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DRUNKS AND THIEVES 2021 PART 10   

November 23, 2021 

By John Hoffmann 

 

 

DRIVER THREE TIMES LEGAL LIMIT WHO PISSED IN HIS PANTS WHILE TAKING 

A FIELD BREATH TEST LEAVES THE TOWN AND COUNTRY COURT ROOM WITH 

NO POINTS AT ALL AND NO FINE FOR DWI.  It was Sunday September 27, 2020 

just after 6:30pm when the Missouri Highway Patrol dispatched for officers east of 

Chesterfield to be on the lookout for a drunk driver in a red Jeep. 

 

Town and Country Police Cpl. Jordan Fowle positioned his fully marked patrol car on 

EB I-64 at Mason Road.  Cpl. Fowle saw the Jeep drive by with several cars following it 

as drivers waved out of their windows pointing to the Jeep. 

 

   Cpl. Jordan Fowle 

 

The Jeep was weaving from lane to lane.  Then the driver got into  the NB I-270 exit 

without signaling, but he suddenly swerved to the right to the SB exit lane. The driver 

then slowed to 20MPH. 

 

That was enough for Cpl. Fowle to see. He fired up the flashing lights to pull the jeep 

over, but the driver sped up and did not pull over until he almost reached Manchester 

Road. 

 

He contacted the driver, 64-year-old Joseph Randall of O’Fallon, Missouri who was 

headed home to St. Charles County after spending the afternoon target shooting with 

friends on an Illinois farm. (Nothing better than firearms and booze!)  The only problem 

was he was driving east toward Illinois and away from O’Fallon. 

 

Cpl. Fowle described Randall’s overall condition in his report.  
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In the early contact with Cpl. Fowle, Randall thought he was almost home and they 

were on Hwy K near O’Fallon in St. Charles County and not on a busy eight lane 

Interstate Highway.  

 

Cpl. Fowle notice an open can of beer in the console.  When he got Randall out for field 

sobriety tests things got interesting.  This is from the police report: 
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Of course Randall was arrested.  At the police station he agreed to take the “official” 

breath test. That showed his BAC level was dropping.  He tested .218%. 
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After badly falling both breath tests and the field sobriety tests Randall said in an 

interview that he did not consider himself intoxicated.  He also stated the date was 

September 25 and not September 27th. 

 

 
 

Randall was cited for DWI, Improper Lane Use (weaving) and Open Container of 

Alcoholic Beverage while Driving.  

  
Joseph L. Randall                               Randall’s eyes        

 

OUTCOME:  Randall hired former Ast. County Prosecutor and well known DWI defense 

attorney Tim Devereux.  Randall had no prior record. But that said, he was so drunk 

multiple drivers were calling the Highway Patrol to report him, he was weaving and 

slowing to 20 mph on an Interstate highway, he did not know where he was or the date, 



5 
 

pissed in his pants, plus he tested 3-times over the legal limit.  Apparently City 

Prosecutor Keith Cheung and Judge Andrea Niehoff thought he had not poised a clear 

danger to the public. 

 

On April 16, 2021 Randall pled guilty to DWI and was placed on a 2-year SIS “No-

Points, No-Fine, No Permanent Public Record” probation term.  

 

Instead of pleading guilty to Improper Lane Usage and at least getting two points, the 

charge was reduced to Illegal Parking.  Randall pled guilty to something he didn’t do, a 

Parking Violation, and was fined $191.50. 

 

As far as the Open Container Charge, that was amended to a non-traffic offense of 

Littering. Randall pled guilty and was fined $66.50.        

___________________________________________________________________ 

  

DRIVER FOLLOWED CAR THAT HIT HIM ON I-64 BEFORE TIMBERLAKE 

PARKWAY TO CHESTERFIELD VALLEY.  OFFICER FINDS HIT & RUN DRIVER ON 

HIS KNEES WITH HIS HANDS UNDER THE FRONT SEAT.  On Wednesday January 

22, 2020 just after 9PM Charles Johnson of Pocahontas, Arkansas was driving his Ford 

truck in Lane #2 of Westbound I-64 having just entered Chesterfield from Town and 

Country. 

