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DRUNKS AND THIEVES 2018 Part 6 November 1, 2018 

 
 

By John Hoffmann 

 

CITIZEN REPORTS DRUNK DRIVER ON I-64 RESULTING IN FELONY DWI 

ARREST:  On January 18, 2015, a Saturday night into Sunday morning at 12:36 AM a 

motorist on westbound I-64 before I-270 was behind a drunk driver in a red Ford.  The 

drunk driver was swerving from lane to lane.  The motorist dialed 9-1-1 and reported 

what was happening.  

 

Town and Country Officer Hamel was dispatched to try and find the drunk and stop the 

car.  The witness had their car’s 4-way flashers on to make it easier for Officer Hamel to 

find them.  

 

Officer Hamel got the Ford stopped on I-64 at Timberlake Manor.  There the driver was 

identified as Rick O’Neal, 52, of 15821 Timber Valley Road Apt B in Chesterfield.  

O’Neal immediately appeared to be drunk to Officer Hamel.  This is from the police 

report. 

 

 
 

The reason O’Neal did not have a driver’s license was because it was revoked due to 

prior DWI convictions.   O’Neal refused to take a field breath test.  After he failed several 

other field sobriety tests he was arrested and transported to the Town and Country 

Police station.  There he refused to take the official breath test. 

 

O’Neal was cited for DWI Prior (one prior DWI), Driving with a Revoked License, 

Following too Closely and Improper Lane Use.  He was released on citations.  
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After his release it was determined that he actually had two prior DWI arrests and 

convictions.  

 

Officer Hamel then obtained a felony warrant against O’Neal for DWI. 

 

   Rick O’Neal   

 

OUTCOME: on December 7, 2017, almost 3-years after his arrest, O’Neal pled guilty to 

a reduced charge of misdemeanor DWI in Associate Circuit Court.  Judge Michael 

Burton sentenced him to six months in the County jail, but then immediately placed him 

on a SES probation term, with the conviction going on his record along with 12 points.  

 

8 ½-months earlier O’Neal pled guilty in Town and Country Municipal Court to Driving 

While Revoked.  The Lane Use and Follow Too Close citations were dismissed.  He 

placed on a 2-year SES (suspended execution of sentence) which meant 6 more points 

went on his license.  He was not fined.  

 

DRUGED DRIVER WITH NO RIGHT FRONT TIRE DRIVING 65 MPH ON 1-270:  

Creve Coeur, Frontenac and Town and Country police are all dispatched from the same 

dispatch center located in the Town and Country Police Headquarters. 

 

On Thursday May 26, 2016 the 9-1-1dispatch center began receiving calls of a reckless 

driver, driving on a flat tire on Olive Blvd. approaching Tempo in Creve Coeur.  One of 

the callers was following the car. 
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No Creve Coeur officers were in the area.  The witness following the woman driving the 

black 2007 Ford Fusion reported that it was now entering SB I-270 from Olive headed 

toward Town and Country.  

 

Town and Country Police Sgt. Walker left the police station as the latest location was 

put out by the dispatchers.  The Town and Country Police Station is on the I-270 service 

road.  Sgt. Walkder spotted the Ford with no right front tire driving on its rim doing about 

60 MPH with the witness following it with his 4-way flashers on.  

 

Sgt. Walker followed them on the service road and then entered onto I-270 at 

Manchester Road in the City of Des Peres.  He immediately tried to stop the Ford with 

lights and siren, but the woman driver continued going through Des Peres, into 

Kirkwood and finally into Sunset Hills before pulling over on I-270 at I-44. Upon pulling 

over the driver drove over a post with a plastic reflector on it to mark the edge of the 

shoulder. 

 

The driver was identified as Ashlyn C. Gravatte, 18, of Ballwin.  When asked why she 

had not stopped sooner she said she was looking for a good place to pull over.     

 

     
Ashlyn Gravatte 
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Town and Country Officer Hamel arrived and took over the case from Sgt. Walker. 

Gravatte was reported as being disoriented and confused. Her speech was reported as 

being incoherent at times. Once out of the car, both police officers had to hold her up to 

keep her from falling.  

 

This is from Officer Hamel’s police report: 

 

 
 

She failed the field sobriety tests, but a field alcohol test showed no signs of alcohol.  

