vote getters in West County she would be happy to back someone 

against anyone voting to impeach Bob Nation.  

 

Here are Jane's winning vote totals over the last 13 years in six different elections. 

 

2000  86th District Missouri House of Representatives    100%  unopposed 

2002  86th District Missouri House of Representatives    70% 

2004   86th District Missouri House of Representatives   100% 15,884 votes unopposed   

2006   86th District Missouri House of Representative     56% (her lowest vote total) 

2008   7th District Missouri Senate  61% 

2013   Monarch Fire District Board of Directors  60% 

https://twitter.com/jcunninghammo?refsrc=email&s=11
https://twitter.com/jcunninghammo/status/650174988763328512?refsrc=email&s=11
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Ron Cawood was the next speaker.  

 

"The people worked to elect a mayor.  If there is a move to remove the mayor we expect 

you to do it in our interest and not in the interest of backroom politics." 

 

"Don't embarrass the the citizens of Chesterfield.  I hope this does not turn out like 

Ellisville," said Cawood.  

 

Norman Baxter, Chesterfield Republican Township Committee Man spoke next.   

  

"We talk about limited government.  We listen to people talk about wanting limited 

government. We are fortunate in Chesterfield to have a man as mayor who believes in 

limited government. " 

 

We are very fortunate in Chesterfield that we have not had anything like in Ellisville or 

Wildwood. Before voting about taking any action against the mayor, consider all the 

ramifications of what you do. Consider what you do and if it has an impact on 

Chesterfield," said Baxter.  

 

Immediately after Baxter spoke, Council president Connie Fults spoke up and 

perhaps made a blunder or simply was very honest. 

             

"We are not going to enjoy what we have to do today," said Fults.  

Well, this immediately appears as if the whole meeting is a sham and a majority of the 

council people have decided how they are going to vote.   

 

The fact that Baxter was present and spoke had to have an impact.  This guy is on the 

Republican Township, in an area with the highest number of Republican voters in the 

region. He knows how to get people to run for office, how to get people to vote for 

specific candidates and how to win elections.    

 

Louise Nation, wife of Bob Nation spoke last. She said she knew Mayor Nation longer 

and better than anyone else in the room. She went on to say how hard he has worked 

and how many hours her husband has put in on behalf of Chesterfield and how he has 

always had the city's best interests at heart.  

 

After all the people wanting to speak got their chance the meeting went into closed 

executive session. I was expecting maybe one or two votes against going into executive 

session, but only Dan Hurt paused before voting "Aye."  

 



21 

 

 The council kept their special lawyer, Kevin O'Keefe,  being paid by the residents in the 

room, but kicked out the mayor's special lawyer, who was being paid by the mayor.  

 

I understand that the meeting lasted three hours.  Perhaps the citizen comments and 

who the citizens were had an effect.  There was no vote taken. I understand at one 

point Chet Pleban was allowed back in the room.  

 

The next council meeting was Wednesday October 7.  There was a  hour and 10 minute 

executive session meeting before the regular meeting.  Mayor Nation was kicked out 

meeting for the last 50 minutes.  Apparently no vote was taken or if one was it was not 

announced. 

 

However the taxpayers were paying as the Council's special attorney Kevin O'Keefe 

was present again with an increasing large hourly bill. 

 

      
 

As far as I can tell Mayor Nation blew up and yelled at an employee.  Nation has no 

control over employees and cannot affect their pay or promotions.  While being normally 

low key, Nation has a temper. He called me once saying he was disappointed in me 

over something I wrote, claiming his prosecutor and police chief could not find an arrest 

report from a neighboring police department I wrote about.  I got a copy of the report 

within two weeks and sent it to Nation. He very nicely apologized.   I don't know why 

Nation can't do three mea culpa s have a private meeting with the employee and their 

department head and apologize and have this matter over with before the taxpayers 

shell out $100,000. 

