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magazine featured a man in
clown-face dressed as a
policeman. Late that afternoon
Creve Coeur mayor Harold
Dielman became both angered
and alarmed after reading the
article’s review of the Creve
Coeur PD. Dielman called the
police station and had a car
sent to his house. He gave the
officer instructions to make a

copy of the article and then

department dropped the of

ficer's pay incentive program.
Kleinknecht’s second objective
was to determine who had writ-
ten the story. The cover of the
magazine was sent to the
department’s photo lab to see
if it was possible to unmask the
clown-faced policeman. Major
Thomas Moonier began to ap-
ply pressure on some command
officers to assist in the in-

) »
Policeman
By Karen Evans
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it was a hot Friday evening on
September 21, 1979, when
Strode Wilder was reborn in
the mind of John Hoffmann.
Ten years earlier Hoffmann
had used the Wilder pen name
on articles he wrote for a high
school newspaper and as an air
name while he was a disc
jockey on several local FM
radio stations. Mow Hoffmann
was a policeman who had
recently left the Rock Hill
Police Department as a detec-
tive sergeant and joined the
Manchester Police force as a
patrolman. At Rock Hill,
Hoffmann wasn’t making
much money and was putting
in 60 to 70 hours a week on the
job. He thought Manchester
would offer a good change
where he would have less job
related pressure, more money
and three days a week off. But
Hoffmann had trouble ad-
justing to these changes
because Manchester's crime
rate was almost non-existent,
With little to do and extra days
off, Hoffmann found he now
had a lot of time on his hands.

That Friday evening with
nothing to do Hoffmann
thought about writing a critical
but also amusing article to be
entitled **A Guide Through the
Municipal Police Maze: A
Policenan's View” using the
pen name of Strode Wilder.
Hoffmann's motives were ap-
parently threefold. He wanted
to inform the public of the dif-
ferences in the quality of police
protection in the St. L.ouis area

und (o point out the difficulty
officers nt some departments
hitve in simply doing thelr jobs.

Now you s i]im.nnw you d
Besides, winter was coming
and Hoffmann needed some
money for new snow tires. At
about 8 o’clock that night the
plan was already in trouble,
While waiting at a checkout
line at the Sears store in
Crestwood, with two reams of
typing paper, typewriter rib-
bon and a box of Ko-Rec-Type
in his arms, Hoffmann ran into
his chief of police, Danny R.
Rowden, Rowden asked him
what he was doing at the store
and Hoffmann replied that he
needed some stationary sup-
plies to write a letter to his
sister in Ann Arbor who had
just had her first baby.

Ten days later the article was
completed and Hoffmann sub-
mitted it to St. Louis
Magazine. On Monday, Oc-
tober 1, magazine editor-in-
chief John Heidenry telephon-
ed Hoffmann and offered to
purchase the piece for the
January cover story. Hoff-
mann quickly agreed to the
price suggested by Heidenry,
which was more than enough
for a pair of snow tires.

On  Christmas  Eve  the
Junuary issue of St Louis was
delivered 1o the homes of
subsceribers. The cover of the

on’t: former Manchester pollcemn John Hoffmann.

deliver it to Chief Donald
Daniel’s house in Maryland
Heights. Deilman then called
Daniels to discuss the story. On
December 26, Daniels assigned
Detective Lieutenant Frank
Harris to begin an investiga-
tion to find out who wrote the
story.

December 26 was a busy day
at several other departments.
In Clayton, superintendent of
St. Louis County Police Col.
Gilbert H. Kleinknecht called a
morning staff meeting. The on-
ly item on the agenda was the
St. Louis Magazine story.
Several of the points in the
review of the St. Louis County
PD were that narcotic detec-
tives weren’t doing much to
stop the flow of hard drugs in-
to north county and the of-
ficer’s pay incentive program
encouraged cops to write
motorists minor traffic tickets
to help keep up their quota.
Kleinknecht’s objective at the
meeting was twofold. First he
wanted to quietly refute some
of the allegations in the article.
This was done by having the
Drug Abuse Unit dig out all
their old cases from the north
cowiuy are wind (o apply for
warrants. Also, in January the

vestigation.

