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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 202 AND CHESTERFIELD 147  

          
By John Hoffmann 

 

November 7, 2015 

 

 

ONLY ONE TOUGH QUESTION ON PUBLIC HEARING FOR MAYOR'S ASSISTED 

LIVING FACILITY:  Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Walking Conflict of Interest Jon Dalton 

stated that he is a partner in a law firm with over 200 lawyers and on occasion there is a 

conflict of interest involving a lawyer and something in Town and Country.  He 

continued that because of that he had filed a letter of recusal on the proposed 

Stonecrest Assisted Living facility planned to be built behind the Schunck's Supermarket 

on Woods Mill Road.  

 

It was a little unsettling that Dalton failed to mention that he was the reason for a conflict 

of interest. That on May 1 he filed papers with the Missouri Division of Health and 

Senior Services as the representative of this project when he had been mayor in Town 

and Country for 10 years. The St. Louis Business Journal outted Dalton within a couple 

of days. Either he had a severe head injury affecting his memory or he put billable hours 

ahead of ethics.     

 

Dalton has represented this developer with assisted living facilities all over the region 

including one in nearby Ballwin and proposed ones in Creve Coeur and Richmond 

Heights.  His group is suing the City of Frontenac after alderpersons approve an 

assisted living facility at Clayton Road and Spoede.       

 

 
The plan for a 95 bed facility for Town and Country with 50 parking spaces was being 

crammed on a 3.027 acre lot.  
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 Dalton with coffee in hand walking away from the dias as the Public 

Hearing begins on his assisted living faciility.  

 

"Is there any building this size in Town and County on a lot less than than four acres," 

Alderwoman Tiffany Frautschi asked Services Director Craig Wilde.  

 

"No" was the answer to the only tough question about this project.  

 
Tiffany Frautschi on the left, Jon Benigas Aldermanic President sitting in for Mayor Dalton and Amy 

Anderson right.  

 

The saddest thing from my perspective was that for several people in the last 18 months 

to two years of their life, the view from their room will be the loading dock of the 

Schnuck's Supermarket. This ill conceived project will be voted on at the November 9 

meeting.  

 

TOWN SQUARE/WIRTH PROPERTY DISCUSSION DOESN'T GET INTERESTING 

UNTIL THE END. For decades I was aware that government's principle duty was to look 

out for the Health, Safety and Welfare of the citizens. It is interesting to see that Town 

and Country's Skip Mange and his Town Square Task Force have altered that duty.  
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Yes apparently it is now also the job of government to make sure everyone is HAPPY! 

  
Blue Bird of Happiness                                                Mange Bird of Happiness unless you are Tim Horton.  

 

After the last Town and Country Board of Aldermen meeting the alderpersons met for a 

work session on the Town Square-Wirth Property.  For the fourth time they were shown 

the plan the Town Square Task Force liked the most. The plan included room for two 

restaurants.  

 

 
 

There was some tension as several alderpersons were not too happy about takig the 

"high cost road" on this project created by Mayor Jon Dalton, who basically bought the 

8.8 acres and then got board approval in 2014. 
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Here are some of the highlights from the meeting: 

 

ANOTHER VOTE FOR UNSUCCESSFUL RESTAURNATS  

 

Fred Meyland-Smith joined Skip "Vacant Lot" Mange in stating that any restaurant 

that went in at the site could not be too successful. If you remember at a meeting of the 

Conservation Commission Mange told members he did not want a restaurant that would 

draw people from all over West County.  Mange also voted against the family style Tim 

Horton's restaurant from going in at Ballas and Clayton Roads prefering a vacant lot.  

Now it is Meyland-Smith against profittable restaurants.  Mayland-Smith also voted 

against Horton's. 

 

"Think about the two restaurants at Clayton Road and Henry Road. I challenge you to 

find a parking space between 5pm and 7:30," said Meyland-Smith. (Fred is apparently  

completely unaware that it was not the two restaurants causing the lack of parking, it is 

just the Circle 7 Ranch with beer taps at the tables that draws the crowd. Mia Sorella is 

not filling every parking space in the shopping center.)  