 

But maybe it is worse.  But what I'm hearing whatever happened is not a winnable 

impeachable offense.     
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I think if an apology isn't good enough, simply announce publicly what Mayor Nation is 

alleged to have done, allow the Mayor to make a statement and then let the residents 

decide at the next election for mayor.   

 

FIVE MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL GIVE THE FINGER TO THE RESIDENTS 

OF WARD 1     REPLACING NANCY GREENWOOD MIGHT BE IMPOSSIBLE 

BEFORE APRIL:  Missouri statute allows the mayor with the the approval of the City 

Council to appoint someone to fill the vacant council seat if it is six months before the 

next municipal election.  Mayor Bob Nation was going to follow the law.     

 

Missouri Revised Statutes 

Chapter 77 

Third Class Cities 

August 28, 2015 

 
Vacancies, how filled.  
 

77.450. If a vacancy occurs in any elective office other than the office of mayor, a successor to 

the vacant office shall be selected by appointment by the mayor with the advice and consent of a 

majority of the remaining members of the council. The council may adopt procedures to fill 

vacancies consistent with this section. The successor shall serve until the next available regular 

municipal April election. If a vacancy occurs in any office not elective, the mayor shall appoint a 

suitable person to discharge the duties of the same until the first regular meeting of the council 

thereafter, at which time the vacancy shall be permanently filled.  

(RSMo 1939 § 6894, A.L. 1978 H.B. 971, A.L. 1982 S.B. 526, A.L. 1990 H.B. 986, A.L. 1991 

S.B. 34, A.L. 1999 S.B. 214, A.L. 2001 H.B. 491)  

Prior revisions: 1929 § 6748; 1919 § 8235; 1909 § 9172  

In the agenda meeting Mayor Bob Nation announced that Ward 1 Councilman Barry 

Flachsbart nominated to him and the nominee was strongly supported by the late Nancy 

Greenwood's husband Steve. He then announced he was nominating Barb McGinnis 

who for ten years was the chairwoman of the City's Planning and Zoning Commission 

and had been very active with the River Bend Subdivision. 

 

McGinnis was involved on committees in the 1980s that formed the City of Chesterfield.  
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Mayor Nation said he interviewed several other people, but agreed with Flachsbart and 

thought McGinnis was the best to serve for 5 months and three weeks before the April 

election.  

 

   McGinnis at a December Planning and Public Works Committee 

meeting over the closure of River Valley Road.   

 

Councilwoman Connie Fults, perhaps the loudest of the haters of Mayor Nation 

immediately spoke up.  

 

"For something this important I would have liked to know in advance and know who else 

was considered," said Fults. 

 

This is somewhat comical since Fults should be well aware of McGinnis qualifications 

for a temporary five month position.  

 

    Mayor Nation staring at Connie Fults as she 

complains about his announcement of a person to fill Nancy Greenwood's seat for five 

months.  
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In the regular meeting Mayor Nation announced the nomination and Barry Flachsbart 

immediately moved it be approved.  Dan Hurt seconded the nomination.  

 

Councilman Elliot Grissom then moved to table the nomination. That was immediately 

seconded by Bruce DeGroot.    

 

The vote was 5-to-2 to table the nomination with Hurt and Flachsbart voting against it.    

This was sad as Barb McGinnis along with a grandchild were in the audience.  She was 

thrown under the bus through no fault of her own.  By tabling the nomination it cannot 

be brought back for a vote unless someone who voted for tabling the nomination brings 

it back for a vote.  

 

Mayor Nation asked for a motion from one of the people voting to table the nomination 

to reconsider and vote to merely continue the nomination meaning it would be on the 

agenda at the next meeting. No one would make that motion.  

 

 
Fults                    Degroot                         Hurt                                     Casey 

 

"I think the residents of Ward 1 deserve full representation. Mrs. McGinnis is well known 

by everyone.  We have successfully said Ward 1 cannot be represented for at least 

another month and maybe longer," said Dan Hurt of Ward 3.  

 

DeGroot then said that he never thought at McGinnis was not the most qualified person.  

