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DRUNKS AND THIEVES 2017 Part 1 

 
By John Hoffmann 

 

April 3, 2017 

 

All these cases have appeared in our regular weekly newsletters over the last six 

months. 

 

ANOTHER DRUNK DRIVER LEAVES THE COURTROOM WITH NO POINTS:  In this 

case he was clearly drunk, weaving on the road and drinking a beer while driving.  

 

On Thursday night October 16, 2014 Town and Country Officer Wilkey was working the 

overnight shift.  At about 11:25 while west of I-64 from I-270 he noticed a Chevrolet 

pickup truck in front of him weaving from lane to lane. The pickup truck continued to 

weave as it exited from I-64 onto SB Highway 141, when Officer Wilkey decided to stop 

it.  

 

He contacted the driver, Jeffrey Alan Heideman, 50, of Queens Bridge Road in 

Manchester.  Heidman said he was coming home from work at FedEx where he was 

working on new delivery maps.  He said he had just "one" beer" (after the BA test it was 

apparently a 64 oz beer or Mr. Heideman was lying.)  He was also eating a "fast food" 

dinner as he drove. 

  Jeff Heideman 
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Heideman's speech was confused, his eyes were bloodshot, watery and glassy.  His 

breath smell of booze despite the hamburger he had been eating. He swayed when he 

walked and had trouble standing still.  He was asked to say the alphabet beginning with 

the letter "D" and stopping with the letter "W." He stopped at "P" saying he forget what 

letter he was suppose to stop at.  

 

A field breath test showed his BAC was above the legal limit to drive a car.  He was 

arrested for Improper Lane Use and DWI.  

 

At the police station Heideman stated he had one can of beer when he left work that he 

drank in his car before be stopped for fast food. He admitted that he thought he was 

under the influence of alcohol. 

 

An official breath test at the police station showed his BA level to be .123%. 

 

All of his actions leading to his arrest and after his arrest were recorded.  

 

OUTCOME:  On July 12, 2016 Pled Guilty to DWI before Judge Joe Dueker of the St. 

Louis County Associate Circuit Court. He was given a No-Points, No-Fine, No-Record 

2-year SIS probation by Judge Dueker.  Town and Country prosecutor Ed Sluys 

reduced the citation for lane weaving from a 2-Point Improper Lane Use citation to a 

NO-POINTS Parking Violation. He was fined $250 for a parking violation he did not 

commit.   Heideman, a drunk driver, left the courthouse with no points on his record.  

(This was first posted in Newsletter 245 on October 3, 2016)    

  

TOWN AND COUNTRY OFFICER MAKES A DWI ARREST IN DES PERES AND 

HELPS STOP A SERIOUS ACCIDENT FROM HAPPENING:  I don't know where she 

was going at 3 AM on a Tuesday morning October 20, 2015.  She lives with her parents 

on O'Day Avenue in Rock Hill, but she was found on southbound I-270 south of 

Manchester Road.  O'Day Avenue is at Manchester Road where the McDonalds is 

located.   

 

The 22-year-old, Mia Paulina Piccione, was behind the wheel of her 2001 Chrysler 

stopped in the fast lane of the 4-lane SB I-270 south of Manchester.  Normally I have to 

take written police reports and translate them from dry "just the facts" language to 

something a little easier to understand.  But in this case Town and Country Officer 

Fowle did an excellent job in writing up the serious danger Piccione had put herself in.  

 

This is from Officer Fowle's report: 
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Piccione is behind the wheel stopped in the fast 

lane of I-270 as Officer Fowle pulled up.   

 

Piccione later told Officer Fowle she had stopped in the middle of a 4-lane Interstate 

highway because of "interference."  Fowle however never pushed Piccione to explain 

what the hell she was talking about.  

 

Officer Fowle then stopped all traffic and told Piccione to pull all the way to the right 

onto the shoulder.  She didn't do that.  She drove the the right and stopped in another 

lane of SB I-270.  This caused her to be removed from the car and walked to the 

shoulder, while another officer drove the car onto the shoulder.  
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We watched and listened to the recording of the stop and arrest.   

 

Officer Fowle asked Piccione how much she had to drink. 

 

"Nothing," she replied.  "You had something because I can smell it from here," said 

Fowle.  

 

Piccione's speech was slurred during the entire time she was with the police.   

      

Piccone failed field sobriety tests constantly using the patrol car to balance against.  

She also failed a field breath test. At first she denied drinking and then said she had 

been drinking "a little." T&C officers no longer are allowed to write the results of a PBT 

in their reports. But often they hold the PBT instrument into view of the video camera.  

That was the case with this incident.  It showed Piccione's BAC level to be .242% or 

three times above the legal limit.  

 

  
 

She was arrested and transported to the Town and Country Police station where she 

agreed to take a breath test.  The test results showed her blood alcohol level was 

dropping and was at .192%.  
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 Mia Piccione 

 

OUTCOME: Piccione was charged in State court since Officer Fowler found her vehicle 

blocking I-270 in Des Peres just south of the Town and Country City Limits.  She was 

charged with a "Lane Obstruction" violation and with DWI.  

