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PIT BULLS AT THE DOG PARK SAME AS A PEDOPHILE IN AN ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL SAYS COUNCILMAN: The first reading of a bill that would remove Pit Bull
breeds as breed specific “dangerous dogs” was on the agenda on Monday night. If the
bill passes it means pit bull dogs will be allowed in the city’s popular dog park.

During the agenda meeting, Councilman Mike Casey did not
mince words on the subject.
“Allowing a Pit Bull in the dog park is like allowing a pedophile in an elementary school,”
said Casey. “It is not going to be if a pit bull kills another dog in the park, it is going to
be when,” Casey added.
Mayor Bruce Geiger added his concerned and occurred with Casey’s statement of not
“if” but “when” a pit bull kills another dog in the dog park if the ordinance is changed.
During the regular meeting the subject was debated again. Casey said he would vote
against the bill when it came up for a second reading.
Geiger said he had grave misgivings about the change to the ordinance.
Councilman Matt Segal made little sense when he said he had a Pointer he had to put
down because it got so mean. A Pointer with a nasty disposition is a lot different than a
Pit Bull attacking another dog or person. Pit Bulls don’t let go.
Derek Grissom said he would vote for the bill as the police staff researched the issue
and showed the law should not be breed specific.

1

Connie Fults got into the discussion telling everyone how a constituent decided not to
adopt and part Pit Bull because of the current ordinance.
CITY TO ADD EMPLOYEES IN 2013! Chesterfield which downsized the workforce in
2010 by 17, calling it necessary “right-sizing” announced on Monday night during a
budget review meeting that they plan to add new jobs in 2013 including two new
police officers.
From the general fund budget three new jobs will be created including two new police
officers. Chief Ray Johnson reminded the councilpersons that it takes almost five
officers to fill a single 24-hour coverage shift when you add in days off, training
assignments, vacations and sick days. He said the two new officers in 2013 will help
even out of couple of squads and cut down on overtime.

Chesterfield City Administrator Mike Herring spent 90 minutes doing the budget review leaning on a wall
in the back conference room .

In 2010 the police were forced to cut eight positions involving six sworn police officers
jobs and a civilian. Two of the police officer positions were already vacant meaning five
officers were laid off, including two command officers. One officer (William Whiteley)
was laid off while on medical leave from an on-the-job injury. He is currently suing he
department over his dismissal.
The Parks Department will be adding three new employees after the 2010 downsizing.
The city plans to add two maintenance works and a recreational specialist in Parks.
The budget also calls for an average three-percent pay raise for employees.
THE CITY IS FLUSH AND IS INCREASING MONEY TO THE ARTS: Mayor Bruce
Geiger announced they will increase funding to the Chesterfield Arts and the St. Louis
Civic Orchestra by 25-percent increasing funding from $75,000 to $100,000.
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“Culture and the arts are important for growth,” said Councilman Barry Flachsbart, who
thought 1-percent of the budget should go to culture and arts.
“There is an economic benefit for putting money into this,” said Geiger about using tax
money to fund arts.
Caution was voiced both in a weak and stronger form. First the weak one:
“I prefer having Chesterfield Arts come to us rather that just putting a bucket of money
out there,” said Councilman Randy Logan.
Wrong Senator…Right State: “This seems to me to be the inverse of the financial
cliff,” said Councilman Bob Casey. “I think it was Adli Stevenson who said, ‘A billion
here, a billion there, pretty soon you’re talking real money.”
Casey made his point but did it with the wrong Illinois senator. It was Senator Everett
Dirksen who made that quip on the Tonight Show in 1967. Stevenson and Dirksen were
both in the Senate together in the 1950s, Dirksen was the Republican and Stevenson
the soft spoken Democrat, who was a very smart guy who was just dumb enough to run
as the Democratic candidate not once but twice against General Dwight David
Eisenhower.