That he just wanted to see her resume.  This is a somewhat of a bullshit statement 

since McGinnis had emailed him a week earlier about the nomination and DeGroot 

could have made inquiries at that time.  

 

DeGroot also commented in the agenda meeting that he could not pick McGinnis out of 

a line up.  That is pretty odd since she was the spokesperson for the River Bend 

subdivision at several committee meetings that I attended where DeGroot was in 

attendance.  

           

Mayor Nation then spoke about his displeasure on the action of the council. 
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"It appears to me the majority of this council is not interested in filling the vacancy now 

and possibly ever, " said Nation.  

 

Fults immediately took exception with Nation and yelled, "I object to your 

characterization."  

 

DeGroot yelled that he agreed with her. This caused an angry Barry Flachsbart to speak 

up.  

 

     
 

"The mayor is absolutely right!  The council does not want the residents of Ward 1 to be 

represented." 

 

After the meeting Flachsbart asked me to ask the five councilperson to say why they 

voted against McGinnis. 

 

"I ready know," I told Flachsbart.  "Her name came past the lips of Mayor Nation.  That 

is why they voted to table the nomination."   

 
Elliot Grissom and Bridget Nations did not back Mayor Nation in the 2003 election. As representativesof 

Ward 2 they appear to be allowing their dislike or hatred of Mayor Nation to keep Ward 1 residents from 

being represented.    
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RIVER VALLEY ROAD CLOSURE GETTING CLOSER: I posted an article from the 

Post-Dispatch (below) last week how the Maryland Heights City Council  approved 

residential, multi-family and retail rezoning of the flood plain below Chesterfield's River 

Bend subdivision.  This will likely speed up the closing of River Valley Drive which has 

been approved by the City Council for several months.   

Farms at Maryland Park wins zoning approval 

    jwh 

October 02, 2015 11:54 am  •  Special to the Post-Dispatch 

MARYLAND HEIGHTS • The City Council approved zoning Thursday night for the largest 

development in the city in a decade, and one of the largest in its history. 

McBride & Son Homes plans 390 single-family units, 79 row houses and 320 units in multi-

family buildings on 219 acres. The Farms at Maryland Park project will include almost 150,000 

square feet of commercial and office space, and other uses. 

The site is in the southwest corner of the city, west across the Maryland Heights Expressway 

from Creve Coeur Park and east of the Missouri River. The city's Planning and Zoning 

Commission approved the project after a year's study and consideration. The site includes the 

abandoned Arrowhead Airport. 

http://www.stltoday.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=Special%20to%20the%20Post-Dispatch
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Home prices would start in the mid-$100,000s and go as high as $600,000. Development is to 

start in 2016, with construction taking about four years, a spokesman said. 

Chesterfield, to the southwest, has not determined if it will proceed with plans to restrict traffic 

on River Valley Drive in response to the Farms project. Officials said in July they were 

considering the move, but no decision will be made until late this year, a spokesman said Friday. 

 

CHESTERFIELD CITY PROSECUTOR AND CREVE COEUR JUDGE IS DEFENSE 

ATTORNEY FOR CHESTERFIELD RESIDENT IN DRUG CASE:  Timothy Engelmeyer  

is supposed to be meting out justice in Chesterfield as city prosecutor and in Creve 

Coeur as city judge.   

 

But he has also found time to represent a Chesterfield resident in a drug dealing case in 

St. Louis County and represented the same person in a DWI case in St. Charles.  

 

Timothy Engelmeyer is representing 22-year-old Alyson Edwards of 18257 Wildhorse 

Creek Road in Chesterfield.  Edwards was arrested by the St. Louis County Police on 

July 14, 2015 for Felony Attempt to Manufacture or Deliver for Distribution a Controlled 

Substance (other than marijuana).  She was formally charged on charged on 

September 24, 2015, arrested on September 25 being held on a $50,000 bond.  

 

Engelmeyer, the person charged with keeping the citizens safe in Chesterfield and 

Creve Coeur filed his appearance to represent her on September 28. 

