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DIVORCE ITALIAN STYLE AND TOWN AND COUNTRY STYLE: They bought a
slightly overpriced new 6,000 sq ft McMansion in Town and Country at 1804 Woodmark
Drive in June of 2008 for $1,800,000. Giorgio Bucci and his wife Francesca Giacomozzi
Bucci were both from Italy. Often you could see a small Italian flag flying outside of the
four car garage. The house has security cameras covering the entire exterior. There is
a movie theater room in basement.
The couple had a child who spends time in Town and Country but lives in Italy.
But on October 20, 2014 Giogio filed for divorce against Francesca. It quickly was
evident this was not going to be a fast or cheap divorce.
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Lawyers: There are currently seven lawyers in the U.S. involved in the case and
several in Europe. Richard Eisen and Margaret Boudreau of the law firm Growe, Eisen,
Karlen are representing Giorgio.

Francesca has attorneys Susan Roach, Gordon Rea and William Roussin of the Roach
law firm on her St. Louis legal team.
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Also William P. Grant of Grant, Miller & Smith is representing the interests of the child,
Corlo Bucci..

The couple was somewhat aloof with neighbors. Giorgio one time went out and
screamed at a neighbor who was walking her small dog on a leash, when the dog
walked from street onto the edge of his lawn. The dog didn't pee or poop, just stepped
on the lawn.
In 2013 the house went on the market for $2.1 million and then dropped to $1,880,000.
It didn't sell. The divorce papers were filed the next year.
Here are some interesting costs and entries in the case.
10/20/14 Special Process Servers, Antonia Cardone and Paolo Stanziani both lawyers
in Bologna, Italy were requested by Giogio.

Cardone from her facebook

Stanziani from his website

So far there have been 467 entries in the court file, 105 motions by the lawyers and 59
orders or judgments from the court.
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Since December 2014 former Chesterfield City Attorney, Circuit Judge Douglas Beach
of the Family Court has been trying to sort thought all the motions and filings including
material from Europe.

Doug Beach

Of the 467 entries in the court file; here are 29 that I thought were of note or interesting.
10/23/14 Temporary Restraining Order request by Giorgio $2,500 cash bond
11/03/14 Certified translators were hired to certify service of restraining orders and
court papers.
11/21/14 Wife had apparently been taping conservations with husband. Those
recordings were ordered to be turned over to the court.
11/24/14
court

Husband is ordered to turn over all emails between him and his wife to the

12/01/04 Husband and wife are ordered to pay another $1,000 to fund paying for
William Grant representing the child.
12/01/14 Husband and wife are ordered to pay Jonathan Marks $275 an hour as a
Special Master to rule on matters under the Hague Convention. Each party shall make
an initial payment of $1,500.
03/20/15 Francesca files motion challenging jurisdiction of St. Louis County Circuit
Court and Judge Joseph Beach. She later asked this motion be dismissed.
04/20/15 Court approves request for certified translators for foreign witness testimony.
04/29/15

Francesca filed third request ordering Giorgio to produce documents.

05/05/15 Italian interpreter approved for future hearings.
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05/07/15

Court orders Gundaker to produce real estate records

05/19/15

Husband is ordered to pay $7,500 to child's lawyer

07/17/15

Court denies wife's motion to delay proceedings waiting for a ruling of
the Hague Convention issue.

10/20/15

Wife requests emergency order for expert witness fees to be paid by
husband.

11/02/15

Fees for lawyers, expert witness fees for wife to be paid by husband granted

12/01/15

Wife requests pysch exam of husband. Denied

12/14/15

Court finds husband is in contempt for failing to pay fees ordered on
11/02/15

12/22/15

Court grants wife motion and orders for the FIFTH time for husband to
produce documents

12/31/15 Court approved request for assistance from Italy, Luxemburg, Switzerland
and the United Kingdom
01/20/16

Order for protective order and records from Husbands employer heard and
quashed.

02/22/16

Court orders temporary custody dates in the United States for child.

03/01/16

Court orders wife to have proper internet connection in Italy for daily Skype
communications behind father and son.