 

"We don't need restaurants that would create parking problems like that," said Fred.       

 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY 

 

Alderwoman Linda Rallo who likes "pretty things" and has voted in the past to spend tax 

dollars on beuatification grants to millionaries and other unnecessary but "pretty" 

expenditures did an about face.  Here is Linda questioning architect Larry Mitchell 

whose firm had the winning design for the property.  

 

Rallo:  Were you told to make this a park or did you inturpert that? 

 

Mitchell: We were trying to use walking trials which is going toward a park look.  

 

Rallo:  Were you told how much money it would cost? 

 

Mitchell:  There was no mention of money at anytime. 

 

Then Tiffany Frautschi jumped in with this question to Mitchell.  

 

 Frautschi:  Could you just give us an idea have much it might cost? (to develop the 

land to the firm's plan.) 
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Before Mitchell could answer this happened: 

 

Skip Manage:  That is an unfair question! (Frauthschi did not press for an answer, 

apparently Mange is the same as a judge and can rule against other alderperson's 

question.)  

 

SATURADAY IN THE PARK, I THINK IT WAS THE FOURTH OF JULY 

 

Next Alderman Jon Benigas contnued his questions of, "How did this end up as a 

park?" Amy Anderson who is a big supportor of the proposed "Park like setting" since it 

is next to her small subdivision attempted to go after Benigas. 

 

Benigas:  We have a major hurdle.  When we purchased the property we said it wasn't 

going to be a park.  We told the public it wasn't going to be a park.  Now we clearly have 

a park. 

 

Frautschi:  I have residents concerned about spending money on this and not other 

things. There is support for trails (sidewalks) on Topping and Conway Roads over 

having this as a park. 

 

Anderson:  I don't think this whole piece of property as being a park.  I don't remember 

it was not going to be a park. 

 

Rallo:   I do remember it.  We were told we were purchasing this property so we could 

control what it was going to be.  

 

If you develop something you have to have a budget.  What is the function of the Board 

of Aldermen?  Are we developers?  

       

 

THE PEOPLE SPEAK ART: 

 

Here is one newsletter reader's response to the Art Commission overiding sculptor 

Harry Weber's decision to have a Corgi breed as the dog in his $139,000 Horse and 

Dog sculpture. The Arts Commission want a Golden Retriever, German Shepherd or 

Lab.  
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John 

Regarding the horse sculpture that is still being discussed....I find it baffling that no one has suggested 

that the dog needs to be an Australian Shepherd. I am not saying this because that is the breed of dog I 

own. 

It is because the Aussie breed is used for herding farm animals and are used in many, many farms in 

Missouri. Not to mention there are several Aussie owners that walk their dogs daily at Longview Farm 

Park.  

 

The German shepherd and corgi make no sense at all. 

 

So there it is. My two cents. 

 

Thanks! 

     

Remember that at one time Weber suggested if someone gave a big enough donation 

toward the sculpture he would make the dog their family pet.  

 

SIX MONTHS AND COUNTING:  I'm amazed that Town and Country has to have a 

professional photograher take a photo of the Board of Alderman.  There are police 

officers caple of photographing crime scenes, fatal car wrecks, but not nine people 

standing still.   

 

The photogrpaher was at the October 26 Board of Aldermen Meeting.  The sooner they 

get the photo of Tim Welby down off the website and a group photo including his 

replacement Tiffany Frautschi up the better it will be.  Although I think Frautschi has 

turned into a politician worrying about making a few people mad at her by taking a 

stand, she has done more in six months than Welby did in his six years as an alderman. 

Also she never forced her kids to wear T-shirts that said "MY MOM IS AN ALDERMAN" 

like the one Welby forced on his daughters that said "MY DAD IS AN ALDERMAN."   
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For six months Welby the big Phony-Baloney Alderman (second from right) remained on the city's 

website instead of a photo that included Tiffany Frautschi.  