 

On August 3, 2016 she pled guilty to both charges before Associate Circuit Judge 

Richard Stewart.  She was fined $100 for the Lane Blockage violation. She was placed 

on a 2-year No-Fine, No-Points, No-Record probation term for the DWI. (The originally 

appeared in the October 10, 2016 Newsletter #246)  

 

25-YEAR-OLD BALLWIN PRINCESS KEEPS HAVING COURTS AND LAWYERS 

CONVINCE HER THAT SHE IS SPECIAL:  Rebecca Schulte, 25, of 1062 Dutch Mill 

Drive in the unincorporated section of Ballwin apparently is special and never has to 

accept personal responsibility.   She was arrested Thursday night into early Friday 

morning on July 25, 2014 passed out behind the wheel of a running car at a stoplight of 

a Interstate Highway exit ramp.  

 

Before we get into the details and outcome of this case, let's look at the special 

treatment of Schulte before this night.  

 

07/02/09     Cited by County Police for moving violation. Had the charge reduced 

                   to a Parking Violation and paid a $190 fine. No Points!      

03/22/13     Cited by Highway patrol for Speeding 22-25 MPH over limit plus second 

                    moving violation. Pled guilty to charge 1 and was placed on a SIS probation   

                    term with No-Points, No-fine! Second charge was reduced to Illegal Parking 

                    with a $150 fine.  No Points!   



6 

 

11/13/13     Cited by Highway Patrol for 2 Moving Violations. Had one charge reduced  

                   to Parking Violation and paid a $150 fine.  The other charge was reduced  

                   to a Parking Violation with a $200 fine.  No Points! 

02/26/14     Cited for a moving violation by Highway Patrol. Her attorney had charge  

                   reduced to a Parking Violation.  She was fined $200, with No Points! 

 

So what happened to Schulte when she was arrested for DWI should surprise no one.  

 

On  Friday morning July 25, 2014 at about 1:08 AM Town and Country Officer Cpl. 

Berry was dispatched to a called of a motorist reporting a person passed out behind the 

wheel of a car on the WB I-64 exit ramp at Mason Road. He arrived and found the 

passing motorist, William Vaughn, parked behind 2005 silver Mazda with Schulte 

slumped behind the wheel. Vaughn told Cpl. Berry that the woman was breathing and 

had her foot on the brake.  

 
The Good Samaritan William Vaughn in the red shirt as Cpl. Berry walks to her door to 

wake her up.    

 

This is from the police report: 

 

 
 

Schulte told Cpl. Berry she had a glass of whisky and apple cider at about 11:30.  

During the field sobriety tests at one point Schulte said that she could not stand heel to 

toe "even if she was sober."  She refused to take a field breath test but after being 
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arrested he later agreed to take on at the police station.  In her car Cpl. Berry found a 

cold open half consumed bottle of whiskey in a cooler behind the driver's seat and two 

other bottles of booze behind the front seat. 

 

 
Since Vaughn reported that Schulte was passed out behind the wheel, the West County EMS  paramedic 

unit was dispatched and arrived on the scene.    

 

At the police station Schulte agreed to take a breath test and the results of the test 

showed a .16% BAC level.  In other words when Schulte is twice the legal limit to drive 

she can fall asleep with her foot on the brake at a stoplight, much like Tony LaRussa.    

 

After failing the breath test things went downhill. Schulte refused to answer all booking 

questions or cooperate with booking.  Regardless of what you are arrested for you are 

not getting released even if someone has your bond money, until booking in completed.  

 

From the police report here is what happened next:  
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1-23-15                                         4-3-15                                         7-25-14 Mug shot night of DWI arrest 

This was not the last Town and Country Police contact with Schulte, she was arrested 

twice more. 

 

On 01/23/15 Schulte was stopped for Speeding 20 mph over the limit and Driving while 

Revoked (testing over the legal limit, certainly not due to points, since she never gets 

them). She was again on I-64 at Mason Road at 11:19 PM.   

 

On April 30, 2015 Schulte was arrested for Driving While Revoked and speeding at 

Mason Road at Mason Ridge.  

 

Then there was the Crestwood Case:  On April 1, 2016 Schulte was cited by the 

Crestwood Police at 7:58 AM on Sappington Road for speeding.       

 

OUTCOME:  DWI  On May 19, 2016, 22 months after her arrest she appeared before  

Town and Country Judge Dean Waldemer and pled guilty to DWI.  Despite being twice 

the legal limit and passed out behind the wheel of a running car at a major intersection, 

Waldemer placed her on a No-Fine, No-Points No-Record probation to go with the six 

other moving violations she got in the five years before her DWI that were all reduced to 

"No-Point" Non-Moving violations. 

 

OUTCOME:  The Speeding and Driving While Revoked case from 01/23/15 saw 

something different.  She pled guilty to the Driving while Revoke, but received a SIS-

probation with No-Fine, No-Points and No-Record on her drivers' license. But she did 

pled guilty to Speeding and was fined $300.  

 

OUTCOME:  Speeding and Driving While Revoked on 04/30/15 Town and County City 

Prosecutor dropped the charges to Parking Violations with no points. She was fined 

$250. 
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OUTCOME: The speeding case in Crestwood resulted in a guilty plea with a $134 fine.  

 

All hail Queen Rebecca who despite being a dangerous driver you would not know it.  If 

justice was fair she would have a total of 52 points on her license in the last three years.  

Instead she has a total of 4-points.   

 

The Town and Country Police say they do traffic enforcement to try and make the 

streets safer. I believe them.  But the way the city prosecutor and judge work it sure 

gives the appearance the police are revenue generators.  Alderperson need to step in 

and reform the court system without delays but they won't.  The mayor certainly won't.  