While Stevenson went on to be the U.S. ambassador to the United
Nations under President Kennedy e, Dirksen reached much higher in the eyes of most
Americans, other than Councilman Casey, when in 1967 he hit #33 on the Billboard Hot
100 record list with a spoken word record called “Gallant Men. He died while in office of
cancer in 1969.
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MAYOR BREAKS TIE…CITY TO SPEND $50,000 ON TOURISM BUREAU. CITY
ADMINISTRATOR FOR NO BID CONTRACT FOR TOURISM: The mayor announced
that he and the city administrator Mike Herring visited a city in Michigan where there is a
Taubman outlet mall. They came back convinced they needed to fund a Chesterfield
tourism bureau with the Chesterfield Chamber of Commerce.

Chesterfield Economic Development Director Libby Malberg-Tucker was also on the bandwagon of a city
Tourism Bureau.

They claimed that they can’t pass a hotel tax and the City of St. Louis gets all the
tourism grant money so they need to put some city money toward tourism.
“I don’t want these people to come here one time and not come back,” said Herring.
Herring explained they want to spend $50,000 in 2013 with $28,000 to go to consultant

David Rosennwaser. Herring said Rosenwasser was the former director of
the St. Charles Tourism and Convention Bureau and had similar posts in Green Bay
Wisconsin and Niagara Falls, New York. He also said Rosenwasser did promotional
work for the Barnum and Bailey Circus. Rosenwasser, 65, is an adjunct professor at
Lindenwood.
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Development Director Libby Marberg-Tucker added that $28,000 would be for
Rosenwasser for 2013 and an additional $16,000 in both 2014 and 2015 would go to
Rosenwasser from the city before the Chamber would take over the Tourism Bureau.
When asked by Councilman Derek Grier how the city could give Rosenwasser a
$28,000 contract without competitive bidding, Herring claimed Rosenwasser’s services
were unique and thus competitive bidding was not necessary.
Enough councilpersons sniffed a rat and the appearance of an impropriety plus bad
government. When Mayor Geiger called for a voice vote, he declared without a roll call it
passed 5-4 with him breaking the 4-4 tie.
I can only hope that the councilpersons hold firm and when this new budget item comes
up for approval in a regular City Council meeting, they complain and vote against it
again. Even if Rosenwasser is the only qualified candidate and I doubt he is, after all he
has been teaching this stuff in college…the city owes it to the citizens to always request
competitive bids.
BUDGET ODDS AND ENDS: Operation of the police department takes up 43-percent
of the General fund budget. Public Works takes up 37-percent of the general fund
budget.
The assessed valuation of property in Chesterfield is at $1.78 billion and is the most
of any municipality in St. Louis County. It is down eight-percent after the last
assessment, despite new buildings going on the books.
The utility tax is the top revenue producer for the Chesterfield General Fund. Keep in
mind that Parks and Capital Improvements have their own special direct sales taxes,
but general fund money comes from sales tax shared in the St. Louis County tax pool
with a number of smaller cities with weak business districts. In other words Chesterfield
gets less back from the pool than it collects.
Electricity is the top source of utility taxes, followed by the telephone tax and then
the natural gas. Herring said that the mild winter of 2011-12 lowered the city’s revenue
through the utility tax. He almost sounded like Snidely Whiplash when he said he was
hoping for a harsher winter in 2012-13.
Missouri cities started getting a utility tax off of your cell phone in 2010 they still do not
get revenue from mobile data devices. City Administrator Mike Herring would like to see
that change and have your PDA monthly bill increase with an additional utility tax.
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City staffers originally estimated that the city might lose as much as 20-percent car
sales tax with residents buying new cars in Illinois and not having to pay sales tax in
Missouri. But they now believe they are only losing about 7-percent. Herrings hopes the
legislature will plug this hole in the next session and stop the practice of no sales tax
being collected by Missouri cities on cars purchased out of state.
The reserve fund of the Parks Budget is down an estimated $863,000 from 2012 to
the end of 2013.
Parking at Eberwein Park: Councilman Flachsbart used the portion of the budget
review of the Parks to state his concern about the lack of parking at Eberwein Park if
they add playground equipment. Public Works and Parks Director Mike Geisel spoke up
but never addressed the concern. Eberwein already has a full parking lot thanks to the
Dog Park being located at the park.
“This is not going to be a traditional playground equipped with swings and slides,” said
Geisel. “They are more like creative climbing obstacles,” he added.
Flachsbart replied, “Still there is not enough parking…build a parking garage?” he said
in frustration. Someone added “Let them park in the barn!.”
GIFT CARDS: The Council as a committee in the budget review meeting voted 8-0 on
the recommendation of Councilwoman Connie Fults to use $45,000 to provide $200 gift
cards to various Chesterfield businesses. This is similar to what the city did in 2011.
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING: There was nothing newsworthy at the regular
meeting other than the posturing on the Dangerous Dog Bill when it was first read with
Mike Casey voting against it even being read.
Prior to the meeting 16-year-old Parkway Central student and Chesterfield Police
Explorer Jennifer Rubin presented at check for $19,387.08 to Backstoppers, the
organization that provides financial help to the families of police officers and firefighters
who die in the line of duty.
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Jennifer Rubin with two officials from Backstoppers.