At the Kirkwood Police
Department Chief Daniel Lin-
za, still enraged over the story,
questioned Detective Cappy
Ricks, who had been favorably
mentioned in the article, as to
his knowledge of the author.
Ricks had no idea as to who the
author was and Linza began
his own investigation to find
out the identity of Strode
Wilder. City and police of-
ficials also met in the towns of
Webster Groves, Ballwin,
Olivette and Edmundson to
prepare rebuttals to the article.

The preface to the article
was an editor’'s note which
began: “For reasons that will
become -obvious below, the
author of the following article
cannot be identified.”’ Things
would soon show why Hoff-
mann used a pen name.

On January 10, Hoffinann’s
sense of security was shaken by
two teléphone calls. The first
came at 4:10 p.m. from a
friend of Hoffmann, who was
told that various police of-
ficials were on to him as the
aunthor ol the article. Ap-
parently w relative of Hoff-
munn had  mentivned to n
friend that he had “‘an article
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coming out in St Louis
Magazine”” and Chief Linza
had disseminated the informa-
tion to other chiefs with the
speed of an AP wire. Earlier in
the day, Harris from Creve
Coeur passed out the news at
the weekly meeting of the Mid-
County Detective Exchange
Association,
whose past president was Hoff-
mann, At the St. Louis County
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office,
investigator Robert Gates took
great pride in relating how
Hoffmann was uncovered.
Gates told everyone that he
could find that it was a case of
“‘super sleuthing.”’

The second call came at §
p.m. from Hoffmann’s
sergeant, Emory Albritton.
Albritton told Hoffmann that
Chief Rowden wanted to see
him the next day concerning
the St. Louis Magazine story.
Hoffmann tried to plea that it
was his day off, but Albritton
told him that Rowden and
Manchester city administrator
Earl Clifford had been receiv-
ing a flood of telephone calls

an organjzatic

from various city and police
officials telling them that
Hoffmann had written the
story and demanding his head.
The meeting had to be the next
day.

Next day Hoffmann was
ushered into Rowden’s office
where Sgt. Albritton was
already seated. Rowden started
the meeting by saying, ‘‘The
mayor was at a meeting of
mayors Wednesday night and
several mayors told him that
one of his officers wrote the St.
Louis police article and they
wanted to know why one of his
officers would do something
like that. The mayor then ask-
ed Mr. Clifford to look into it
and Mr. Clifford told me to
find out about it,”’ Hoffmann
then stated that he didn’t
understand what difference it
made who wrote the story as
the author should be protected
under the First Amendment,
Rowden stated, “‘A lot of
departments had their face
pushed in the mud and held in
the mud by that article, A few
things were true but a lot of it

was lies and we have a right to
find out who wrote it, The arti-
cle didn’t go over us too bad
but a lot of other departments
have a good reason to be upset.
I thought it was trash.”’ Hoff-
mann countered, ‘‘I assume
there are a lot of investigations
being done by a lot of depart-
ments and I doubt that I'm the
first cop in the county to be
called into the office over it.”’
Rowden responded, “I know
there have been a lot of in-
vestigations and the depart-
ments have a right to do them.
Nobody wants a person work-
ing for them they can’t trust
and that includes me. Now
John, I want an answer. Did
you write the article or not?”’
Hoffmann answered, *‘I know
who wrote the article and I'm
not going to say who it is.”
Rowden then added some
pressure and said, ‘‘Now let’s
realize that you are still on pro-
bation and I'll be honest—if
enough pressure is brought on
me over this you’ll be dismiss-
ed.” Hoffmann then bought
some time by requesting to

have the weekend to think it
over but reminded Rowden
that his answer might still be
the same. Rowden ended the
meeting by saying if that was
the case chances were ‘99 and