He used to be part of the problem and the system when he was the prosecutor in 

Sunset Hills. After Mayor Dalton's son was arrested in Ladue for DWI twice in six 

months, a very strong DWI case was reduced to Careless Driving and the other case 

was also reduced to a No-Record Probation. Two years later Jon Dalton, Jr. has no 

record of a DWI. 

 

It would be nice to see some elected officials with some guts do something about this.  

(This originally appeared in Ex Alderman Newsletter #247 on October 17, 2016  

 

 

STOP THE PRESSES!  PERSON ARRESTED FOR DWI IN TOWN AND COUNTRY 

IS ACTUALLY CONVICTED OF AN ALCOHOL RELATED OFFENSE.  (Okay it was 

not for DWI, but still it was something new.)     

 

On Saturday December 6, 2014 at 11:27 PM Town and Country Police Sgt. Walker 

paced a speeding 2008 silver Silverado south on Ballas Road from I-64 at 17 MPH over 

the speed limit. He also observed the vehicle weaving out of the southbound lane.        

 

He stopped the car near the south city limits with Des Peres and contacted the driver, 

Richard B. Schuller of High Ridge,  

 

Schuller appeared to be drunk. His breath reeked of the smell of booze, his eyes were 

bloodshot, glassy and watery, his speech was confused and he staggered and stumbled 

when he tried to walk.  

 

He failed the field sobriety tests including when he was asked to recite the alphabet 

beginning with the letter "D" and ending with the letter "W." Here is what Schuller said, 

"T-U-F-G-W." 
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He was arrested for DWI.  At the police station he become uncooperative. 

 

He refused to take a breath test.  

 

Here is how his interview went (it only lasted three questions): 

 

  

 Richard Schuller  

 

OUTCOME: On June 20, 2016 the Speeding and Lane Weaving citations were 

dismissed by prosecutor Ed Sluys.  That is business as usual.  However the DWI was 

not a plea to a No-Fine, No-Points probation term. It was reduced to Driving with an 

Excessive BAC Content.  This is a 6-point violation. Schuller was fined $600. (This 

article first appeared in our October 24, 2016 Ex Alderman Newsletter #248.) 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY WOMAN WITH PRIOR DWI HAS TROUBLE PULLING 

OVER. SHE IS CONVICTED IN STATE COURT OF HER SECOND DWI. 

CHESTERFIELD PROSECUTOR TIM ENGELMEYER WAS HER DEFENSE 

ATTORNEY:  Kathryn Painter, 26, of 13223 Romany Way Court in the Laurel Lakes 

subdivision was having a tough time driving on Thursday morning January 14 at 2:42 

am. 

 

Town and Country Police Officers often find themselves on Manchester Road even 

though it is either in Des Peres of unincorporated St. Louis County and not Town and 

County.  They have to use it to go from I-270 to Topping Road or to Barrett Station 

Road to patrol the Laurel Lakes subdivision or to Mason Road or to the Manchester 

Meadows Shopping Center in Town and Country, but on Manchester Road.  

 

On January 14 Cpl. Chris Moore was west on Manchester Road from Topping Road 

when he observed a 2006 Gold Honda Accord driving slowly swerving from the right 

lane onto the shoulder.  As the car approached the entrance to Sam's Club it swerved 

off the road and nearly struck the concrete "pork chop" lane divider at the San's Club 

driveway entrance.  

 

Cpl. Moore was able to stop the car at the Shell Gas station before Mason Road.  The 

driver drove up on on a curb and then peeled out off the curb before stopping.  

 

Cpl. Moore immediately was greeted with the usual evidence of a drunk driver, 

bloodshot , glassy, watery eyes staring off, a strong smell of booze on the driver's 

breath and slurred confused and mumbling speech.  The following from Cpl. Moore's 

report tells much of the story of how drunk Kathryn Painter was:  
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Take a look closely at her mug shot.  Yes Ms. Painter failed her field sobriety tests.  

 

He was arrested and taken to the Town and Country Police Station where she refused 

to be interviewed or to take a breath test.  

 

Painter had a prior DWI in 2009. 

 

She was also sued in 2013 for causing an auto accident. 

 

OUTCOME:  Tim Engelmeyer is supposed to keep people safe from Drunk Drivers as 

he is the Judge in Creve Coeur and the prosecutor in Chesterfield and Des Peres.  

Guess where Painter was driving when Cpl. Moore spotted her.  She was in Des Peres. 

Engelmeyer also represented her her in 2009 with a DWI arrest.  

  Engelmeyer who often would rather get area criminals off 

while creating a clear conflict of interest and protect the public.  
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On June 09, 2016 Painter pled guilty to the DWI before Associate Circuit Judge Joe 

Dueker. He sentenced her to six months in jail, but immediately placed her on a two-

year SES probation term with the conviction going on her driving record.   

 

She also appealed the Driver's License Revocation issued for Failure to Take a Breath 

Test.  She lost that appeal. Her license was suspended for the breath test violation and 

revoked for the DWI conviction.  (This originally appeared in our Ex-Alderman 

Newsletter #249 on October 31, 2016.) 