03/11/16

Second motion by wife for a pysch exam of husband is denied

0311/16

Court orders husband to pay child's attorney $20,000 and wife to pay
$5,000.

04/12/16

Court approves International Legal assistance request

05/11/16

Court receives transcripts from Italian Court proceedings on case.
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05/17/16

Fax from TRIBUNAL D'ARRONDISSEMENT DE LUXEMBOURG received
by the court.

05/24/16

A $1,500 sanction is imposed against wife for late filings.

06/06/16

Order for summer child custody in United States.

06/28/16

Trial setting for 07/15/16

We ran this photo a few weeks ago. After the June 6, 2016 court order for summer
custody in the United States, this went up in Giorgio's front yard waiting for the arrival of
Corlo.

2015 CHRISTMAS TIME TOWN AND COUNTRY BANK ROBBER
BEHIND ON HIS RENT GETS TO SPEND 2016 CHRISTMAS WITH NO
RENT WORRIES: Cort Dalton, 22, of O'Fallon, Missouri was behind in his rent and
had $8,000 in student loans. Being behind in his rent was nothing new for Dalton. In
2013 he was sued in Boone County Circuit Court for nonpayment of rent in Columbia
while he was attending the University of Missouri. l
On December 22, 2015 at 5:31 PM Dalton went into the Schnuck's Supermarket on
Clayton Road and Woods Mill Road and headed to the U.S. Bank branch located in the
supermarket near the west doors.
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There he handed the teller a holdup note that he later confessed to writing while parked
on the parking lot that said, "This is a Robbery. Give me all the $ behind the counter, big
bills first. Stay calm and nobody will get hurt."

Dalton got some money and something else. But he did not get enough to pay off his
student loan. He got $1,143.
He left the bank and then drove to Chesterfield Valley, using Schottler Road and then I64. He stopped at Sam's Club in the two mile long Chesterfield Commons Shopping
Center. There he changed clothes. He was not very smart. Instead of throwing away
the "hold-up clothes", he simply tossed them in the backseat. He then drove to the
Lion's Choice drive-in restaurant in the same shopping area where he was going to
meet his landlord and pay his back rent.
Now this part the Town and country Police did not want reported. At the time of
Dalton's arrest just minutes after the robbery, the only way it could have happened was
if a witness followed him, a witness had such a good vehicle description with license
number that the police were able to pick out the car, OR there was a GPS tracking chip
embedded in the loot.
I asked about this at the time of the arrest and was told the T&C Police would not
comment if there was a tracking chip or not.
Tracking chips in bank robbery holdup packs are not new and have been used for the
last 10 years. I googled the topic and found news articles about GPS tracking devices
dating back to 2006.
Here are some recent ones that were on the first page of many pages of my Google
search. All were about bad guys getting caught thanks to the chips.
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03/15/16 FOX 5 KC
Kansas City, MO
2015
Washington POST
Washington, DC
11/23/15 WSOC TV
Charlotte, NC
5/22/15
WBBM
Chicago
02/12/15
Sun-Sentinel
Fort Lauderale/ Plantation FL
There were lots more including, from Denver, San Francisco, Springfield MA, Evanston,
IL and many other news reports from locations around the country.
I would have been happy not to report this if it was new relatively unknown technology,
but heck it is on crime shows, like CSI, Major Crimes and even Law and Order which
was cancelled in 2010. Plus it is all over the crime novels.
Once I got a copy of the police report large areas were redacted, but it was clear there
was a GPS tracking device involved and written about in the portions blacked out.
The Arrest: Chesterfield and Town and Country Police Officers swarmed the
Chesterfield Commons. When Dalton was getting out of his 2008 Chevrolet Aveo,
Chesterfield Police Officer Jeff Ovca called out to him. Here is how things went
according Town and Country Officer Katie Exline's police report:

All the stolen money was recovered before Dalton could even buy a roast beef
sandwich.
Back at the Town and Country Police Station despite saying the favorite of all police
officers making an arrest, "a spontaneous utterance" Dalton at first declined to make a
statement.
However after a few minutes he called out to a detective and said he would like to make
a statement. It was then that he gave a verbal followed up with a written confession.
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Cort Anthony Dalton Mug shot