9/10 sure’’ an internal in-
vestigation would begin.
On Sunday, January 13,

Hoffmann reported to duty at
11 p.m1. and discovered that the
news of his meeting with
Rowden had. leaked to the rest
of the department. Two of-
ficers from the 3 to |1 shift
told him that his *‘S. Wilder”’
nameplate had been ordered
and should be in by the end of
the week. Another cop com-
plimented him on his writing
style. Hoffmann then stood up
and in an emotional voice told
the seven policemen that he
had been called into Rowden’s
office and ordered to come up
with the name of the author of
the St. Louis story. He told the
group that he knew who wrote
the story and that he wasn’t
about to come in on a brother
policeman. Little did his au-

Continued on page 42
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dicnce know that the brother cop HolT-
mann had mentioned was himself,
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On Monday Januvary 14, Hoffmann
brought a surprise to the 4 o'clock
meeting with Rowden--his attorney,
James R. Hartenbach. The meeting was
brief. Hartenbach told Rowden that his
client’s position oii revealing the author of
the arficle was the same and asked if
Rowden was now planning an internal in.
vestigation. Rowden stated he was. The
meeting lasted less than three minutes and
after Hoffmann and Hartenbach had left,
Rowden summoned Deteclive Sergean!
Russell Schnarr to his office and asked
him to begin an investigation. Schnarr £
balked at the assignment, stating that he §
felt it was a waste of time and money to

investigate someone exercising his con- &
stitutional right (o free speech, Rowden |
then asked Albritton to handle the in- }
vestigation and  Albritton refused and

Rowden was forced to order Schnarr 10 §
do the investigation, -
During all this two other things were
happening in Manchester. Hoffmann’s
probationary period was coming to an end
and over half the police force was working £
on off-duty security assignment for
Laclede Gas during the gas workers strike. &
On January 8, Sgt. Albritton had sent &
Rowden the following memo: B

Because of Officer John Hoffmann’s
devotion to duty and personal performance 1
hereby recomniend that he be lifted from
probationary status. Officer MHoffmaan's
performance is indicated as such  and
recognized in the evaluation which was
just recently completed.

Officer Hoffmann has just recently
completed six (6) months employment with
this agency and has shown his being worthy of
being relieved of probationary status.

Your attention to the above will be greatly
appreciated.

Respectfully,

Sgt. Emory C. Albritton #5221

On January 25, Rowden replied to
Albritton’s request with a memo,

As you may or may not be aware, an
ordinance change took place shortly before
Officer Hoffmann was officially hired by the
Manchester Police Department, which re-
quired all city employees to serve a one (1)
year probationary period. Therefore, I am
unable to remove Officer Hoffmann from a
probationary status at this time.

[ trust that Officer Hoffmann’s performance
and actions will continue to merit your
positive endorsement.

Officer Hoffmann shall remain on proba-
tionary status, and his status shall be
reviewed at the end of his one (1) year
probationary period to determine if he should
be retained with the police department in a
full status.

Sincerely,

Danny R. Rowden
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when he was interviewed for the job in
June of 1979, and again in September of
1979, that probation was for six months.
Rowden also upset Hoffmann when he
contacted a young Manchester patrolinan
who had been friendly with Hotftianr
over the Jast four years and offered him a
transfer into the detective bureau if he
could help prove that Hoffmann had writ-
ten the police story.

On January 31, Hoffinann began to
feel the full wrath of Rowden when he
discovered that his paycheck was shorst
$54. The shortage had not been explained
and Hoffmann inquired with the depart-
ment’s secretary. She told him that after
she had completed the payroll records,
Rowden instructed her to dock Hoft-
mann’s pay for January 18 when he miss-
ed a day’s work because of the flu.