 

GLENDALE MAN ARRESTED FOR SPEEDING AND DWI IN TOWN AND COUNTRY 

LEAVES COURTROOM WITH NO POINTS ON HIS LICENSE .  It was a Thursday 

night a week before Christmas in 2014, when Andrew Kramper, 34, of Glendale, 

Missouri was driving his 2014 Jeep Cherokee.  At about 10:52 PM he was observed by 

Town and Country Police Officer Hamel, who saw the Jeep exit from I-270 onto EB I-64 

at a high rate of speed.  

 

Officer Hamel then clocked the Jeep at 78 MPH on radar in the 60 MPH zone.   Once 

the Jeep was stopped east of Ballas Road, Kramper was identified. He had the usual 

signs of a drunk driver. Bloodshot & watery eyes, strong odor of booze on his breath, 

slurred speech and he swayed when trying to stand still.  

 

Kramper stated he had three Michelob Ultra Lights since 6 PM, while he was at a Hot 

Shots Sports Bar.  Kramper failed the field sobriety tests and was arrested.  

  
At the police station Kramper agreed to take a breath test.  The results showed his BAC 

to be over the legal limit at .099%. 

 

OUTCOME:     Kramper pled guilty to DWI and was given a 2-year No-Points, No-Fine, 

No-Record SIS Probation term.  Town and Country prosecutor Ed Sluys reduced the 

speeding charge to ILLEGAL PARKING. Kramper pled guilty to that and was fined 
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$300. He left the courtroom at the Town and Country City Hall with no points on his 

record.  However, his license was affected.  By testing over the legal limit Kramper 

license was suspended and the suspension was upheld on appeal.  (This first appeared 

in our November 14, 2016 Ex-Alderman Newsletter #251)             

 

 PRESTO, CHANG-O DRIVING WHILE REVOKED CITATION TO A PERSON ON 

PROBATION FOR DWI IS SUDDENLY A PARKING VIOLATION:    On April 12, 2014 

Town and Country Police Lt. Flanagan stopped a 2000 Mercedes Benz with Illinois 

plates operated by Naomi Feldman of St. Louis.  It turned out the Naomi's drivers 

license was not suspended, but revoked, after a DWI arrest.  She was arrested and 

cited.     
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OUTCOME:  This 12-point violation of Driving While Revoked, was not reduced to a 

lesser included offense of Operating a Motor vehicle without a Valid License, a 2-point 

violation.  No on November 23, 2015 Town and Country prosecuting attorney Ed Sluys 

reduced the charge to something Feldman never did. She pled guilty to Illegal Parking, 

paid a $320 fine and received no additional points on her drivers' license. This was the 

third time Feldman had a moving violation reduced to Illegal Parking.  She also has two 

others that were reduced to "Loud Muffler violations that have No-Points.  

 

At the time of Feldman's guilty plea for Driving While Revoked she was on probation for 

DWI and Careless and Impudent Driving Resulting in an Injury from a January 18, 2014 

incident handled by the Missouri Highway Patrol.  On 10/16/14 she had pled guilty to 

DWI and Carless and Impudent Driving Causing Injury.  She was placed on two years 

No-fine, No-Record, No-Points probation for DWI by Judge Dennis Smith in St. Louis 

County.   (This first appeared in the Ex Alderman Newsletter 253 of November 28, 

2016) 

 

YOU HAVE TO WORK TO STEAL $1,144 FROM A DISCOUNT STORE. ONE OF 

THE A GANG OF THREE CONVICTED OF FELONY THEFT FROM TARGET:  It was 

a week before Christmas 2014 and all through the store shoppers were busy looking for 

holiday deals.  That is except for the three that were busy with over $1,000 in Yule Time 

STEALS.  

 

The loss prevention officer at the Town and Country Target store knew something was 

up as the store was closing.  Three people came in together, then two left while the third 

continued in the store placing items in a cart.  She had with her pink backpack.  The 

backpack contained Target Shopping bags.  The items placed in the backpack were 

transferred to the Target bags. 

 

Security knew something was up.  The two people who left were now in a black 

Mitsubishi on the parking lot.  They called Town and Country Police and asked them to 

respond and wait on the edge of the parking lot.  

 

When the woman with the shopping bags left the store without paying police arrested 

her at the car with the other two. The primary thief was identified as Sarah Ann Lynch, 

28, of Ballwin. 
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Below is her record:      

 

01/31/17       Stealing (Shoplifting)   (pending)                     Ellisville PD 

12/13/15       Assault a Law Enforcement Officer w/Deadly Weapon  St. Louis PD 

                     10/03/16  Pled Guilty sentenced to 10 years prison but immediately 

                     placed on a 5-year probation term.  

                     Endangering the Welfare of a Child 

                     10/03/16 sentenced to 51 days jail 

                      Felony Resisting Arrest 

                      10/03/16 sent to 7-years prison, but placed on 5-year probation term  

12/02/15       Felony Theft                                                 St. Louis CO PD  

                     08/19/16  Pled Guilty 3 years in prison but placed on SES probation 

                     term for 5 years after serving 60 day shock jail term 

04/16/15       Theft and Resisting Arrest                          Bridgeton PD 

                     arrest warrant outstanding  

12/18/14       Felony Theft Shoplifting                              Town and Country PD 

                     08/19/16 Pled Guilty see above sentence 

07/16/14       Speeding & Possession of Drug Para            Ballwin PD 

                     02/23/16 Pled guilty to both charges and fined $23 and $24 

                    as of september of 2016 fines have not been paid 

06/10/10       Felony Possession of Controlled Sub        St. Louis Co PD 

                     02/22/13 Pled Guilty sentenced to 300 days jail 

11/01/05       Felony Possession of Controlled Sub        St. Louis CO PD 

                     10/06/06  Pled Guilty placed on 5-year probation term 

                     04/29/08  Probation Revoked, but then extended 
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                     12/15/10 Probation revoked and then extended again 

08/04/05        Robbery                                                           St. Ann PD 

                      03/06/06 Pled Guilty placed on 5-years probation 

                      01/05/11  Probation that was suspended due to drug arrests 

                      is revoked but then extended probation term is issued 

 

Lynch had $1,144 worth of stolen property in the shopping bags. Inside the bags they 

found $588.73 worth of clothes and $555.61 worth of toys. 