Gravatte was arrested for DWI-D.  She was transported to the police station and agreed 

to have a blood draw. Prior to the blood draw at Mercy Hospital, Gravette admitted 

smoking some marijuana earlier and taking a Xanax. 

 

In an interview after being advised of her rights per the Miranda Ruling and waiving 

them she said thought it was May 23 (which was 3 days earlier) and that it was 1 or 2 

AM when it was in the 8 o’clock hour on May 26.  She said she last ate two days earlier 

and that she did not remember what she ate.  When asked what she had been doing 

she stated, “Hanging out with Caleb Hester.” At the time Hester was out on Bond for 2-

counts of Armed Robbery, burglary and armed criminal action with the Franklin County 

Circuit Court. 

 

The blood tests showed that Gravatte was under the influence of Alprazolam (Xanax). 

 

Here is the criminal record check on Caleb Hester, who Gravatte had been with prior to 

her arrest.  He was out on bond for four felonies including Armed Robbery and Burglary 

in unincorporated Manchester two months earlier and an assault charge in Ballwin eight 

days earlier.   

 

Caleb Hester: 

 

03/25/16       2 Counts Armed Robbery                                        St. Louis Co PD 

03/2516        Burglary & 1 ct Armed Criminal Action                     St. Louis Co PD  



5 

 

05/18/16        Assault  (Ballwin Muni Ct) 2-year SIS probation      Ballwin PD 

12/04/16        Moving Violation reduced to Illegal Parking $225     Ballwin PD 

11/09/16        Filing False Police Report  2-year SIS probation      Ballwin PD 

12/02/16         Improper Lane Use  $100 fine                                 Manchester PD 

12/02/16        Serious Moving Violation reduced to Illegal Parking Manchester PD 

 

    Caleb Hester 

 

Perhaps you recall that Hester was one of the Parkway Students that included Town 

and Country resident Matthew Petersen (son of lawyer father and physician mother) 

who committed an armed robbery of an apartment of two 19-year-old females to steal 

drugs. They used two AK-47 style assault rifles and a pistol. He pled guilty to the 

charges on 09/18/18 and was placed on a 5-year probation term.  

 

 OUTCOME:  On 10/17/17 Gravatte pled guilty before former Chesterfield city attorney, 

Rob Heggie, now a County Judge.  Despite being in a drugged condition and driving 

over 10 miles on the front rim of her car, Gravatte left the courthouse with no points on 

her license and no fine.  Heggie gave her an SIS probation term.   On 10/12/17 Gravette 

was arrested by Town and Country police officers for two-counts of Drug Possession.  

Those charges are pending.  

 

In the last year there have been SEVEN probation violations filed against Gravatte and 

Judge Heggie has yet to end the probation on the DWID case. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE DRUNK DRIVER SHOOTS VIDEO OF ARRESTING OFFICER 

THEN REFUSED TO TAKE BREATH TEST:  On Christmas Eve morning 12/24/17 at 

about 1:50 AM Town and Country Officer Fowle observed the driver of a black 2012 

Mercedes with Missouri license plates, weaving from lane to lane as the driver went 
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west on I-64 from I-270.  Officer Fowle got the Mercedes stopped after it exited onto the 

North Forty Outer Road.  

 

The driver, Michael Anthony Snider, 34, of Garland, Texas handed Officer Fowle both 

his license and a credit card.  Officer Fowle handed the credit card back to Snider who 

let it drop to the car’s floor.  Snider than accused Officer Fowle of intentionally dropping 

the card. At this point Snider began to video record Officer Fowle with his phone. 

 

Snider appeared to be drunk.  There was a strong smell of booze on his breath.  His 

eyes were glassy and bloodshot and his speech was confused.  He failed field sobriety 

tests and a field breath test showed he was drunk. 

 

 Michael Snider 

 

Snider was arrested and taken to the Town and Country Police Station.  There he 

refused to take an official breath test. 

 

He did agree to be interviewed at which time he stated that he didn’t know what day it 

was, despite if being Christmas Eve and he denied having been driving a car or having 

been drinking.  Here is a portion of the interview from the police report: 
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Snider was cited for Improper Lane Use (weaving) and DWI. 