 

This is when Austin Lee of Wildwood, driving a Toyota RAV4 decided to pass Johnson 

in Lane 1 (the fast lane).  However, Lee didn’t quite actually pass Johnson.  He almost 

did when he whipped his Toyota back into Lane #2 hitting the left front of Johnson’s 

Ford with the right rear of his RAV4. 

 

   
 

After impact Lee did not slow down or attempt to pull over.  Johnson followed and also 

dialed 9-1-1.  
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Lee drove several miles and finally exited at Boone’s Crossing, then drove to 

Chesterfield Airport Road between a Steak n Shake and a Raising Cane’s fast food 

restaurants.   

 

Officer Devin Holroyd arrived at the scene of the two vehicles to find Austin Lee out of 

his RAV4 on his knees putting something under the front seat.  This is from his police 

report: 

 

 
 

During a field sobriety test Lee could not keep his eyes open. He also could not keep 

his balance, walk in a straight line and slurred his words while speaking, however there 

was no odor of booze on Lee and in the car.   

 

A pat down of Lee reveal a bag of marijuana and a glass smoking pipe.  In the car white 

pills were found along with a rolled up dollar bill with white powder on it. 

 

Lee kept saying how he was not involved in a crash but admitting hearing a noise.  

 

He was arrested and taken to St. Luke’s Hospital where he consented to a blood draw 

rather than forcing Officer Holroyd to get a Warrant from an “on-call” judge. 

 

The blood samples were later tested.  The results showed the following in Lee’s system: 
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  2016 

Lee’s address changed from his parents’ house in Wildwood to the Centerpointe Drug 

Rehab Hospital in St. Charles in 2020.  

 

Austin Michael Lee  

 

05/18/20   Delivery of Illegal Drugs  Pending                                St. Louis Co PD 

05/10/20   Moving Vio reduced to Illegal Parking $191 fine   No Co Muni Police Co-op  

04/06/20   Leaving Scene of Accident  Pending                           Velda Village PD 

01/22/20   DWID, Poss of Marijuana, Poss Drug Para                 Chesterfield PD 

 

CHESTERFIELD OUTCOME:  Despite being high on drugs, hitting another vehicle on I-

64 and not stopping, being arrested for another Leaving the Scene of an Accident crash 

in North St. Louis County and then being arrested for drug dealing, Lee was eligible for 

a great deal from the Chesterfield prosecutor, Tim Engelmeyer and Judge Rick Brunk. 

 

On October 29, 2020 the marijuana charge and drug paraphernalia charge were 

dropped.  The DWID was reduced to a Health Code Violation with a $270 fine.  So a 

person driving high on drugs who hits another vehicle on I-64 and doesn’t pull over 

leaves Chesterfield Municipal Court with no points on his driving record.   



8 
 

CHESTERFIELD HABITUAL TEENAGE CAR THIEF IS CHARGED AND CHARGED 

AND CHARGED SOME MORE: Larry Knobel is the divorced father of Brandon Lynn 

Knobel.  Larry lives on Greenleaf Valley Drive off of Schoettler Road. 

 

In 2019 his son Brandon lived with his mother, Joyann Steinhaeufel, on Forestvale 

Drive off of Woods Mill Road near Parkway Central High School. In the spring of 2019 

Brandon was stealing cars from his parents’ houses and stores in Chesterfield at will.    

 

Here is a breakdown: 

 

Monday February 5, 2019:  Markell Cortez Williams, 24, resides at Larry Knobel’s 

house at 14919 Greenleaf Valley Drive in Chesterfield.  Brandon Knobel, 17, split time 

between his mother’s house on Forestvale and dad’s abode on Greenleaf Valley.  

 

At about 4:30pm Williams discovered his 2007 Kia had just been stolen by 17-year-old 

Brandon Knobel.  He waited 10 minutes (probably hoping Brandon would bring the car 

right back) before calling the Chesterfield Police at 4:40pm to report the auto theft. 

 

Williams said Brandon had taken his car keys out of his bedroom. The car was entered 

into the police computer system as “Stolen” and Brandon was entered as a “Wanted 

Subject for Auto Theft.”  Brandon did not have a drivers’ license. 

 

Later that day Brandon’s mother reported she had a phone call from an adult former 

“foster daughter” who lives in St. Louis saying Brandon was just at her house, but she 

would not let him in.  