 

Her accomplices were John S. Bernard, 39, of St. Peters, MO. and Farrah Owydat, 30, 

of Manchester, MO.   

 

Here is Bernard's record: 

 

02/19/17       Interfering with Police Officer in his Duties   

05/18/11       Felony Theft                                                          St. Louis Co PD 

                     03/07/13 Pled Guilty sentenced to 6-years prison 

07/29/11       Illegal Dumping                                                      St. Louis PD 

                     09/27/11 FTA arrest warrant issued    

08/12/10      Passing Bad Check                                                 Jefferson County 

                    07/02/13 Pled Guilty sentenced 1-year jail 

05/17/10       Felony Passing Bad Check                                 St. Louis Co PD  

                     03/07/13 Pled Guilty sentenced to 6 years prison 

05/31/01       Misdemeanor Theft                                               St. Louis Co PD 

                    10/11/12 Pled Guilty sentenced to 120 days jail          

07/25/93       Assault                                                                   St. Louis Co PD 

                     10/05/93 Pled guilty placed on probation. 

                     09/07/95 Probation revoked sentenced to 21 days jail      

 

Here is Farrah Owydat's record: 

 

03/25/14     Stealing   

08/07/12     Assault (misd)                                                         Jefferson Co Sheriff 

                   07/09/13 sentenced to 30-days jail, but placed on 2-years SES 

                   probation term    

09/03/11     Felony Possession of Controlled Sub                   St. Louis Co PD 

                   10/03/14   Pled Guilty sentence to No Record No Fine 

                   SIS Probation Term 
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Owydat                                   Bernard 

     

The St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney's Office refused to file charges on Bernard or 

Owydat, although it was clear they were involved.  

 

They did issue charges on Lynch.  Before her case was disposed of she picked up a 

second felony theft in unincorporated St. Louis County and one involving assault of a 

Law enforcement Officer with a Deadly Weapon in St. Louis. Still when she pled guilty 

on August 19, 2016 she was sentenced to 3-years in prison, but then immediately 

placed on probation to steal again. That came on January 31, 2017 when she was 

arrested for shopliftingin Ellisville. (This originally appeared in our December 5, 2016 

Ex-Alderman Newsletter #254) 

 

DRUNK DAD RUNS RED LIGHT IN FRONT OF COPS WORKING CAR CRASH. DAD 

HAD ONE YOUNG DAUGHTER  IN THE CAR AND WAS GOING TO PICKUP THE 

SECOND ONE AT HIGH SCHOOL:  On Thursday June 2, 2016 at about 8:09 PM Town 

and Country Officer McPherson and another officers were working a crash on Mason 

Road near I-64.  

 

It was there that Officer McPherson heard the engine rev of a 2010 BMW.  He looked at 

the noise and saw the driver of the blue BMW run a red light on Mason Road at North 

Outer Forty Road and go west on North Outer Forty.  He and another officer went after 

the BMW and got it stopped on Maryville Drive and the South Forty Road at the 

entrance to the Westminster Christian Academy School.  

 

The driver of the car was Richard Benner, 46, of 512 Dartmouth Crossing Drive of 

Wildwood.  In the backseat of the BMW was a grade school aged daughter.  Benner 

was on his way to Westminster to pick up his daughter in high school.  



19 

 

  Richard Benner 

Benner's speech was slurred, there was a strong odor of intoxicants on his breath and 

his eyes were glassy (judging from the mugs hot they were also bloodshot).  

 

One the street Benner stated he had just one drink.  After his arrest at the police station 

that doubled to two Manhattans at Bar Louis in Chesterfield.  

 

At the scene Benner was asked to recite the alphabet beginning at the letter "L" and 

stopping at the letter "W."  Instead of of doing that Benner said, "M. N. O. P. Q, R, S, T, 

U, V." 

 

A field breath test showed Benner was over the legal limit. 

 

At the police station he submitted to another "official" breath test" that revealed his BAC 

level to be .11%. 

 

He was cited for Disobeying a Red Electric Signal, DWI and Endangering the Welfare of 

a Child.  

 

OUTCOME:  Benner got the usual DWI NO-Record, No-Points, No-Fine probation after 

pleading guilty on September 8, 2016 in Town and Country Municipal Court.  It was the 

same thing after he pled guilty for Endangering the Welfare of a Child; No-Record, No-

Fine and No-Points.  He did plead guilty to disobeying a red light and was fined $277 

and got 2-points on his driving record. (This first appeared in our Ex Landerman 

Newsletter 261 on January 23, 2017) 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY MAN DRUNK AND SPEEDING IN CONSTRUCTION ZONE, 

NEARLY HITTING A MEDIAN WALL SUDDENLY IS NO LONGER DRUNK! BETTER 

THAN THE USUAL SENTENCE.  At 3:30 in the morning for a police supervisor you are 

either going over police reports written by officers earlier in the night or if it was a slow 

night, you are doing the same thing other officers are doing.  You are either resting your 

eyes behind a church or in a park, or you are out looking for something to do.   