Cort Dalton December 2015 Facebook post

Background: Dalton graduated from Buchanan High School in Troy, Missouri. He went
to the University of Missouri, but did not graduate. He had also had lived in Wentzville
and lived in O'Fallon at the time of his arrest. He was employed at a moving and storage
company when he robbed the bank.
He had two other minor arrests for No Passing in a School Zone in 2014. My guess
would be that he got a ticket and then did not show in court twice.
OUTCOME: On May 12, 2016 Dalton appeared before Judge Michael Jamison and
pled guilty to Robbery 2nd Degree. He was sentenced to five years in prison. This
case is an excellent example of what good suburban police departments can do.

BURGLAR ARRESTED FOR FIRST DEGREE BURGLARY: 59-year-old exconvict Dennis Lynn Snider of North St. Louis County was arrested on July 5 for First
Degree Burglary of a home on Clayton Road in Ward-1 of Town and Country.
Town and Country detectives developed Snider as the suspect who broke into the
occupied home on Wednesday morning April 20. The woman homeowner did not
answer her doorbell, but went downstairs when her dogs started to bark only to see
Snider with her purse headed to the front door. He apparently entered the house
through a doggie door.
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July 2016

January 2014

May 2016

The homeowner struggled with Snider over her purse and he eventually let go and fled
the house leaving in a SUV.
On the same day of the burglary he was stopped by a Highway Patrol trooper for a
traffic violation in St. Charles County and given a citation.
Detectives received a tip that Snider was the suspect in the burglary and the Ford
Explorer he was driving matched the description of the vehicle the victim saw the
suspect flee in.
Snider was a suspect in a 2010 burglary on Clayton Road in Town and Country but the
police did not have enough evidence to charge him. This time he was charged with
First Degree Burglary (burglary when someone is home) and Physically Taking Property
from Another. Here is part of Snider's arrest record. He likely has other arrest charges
in municipal courts or when he used common name aliases.
05/21/83
03/30/84
05/16/92
05/19/92

Burglary and Stealing
St. Louis Co
PG 12/20/83 placed on a 5-year probation
Burglary and Stealing
St. Louis Co
PG 7/13/84 sentenced to 6 years prison
Felony Stealing
Richmond Heights PD
7/23/93 jury verdict Guilty 10-years prison
Felony Stealing
St. Ann PD
7/23/93 jury verdict Guilty 10-years prison
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06/08/92
04/19/10

01/04/14
05/06/16
05/20/16

Felony Stealing
St. Louis Co
jury verdict Guilty sentenced to 10-years prison
Possession of Burglary Tools
St. Louis CO PD
Resisting Arrest
PG 09/270/10 sentenced to 2-years prison
Receiving Stolen Property Over $500
Domestic Peace Disturbance
St. Louis CO
Burglary & Physically Taking Property Town and Country PD
07/05/16 Arrest warrant issued

Here is the Probable Cause statement filed by Det. Ronnie Nicoletti:
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THE HORSE AND DOG: Alderwoman Lynn Wright the former chair of the Arts
Commission and Ald. Skip "Empty Lot" Mange the new chair of the Arts Commission
along with a number of members went to the studios of Harry Weber in Wright City to
see the finished $140,000 Horse and Dog sculpture.
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If you remember Lynn Wright was doing fundraising to try and get the money Weber
started on the work, titled "Discovery."
They hit a roadblock and sent out a mailing to every house in Town and Country asking
for donations. That did not work. Of course my reaction was that the Salvation Army
and other charities that help people could use the money a lot more than Lynn and the
Arts Commission.
The fundraiser left the Arts Commission a mere $75,000 short of its goal. That is when
Fred Wiesehan of Mari de Villa came to the rescue.
The Arts Commission had found the "Perfect Place" for the Horse and Dog, that being
in the lawn next to the firehouse at Clayton Road and Mason Road. However, Fred
insisted on another location, that being in the front of the new "Town Square" project.