 

Engelmeyer also represented Edwards in a DWI matter in St. Charles in 2012 when she 

was 19.  He appealed her license revocation with the State of Missouri for refusing to 

take a breath test.  He lost the appeal.  

It sure seems like Engelmeyer is with one hand taking money from the citizens of 

Chesterfield to keep them safe from criminals and with the other hand taking money 

from the criminals who live in Chesterfield to get them off.  

      
  Alyson Edwards                    Tim Engelmeyer   
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Edwards was also hit with a $10, 973 judgment from Spring Hill College, a Catholic 

College in Mobile Alabama.  The judgment was entered against Edwards on February 

23, 2015.  

 

Edwards co-defendant is John Dover Strain, 23, of 16615 Overlook Drive in Ballwin. 

Strain has been busy.  Here is his arrest record:  

 

04/28/15   2 Counts Felony Distribute Control Substance    St. Louis County PD 

04/28/15   2 Counts  Felony Possession of Controlled Substance St. Louis CO PD 

07/14/15   Felony Distribute Controlled Substance  St. Louis County PD 

08/10/15   Felony Theft of a Credit Card    St. Louis County PD 

08/10/15    Felony Stealing Over $500  St. Louis County PD 

08/10/15    Misdemeanor Fraudulent Use of Credit Card  St. Louis County PD 

 

 John D. Strain of Ballwin 

 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE WILL ORDER CHEVROLET IMPALAS EARLY IN THE 

LAST MODEL YEAR OF THE CAR:  Chevrolet is phasing out its Impala line of cars.  

2016 is the last model year for the cars.  

 

 
 

The Chesterfield Police Department Command staff likes the Impala and did not switch 

over to the Dodge Chargers after the Ford Crown Vic was discontinued.  To ensure that 

they keep the police fleet intact with Impalas as long as possible the police department 
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got permission from the Police Committee to order 10 replacement Impalas in 2015 and 

not at the start of 2016.  There was a fear there would not be any available if they 

waited. 

 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE WILL BE ON I-64 MORE DUE TO MODot GRANT:  The 

Chesterfield Police do not set up radar enforcement on I-64.  They do patrol the 

highway and while on patrol if they see a violation they will make a traffic-stop and issue 

a citation or make an arrest.   

 

In 2016 the Chesterfield Police will be on I-64 a little more often.  The Missouri 

Department of Transportation has awarded a $16,000 grant to Chesterfield to pay 

overtime for officers to be in construction zones for security and enforcement work while 

the work continues to add one more lane along I-64 to the Missouri River Bridge.   

 

 

SIGNS OF THE TIME: The first one I observed at Wal Mart in Manchester recently. The 

Price Rollback sign proclaims the prior price for some Frito Lay brand chips was $3.98 

and the new Rollback price is $3.98.  

 

 
 

The other sign was outside of the Longview Farmhouse in Longview Park. The sign was 

up for about 10 days before anyone on the Park Department staff noticed there was no 

date on the sign.  It was added four days before the October 3 event.   
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FOOD:  TIME TO SAY GOODBYE:  We are about two weeks late on both of these 

closings.   

 

Casa del Mar:  A Mexican restaurant at the north end of the Galleria Mall closed.  As a 

side note of great historical importance, our trivia team, Quatros Stupidos was the last 

trivia team to win in the Thursday night contest at Casa del Mar. On a sad note the $25 

gift card for free food and drinks from our victory is still in my glove box. Casa del Mar 

was owned by the same people who own the Canyon Café in Plaza Frontenac, 

 

 
 

Lancia Yogurt  I'm also about two weeks late on the Lancia Yogurt Shop closing in the 
Wildwood Plaza on the south side of Clayton Road east of Baxter Road in Chesterfield.  
Lancia was a self serve shop where you fill up a cup or cone and add toppings and the 
pay by the weight.  The new Menchies in the Town and Country Crossing is a similar 
style shop.  
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IMPORTANT TV ANNIVERSARIES:   October 3 is an important date on the TV 

schedules for us baby boomers and our parents.  Here are four iconic American TV 

shows that premiered on October 3: 

 

1955:  Captain Kangaroo  CBS Weekday mornings 1955-1984 with reruns to 1993. 