 

Nine hours after stealing Williams’ car Brandon showed up at the house on Greenleaf 

Valley at 1:30 in the morning knocking on the door.  It was raining outside and Brandon 

was soaked.  

 

Brandon refused to talk to police. He was arrested and taken to the Chesterfield Police 

station and placed in a cell.  However, he talked to Williams and his father claiming he 

took a bus home from a Metro station.  The only problem was bus service had stopped 

two hours earlier.   

 

A check of the subdivision found the car two blocks away.  The engine was still warm 

and the road under the car was wet, indicating Brandon had just parked the car and 

walked home without enjoying a bus ride. 

 

At 1:30 in the afternoon on February 6 while still locked up at the Chesterfield PD 

Brandon agreed to be interviewed. Here is his confession to stealing the car: 
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OUTCOME:  On 12/18/20 Knobel pled guilty to the Auto Theft and he was placed on a 

3-year SIS “No Jail, No Fine, No Permanent Record” probation term.  3 Probation 

Violation Warrants have been filed.  His probation was revoked.. 

 

Thursday FEBRUARY 14, 2019   On Valentine’s Day 2019 at abut 1:30pm Chesterfield 

Police Officer Lewis received a call of a stolen Ford 150 pickup truck from the rear of 

the St. Louis Bread Co. The victim (name redacted) said he parked his Silver 2009 Ford 

F-150 pickup truck behind the St. Louis Bread Company Store at 100 Four Season 

Shopping Center.  He parked next to his work truck, got into the work truck and left.  His 

Ford F-150 was left unlocked with an ignition key in the center console.  

 

He said he returned at 1:30pm and his truck was gone.  

 

At 1:17pm on 2/14/19 the stolen truck was involved in a hit and run crash in University 

City at the Dollar Tree Store on Olive Blvd. 
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The next day at 9:40 in the morning Officer McWilliams was driving a mark police car on 

SB Woods Mill Road when he saw Brandon Knobel walking south,  After passing 

Knobel Officer McWilliams saw Knobel ran across the divided highway to the NB side. 

 

Officer McWilliams was unable to immediately locate Knobel.  While checking the area 

he spotted the stolen pickup truck on the parking lot of the St. Louis Chinese Church 

with Knobel behind the wheel.  Knobel was driving off the parking lot and Officer 

McWilliams attempted to stop the truck, but Knobel would not pull over. 

 
St. Louis Chinese Church 

 

Chesterfield officers do not pursue stolen vehicles for safety reasons.  Officer 

McWilliams after stopping an attempt to pull the truck over continued to check the area. 

He found the truck being parked by Knobel on Forestlac Drive near Pavilion Drive.  

Knobel got out and ran. 

 

A perimeter was set up and Knobel was not found. He has friends in North St. Louis 

County. 

 

On Saturday morning February 16 Brandon was arrested by the St. Ann Police as a 

Fugitive from Chesterfield.  He was picked up around 6am and back at the Chesterfield 

Police Station at 6:45.  After booking he refused to make any statement about stealing 

the truck.  

 

OUTCOME: On 12/18/20 Knobel pled guilty to Tampering with an Auto in Circuit Court.  

He was placed on a 3-year SIS probation term.  Several Probation violation cases have 

been filed and probation was revoked. He was made to serve a 120-day shock prison 

term.    
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Tuesday February 26, 2019:  at 9:00PM Regina Williams parked her 2011 Kia Optima 

in a Handicap parking space in front of the Walgreens on Chesterfield Parkway East 

(near Olive)/  She exited the store at 9:08pm and the car was gone.   

 

Williams said she did not leave the car running, but her keys must have fallen out of her 

pocket when she got out of the car.  She had left a purse in the car with credit cards and 

debit cards.  She had just purchased the car two weeks earlier.  

 

The car had been stolen by Brandon Knobel.  Three hours after stealing the car, Knobel 

made the mistake of driving to St. Ann.  The St. Ann Police are known for their ability to 

find stolen cars and to chase down the drivers.   

 

A short time before midnight that is exactly what happened.  Knobel tried to outrun the 

St. Ann Police in the car and then on foot.  He lost both times and was arrested along 

with a friend who was a passenger in the car.  

 

Knobel had confessed to a St. Ann Police Officer that he had stolen the car from the 

Walgreens in Chesterfield. However, when Chesterfield officers arrived at the St. Ann 

Police station an hour later Knobel was refusing to talk. 