 

I'M WORRIED ABOUT THE WESTMINISTER CHRISTAIN ACADEMY LAWSUIT  It is 

not the facts in the case, but the steadily declining appearance of the City Attorney 

Steve Garrett gives me pause for concern.  Take a look! 

   
2012                                                                  2014                                    2015 

      

2015             It looks like Garrett maybe going for the Ted Kaczynski look 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY BUSINESS WATCH:  Things are apparenlty so good in the 

Lamp and Lantern Shopping Center that one business to moving out headed to much 

lower income and the cheaper rents of Valley Park.  

 

Fabrics and Books is moving from 262 Lamp and Lantern Village to 932 H Meramec 

Station Road in Valley Park.  

 

RECENT BURLARIES IN TOWN AND COUNTRY  Here is a release to the public by 

the Town and Country Police concerning a rash of rcent home burglaries, including 

suspects despritions and a suspect vehicle.  

Since mid-October to as recently as November 3rd Town and Country Police have 
responded to four reported burglaries. Surrounding agencies have also seen an 
increase in reported burglaries. Of the four which occurred in Town and Country, 
one was located near Clayton Road and Bopp; two were on Kirken Knoll and the 
fourth, and most recent, was on Stifel Woods Drive. 

The point of entry of the all burglaries was made by kicking open a rear door or 
breaking a rear window. As with most burglaries the suspects headed for the 
master bedroom and ransacked it for jewelry or cash. 

A witness from the burglary on Stifel Woods Drive reported seeing two Hispanic 
males exiting the home carrying bags and get into a gray Toyota Sienna van 
driven by a Hispanic female. The van sped off and left the area but not before the 
witness took a photo of the van with his cell phone. It is unknown if the gray 
Toyota Sienna van and the Hispanic suspects are connected to the other 
burglaries. 
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 UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 147 

 
November 8, 2015 

 

CHESTERFIELD HAS TWO DIFFERENT ANSWERS TO RECORDS 

REQUESTS, DEPENDING ON WHO IS ASKING:  You might think a record is 

a record and a local government would report the the same information regardless who 

asks for it.  Well, if you are dealing with the City of Chesterfield under City Administrator 

Mike Herring you would be wrong.  

    
The two faces of Harry O'Rourke and the City of Chesterfield 

 

Here is a Missouri Sunshine Request I made and the answer I received.  

 

 From: John Hoffmann [mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net]  

Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 11:49 AM 

To: Harry O'Rourke; 'Vickie Hass' 

Subject: RE: Missouri Sunshine Law Open Records request 

 

October 14, 2015 

 

TO:   Vickie Hass, City Clerk 

          Harold O'Rourke, City Attorney  

          City of Chesterfield 

 

RE:   Missouri Sunshine Law Request 

mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net
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This request under the Missouri Sunshine Law Open Meetings and Records Law: 

 

Since votes in closed sessions of government bodies must be made public this is 

a request for the vote taken by the City Council to hire attorney Kevin O'Keefe, 

the date the vote was taken, who nominated and second the motion to hire Mr. 

O'Keefe and the actual vote count by Councilperson if a roll call vote was taken. 

    

 

John Hoffmann 

13309 Manor Hill Road 

St. Louis, MO 63131 

 

The answer: 
From: Harry O'Rourke [mailto:horourke@smhhlaw.com]  

Sent: Monday, October 19, 2015 4:42 PM 

To: John Hoffmann 

Cc: 'Vickie Hass'; Michael Herring 

Subject: RE: Missouri Sunshine Law Open Records request 

 

Dear Mr. Hoffmann, 
 

In response to your sunshine request below, there are no open records responsive to your request 

under the sunshine law. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 

Harold V. O’Rourke 

HAROLD V. O'ROURKE 
Attorney at Law 

 

Former State Senator and Chesterfield resident Jane Cunningham asked 

the same question and got quite a different answer.  