 

In the case of Sgt. Wolfe of the Town and Country Police on Saturday night into Sunday 

morning he was looking for something to do. He was parked on the shoulder of WB I-64 

west of I-270.  It was 3:30 AM when Sgt. Wolfe observed a little white 2014 Chevrolet 

Spark subcompact car all by itself speeding toward him.  Sgt. Wolfe first the car was 

doing between 85-and-90 MPH.  He paced the car and found it was doing 85 MPH in 

the 50 MPH construction area. He also observed it swerving into the right lane and then 

back into the left lane and narrowly miss hitting the concrete median wall in the 

construction zone.  

Sgt. Wolfe got the car stopped on I-64 at Mason Road. He contacted the driver, James 

J. Massarella, 27, who still lives at home with his parents Greg and Jan Masseralla at 

709 Stifel Ridge Court in the Manderleigh Subdivision off of Woods Mill Road. 

Sgt. Wolfe asked Massarella for his driver's license and was promptly handed a credit 

card.  

 James Massarella  

 

Wolfe found that Massarella' breath had a heavy smell of booze, his eyes were 

bloodshot, glassy, watery and he was staring.  His speech was slurred and his balance 
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was unsure. He admitted he had been drinking at a bar in the Soulard district of St. 

Louis.  He failed field sobriety tests and said he was unable to recite the alphabet 

starting at the letter "J" and ending at the letter "W."  

 

He refused to take a field breath test.  He was arrested and transported to the police 

station.  

 

In an interview at the police stated he admitted not drinking "2" beers, but "12" beers or 

a half of a case in six hours. He agreed to take an official breath test at the police 

station.  The test showed his BAC to be .179%. 

 

He was issued citations for Speeding, Improper Lane Use and DWI.  

 

 OUTCOME:  Town and Country Prosecutor Ed Sluys acted like a great magician and 

made the DWI disappear completely despite the fact that Massarella's BAC was more 

than twice the legal limit and he admitted drinking a half case of beer. He reduced the 8-

point Municipal DWI to a 2-point Careless Driving charge.  He completely made the 

Improper Lane Use citation citation disappear while Massarella also pled guilty to 

Speeding.  

 

While Massarella was looking at 12-points, he was assigned only four and fined $225 

for Careless Driving and $300 for speeding 35 MPH over the limit in an area with narrow 

lanes.  

 

More importantly for Massarella is that Sluys removed any trace of a DWI making it 

harder for him to be charged with a more serious "second offender" charge or a felony 

"third offender" charge. (This first appeared in Newsletter 268 on March 13, 2017) 

 

SPEEDER TRIES TO HIDE HIS DRUG DEALER KIT IN PANTS LEG:  Town and 

Country Police Officer was running speed control on NB I-270 on Thursday May 12, 

2016 at about 8:22 PM. He clocked a red 2010 Cadillac doing 80 in the 65 MPH zone.  

He stopped the car just north of I-64 and contacted the driver, Larry D. Mitchell, Jr., 30, 

of Florissant.  

 

Officer Hamel stated that Mitchell seemed nervous and that he he saw an empty clear 

plastic baggie on the floor and smelled unburned marijuana in the car.  
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Officer Hamel returned to his patrol car and asked for an assist car.  Officer Sapienza 

arrived and Officer Hamel had Mitchell exit the Cadillac.  As Mitchell walked to the rear 

of his car he waddled, plus he had a large bulge in his pants.  Officer Hamel now 

reported smelling even a stronger odor of unburned marijuana coming from Mitchell.  

 

Mitchell became very nervous and Hamel handcuffed him and was then trying to pat 

him down, when Mitchell tried to distract him and shook his leg only to have a glass 

smoking pipe and a digital scale fall out of his leg.  

 

The rest of the pat down found a baggie with 7.6 grams of marijuana in his pants.  

 

He was arrested and later cited in Municipal Court for Speeding, Possession of 

Marijuana, and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia. 

 

I found it interesting that when I obtained the report there was no report after the arrest 

indicating the marijuana was sent to a lab and tested.  Perhaps Judge Waldemer or an 

Associate Circuit Judge in Clayton would just roll one, light up and take judicial notice 

that it was marijuana. 

 

OUTCOME:  The case was transferred to the Associate Circuit Court in Clayton by 

Mitchell's Maplewood attorney. There Town and Country Prosecutor Ed Sluys thought 

he was representing one of Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O'Keefe's North Country 

Municipalities that is desperate to get court revenue to continue operating.  Sluys 

dismissed the Drug Paraphernalia charge, reduced the Possession of marijuana charge 

to LITTERING and the reduced the speeding charge to ILLEGAL PARKING.  
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Mitchell was fined $250 for Littering and $250 for Illegal Parking.  You might think Sluys 

could have successfully prosecuted a speeding ticket out of this with Mitchell getting 2-

points, but instead Town and Country falls into the same revenue collection center as 

Velda City.  (This originally appeared in Newsletter #269 on March 20, 2017) 

 

ANOTHER DRUNK DRIVER AND ANOTHER NO-POINTS, NO-FINE, NO-RECORD 

PROBATION IN TOWN AND COUNTRY:  It was Saturday night into Sunday morning 

at 1:24 AM May 8, 2016 when Town and Country Officer Fowle observed either an old 

person or maybe a drunk driving a 2013 White Audi west on I-64 with the left turn signal 

on and not changing lanes.  He followed the car as it started to weave between lanes 

and then onto the shoulder.  As the driver exited onto SB Highway 141 the car weaved 

back onto the shoulder.  