 

A check of the car showed that Knobel used Ms. Williams debit card for $8.69 at a 

Taco-Bell in Florissant. 

 

OUTCOME:    You and I paid for Knobel’s lawyer, a County public defender. On 

12/18/20, almost 22 months after stealing the car, Knobel pled guilty in Circuit Court in 

Clayton.  He was placed on a 3-year SIS probation term. Probation violation warrants 

have been filed against Knobel and his probation was revoked and he was given 120-

day shock prison sentence.  

 

Monday March 25, 2019:  Markell Williams who lives at Larry Knobel’s house on 

Greenleaf Valley Drive and owns a red 2007 Kia.  Williams was asleep in a second floor 

bedroom.  The keys to his car where on a nightstand next to the bed. 

 

At about  11pm on Sunday March 24, Jaquell Mitchell-Cook who lives at the Larry 

Knobel house was standing outside of an open garage door smoking a cigarette when 

he saw Brandon and another male enter the house through the garage.  This apparently 

was not unusual, as Brandon stayed part time at his father’s house..  

 

Mitchell-Cook went into the house to go to bed.  After midnight he heard car doors slam 

and looked outside to see Williams’ car running and then be driven off.  He checked and 
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Williams was in bed so he went and informed Larry Knobel that Brandon had just stolen 

the car AGAIN.  He had stolen the car on February 5, 2019. 

 

Larry went and confirmed that Williams’ car was gone.  He then contacted his ex-wife 

Joyann who texted Brandon several times but got no reply.  After 5am he woke up 

Williams and the police were called. 

 

On Tuesday March 26 after midnight the stolen Kia was wrecked on Hwy 141 and 13th 

Street in Jefferson County.  Four males fled the scene on foot and were not arrested. 

 

An arrest warrant for Auto Theft was issued by the County Prosecutor with Brandon not 

being in custody.   

 

Brandon Knobel was not actually arraigned before a judge on this case until July 3. 

 

OUTCOME:  On 12/18/20 Brandon pled guilty.  He was originally placed on a 3-year 

SIS (No Permanent Record) Probation term.  However since his sentencing there have 

been three probation violation warrants issued. Probation was revoked and he was 

sentenced to a 120-day shock prison sentence. 

 

       
03/03/21                          05/08/20                 02/2019                   02/2019 

 

   
06/19/19                     03/01/19 

 

KNOBEL’S ARREST RECORD: 
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03/03/21   Probation Violation                                                          St. Louis CO 

05/01/20   Property Damage    Pending                                           Town & Country PD 

12/13/19   Escape Custody   Pending                                              Clayton PD 

04/04/19   Fel Tampering with Mtr Veh  Guilty 7-year SES Prob     Arnold PD 

                 Fel Resisting Arrest  Guilty  5-yrs jail SES Probation 

                 Driving Wrong Side Divided Highway 120 days SES 

02/28/19   Auto Theft (Charges filed on 2/26/19 theft)                    Chesterfield PD 

02/26/19   Tampering With Auto (Driving Stolen car)                      St. Ann PD 

02/20/19   Stealing                                                                           Chesterfield PD 

02/19/19   Felony Stealing PG 12/18/20 SES Probation                 Chesterfield PD 

02/14/19    Tampering With Auto                                                     Chesterfield PD 

02/05/19    Auto Theft                                                                      Chesterfield PD  

02/04/19    Property  Damage                                                         Chesterfield PD 

02/03/19    Stealing, Give False Identification   Pending                 Des Peres DPS 

 

All felony probation terms were revoked on 08/13/21 and Knobel was sentenced to a 

120 days shock Prison sentence.    

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

DRUNK DRIVER FROM CRYSTAL LAKE PARK DRIVES INTO THE PHELIM 

O’TOOLE BUILDING AS HE IS IN MIDLIFE CRISIS IN HIS NEW DODGE CHARGER: 

Russell Keith McMillan, 63, formerly of Ridge Crest in Chesterfield and recently a new 

resident in Crystal Lake Park, a town of small houses off of Bopp Road. 