 

OUTCOME:  On March 27, 2018 in Town and Country Municipal Court Snider pled 

guilty to both charges.  He was fined $225 for Improper Lane Use.  He was placed on a 

two-year No Fine, No-Points, No Record SIS probation for the DWI.  

 

VERY DRUNK WOMAN WHO HAD STOLEN A TRUCK WITH GUNS INSIDE 

PULLED INTO A DRIVEWAY ON WHEATFIELD FARMS ROAD AND TRIED TO 

SELL HOMEOWNER THE GUNS AND ASKED FOR HIM TO CALL HER CAB 

BECAUSE SHE IS TOO DRUNK TO DRIVE:  Gosh, you could have a Made-for-TV 

movie out of this one. 

 

On June 9, 2017 at 6:50 PM a homeowner in the Wheatfield Farms subdivision off of 

Mason Road noticed a truck in his driveway.  He went out to see why the truck was 

there.  The woman driver told him that she was too drunk to keep driving and asked if 

he would call her cab.  She then offered to sell him guns that were in the truck she was 

driving. 

 

The homeowner called the Town and Country Police and then took photos of the 

woman and the truck, a 2003 Chevrolet Tahoe with a “Jackson Custom Homes and 

Remodeling” logo on the side of the truck. 
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Officer Cook responded to the call and spotted the truck outside of the subdivision on 

the side of Mason Road.  He found the driver, Danielle Marie Foster lying in the grass 

to the side of the truck.  The following is from the police report: 

 

 
 

It was determined that the truck had been involved in an accident when it was backed 

into a mailbox in the Wheatfield Farms Subdivision. 

 

 
 

 

 

Foster then did what all good criminals should do.  She confessed again and again.  

This is from the police report: 
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Also recovered from the truck were two .22 rifles, a BB gun, a gun case and a laptop 

computer. 

 

This is from a portion of Foster’s interview with Officer Cook: 

 

 
Foster agreed to have a blood draw to determine her BAC level.  She was taken to 

Mercy Hospital.  The results of the test showed her BAC level to be .165% 

   
Here is her record that we could find: 

 

11/27/97      Speeding  fined $50   Lincoln County                       MO Highway Patrol 

07/10/08      Domestic Assault and Assault  90-days jail              St. Peters PD 

02/29/16      DWI/Accident                                                            Rice CO SO MN 

                    Felony Drug Possession 

                    Open Container in Veh 

04/26/16      Felony Drug Possession                                           Northfield, MN PD   

03/02/16      DWI                                                                           Floyd CO Iowa  

                   Open Container in Vehicle  

05/21/17      Burglary  5-years SES probation term                      O’Fallon PD 

06/09/17      Motor Veh Theft  120-days jail then 5-yrs probation St. Charles Co PD 
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06/09/17      DWI Felony Persistent  4-yrs jail but on SES 5-yr    Town and Country PD 

                    Probation 30-days shock jail 

                    Leaving the Scene of Accident  30-days jail 

 

Here is the list of active Warrants for the arrest of Foster in Minnesota: 

 

01/26/18  Fail to Appear Felony Drug Possession                          Rice County MN 

04/28/17  2-Counts Felony Check Forgery 1 ct Theft by Swindle   Rice County MN 

02/02/17   DWI and Felony Drug Possession                                 Rice County MN 

02/07/17  Driving While Revoked & No Proof of Ins.                       Rice County MN 

 

OUTCOME:  Foster pled guilty to the Felony DWI on 04/12/18. She was sentenced to 4-

years in prison, but immediately was placed on a 5-year SES probation term at the end 

of a 30-day shock jail sentence.  She is supervised by the Missouri Department of 

Probation and Parole.  She pled guilty to the Leaving the Scene of an Accident charge 

and was sentenced to 30-days jail. (Originally appeared in the July 8, 2018 edition of 

Newsletter #337)  

 

   

ALMOST 3-TIMES OVER THE LIMIT BALLWIN DRUNK DRIVER COMING HOME 

FROM A CASINO ALMOST CASHING OUT AGAINST A HIGHWAY WALL  James 

Warren, 30, of Raintree Court in Ballwin had been to the Hollywood Casino and was on 

his way home in his blue Dodge Durango pickup truck at about 3:38 AM on 

Thanksgiving morning November 23, 2017. 

