Costas interview 1980
HALL OF FAME FOR FORMER TOWN AND COUNTRY RESIDENTAND THE
INTERVIEW FROM 38 YEARS AGO OR THE REST OF THE STORY: Bob Costas was
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame’s media section last weekend. He is the only
baseball play by play announcer in the HOF who did not at sometime in his career work
as a daily play by play man for a specific team. The fact that he did not surprised a lot
of people in 1980.

At the time the Cardinals had a deal with then KSD-TV to broadcast at least 40 road
games a year. KSD’s sports director Jay Randolph was in the TV booth for all nine
innings. Mike Shannon would do the first three and the last three innings with Randolph
and Jack Buck would do the middle three innings. (Ron Jacober, the number-two guy
at KSD was a better play by play man but he was banned from the broadcast booth
after he interviewed Harry Carey the day he was fired by the Cardinals at Busch’s
Grove with Harry prominently holding a Schlitz Beer can during the interview. The
Cardinals owned the rights to broadcasts and Gussie Busch was pissed.)

Back to 1979/1980; the TV arrangement left just one guy in the radio broadcast booth.
So Bob Starr the play by play voice of the Football Cardinals would be in the radio booth
for all nine innings when games were o n TV. In 1979 Starr quit to take a play by play
job with the Los Angles Angels, in the country’s number 2 media market. That left the
play by play job in the radio booth during 40-plus games a year open. We were all sure
the job would go to Bob Costas, but it didn’t. It went to the Blues play by play man Dan
Kelly.
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Most people think (including some recent articles in the Post-Dispatch) that Costas’
network broadcasting had always been at NBC. But that was not the case. He started
doing NFL football games on CBS in 1977 from the TV markets with the lowest amount
of viewers (not counting Green Bay of course) just being broadcast to two cities. Bob
would usually get stuck with a new former player trying out as a color commentator. In
1979 the top team at CBS was Pat Summerall on play by play and John Madden in his
first years as an analyst. Bob was at or near the bottom. In 1980 he moved to NBC,
things changed. He also did one year of Chicago Bulls basketball on WGN-TV.
The word around the media was that Jack Buck picked Dan Kelly because he wanted
someone his own age to go out with for dinner and drinks after games and Costas was
too young. At the time I was a cop and I was also writing feature articles for St. Louis
Magazine under various pen names (Strode Wilder, Clayton Webster and Ed Wallace)
hoping my second job would not be discovered. (It was)
Here is an interview I did with Costas at KMOX and O’Connell’s Pub that got edited
down and appeared in the May 1980 issue.

Without coming out directly about Jack Buck killing his chance to replace Bob Starr, I
fished around the subject and asked several questions concerning Costas’ relationship
with Buck.
Costas went out of his way to be a good guy. A neighbor of mine on South Maple
Avenue in Webster Groves was Andy High, who served in World War 1 and World War
II in a combat unit with the Army Corps of Engineers. He was also an outfielder/first
baseman for the Cardinals in the 1920s and after WW II was the chief scout for the
Dodgers until 1963 (the era of the greatest Dodger teams ever). Andy was a widower
with failing eyesight. After I did the interview with Costas I had the phone number to his
Georgetown apartment in Shrewsbury. I called him and asked him if he could stop by
and chat with Andy. He said sure. But before it happened Andy had a stroke. Bob was
nice enough to call him at the hospital. Andy died a few months later at his son’s house
in Ohio.
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When Bob got married to Carole “Randy” Krumenacher in 1983 they eventually bought
a house at 2739 Turnberry Park in Town and Country one block west of Clayton Road
and Ballas. They divorced in 2001. She kept the house in the divorce, but sold it in
2015 and moved to Crystal Lake Park,

The former Town and Country home of Carole “Randy” and Bob Costas.
Costas moved back to New York after the divorce and remarried three years later.
Here is a link to the column by Dan Caesar of the Post-Dispatch from July 27 on
Costas without the information about him not getting the Cardinal broadcast job.
https://www.stltoday.com/sports/baseball/professional/media-views-hall-of-fameinductee-bob-costas-yearns-to/article_e27bfd1d-2eb1-5af1-8e35-10cbc13297e7.html