 

McMillan, in his 60’s had just bought a high-performance Dodge Charger. Which was 

not unusual as he formerly owned the following vehicles according to tax records:  

 

Mercedes Benz 

Ford Mustang 

Hummer 

BMW 

Harley Davidson motorcycle  

 

 On Thursday November 1, 2018 at about 7:40pm McMillian was almost home.  He was 

on EB Clayton Road a block and a half block away from turning right onto Bopp Road.  

That is when he suddenly accelerated his new Charger, lost control, crossed the 

westbound lane of Clayton and drove into the Phelim O’Toole Realty Company brick 

building (one of the older buildings in Town and Country).   

 

He would later tell Officer Katie Exline this from the police report: 
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Before 

       
After 
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McMillan had the odor of booze on his breath and admitted have a “couple of drinks” at 

his office. He didn’t do too well on field sobriety tests, but of course he had just driven 

into a brick wall.  
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These were Officer Exline’s observations of McMillan’s condition: 

 

 
 

A field breath test show McMillan’s BAC level to be .102%. 

 
 

He was arrested and taken to the T&C Police Station where he agreed to take an 

“official” breath test.  Over time his BAC level was dropping, but not dropping fast 

enough.  He tested at .082% just above the illegal limit of .08%. 

 

In an interview at the station he admitted that he considered himself intoxicated.  

 

McMillan was charged with DWI and Improper Lane Use. 
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Russell McMillan                       McMillan’s eyes 

 

 

OUTCOME:  McMillan hired Travis Nobel, a well known DWI defense attorney that 

many city prosecutors and judges are intimidated by.  Nobel dragged this case out for 

27 months.  However, he was faced with some damning evidence and Officer Exline 

who not only writes excellent police reports, but also provides strong testimony from the 

witness stand. 

 

    Officer Exline 

 

On March 31, 2021 Officer Exline was healthy and had not died of COVID-19 so Travis 

Nobel and McMillan finally ended this.  McMillan pled guilty to DWI and Judge Andrea 

Niehoff placed McMillan on a 2-year  SIS “No-Points, No-Fine, No Permanent Record” 

probation term.  He was assessed $210.50 in costs. 
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McMillan also pled guilty to the Improper Lane Use charge and was fined $225 and 

should get points on his drivers’ license.  

 

McMillan’s license was suspended due to the DWI arrest.  Noble kept continuing the 

appeal of the suspension. However, the case was finally heard in St. Louis County 

Circuit Court by a hearing officer on 11/21/19.  Officer Exline appeared, testified  and 

the drivers’ license suspension was upheld and went into effect one year and 3-weeks 

after the event.  

 

 
 

Travis Nobel doesn’t lose many of these, but he lost this one. 

 

Much of this appeared in Newsletter 355 on 11/11/18.  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

This appeared in Newsletter 371 on March 3, 2019 when the building was hit again:  
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_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

AST. MANAGER OF PHILLIPS 66 GAS STATION/CAR WASH AND STORE STOLE 

OVER $20,000 WHILE THE OWNER WAS ON VACATION. While the building and 

property is owned by Phillips 66 the franchise to operate the West County Phillips 66 

gas station and convenience store is owned by Rick Grosz of Chesterfield.   

 

 
 

Grosz told Det. Sgt. McNutt of the Town and Country Police that he was out of town on 

vacation from February 11, 2020 and returned to work on Feb. 25.  He left Ast. Manager 

Sandra Rose a 20-year employee in charge. 

 

Grosz stated that when he returned he was immediately contacted by Rose who 

confessed she had stolen $20,000 that should have been deposited in the convenience 

store’s bank account.  (exact amount was $20,766 in cash)  

 

Grosz said Rose told him that she was partners in a sign company and they needed the 

money. Grosz said Rose had asked for loans in the past which he gave her.  But in this 

case he immediately terminated her.  He continued that he wanted prosecution. 
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Det. Sgt. McNutt contacted Rose, 62, of Ballwin and she came to the Town and Country 

Police Station. 

 

She confessed, saying she was partners with a Eric Sutton in a company named 

ESLED Lighting (Sgt. McNutt could not find that the company existed).  She said they 

needed they money for a sign job that never happened.  

 

She provided a written confession and was released pending the filing of charges. 

 

Felony theft charges were filed on April 9.   