Here is the very different answer Jane Cunningham got: 

 
On Tue, Nov 3, 2015 at 1:48 PM, Harry O'Rourke <horourke@smhhlaw.com> wrote: 

Dear Ms. Cunningham: 

Councilmember Casey asked me to respond to your request for information (below). 

mailto:horourke@smhhlaw.com
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On July 7, 2015 a vote of Council was taken to authorize hiring of outside counsel with a cap of 

$10,000.00. That vote passed by 7-1, with Councilmember Flachsbart voting no. 

On September 9, 2015 – a vote was taken by the City Council to authorize an additional $7,000.00 for 

Mr. O’Keefe’s fees – for  a total of $17,000.00. The vote on that motion was 7-0, with Councilmember 

Greenwood not in attendance. 

Very truly yours, 

  

HAROLD V. O'ROURKE 
Attorney at Law 

 

 

THE NATION CENSURE:  I'm writing this before the Censure Hearing.  I have to admit 

that Mayor Bob Nation does not show a lot of class when he lets his temper get the best 

of him and lets loose with swear words, wheather at City Hall or at a meeting of mayors  

or at a gas pump being used by the County COO.   

 

However, I believe the hiring of a special lawyer, then refusing to answer to Missouri 

Sunshine Records requests on such reasonable questions as 1) How much is special 

counsel Kevin O'Keefe being paid and 2) what was the vote taken to hire him, shows 

that this whole exercise is a political witch hunt. It is led by a City Council members who 

did not like Nation from the day he filed to run for mayor and they disliked him even 

more when he won.  

 

Many politicians swear when people are attacking them or their positions.  It is not 

unusual. Unprofessional perhaps but not an oddity among Type-A individuals.   

 

A number of councilpersons who were upset with Nation could have signed a letter to 

Nation saying they did not approve of when he swears, that it is unprofessional and not 

in the best interests of Chesterfield.  They could then release the letter to the media and 

the public. They could have done all this without hiring a Special Attorney and costing 

the residents tens of thousands of dollars. It wouild have accomplished the same thing 

as this Censure. 

 

This position of mine has caused some people to write me and say how they will not 

read this newsletter again or if they were on our early subscripion list have asked to be 

taken off.  However our website hits in recent weeks are up 33-percent.  There are 

between 900 and 1,000 people a week that read this newsletter. 
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The thing about the newsletter, is that it is NEWS and COMMENTS. The reason I have 

continued to write this is that while I was a columnist with AOL's Patch coverning 

Chesterfield certain elected offiicials and high ranking staffers tried to get me removed.  

They were unsuccesful, but economics won out when AOL fired all their part time 

freelance writers and columnists and a year later went out of business after losing 

$100,000,000 not one year, but twice on the Patch sites costing AOL stockholders 

profittable years.  

 

There are some Chesterfield elected officials who want to get rid of me when I wrote for 

Patch who are now calling me "just a blogger." 

 

That could not be further from the truth.  I go to meetings, I obtain records, interview 

people, do research and report, just like I did when I covered the Justice Department 

and Congress in Washington, DC for seveal magazines. 

 

When I wrote a column for AOL's Patch there were two of us assigned to the 

Chesterfield edition. Jean Whitney the fulltime editor and me.  It was a website that did 

not make any money and in fact lost a lot of money. Back then I was considered a 

journalist.  

 

Today, instead of two people, it is just one. I write for a website, that doesn't make 

money. Nothing has changed except there is one less person. But suddenly to some 

elected Chesterfield officials I'm just some "blogger."    

 

And now on to the main Chesterfield story for this week.   

 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING EXCEPT SOME CUSSING PLUS $17,000 TO A 

LAWYER   Let's go right to the lead and report that on Wednesday night the 

Chesterfield City Council voted 7-0 to Censure Mayor Bob Nation for swearing in front 

of the Assistant City Administrator about the City Administrator.  However getting to that 

vote was interesting and proved how the city council allowed this to get blown out of 

proportion costing the city at least $17,000 in unnecessary legal bills, not to mention an 

attempt to hide facts. 

 

The Council chambers were crowded with 75-percent of the people supporting Mayor 

Nation and a minority opposed to Nation.  There was clapping and booing on both 

sides. 