On February 2, Hoffmann and Albrit-
ton met with Rowden, and Hoffmann
told the chief that he felt the rules were

" suddenly being changed in the middle of

the game. Hoffmann explained that he
was told twice in 1979 that the proba-
tionary neriod was six months and that it
was now suddenly one year. He contended
that any new ordinance referred to by
Rowden did not change Ord. 2-89 and
probation was still six months. Rowden
replied, **1 feel otherwise but if it were the
case I wouldn't take you off probation
because you are under investigation.”
With a mock expression of shock covering
his face Hoffmann asked, ‘‘An investiga-
tion? I was never formally informed of
any investigation. What am 1 being in-
vestigated for?’’ Rowden then exploded,
“You know what for. You come in here
with your attorney and he asks me if 1 told
you that if you had nothing else to say 1
would begin an investigation. I tell him,
‘that’s right’” and then he says he has
nothing else to say and that you stand on
your earlier statertnent, So don’t tell me
you don’t know of any investigation.”’
Albritton then told Rowden that he was
under the impression that the investiga-
tion had been completed by the detectives
and turned in. Rowden answered that Sgt.
Schnarr had turned in his report but that
the investigation continued and he is now
handling it.

Rowden by now was convinced that
Hoffmann was in gross violation of Ord.
22-50, a questionable and bizarre
municipal law which reads:

Police officers making any public address or
writing articles for public rcading, affecting
the local police department in any way, shall
first take up the maltter with the chiet of
police before giving out the same. The pur-
pose of this scction is (o assure the proper
construction of departmental policies.

Meanwhile, since December 31 Man-
chester officers had been working a
security detail, gnording o Laclede Gas in-
stullation  at Manchester Road  and
Highway 141, The olticers were paid 36
an hour and rececived weekly pavehecks

that were mailed to the police station
every Monday from Laclede. By the third
week in January several officers
discovered that Chief Rowden, who is re-
quired by ordinance not to accept any out-
side monies, was accepting $32 a week
from Laclede without city permission to
allow his officers to work the detaijl. The
payments were listed by Laclede for ‘“*Ad-
ministrative Duties’” but in reality all
Rowden did for the mopey was to open
the envelope it arrived in, as Sgt. Alhrit-
ton handied all the scheduling for the
detail,

Soon word had raced through the
departiment that Rowden was accepting
the payments from Laclede. Ordinance
22-72 provides:

The chief of police shall devote his full time
and effart (o the performance of 1= dulies
as chief of police and shall not engage in any
outside employment without prior approval
of the mavor (if such activity doesn’t involve
additional compensation to the chief of
police) or the prior approval of the board of
aldermeun (if such employment does involve
the payment of additional compensation to
the chief of police).

Faced with daily subtle reminders of the
weekly $32 checks, Rowden on February
18 ordered a mandatory departmental
meeting for the next day. At the meeting
Rowden admitted accepting money from
Laclede but claimed he had done nothing
illegal and had the permission of his
supervisors. fie promised that if anyone
tried to ‘‘stab him in the back’’ he would
“‘take care of them.”

With the Laclede Gas strike over and
Rowden’s payments a dead issue, Hoff-
mann waited for the next salvo in his bat-
tle. It wasn’t long in coming. On February
20, Rowden changed his position on the
probation issue and sent Hoffmann the
following memo:

Please be advised that pursuant to Section
2-89 of the Codified Ordinance of the City of
Manchester, your probationary period is
hereby extended for a period of sixty days
from February 20, 1980.

) will advise you within that tiroe period of the
results of my probationary reports.

Respect fully,
Danny R. Rowden

On February 22, while working the day
watch, Hoffmann was summoned to the
city hall where he was met by Manchester
City Attorney Patrick Gunn. Gunn ex-
plained the city’s position on sick leave
and probation. Hoffmann then told Gunn
that he wanted to be a good employee and
if the city would point out the reasons for
the extension of his probation he would
altempt to improve in those areas. Gunn
responded by saying, ‘‘According to the
ordinance we are not required to give you
any reasons.”” Gunn then got to (he point
and stated the cily was coneerned aboul
Flolmann’s ability 1o Tollow orders. Ac
carding (o Guan the public’s and fellow
alficers” wellare were in doubt and the ¢i
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ty intended to test Hoffinann by ordering
him to answer certain questions pertaining
to the authorship of the St¢. Louis
Magazine story. Hoffmann then iuter-
rupted Gunn and called his attorney who
spoke with Guun and agreed to arrange an
interview at a later date.