The show starred  Bob Keeshan as the Captain and Hugh Brannum as Mr. Green 

Jeans. 
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MICKEY MOUSE CLUB  ABC  Weekday afternoons 1955-1959 with cartoons and 

drama for kids like Spin and Marty and the Hardy Boys.  

 
1960  THE ANDY GRIFFITH SHOW:  CBS 1960-1968  The show that continues run 

around the world was originally a spin off from a Danny Thomas Show episode in 

February of 1960, where Thomas is arrested in Mayberry for a traffic violation. It began 

as it's own series on October 3, 1960.  IN its last year on the air it was the Number 1 

rated show on television.  

 

   
 

1961 The Dick Van Dyke Show  CBS  1961-1966  This show is funny 54 years after if 

first went on the air.  I read the autobiography of Dick Van Dyke this summer and he 

credits producer and head writer Carl Reiner with the success of the show after 

assembling such a great cast. 
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Van Dyke wrote that Reiner would not let any topical political references to be in scripts 

which would have dated the show.  Reiner killed the show after five years fearful that his 

writing team could not continue to create scripts at the same high level after five years. 

 

The highest the show finished in the ratings was 6th place in 1965.  The show, cast and 

crew won 15 Emmys over five seasons.  Dick Van Dyke and Mary Tyler Moore won 

Emmys as Best Actor and Actress in a Comedy Series in 1964 and 1966.  Rose Marie 

was nominated for best supporting actress in a comedy four times but never won.  In 

four of five years on the air the show's writers won Emmys for Best Writing of a Comedy 

or Variety Show.   

  

 

  
 

 

 

MUSIC: Back to Sasha's.  The Dancing Drunk:  On Wednesday September 23 there 

was not a big turnout of sit in musicians to play jazz with Jim Manley and Chris Swan.  

There was a drummer and trumpet player Bryan Foote.  Then there was an added 

attraction. 
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  Jim Manley on the red plastic cornet and 

Bryan Foote o n trumpet.  

 

The added attraction was a highly intoxicated woman, who claimed to be visiting from 

California.  In defense of Sasha's staff, she arrived loaded and was not served any 

drinks.  She was constantly asking the musicians to play some "hip hop" or Bill Joel 

songs she could dance to.  That did not happen.  She would on occasion dance by 

herself and once with the somewhat sober woman who apparently brought her. The 

musicians tried to be pleasant in refusing her requests for hip-hop, but finally at the end 

of the night as they were getting ready to leave she began to loudly complain about 

them not playing what she wanted and she was finally told where she could put her hip-

hop.  

    The woman in blue was the drunk hip-hop dancer. 

A week later at Sasha's:  The big close featured five players, including Dan Smith on 

trumpet, who is often on national touring companies and a regular in house bands at the 

Fox, plus Joe Bayer on the sax.  The big finish was six minutes of the upbeat and fun 

Sonny Rollins jazz standard from 1956 "St. Thomas." 
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PARADE MUSIC:  The T&C Parade Committee (not officially appointed by the mayor or 

city council) could not find a high school marching band for the Town and Country 

Parade.  I was technically an observer of their meetings but made a couple 

recommendations.  So here are some photos of music at the parade: 

 

 
This is Jim Manley and Larry Johnson and Charlie B Group, knocking out loud-fun Rat Pack style songs. 
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This is Whack-a-Doo with our buddy Valerie Tichacek on the accordion and vocals. 

 

 
Town and Country Symphony brass quintet playing the Football Cardinals kickoff theme from Mozart's 

Eine kleine Nachtmusik.  They sounded great, but it was too bad they weren't near where some of the 

Cardinal Football players were in the parade. 

 There was also a group on a trailer from Principia.        
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CARTOONS 

 

 
 

 

   
 

 



38 

 

  
 

 