 

Officer York of the Town and Country Police was stopped at the red light on SB 

Highway 141 and I-64 when he spotted the blue pickup truck ahead of him weaving 

from lane to lane.  As he followed the Dodge he observed it swerve from the shoulder 

across the lanes, almost hitting the concrete median wall.  This is from his report: 

  

  

 Once he got the Dodge stopped he identified that driver as James Warren and 

immediately noticed that he was drunk. 
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Warren claimed he had two beers earlier in the evening and three beers at the Casino, 

but he would change that to maybe 5 beers at the casino.  However his actions and 

later a breath test would show that Warren had apparently miss counted the number of 

beers he had.  

  

This is from the police report: 

 

 
    

Here is how Warren did on reciting the alphabet: 

 

  

This is just the condition most casinos hope the gamblers are in.     
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 Officer York arrested Warren.  Once at the police station Warren agreed to take a 

breath test.  On his first two tries Warren could not blow hard enough to give the breath 

analyzer instrument enough breath to analyze.  But the third try was successful and 

showed Warren’s BAC level to be .222%. 

 

Warren was released on citations to a sober driver. 

 

OUTCOME:  When I was a cop and lived in Kansas City, my wife and I would often 

drive late at night on Thanksgiving morning or Christmas Eve depending on my work 

schedule to come to St. Louis and spend the holidays with my parents.  So I know the 

fact that was Warren was on the road at 3:30 in the morning driving drunk could easily 

crash into people coming home for the holidays. This fact did not seem to impress Town 

and Country Judge Andrea Niehoff. 

 

Having a Blood Alcohol level of almost 3-times the legal limit (.08%) at .222% did not 

keep Warren from getting a deal.  He showed up with a St. Louis County based defense 

lawyer.  Upon his guilty plea he was given a No-Fine, No-Points, No-Record SIS 

probation for DWI.  He also pled guilty to Improper Lane Use and was fined $225.         

 

DRUNK DRIVER CAN’T DRIVE STRAIGHT WHEN PASSING A POLICE OFFICER:  

On a very early Tuesday morning August 8, 2017 at about 1 AM Town and Country 

Officer Yaakub was on the shoulder of I-270 north between I-64 and Ladue Road.  He 

had been assisting a tractor trailer driver with a flat tire.  While on the shoulder his 

flashing lights were operating. 

 

As he was getting ready to leave he noticed a tan Nissan Altima drive by weaving from 

lane to lane. Officer Yaakub pulled out and began to follow the Nissan on I-270.  

Although he was out of the City Limits of Town and County Officer Yaakub can still 

enforce State Law. 

 

Officer Yaakub continue to follow the car waiting to see if the driver began driving 

straight and no longer was weaving.  It did not happen.  He stopped the car on I-270 

near Page. 

 

The driver, Kelvin Edward Ward, 26, of Florissant, said he was going home from a 

friend’s house in Kirkwood. He appeared to be intoxicated with bloodshot eyes, slurred 

speech and balance issues when standing and walking.  

 

When asked if he anything to drink Ward, responded, “Not really.”  But Officer Yaakub 

spied an empty bottle of Jack Daniels. Ward at first continue to deny not drinking 
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despite have booze on his breath and bloodshot eyes.  When asked if he would take a 

portable breath test would it not show any alcohol in his system.  He replied, “Maybe.” 

 

At the police station Ward agreed to take an official breath test.  The test showed his 

BAC level to be .117%  Since Officer Yaakub never saw Ward driving in Town and 

Country, two citations were issued into State Court, one for DWI and the other for 

Improper Lane Use.  

 

OUTCOME:   

 

Ward had a minor prior record including: 

 

06/27/12   Driving Revoke/No Insurance PG  3 Days Jail              MO Highway Patrol 

 

On 05/15/18 he pled guilty before former Chesterfield City Attorney Rob Heggie, now an 

Associate Circuit Judge.  On the DWI charge he was given a No-Record, No-Fine, No-

Points 2-year probation.  On the Improper Lane Use charge he was fined $75.    

 

SPEEDER WITHOUT AN ATTORNEY GETS HAMMERED:  We have documented 

cases of speeders doing over 30 MPH in excess of the speed limit and get off with no 

points having the charge either reduce to Illegal Parking or getting a “NO-RECORD, 

NO-FINE, NO-POINTS SIS probation.  But that only happens when the defendant 

shows up with a local lawyer.  If they don’t have a lawyer they get hammered by Judge 

Niehoff.   