Most other police departments ended
their own investigations into the author-
ship of the St. Louis article in January
believing that Hoffmann was the culprit.
An aid to Col, Kleinknecht of the county
police told St. Louis Magazine's senior
writer Joe Popper that Kleinknecht was
not familiar with the article, but that if
Popper would like to send Kleinknecht a
copy he would be happy to respond to it,
Daniel Linza, the chief of Kirkwood, was
a different case entirely. He continued
clue searching. In the middle of March,
Linza had uncovered a 10-year-old piece
of physical evidence that linked Hoff-
mann to the pen name of Strode Wilder.
Linza forwarded the evidence to Rowden.

On March 20 Hoffmann arrived at

work and was grected by the following
memo:

You are to report to the City Hall, 63 Na-
tionalway at 1400 hrs. on April 2, 1980. At
this time 1 will be interviewing you for further
infornation concerning the present internal
investigation involving you.

Chief D, Rowden

April 2 fell on Hoffmann’s day off. At
the 2 p.m. meeting Rowden conducted a
40-ininute interview, Hoffmann was
amarzed that Rowden asked three ques-
tions before getting to the heart of the
issue, when he asked, ““Did you write any
or al) the articles appearing in the January
and March issues of §¢. Louis Magazine
entitled, ‘““How Safe Are You? Rating
Your Local Police Departments.”” Hoff-
mann replied, *‘Yes, 1 wrote the whole
thing down to the last period.’”’ Hoffmann
then got some real insight into the think-
ing of the city at the end of the interview
when the following exchange took place:
Rowden: How did you learn of the reduc-

tion of the Manchester Police Dept. from 21
to 19 men?

Hoffmann: [ thought that was pretty much
common knowledge. You know, you work at
a place day after day you tend to notice how
many you are working with. Besides that,
wasn't it mentioned in the suburban news-
papers?

Rowden: Nao. Just the cut back of the cars.

Nothitg was ever meuntioned conceruing the
manpower.

Hoffimann: All 1 know is that we were at an
authorized strength of 21 when you were ap-
pointed as Chief Petri's replacement, and
when another officer quit and nobody was
hired we were told we would be staying at 19
men. If that was supposed to be kept a sceret
somebody did a pretty bad job of it

Hoffmann’s probation extension ex-
pired on Sundny, Aprl 20, The ity
waited until the last possible minute

hefore acting. On Friday, April 18, ¢ity at-
torney Ciunn called 1ToFfimann’s Tavye
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with a deal. Hoffmann could resign and
expect a good recommendation from
Rowden or he could take a 15-day suspen-
sion. If neither of these was acceptable he
could expect the worst. After being urged
by several friends to take the suspension,
Hoffmann on Saturday, April 19, decided
that he wasn’t going to dictate depart-
mental discipline and had his attorney ad-
vise the city that it was their decision to
make. Gunn then informed Rowden of
the decision and Rowden had his wife type
the termination letter. The letter, in a seal-
ed envelope, was given to Sgt. Albritton
by Rowden on Saturday evening with in-
structions to wait for the word and then
deliver it to Hoffmann at his liouse.

On Sunday at 7 o’clock the word came
and Albritton left the letter at
Hoffmann’s home., At about 9:20 p.m.
Hoffmann arrived home from a date and
discovered the letter taped to his front
door. According to Manchester ordinance
a terminated employee must be given
seven days’ notice, Hoffmann’s last of-
ficial day would be April 26, 1980. The
letter gave the following causes for ter-
mination:

#1. Violation of ordinances dealing with out-
sidc employment without approval of the
chief of police.