 

The driver was stopped on Highway 141 and was identified as Belinda Ritter, 55, of 418 

Gatehall Lane in Ballwin.  55 is not that old, but Ritter did appear to be drunk.  The 

strong smell of booze on her breath, bloodshot and glassy-watery eyes and confused 

speech were dead giveaways.  She refused to take the field Breath Test.  She was 

arrested and taken to the Town and Country Police Station.   

 

There she took an official breath test that showed her BAC to be .155%. 

 

In an interview Ritter stated that she only had one or two Bud Selects while she ate in 

interesting combination of sliders and sushi while watching a hockey game with friends.  
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OUTCOME:  On September 8, 2016 Ritter pled guilty to DWI in Town and Country 

Municipal Court and was placed on a 2-year SIS No-Fine, No-Points and No-Record 

probation.  She also pled guilty to Improper Lane Use (weaving) and was fined $225.  In 

fairness, unlike many people who get this deal, Ritter does not have much of a traffic 

record and has no prior DWI arrests. (This originally appeared in Newsletter #271 on 

April 3, 2017) 

 

BALLWIN DRIVER SLAMS INTO THREE CARS STOPPED AT RED LIGHT, FLEES 

SCENE, INJURES TWO WITH ONE GOING TO HOSPITAL. LEAVES COURT WITH 

NO POINTS ON HIS RECORD. Jeffery Eichelberger, 51 of 1015 Providence Road in 

Ballwin was driving his 2004 Gray Ford Pick Up truck at 8:30 PM on Thursday April 9, 

2015.  He was headed south on Long Road in the left through lane.   

 

There were three cars stopped directly in front of him for the red light at Long Road and 

Edison Road, a 2012 Honda Civic, a 2014 Subaru and a 2002 Jeep Wrangler.   

   Jeff Eichelberger  

 

Eichelberger at speed slammed into the cars stopped at the red light.  
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The second and third vehicles stopped at the red light were totaled.  The Honda was hit 

by Eichelberger's full size pickup truck and was pushed into the Subaru, suffering rear 

and front end damage plus damages to the side fenders and trunk lid. 

 

The impact from the Honda forced the Subaru into the Jeep with the Subaru suffering 

front and rear end damage.  

 

Meanwhile Eichelberger briefly got out of his pickup truck, spoke to the young woman in 

the Honda, got back into the truck and fled the scene, turning around and going north  

on Long Road.  He made is as far as the BP Station and McDonalds at Long Road and 

Chesterfield Airport Road.  

 

The woman in the Honda was transported by a Monarch Fire Department Ambulance to 

an area hospital with neck, head and back injuries.  The driver of the Subaru 

complained of injuries but declined to be taken to a hospital from the scene.  The Honda 

and Subaru suffered extensive damage and had to be towed from the scene.  
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After tow trucks removed the damaged cars and the ambulance left, Chesterfield Police 

Officer Christopher Muench began driving to nearby parking lots thinking the pickup 

truck was likely damaged enough that it would be going too far.  

 

Within two blocks he found the truck. This is from his report: 

 

 
         

Eichelberger was cited for Careless and Impudent Driving and Leaving the Scene of an 

Accident.  Most police departments would take a suspect of a Leaving the Scene of an 

Injury Accident to the police station for booking, prints and mug shots.  One of the 

reasons for this is when someone is transported to a hospital they may look alright but 

have serious internal injuries and be seriously injured or die.   

 

(Comedian, composer and talk show host Steve Allen was in what appeared to be a 

minor accident after he rear-ended a car at an intersection.  There was little damage.  

He did slam into the steering wheel. He then drove to his daughter's house in LA for 

dinner, ate, said he felt tired and lied down to take a nap only to die from internal 

bleeding.) 

 

Cops should assume the worse just to cover their bases.  But Eichelberger was not 

taken to the station, booked, process and made to post a bond. He was released on 

citations. His pickup truck was damaged enough that it had to be towed from the 

parking lot.  
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OUTCOME:  Please keep in mind that Eichelberger injured two people, total at least two 

vehicles and maybe three.  He was cited in Chesterfield City Court for Careless and 

Imprudent Driving (Speed too Fast for Reasonable & Following too Closely).  He was 

also cited for Leaving the Scene of an Accident.      

 

Eichelberger's Richmond Heights attorney moved the case to the Associate Circuit 

Court in Clayton. It was still prosecuted by Chesterfield prosecutor Timothy "I'll Reduce 

All Charges If You Hire an Attorney" Engelmeyer reduced the CARELESS AND 

IMPUDENT CHARGE TO ILLEGAL PARKING.  He also reduced LEAVING THE 

SCENE OF AN ACCIDENT to ILLEGAL PARKING.  Eichelberger paid $300 for each 

Illegal Parking charge and left the courtroom with instead of 8 points and a suspended 

driver's license, with NO POINTS.          