 

That was the case with Bryant Wright, 26, who lives in an apartment in St. Ann. 

 

Wright was cited by Cpl. Yaakub on 11/11/17 at 4:40PM on I-270 at Clayton Road doing 

84 in a 60 zone.  
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 OUTCOME:       Wright pled guilty to both charges a month later.  Without an attorney 

he was fined $219 for the Speeding with the points going on his driving records.              

 

The Other Charge of No Operator’s License On Person was reduced to “Illegal Parking” 

with a $52 fine. 

 

DRUNK DRIVER ALMOST HITS POLICE CAR:  On Thursday night into Friday 

morning on June 1, 2017  Kier Verhoff,  20, of South County was driving a blue 2012 

Chevy Cruze.  Town and Country Officer Fowle was east bound on the North Forty 

Outer Road. He observed the Chevy speeding.  He entered the roundabout on North 

Forty Outer Road.  Being in the traffic circle Officer Fowler had right of way. However 

the driver of Chevy entered the traffic circle and pulled directly into of Officer Fowle’s 

patrol car causing him to slam on the brakes.  
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He stopped Verhoff  who stated, “I’m sorry, My bad.”  Officer Fowle noticed Verhoff’s 

eyes were bloodshot, his speed was slurred and his breath smelled of booze.  Verhoff 

at first denied having anything to drink. 

 

Officer Fowle then got Verhoff out of the car and noticed that his pants were unbuttoned 

and unzipped.  At this point Verhoff stated he had one margarita.  

 

During field sobriety tests Verhoff was asked to recite the alphabet from J-to-W.  He 

stated “J.”  He then said, “I’m really bad with the alphabet.”  He then quit. 

 

A field breath was administered and showed the Verhoff was drunk. He was arrested. 

 

At the police station Verhoff’s one margarita went to 2 ½. He took the official breath test 

and it showed his BAC level to be at .146%. 

 

At the time of his arrest Verhoff was a student at St. Louis University High School.  He is 

now attending Marquette University. 

 

OUTCOME:  On March 1, 2018 Verhoff  pled guilty before Associate Circuit Judge Rob 

Heggie.  He was placed on a 2-year No-Finie, No-Points, No-Record two year probation 

for the DWI.  He was   fined $75 for Failure to Yield to Officer Fowle in the traffic circle.  

He got 2-points on his record. 
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He appealed the suspension of his drivers’ license for testing .146%  and lost on March 

28, 2018.  

 

TWO BAR DISTURBANCES RESULTS IN TWO DWI ARRESTS OF SAME MAN IN 

TWO WEEKS   The Town and Country Police were not first alerted to Mohammed 

Almutairi being a drunk driver by seeing him weave on the road or being caught 

speeding on radar.  Twice they were clued in by calls from bars about Almutairi. 

 

DRUNK GIVEN RIDE HOME BY POLICE FROM PARKED CAR BEHIND BAR, ONLY 

TO RETURN TO GET CAR:  The first time was on Wednesday night/Thursday morning 

March 2, 2017 at 1:43 AM Town and Country Police were dispatched to Dave’s Famous 

Bar. (The only thing Dave’s is actually famous for is the amount of cigarette smoke you 

get hit with when walking through the door. It’s a classy place, see the below photos) 

      

   
 

The bartender called saying that a person who they quit serving and asked to leave had 

driven around to the back of the bar and parked.  The bartender said she was afraid he 

was waiting for her. You really have to be screwed up to have someone at Dave’s call 

the cops on you. 

 

When the police arrived they found Almutairi, 35, who resides at the nearby Willow 

Bend Park apartments off of Woods Mill Road.  He was seated behind the wheel of his 

Lexus, which was not running.  The ignition key was on the passenger seat.  

 

Almutairi told Officer Pflueger that he was waiting for “a friend” who worked in the bar. 