 

There was also a large media presence with all the TV stations, KMOX Radio, a Post-

Dispatch reporter and Jim Erikson of West Magazine all present.  
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The hearing opened with Kevin O'Keefe, a senior partner with the law firm of Curtis, 

Heinz, Garrett and O'Keefe, presenting the case against Mayor Bob Nation. The case 

was based on O'Keefe's investigation and report.  There would be no witnesses, no 

sworn testimony and no one would be there for the mayor's attorney to question. 

 

"I did not look at the audience, but I hope there are no kids here," said O'Keefe.  At that 

time Councilman Bruce DeGroot moved to stipulate to the statements made by Bob 

Nation. His motion was seconded by Barry Flachsbart.  This was agreed to by Nation's 

legal team.    

 

  Kevin O'Keefe  

 

 

Despite the "No Witness and No Evidence Rule" O'Keefe said Mayor Nation was 

entitled to "Due Process" which opened up a super highway to the proof there was NO 

DUE PROCESS for Nation by his attorney Chet Pleban.  
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But before the "HEARING" where councilpersons decided to hear as little as possible it 

was clear that due process was not in play simply by the City Council's refusal to 

provide Pleban basic information.  

 

Here are copies of letters from Pleban to City Attorney Harry O'Rourke and from 

O'Rourke back to Pleban. 
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THE RESPONSE FROM O'ROURKE ADMITS THERE IS NO CONTRACT OR 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF CHESTERFIELD AND KEVIN O'KEEFE AND 

HIS LAW FIRM.  No contract and no agreement on billing is a very unusual way to run 

a government. 
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18 

 

 
 

This letter was followed up by a second letter dated the same day from O'Rourke 

to Pleban.  This letter laid out the rules for the "Hearing" which turned it into anything 

but a hearing to determine fact.  It would be a hearing of hearsay against Bob Nation 

with no posibility to provide a defense.  
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Here is the return letter from Chet Pleban to O'Rourke and it lays out many of the 

injustices forced on Mayor Nation by the City Council and the lack of transparcy 

concerning public information being hidden by the city. If you have just skimmed 

the letters, this is the one to spend time reading. Go to Part 2 to finish this 

newsletter.  
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22 

 

 

 
 

 



23 

 

 



24 

 

 
 

 

 

 



25 

 

THE DEFENSE WITHIN THE LIMITS PROVIDED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:  Chet 

Pleban pointed out that Bob Nation being an elected official does not come under the  

the city's personal manual or rules of conduct, neither do any council members, the 

prosecutor or judge.    

 

    
 

Since there clearly was no regulation that Nation violated, Pleban pointed out that he 

suggested in July that the Council needed to pass a change to the personnel rules 

putting elected officials, the judge and prosecutor under the same rules as employees.   

 

Of course if the City Council did this it would have admitted that Nation was not in 

violation of any rules on July 1.   

 

Pleban stated that once he showed the Council that there was no sexual discrimination 

or harassment and that Nation's swearing was about a white male who was not a 

protected class, that the City Council dropped any any sexual or gender discrimination 

or harassment claim in early September.  

 

Pleban also pointed out that there was no grounds for a lawsuit by a city employee over 

what Bob Nation said on July 1.     

 

"I'm so confident there is no basis for a lawsuit by a city employee that my law firm will 

represent you (the City) for free and not 20,000 BUCKS if you are sued," said Pleban.  

 

Pleban also brought out the fact that Nation is only charged with swearing on July 1 but 

the O'Keefe report talks about an area mayors' meeting and an encounter with the 

County COO at a gas pump and the report was given to the media with that information 

that is not before the Council now.  
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"Mr. O'Keefe concedes Mr. Nation has the right to due process.  Mayor Nation and I 

cannot call witnesses or put anyone under oath.  Those are absolute rights of due 

process," said Pleban.  

 

He then attacked the claim that Mayor Nation wanting to see City Administrator's 

schedule was harassment to the employee who would not show it to him.  