Rubin and other students raised the money while rocking in rocking chairs at entrances
to 15 Dierberg grocery stores.

THE PARTY ANIMALS PARTII: When Chesterfield first considered the new underage
party buster ordinance I was against it for one reason. It allowed the police to charge
property owners which in most cases would be parents when persons under the age of
21 were found drinking on the property or being served alcohol. The problem for me
was that the parents could be charged even if they were out of the state and completely
unaware of the party.
I thought back when I was a kid. I was always smart enough to just have a couple of
friends over if my parents were out of town. But I know that even back in the days
before texting, tweeting and cell phones, a word at a local Steak n Shake or a couple of
phone calls could see a party bloom out of control.
ABOUT FACE: But the case of young Theodore T. Federer who just turned 21 and his
father Theodore Giles Federer has caused me to rethink my position and now believe
that the ordinance might have been wise, if for no one other reason than the Federers.
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Know as T. Fed on his Facebook site, here are three photos young Ted has posted. Two involve drinking.

Young Ted T. Federers, who was born in 1991, has been racking up arrests and other
incidents of general anti-social behavior that we began to document in our last
Chesterfield newsletter. We found one traffic ticket he was found guilty of in Town and
Country in when he was 17. The next year according to internet court records he served
five days in the Livingston County Missouri jail on a speeding 20 mph over the limit
charge. That was followed with an arrest by the Water Patrol for being intoxicated on
July 4, 2011.
Moving ahead only two months; Ted was involved in a single car accident when he ran
off the road near Linn Creek, in Camden County near the Lake of the Ozarks. He was
arrested for DWI and being a minor in possession of or attempting buy liquor. Also a
female passenger in the car who was injured sued Ted, and the owners of the car, his
father Theodore Giles Federer and his mother Pamela Federer.
Was this perhaps enough of a wakeup call to mom and dad that the son could not be
trusted? Apparently not! Four months later in January of 2012 Ted was arrested by the
Chesterfield cops for stealing and being in possession of liquor. Two months later he
was arrested again in Chesterfield for stealing and destroying property.
Then on August 14, 2012 Ted and his parents made a $11,505 settlement for the auto
accident in 2011. 11 days later young Ted was arrested by the Missouri Highway Patrol
for attempting to purchase alcohol as a minor.
On October 23, 2012 St. Louis County Police detectives seized $8,975 and a 2001 Audi
convertible from Ted Federer claiming the money was proceeds from criminal activity
and the car was used in criminal activity.
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On November 2, 2012 the office of the St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney filed suit
to seize the money and the car permanently from young Ted. (I would have to thing
additional charges are going to be headed in Ted’s direction soon.)
Later on November 2, just before midnight the Chesterfield Police responded to a party

call at the Federer home at 17927 White
Robin Court where they found five teenagers consuming liquors. Apparently the
parents were not home. A citation was mailed to Theodore Giles Federer.
Under the new Chesterfield ordinance the cops charged the property owner, Theodore
Giles Federer for Allowing a Party Involving Underage Drinking. It is the first instance of
the new Chesterfield Ordinance being enforced that we are aware of it.
After these eleven incidents it seems as if Mr. Federer is the perfect person to get the
first citation for violating the new ordinance.