I'm a guy who sends a small check to the Salvation Army or the Human Society if I have
some leftover money after paying the bills. So I think $75,000 for a Horse and Dog is an
odd sort of donation. However that said, I can't say anything bad about Fred Wiesehan's
spending after what he did in 2011.
Late in 2010 Lisa O'Brien a police dispatcher who had been with with Town and Country
and now was with the West Central Dispatch staff at the Town and Country Police
Department, had her second child. Shortly after coming back to work she got a cold.
She eventually took off work. She never came back, she died of bacterial pneumonia.
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Her husband and children were in a bad way with the expenses of Lisa's illness, funeral
and the sudden lack of income. Her husband had been laid off and had just started
back to work when she died.
I came up with an idea of putting on a benefit concert to raise money. I got 12
musicians who agreed to put on a 3-hour show for basically gas money. The Parkway
United Christian Church donated the space. Booze was donated and a bar was set up
in the lobby. We asked for a donation of $15 a person and felt that a number of people
would pay $15 or $20. We hoped to have 150 to 200 people and raise between $3000
and $4000 for the family.

Only 100 people showed. The $4,000 was going to be closer to $1,000. Then Fred
and Mary Kay Wiesehan briefly showed up. They each bought a ticket for $1,000 each.
Joe Sonderman, an author of coffee table books on Route 66 was selling books with
profits going to the family. Fred bought one of those. A number of the musicians kicked
in the $50 cash I had paid them with to the donation fund. Pat Kranz and the police
department had $4,000 to give Lisa's husband to help pay the bills. Here are some of
the people from that night:
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Ald. Lynn Wright with Karen and Chuck Lenz

Author Joe Sonderman

Church members

The brass section

Dean Christopher

Rhythm section

From the PD Ashley McNamara & Pat Kranz

Now back to 2016: So after seeing the finished Horse and Dog the Art Commission
and Lynn Wright was "so excited" I'm told that they could not wait for the Town Square
Project to be finished to put up the statue.
So now the plans are to temporarily put the statue on the hill on the east side of the
Longview Farmhouse. That would mean it would share the spot with the Trova metal
sculpture that some people think looks like discarded TV dished. .
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Trove before being painted black on the hill

After being painted black view from Clayton Rd.

Originally the Commission did not think this was a good spot in Longview Park. Now
they do.
What will this cost the taxpayers? About $2,000 to move it and install it at the Town
Square!
The small table size Horse and Dog used as an example of the proposed work by Harry
Weber was given to Fred Wiesehan this year at this year's Fire and Ice Show for thanks
for his $75,000.

LINDA RALLO LEAVES GROUP SEEKING CIGARETTE TAX BALLOT
ISSUE: Alderwoman Linda Rolla has been a registered lobbyist and created her own
political consulting company, Pick Strategies, (Rallo's maiden name is Pick) since she
started working for the group that wants to raise cigarette taxes with the money going to
early education and medical care for pre-school kids. The group is called "Raise Your
Hand for Kids." Some Republican lawmakers have backed away from the group
claiming they would be using some doctors associated with Planned Parenthood.
In April a Cole County Judge ruled the 300,000 signatures on petitions to put the 60cents tax increase on a pack of smokes on the November ballot were invalid because
the group overestimated to signers the amount of money being raised. Linda claimed
the signers never asked and were never told about the estimated total revenue.
The suit was brought by a convenience store owner in Springfield, MO. Oddly the
Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Store Association is pushing their own cig tax
for the ballot. This one would only raise the tax by 23-cents. The other big difference is
under the Raise Your Hands for Kids proposal the No-Brand cigarettes would have to
start kicking into the medical and education fund to stop smoking. Currently those
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generic bands that came along after the agreement with big tobacco, do not have to pay
into that fund, so their cigarettes are cheaper by the pack and carton.
Missouri is dead last in cigarette taxes with just 17-cents a pack. The nation average is
$1.53 a pack.