 

"What is unauthorized about asking to see the calendar of a city employee who works 

for the mayor," asked Pleban.   

 

"If we charge people with harassment because an employee feels uncomfortable in the 

work place, lawyers like Mr. O'Keefe would never leave city hall." 

 

"I can't offer any evidence of the city administrator's behavior toward the mayor.  Is that 

due process?"  I can't offer any evidence of the council actions toward the mayor.  I 

cannot get an unredacted copy of the allegations. Not in a country where I live is this 

due process," said Pleban.      

 

At this point City Attorney O'Rourke interrupted Pleban saying he is not following the 

rules by bringing up other issues. 

 

 
This was followed by Bruce DeGroot telling Pleban, "What you are doing is testifying." 

That stupid remark just opened the door for Pleban to go another five minutes instead of 

ending.  

 

"The denial of my ability to question the hearsay statements brought in here is 

embarrassing.  What is this other than to embarrass Bob Nation and his family? That is 
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what you have done.  I'm trying to defend him to the best of my ability but you have 

made it very hard to do." 

 

Councilwoman Bridget Nations, wife of former Mayor John Nations then interrupted 

Pleban. This was interesting because earlier Bridget was the only person on the dais 

trying her best not to seem the least bit interested in what Pleban was saying. Pleban 

was ready to respond. 

 

  
 

"You wanted to go with a set of charges that included sexual harassment and that did 

not work so you found something else," said Pleban.  

 

 When Chet was done it was clear if this was in a court of law all charges would have 

been dropped against Bob Nation.  But it was not.  It was in front of a City Council that 

did not care about giving someone actual due process to challenge a charge. 

 

Bob Nation was allowed to make a statement.  

 

Here is what he read: 
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Comments by the Council:   Only three members of the City Council spoke. 

Amazingly Dan Hurt, who usually will not shut up did not say a word. Senior Councilman 

Barry Flachsbart spoke first.  
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"I'm do not want Mayor Nation to resign.  He is a fiscal conservative. He has done more 

than any other mayor, myself included when I was the interim mayor to try and do 

something the unfair tax distribution.  But, I believe that we as the Council must express 

our displeasue about what he did," said Flachsbart.  

 

"I'm also a fan of the mayor.  I'm also going to vote for censure.  The mayor should have 

come to us and avoided an investigation. I look forward to with you (looking at Bob 

Nation) and putting this behind us," said DeGroot.  

      

  
 

 

Connie Fults, the president pro tem of the Council,who was running the show got the 

last words prior to the vote.  She said Nation had a chance at five meetings to offer a 

"heartfelt" apology.  
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Nation admitted what he said.  He apoligized to the employee Libbey Malberg-Tucker, 

and I have heard him say he is sorry more than once. But the problem maybe that  

Connie's definition of "heartfelt" is different from and average person.    

 

It was clear that some members of the City Council were pushing Nation to resign or be 

embarassed. He would not resgin. They had at first wanted to impeach him. Even the 

lightweight City Attorney who specializes in divorce and adoption law was able to figure 

out this was not an impeachable offense. That left this public spectacle which will in 

some of their minds means Nation will not be able to get reelected. 

 

This all seemed as if it could have been handled behind closed doors including a 

reprimand. The council brought up Nation on a non-existent charge from the personnel 

manual.  If he had been an employee or treated like one this would have been a closed 

personnel record and not great theater for a Wednesday evening.  

 

After the 7-0 vote to censure Nation the floor was open to public comment, as if 

anything a member of the public had to say could cause a motion to revote the censure.  

 

A number of pro-Nation people from the majority of the audience spoke.  But it might 

have been the anti-Nation speakers who were the most interesting. 

 

Maurice Hirsch, who is a former chair of the Planning Commission called for Mayor 

Nation of resign. Hirsch did not mention he was also active with Chesterfield Arts, a 

group that Bob Nation blocked Connie Fults from handing over $250,000 to keep them 

solvent.         