 

    Sandra Jeanne Rose   

 

03/03/20   Felony Stealing                                                           Town & Country PD 

02/23/97  Trafficking in Drugs, 2-cts Poss of Drug Guilty 5-yr     St. Louis Co PD 

                 SES Probation term  

 

OUTCOME:  On March 4, 2021 Rose appeared in court and provided proof that she 

had made $20,840 in restitution to the Cincinnati Insurance Co. and $500 to Grosz for 

the insurance deductible.  She then pled guilty to Felony Stealing.  Judge Albus then 

placed her on a 3-year SIS “No-fine, No-Prison, No-permanent record” probation term.  

____________________________________________________________________ 

UNDER THE WATCHFUL EYE OF STORE SECURITY THIEF SCANS $100 WORTH 

OF ITEMS BUT LEAVES WAL MART WITHOUT SCANNING 97 OTHER ITEMS 

WORTH $846.58.  On Friday January 3, 2020 at about 7:50PM the assistant manager 
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of the Wal Mart store in Chesterfield Valley called the store security department an 

reported a woman with a cart full of items had entered the jewelry department and 

removed several items from her car.  

 

Security then watched the shopper, later ID’ed as Sasha King, 31, of High Ridge, MO, 

go to the grocery self-check out registered.  It was there that shea few items, but did not 

scan many more that she bagged.   

 

Store Security called the Chesterfield Police Special Enforcement directly.  It had been 

a slow night and four officers responded.  One went to the security office. Three other 

officers were outside the Wal Mart grocery store doors to welcome King when she 

exited the store. 

 

She did so and agreed to go with store security back to their office.  She was asked if 

she had scanned everything in her shopping cart and paid for it.  She said that she had 

adding, “Unless the scanner didn’t scan it.  That has happened to me before.”  

 

A check of the items King left the store with 97 items totaling $846.58 were not 

scanned. 

 

She was arrested for felony theft.  After being booking and processed at the police 

station she was released pending warrants being issued. 

 

On March 14th 2020 a Felony Stealing Warrant was issued against King by the County 

prosecutor’s office. 

   Sasha King 

 



22 
 

02/20/20   Stealing  3/16/21 PG 2-yr SIS Probation term                 Jefferson Co SO 

01/03/20   Felony Stealing  (see outcome below)                             Chesterfield PD 

05/29/09   Criminal Off amended to non-criminal Littering $300 fine Jefferson Co SO   

 

OUTCOME:  On 03/12/21 King pled guilty and was placed on a 3-year SIS (No-Fine, 

No-Jail and No Permanent Record) supervised Probation term.   

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE STANDARD DWI CASE, DRIVER WEAVING, FAILED SOBRIETY TESTS, 

TAKES BREATH TEST THAT SHOWS HE IS INTOXICATED,GOES TO COURT AND 

GETS A NO-FINE, NO-POINTS PROBATION.  It was after midnight on Friday night 

into Saturday morning.  It was 12:11AM on February 22, 2020.  Town and Country 

Officer Dustin York was west on I-64 from I-270 when he noticed the car in front of him 

(2003 Chevy Impala) was weaving from lane to lane. 

 

      Officer York 

 

The weaving got worse and Officer York stopped the car on I-64 at Mason Road.  He 

contacted the driver, Charles Robert Williams, Jr. 55, of North County, who said the 

reason for weaving was that he was checking a GPS as he was on his way to meet 

some friends.  

 

Officer York described Williams’ apparent overall condition in his report: 
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Williams said he had a couple Margaritas while listening to a band at a bar off I-170 

near Olive. He failed a number of field sobriety tests and then refused to take a field 

breath test, leading to his arrest. 

 

At the police station he agreed to take the official Breath Test.  That showed he was 

drunk with a BAC level of .122% 

 
 

In an interview at the police station Williams admitted that he thought he was 

intoxicated. 

 

    
Robert Williams                      Williams’ eyes 

  

Normally we would list all the past arrest, DWIs and traffic tickets the violator has.  We 

couldn’t find any for Williams. 

 

OUTCOME:  On 09/17/20 Williams pled guilty to DWI.  He was represented by a lawyer 

from Clayton so he got the 2-year SIS “No-Fine, No-Points and No Permanent Record” 

probation.  He was fined $191 for Improper Lane Use and his Drivers’ License picked 

up 2-points. 

 

  