#2 Violation of ordinance dealing with Police
Officers making a public address or writing
articles for public reading without approval of
“the chief of police.

#3 Conduct unbecoming of a police officer.
#4 Violation of ordinance dealing with com-
municating or giving out information con-
cerning the affairs of the department without
approval.

#5 Genera) poor attitude.

#6 Unwillingness to accept
criticism,

#7 General disrespect for the Manchester
Police Dept.

constructive

On Monday, April 21, Hoffmann
reported to work on the day watch and
went on the street at 7 a.m. At about 11
o’clock after picking up his lunch at
ivicDonald's, Hoffmann was dispatched
to go to the station. There Lt. Martin
Faulkper informed him that for the next
six days he would be on vacation time and
that he was relieved of duty. After six
straight years as a cop, over 1,000 arrests
and 1! commendations, Hoffmann's last
offical act was to get a sack of hamburgers
at half price.

Late that same afternoon, Hoffmann’s
lawyer mailed letters to Rowden, Clifford,
the mayor and each member of the board
of aldermen in Manchester requesting a
hearing be given to Hoffmann over his
dismissal. On Saturday, April 26, his last
day on the payrotl, Hoffmann went to the
Manchester Police Department where he
turned in his hadge and I card to Sgt.
Albritton and then cleaned out his locker.
On Monday, April 28, word came from
the city that the hearing request would be
brought before twe board of aldermen on
Monday, May 5.

On Tuesday morning, April 29, Steve

Trenkman, a reporter with KMOX-TV,
had gotten wind of the story and called
Hoffmann at his house asking for an in-

terview. Besides Trenkman, reporters

- from the Post-Dispatch, Globe-Democrat

and the Lafayette Press Journal were
already aware of the story and had been
asked to hold off on it. Hoffmann decid-
ed after Trenkman’s phone call to go
ahead and release the story. Trenkman
reported on the firing that night and on
the next evening’s 6 p.m. newscast.

On May | the story appeared in thev

Post-Dispatch. The next day while Hoff-
mann was being interviewed by Ron
Morgan on XSD, officials at the Man-
chester City Hall were taping the pro-
gram. The tape was sent to the Man-
chester PD where secretary Jackie
Hankins spent the next day and a half
transcribing it.

On the morning of May 5 Hoffmann
awoke to a long-distance phone call from
Connecticut placed by Donald F. Petri,
former chief of police of Manchester.
Petri told Hoffmanun that he supported
him and offered to fly to St. Louis to
testify in his behalf at any hearing or trial.

The night of the board meeting Hoff-
mann kept a low profile by going to a
baseball game. At about the same time the
game started the board meeting in Man-
chester was called to order, The hearing
request was first on the agenda. The
aldermen left the meeting room and went
into executive session to decide on the re-
quest. They returned a short time later
and announced they had voted 4 to 2
against giving Hoffmann a hearing and let
stand the dismissal. A reporter was told
after the meeting that Hoffinan would
have probably gotten the hearing if there
hadn’t been any press coverage.

On Thursday, May 8, another notewor-
thy event happened. St. Louis County
Police Superintendent Kleinknecht ap-
peared on Ron Morgan’s talk show at
KSD radio. During the hour-long inter-
view, Morgan brought up the accusation
that several departments including the
county police conducted investigations to
determine the author of the St. Louis
Magazine article, Kleinknecht denied that
there was any investigation by the County
P12 but admitted that there was a strong
curiosity among police administrators in-
cluding himself, as to who had authored
the story. Kleinknecht again denied that
there was an investigation but said in the
same breath that the brass of the St. Louis
County Police Department had spent
some time in researching the article and
had compiled a stereotype of a person
who would have written the story.
Kleinknecht said that the stereotype
revealed a white male detective who work-
ed in the west St. Louis County area. For
a man whose aide had told a reporter
catlicr in the year thut he wasn't even
aware of the police article, Kleinknecht
cerfainly had made an about-face.
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