 

Another residnet it was frustrating that "something like this could not have been handled 

in private. I was taught to crticize in private and praise in pbulic," he said.  

 

Former Councilwoman Jane Durell was not happy with what she had seen.  

 

"I don't agree with what was said (Nation's July 1 outburst). But what I really object to is 

what the Council has done and how it has taken on a life of its own," Durell said.  

 

Resident and former mayor Fred Steinbach described what he had been witnessing in 

the Council Chambers with the booing and cheering as a "bad wedding" with family 

members of the bride and groom on different sides of the room.  

 

Perhaps the best comments came from former State Senator and current 

Monarch Fire District Director Jane Cunnigham. Here is her prepared text:  
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 Jane Cunningham  

 

Former Mayor Bruce Geiger who backed Matt Segal who lost to Nation in the mayor's 

race stepped up and called for Nation to resign.  Greiger was at a spring meeting to 

complain about Mayor Nation's veto of several spending bills.  
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Former councilman Randy Logan who was on the losing slate with Matt Segal, was a bit 

of a prima-dona and not exactly a man of the people driving his Porsche to Council 

meetings said he hoped Bob Nation would run for reelection.   

 

"I want to see your name on the ballot.  With your baggage and antics we can vote for 

someone to repair the damage you have done," said Logan.  

 

If seemed as if it was bad enough that Nation was just censure with no due process but 

he had to sit at the defense table and take shots from the likes of Randy Logan.  

 

     
 

WHO IS GOING TO PAY?  Both Chet Pleban and Jane Cunningham had brought up 

that by not having a signed contract or a voted on agreement with Kevin O'Keefe and 

his law firm it is illegal by Missouri law to pay them.  It will be interesting to see if this is 

challenged to stop any payment being made to O'Keefe.  

 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER FOR DISGRACED SEX TEXTING FORMER SPEAKER OF 
THE HOUSE JOHN DIEHL WINS THE RACE TO REPLACE PERVERT: Public 
records show that in 2014 John Diehl (Rep) was cheating on his wife having an affair in 
Jefferson City with a member of Democratic Governor Jay Nixon's staff. In 2015 it 
appeared that Diehl had his sexual attention on a 19-year-old college freshman intern, 
with sex-texts being released forcing him to resign in May. 
 
IN the very heavily Republican populated 89th State Representative Dean Plocher got 
one of the lowest winning percentages in some time.  In April when extreme liberal geek 
Al Gerber got 32-percent of the vote against Diehl it was considered a high number.  
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This was despite Gerber's only flier hit voters' mailboxes on Election Day after many 
had already voted.  
 
In the special election the Democrats did not find a moderate candidate the population 
could get behind.  They put Gerber back out there. 
 
Here is what I received in the mail prior to the election. Four large fliers from Dean 
Plocher with the usual Republican babble.  
 

 
 
For this election I actually got a small Gerber flier the day before the polls opened. 
Before going on about how he supports liberal Democratic Healthcare plans, Gerber 
actually addressed issues about Plocher.  Gerber improved by 8-percent. I'm guessing 
enough people were grossed out by the Republican Diehl's behavior that voted against 
his replacement.  
 
Plocher only got 60% of the vote beating Gerber 3,462 to 2,288.  
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I almost never miss an election.  I can normally find the lesser of two evils to vote for.  I 
couldn't this time and I didn't vote. 
 
Here is why I didn't vote for Plocher: 
 
1)  As treasurer he was an important part of the John Diehl's machine where 
contributions flooded in from special interest groups across America and from overseas.  
Diehl as Speaker of the House got money from Big Tobacco and little tobacco wanting 
to keep Missouri with the lowest cigarette tax in the country. From Communist China 
they got contributions to continue regulations that were good for Chinese owned large 
scale hogs farms polluting neighboring land.   
 
2)  At the polls he told voters he hardly knew John Diehl.   
 
3)  He has been the municipal judge of Pine Lawn, Missouri for 10 years where his boss 
Mayor Sylvester Caldwell is serving Federal prison time for extortion.  It's the same 
place where the former assistant police chief chief is under federal indictment for civil 
rights violations and election fraud for the jailed mayor.  
 