While another officer kept an eye on Almutairi, Pflueger went into the bar and confirmed 

no one knew Almutairi nor were they planning on meeting with him. 
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It was clear that Almutairi was very intoxicated, but the police had not seen him actually 

drive, so Officer Pflueger had Almutairi lock up the Lexus and he then gave him a ride 

back to his apartment.  Officer Pflueger warned him to wait until he was sober before 

getting his car. Almutairi either was not listening or paying attention.  

 

At 2:38 AM the female bartender called the police again.  She reported that Almutairi 

was back at his car, she was afraid to go outside and she requested an escort to her 

car. 

 

As Officer Pflueger responded back to the bar, he observed Almutairi driving the black 

Lexus south on Woods Mill Road back toward his apartment.  Officer Pflueger then 

stopped Almutairi when he failed to signal a right turn into the apartment complex. 

 

Almutairi was still intoxicated.  He had urinated in his pants. He failed all the usual field 

sobriety tests and was arrested.  At the station Officer Pflueger called the AT&T 

Language Line for an Arabic translator.  He then explained the Missouri Implied 

Consent Law to Almutairi who said he understood and agreed to take a breath test.  

The results show his BAC level to be .185%.   

   
 

Later Almutairi told Officer Pflueger he did not need a translator for his rights per the 

Miranda Ruling. When asked what he was doing for the last three hours, he stated that 

he was in “class.”  He said he didn’t understand when asked if he had been driving a 

vehicle and denied having anything to drink. 

 

THE SECOND ARREST:     THE SECOND VERSE IS SAME AS THE FIRST, JUST 

AT A DIFFERENT BAR.  On the night of Thursday March 16 into the morning of Friday 

March 17, 2017 Almutairi was back drinking this time at a different bar.  He was at the 

Country Club bar in the Lamp and Lantern Center.  Almutairi’s apartment is halfway 

between the Country Club Bar to the south and Dave’s to the north.  
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Employees at the Country Club bar called Town and Country Police saying a drunk 

person who had causing a disturbance had left, but they were afraid he would come 

back.  The same officers were on duty from 15 days earlier.  

 

Cpl. Fowle observed Almutairi staggering as he walked across the parking lot.  After 

Almutairi was stopped, Officer Doll went into the Country Club and the management told 

Officer Doll that Almutairi was banned from coming back to the Country Club due to the 

scene he had caused earlier. 

 

Cpl. Fowle then placed Almutairi in his police car to give him a ride home.  He advised 

him that if he returned to the Country Club Bar he would be arrested for trespassing.  

He was also told not to come back to get his car until he was sober.   

 

Did he pay attention this time?  NO! 

 

At 2:33 AM Officer Pflueger was driving through the Lamp and Lantern Village Center 

when he saw Almutairi in the drive-through at the McDonalds located in the shopping 

center.  He also observed that Almutairi was driving.  Officer Pflueger again pulled over 

Almutairi after he turned into the apartment complex. 

 

Officer Pflueger immediately noticed that Almutairi was still drunk. Almutairi told him, 

“I’m home. I’m okay.”  He wasn’t. 
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He failed field sobriety tests and refused to take a field breath test.  He was arrested 

and at the police station an AT&T translator was called. Almutairi was advised of the 

Missouri Implied Consent Law in English and Arabicand agreed to take a breath test.  

This time the BAC results were .138%.  Almutairi again said he did not need a translator 

for the Miranda Warning and he refused to answer any question.  

 

He wasn’t done with the Town and Country Police yet.  On May 12, he was cited for 

speeding 36 in a 20 mph on the cut through street from Mason Road to Clayton Road, 

Mason Ridge. 

 

 On July 29, 2017 he was arrested for Driving While License Revoked when he was 

stopped on Woods Mill Road and Clayton Road.. 
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OUTCOMES:    His lawyer, Nedim Ramic, removed the cases from Town and Country 

to the St. Louis County Circuit Court.  They remain Municipal cases prosecuted by city 

prosecutor, Ed Sluys, they are just heard by a different judge.  

 

On February 22, 2018 Almutairi pled guilty to the two DWI charges, Speeding and 

Driving on a Revoked License. Judge Mary Ott fined him $500 for the first DWI.  She 

sentenced him to 90 Days in jail for the second DWI, but then placed him on a 2-year 

SES probation term which meant the DWI will be on his public record.  He was fined 

$73.50 for Speeding and $200 for Driving While Revoked. 

 

   

 

     

 

       

 

 