SCHNUCKS LIES: On Tuesday November 13, I went to the Schnucks store on Clayton
Road at Woods Mill in Town and Country. As soon as I walked in I saw the sign “Sale
Honeycrisp Apples $3.99.” I refer to Honeycrisp apples as “Schnucks Heroin” and I
have been hooked on them for some time.
However I have never seen the price higher than $3.99. In past years they were $2.99
in the fall and then bumped to $3.99 after Christmas. This year started out at $3.99 and
briefly went back to $2.99 in connection with the opening of the new store on Kehrs Mill
Road at Clarkson Road. However, they have never been higher than $3.99 so there
wasn’t any sale.
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I contacted the manager of the store and showed her the sign and asked how Schnucks
could claim there was a sale when the apples have never cost more than $3.99 which is
also the current everyday price. The manager agreed and immediately took the sign
down.
I called Schnucks’ Consumer hotline and spoke with Marsha. As usual the folks at
consumer affairs immediately began grabbing in the excuse bag. “I don’t know if
perhaps the price has not gone up to $4.25 and they are on sale with the new price
never having been posted,” suggested Marsha.
Oddly the store manager agreed with me and was talking to the produce manager who
also agreed that the apples were not at a sale price.
I wanted to send Marsha the photo I took of the sign. She first checked with her
supervisor and then declined.
Finally I mentioned that my real problem was I was sure this “Sale” sign was in all the
other Schnucks’ stores. That the store managers, produce managers and other
employees have walked past the sign countless times and did not notice the mistake
and correct it. Instead they waited until a customer (me) brought it to their attention
after they had been cheating customers for several days. Now the consumer affairs
division instead of thanking me is coming up with excuses.
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I mentioned this and Marsha told me to go ahead and send the photo.

YOU DON’T HAVE TO LOOK TOO FAR TO FIND A TWINKIE AND HO-HO
SUBISTUTE: Now that Hostess appears to be closing up shop and despite a judge
ordering mediation, there are no Twinkies being produced at the present time. But you
don’t have to go too far to find a substitute. The local WalMart has Great Value brand
Chocolate Cupcakes, Golden Crème Cakes and Swiss Rolls Snack Cakes that all
suspiciously look like Hostess Cupcakes, Twinkies and Ho-Ho’s.

I was a semi-regular at the Wonder/Hostess (Day-Old Bakery) store on Manchester
Road near Mason Road. I got to know the staff. Back in 2008 I found a full page ad in
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an
edition of the 1946 St. Louis Star-Times or
Post-Dispatch in a basement at an estate sale. The ad was touting how healthy Wonder
Beard was. I gave the paper to the store’s manager and she laminated it and put it on
the wall by the checkout registers. I stopped by the store on Saturday November 17
hoping to take a photo of the newspaper ad, but it had already been taken down. I was
told too many people were asking if they could have it.
I often would notice when I stopped at the store to pick up hot dog buns that people
from groups that provided meals to the elderly or were needy shopping for beard
products. I’ll miss the nice staff and feel sorry for the church kitchens and food pantries
losing a low price store.
The other thing I mentioned to several people was the long time tradition of elementary
schools taking kids for tours at the Wonder Bread bakery and the kids all getting free
samples of fresh Twinkies. I remember going back around 1959 or 60. Ten years later
as a summer day camp counselor I remember taking my charge of third graders to the
bakery. I have heard others mention more recent trips to the bakery for their small
children. Time Marches ON!
PROBATION FOR ROBBING THE SALVATION ARMY! WHAT NEW LOW HAVE
ST. LOUIS COUNTY JUDGES FALLEN TO? I was more than a little dismayed to read
in the Post-Dispatch that Edward J. Mitchell, 25, who pled guilty before St. Louis County
Judge Kristine Allen Kerr was given a 5-year probation sentence for second degree
robbery.
What did Mitchell do? He robbed the manager of a Salvation Army Resale Shop in
Florissant after she closed the store and walked to her car. He asked for a ride and she
recognized him as someone who had been in the store. She agreed to give him a ride.
Once in the car he punched her in the face and stole the deposit bag of $1,500.
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Edward J. Mitchell and his tough-guy tattoos will be enjoying 5-years of freedom on probation after
assaulting the woman manager of a Salvation Army Thrift Store and stealing the day’s receipts.