4)  As judge for Pine Lawn Plocher generated 48% of the town's revenue through 
excessive fines of motorists caught speeding on I-70 and local impoverished residents 
hit with high fines and tow bills for minor traffic and code violations.  
 
Here is why I could not vote for Gerber: 
 
1) Gerber beat me in my reelection campaign for alderman in Town and Country.  He 
never told voters he was a Democratic Township Committeeman.  
 
2)  He lied to residents in areas with heavy deer populations claiming to favor deer 
management without telling his plan to tranquilize the deer and then operate on them 
giving them hysterectomies. (Actually for deer it is called an "overectomey."  
 
3)  Al is a practicing Christian Scientist. The faith does not believe in medicine or 
doctors.  I have a problem with any person who doesn't believe in doctors or medicine 
being involved in passing legislation that could affect medical funding or medical care 
used by more than 99% of the population.  
 
HALLOWEEN BACK TO THE FUTURE:  For the last few years I would wait for the 

GIANT sized Nestle Crunch or Hershey Bars to go on sale in July or August at 

Schnucks or Wal Mart.  I have brought them as cheap as 89-cents a bar and it was 

worth it to see the eyes of kids get as big as saucers when you hand them one while 

they are treat or treating.  
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This year with chocolate prices having gone much higher due to a reported shortage 

brought on by too much demand, I had to resort to just regular full size candy bars, 

which still got the kids attention. The little kids simply took one out of the bowl.  But for 

the 12-to-15 year-olds, who I refer to as "elderly trick or treaters," got my Back to the 

Future speel. I would tell them it was 1959 which meant the World Series was over two 

weeks ago and was played only during the day, viewed on black and white TVs and 

there were no such thing as "bite-size" candy.  I'd then give them one of these regular 

size bars.   

 

     
 

 

 

MUSIC:  Wednesday October 28  Sasha's Randy Barr dropped in for some jazz 

guitar. 

 
 

Saturday Powell Symphony Hall The SLSO played the background music to the 

30-year-old flick Back to the Future.  Tickets were $30.  I felt cheated the music to 

back to the Future wasn't that great.  I would have felt much better if they had also 
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played music of trailers from Raiders of the Lost Ark and Star Wars before Back to the 

Future started.  

 

Watching the movie for maybe the sixth or seventh time, did keep me from nodding off 

like I'm known to do at Powell. The exceptions were Victor Borge in concert and Peter 

Schickele doing a PDQ Bach Concert, both of those kept me wide awake in the 1970s.    

 

      
 

(Schickele's famous entrance in the 1970s for PDQ Bach Concerts was five minutes 

after the scheudled start someone would come on stage and announce they had no 

idea where Schickee was and would be refunding ticket money…then there would be a 

scream and the heavy set Schickkle wearing a tux and work boots would come running 

down a balcony aisle, produce a rope already tied to a railing, throw it down to the 

orchestra seats and slide down the rope then run to the stage doing a belly flop.  

When I was a disc jockey at hippie station KDNA I would occasionally play cuts from his 

album P.D.Q. Bach on the Air, where Schickele was a radio disc jockey from the 

fictional classical radio station WOOF in the fictional farm town of Hoople in souithern 

North Dakota.  Here is a link to one cut from the album:     

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0vHpeUO5mw 

 

Here is a cut of a concert piece where he turns Mozart's A Little Night Music into any 

and everything but Mozart, followed by a 12 minute video of Schickele with Iizhak 

Perlman at the Boston Pops.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68_j6yU4Whg 

 

Now Back to Back to the Future: I was amazed at how many people cheered with the 

truck full of manure fell on Biff's car or when George McFly decked Biff. 80% of the 

people knew it was coming.   
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Sunday One Year Anniversary at the Riverbend Restaurant at its Big Bend and 

Clayton location.  There was a free cup of gumbo for everyone, plus 2-hours of jazz. .    

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

CARTOONS: 
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