       

City Council members refuse to introduce legislation making it illegal to reduce serious 

charges to Illegal parking."  They also do not have the guts to fire Engelmeyer and the 

City Judge Rick Brunk, hire people who will agree to stop this outrageous practice and 

have the municipal prosecutor and judge consider justice and the safety and welfare of 

the public first and foremost.  (This originally appeared on October 10, 2016 in Ex-

Alderman Newsletter #246.)   

 

LONGTIME THIEF AND SCAMMER HITS WAL MART BEFORE GOING TO PRISON 

ON DRUG CHARGES:  Hershel Clark, 39, of House Springs, MO decided to visit the 

Chesterfield Wal Mart store in Chesterfield Valley on Friday November 20, 2015 at 1:27 

PM.  Clark, with a long long record of civil actions, small claims actions and criminal 

cases against him, was on a mission to steal.  

 

Store security noticed him quickly.  The Loss Prevention officer called a Chesterfield 

Police Retail Response Officer Paubel who responded to the store.  Officer Paubel went 

to the security office and joined the Loss Prevention Officer and watched Clark on a 

video surveillance system.  
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Clark started off by stealing some pricey items and then went downhill.  They watched 

as he took a cellphone, removed the packaging and placed the phone in his pocket.  He 

did the same thing with a pair of blue tooth headphones and a pocket knife. Clark did 

place some items in a shopping cart and hid others on his body.  

 

He did go through a checkout line and then left the store with a number of items still 

hidden on his body.  He was promptly stopped and arrested and taken back to the loss 

prevention office. 

 

There it was determined that in July Clark had been arrested for shoplifting at the Arnold 

Wal-Mart store when he was issued a NO Trespass Notice for all Wal-Mart stores in the 

world.  

 

 

Found hidden on this body at the time of his arrest were:  
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     Hershel Clark          

 

Clark apologized for stealing claiming he had a rough week getting laid off of work.  

However, officers also found a syringe needle with a white powder on it in Clark's 

pocket.  Clark then admitted using heroin earlier in the day.  

 

He was charged with Stealing, Trespassing, Destruction of Property (ripping off the 

merchandise wrappers) and  Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.     

  

Here is part of Clark's criminal arrest record that we could find.  

 

 

08/09/96    Driving While Revoked                                           St. Louis PD 

                   10/21/96 Pled Guilty 30 days jail     

12/03/96    Used Another Person's Driver's License                Highway Patrol 

                  Driving While Revoked 

                  Careless and Impudent Driving 

                  Speeding 20 MPH or more over limit 

                  3/19/97  sentenced to 7 days jail 

10/04/97    Driving While Revoked                                           Jefferson Co Sheriff  

12/17/97    Felony Stealing Over $500                                     Kirkwood PD 

                  12/18/98  Plead guilty sentenced to 5-years prison 

                   but immediately placed on 3-year probation term 

                  09/27/00  Probation revoked sentenced to prison 

03/13/98     Driving While Revoke                                             Highway Patrol 

04/02/98     Felony Possession of Controlled Substance          St. Louis CO PD 

                   12/18/98 pled guilty placed on probation 

                    09/27/00 Probation revoked sentenced to prison 
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03/17/99      Misdemeanor Stealing                                           Chesterfield PD 

                    03/01/2000 Pled guilty placed on probation 

                    09/27/00 Probation revoked sentence to 1-year jail 

05/11/00       Felony Possession of Controlled Substance         St. Louis CO PD 

                     09/14/00 Plead Guilty probation   

06/06/00       Passing Bad Check                                               Jefferson County 

                     11/30/01  Pled Guilty sentenced to1-year jail   

12/20/01       Tampering with Motor Vehicle                                Jefferson County 

                       04/09/02  Sentenced to 2-years prison, later reduced to time served 

03/15/11       Default Judgment $3,197 not satisfied St. Anthony's Medical 

04/03/15       2-Cts Felony Possession of Controlled Substance  Jefferson Co. Sheriff 

                     06/02/16 Guilty sentenced to 7-years prison 

04/29/15       DWI                                                                         Jefferson Co. Sheriff  

                     2-Cts Fel Possession of Controlled Substance           

                     06/02/16 Pled Guilty  180 days jail for DWI and 7 years prison on drug 

                      charges      

05/31/15       2nd Degree Burglary                                               Jefferson Co Sheriff 

                     06/02/16 Pled Guilty 7-years prison 

07/01/15        Stealing & Destruction of Property                          Arnold PD 

                      06/27/16 Pled Guilty 

11/20/15        Stealing (Shoplifting)                                               Chesterfield PD 

                      Trespassing 

                      Property Damage 

                      Poss of Drug Paraphernalia     

                      07/28/16  Pled Guilty sentenced 30 days in jail 

12/16/15       Driving While Revoked                                             O'Fallon PD 

                     07/21/16 fined $300 

05/31/16       Fail to Return Rental Property                                  St. Louis CO PD 

 

OUTCOME:   Clark was sentenced to seven years in the Missouri Department of 

Corrections on June 2, 2016 for a number of drug crimes and a burglary.  A month after 

being sentenced to prison he returned to St. Louis county and pled guilty to the 

Chesterfield charges.  He was sentenced to 30 days in jail. He was then given credit for 

time served during his first month in prison.  (This originally appeared in the October 17, 

2016 Ex Alderman Newsletter #247.)   

     

 

 

 

   