I have to think one of the main jobs of a judge in our County is to protect the good
people who operate charities that help the poor, homeless, drug addicts and drunks
from thugs. Apparently Judge Kerr thinks otherwise.
I found this article on Kerr in the Brown University Alumni publication. The first two
paragraphs are telling. She went from years as a public defender to dealing with
juvenile delinquents as a St. Louis County Family courts commissioner. Now she lets
people off who rob and assault workers for charities.

The
Advocate
By Chad Galts

After she graduated from Boston University’s law school in 1985, Kristine Allen Kerr thought she was
going to write wills for a living. She moved to St. Louis, got a clerkship with the Missouri Court of
Appeals, and eventually landed a good job at a private firm, where she handled divorces, worker’s
compensation cases, and personal-injury lawsuits. But there was something wrong: She was bored.
She wanted to argue cases that mattered in front of a judge and jury.
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Kerr was wasn’t sure exactly what kind of cases she wanted until she stopped at the St. Louis County
Circuit Court one day to observe a murder trial handled by the public defender’s office. The
defendants had broken into an old man’s house, had robbed and beaten him, and had thrown him
into a large freezer. Then they’d sat down on top of the freezer and drunk beer until the man had
suffocated. (All the men were found guilty; one was sentenced to death.) Kerr had found the kind of
practice she liked — lost causes, with plenty of time in the courtroom — even though it would cost
her a big cut in pay

Apparently Kerr still thinks she is still on mission to set bad people free. The sad thing
was that Kerr replaced Judge Jim Hartenbach, who was forced to retire due to his age. .
I know Jim. There way Mr. Mitchell would be getting a probation sentence from Jim
Hartenbach.
I will try and remember Judge Kerr’s name when it comes up in a few years for
retention.
WRONG AGAIN…ANOTHER NOT SO HAPPY ENDING: Earlier this year I watch a
documentary movie on Kevin Clash called “Being Elmo.” Using old local Baltimore TV
clips, the filmmakers followed Clash from being a geek who liked to make puppets as a
kid to being a high school student who was behind the puppets and their characters on
an afternoon Baltimore kids’ TV program. Out of high school Clash was hired to be a
puppeteer on the Captain Kangaroo morning TV show for pre-school children.
When Bob Keeshan as the Captain along with all his iconic characters got pink slipped

by CBS after 30 years. In 1984 Clash went to
Sesame Street.
The character Elmo already existed at Sesame Street, but Elmo was a minor extra.
When Elmo was turned over to Clash he became famous. The documentary even
showed Clash and Elmo appearing for children in hospice care. The movie also
followed Clash to his teenager daughter’s birthday party. The only thing that was
remotely a downer in the movie was the fact that Clash was divorced. Otherwise it was
a perfect story from start to finish.
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Kevin Clash with Elmo.

Then came the accusation that Clash had had a homosexual relationship with an
underage boy. Despite the charges being recanted, Clash admitted having an affair with
the accuser when the accuser was in his 20s. Clash resigned from the Children’s
Television Workshop two days before Thanksgiving.
I guess I’m just being a cynic, but it seems harder and harder to find happy endings
nowadays that remain happy.

CARTOONS:
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ONE FROM CHAROLETTE’S PETERS KIND AND CBC GRAD:
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