Major Brands

versus Generic No-Brands

People like Town and Country Mayor Jon Dalton, who was a lobbyist for the generic
brands for over decade, are the reason of the sad, sad tax rate.
While the no-name cigarette industry favors the 23-cent increase with money going to
highway improvements, Big Tobacco was funneling in thousands of dollars to the Raise
Your Hand for Kids group to try and level the playing field at the checkout couiter.

Linda Rallo apparently reaching for an answer

When Linda and I were having a conservation about the Raise Your Hand for Kids and I
expressed some cynicism about the project, she went off on me and told me how this
was the important important thing she has every worked on.
She officially withdrew as a lobbyist for this campaign on June 27.
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THE DALTON DELAY OF GAME: Someone who attended the May 24 Subdivision
Trustees Workshop from 7-to-9 at City Hall told me that they really enjoyed it with one
exception. She said they could have used another 15 minutes listening to and asking
questions with the staff and the lawyers. They said that the 15 minutes missed was
taken up by Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton giving a 15-minute opening speech.
On June 29 it was the Neighborhood Preservation meeting. The first segment from 7to-8 was planned to be an hour including Planning and Zoning Commission
recommendations for future constructions projects. Mayor Dalton spoke first. Dalton is
the guy who has a seat and a vote on the Planning and Zoning Commission but never
shows up for meetings.
He went on and on. I heard one person say, "He is talking to us like we are first
graders."
The City Planner and Director of Public Works Craig Wilde spoke next. Trying to move
things along Wilde made an apparent unintentional shot at Dalton.
"If you look at the clock you will see we are already ten minutes behind schedule."
Wilde was followed by the Official Windbag of Town and Country Ald. Fred MeylandSmith who began repeating what Dalton had already said. The only difference is that if
Dalton was talking to a highly educated crowd like they were 1st-Graders, MeylandSmith talked to them like they were Kindergartners.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION MEETING: The first problem in
preserving your neighborhood from monster houses and 18 month long construction
projects was finding a place to park. The overflow crowd had all the parking spaces by
6:50 and people started parking on the Highway Service Road (Municipal Center Drive).
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SPEAKING OF PARKING…A PARKING RECOMMENDATION MIGHT HAVE BEEN
THE BEST PART OF THE MEETING: The second half of the presentation contained
something that affects everyone during new home construction. PARKING! Here is the
recommendation.

Construction Parking Municipal Code Section 500.160
Current
*
No specific prohibition on parking or access during a project.
*
Proposed
No parking of project traffic on the street, including supervisory
staff.
*
Must provide on-site parking.
Off-street parking only.
Temporary surface can be constructed on building site.
*
Access to/from site occurs at defined locations.
*
Adjacent roadways should be protected from mud and debris.
*
If needed off-site parking with carpool should be arranged
THE PROBLEM: This is a great policy, there is only one problem. It would be enforced
by Town and Country. While Frontenac is known for its tough enforcement of
construction sites in subdivisions, Town and Country is just the opposite. They issue
warnings. Verbal and then written warnings and rarely if ever get a contractor or subcontractor's attention by actually issuing a citation. Mayor Dalton likes to brag how
much contractors and developers like doing business in Town and Country. He claims
it is because of the great staff. Dalton as usual is full of bullshit. They like doing
business in Town and Country because the city never cites them or issues stop work
orders until they fix a problem. They can do what the want.
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As the assistant police chief in a town much wealthier than Town and Country I used to
oversee code enforcement. When contractors came to city hall for a permit they were
given the rules. If they broke the rules or parked overnight on a street, citations were
issued followed by citations and tow trucks for second violations. We didn't have any
problems.
What Town and Country should do is issue the warning when they issue the permits.
Before a contractor is handed a permit, he must review and sign forms that list simple
rules, like: the times to arrive and start work, where to park and removing mud from the
streets, etc. That is the warning. If violations occur, citations need to follow.
BUILDING SIZE AND SET BACKS: The first segment of the presentation was pretty
good once Dalton and Meyland-Smith sat down and shut up. Will McKnight of the P & Z
Commission did an excellent job of trying to make up for lost time and present the
recommendation to change some zoning requirements that would require larger new
homes to be set back further and to reduce the size of a single side wall that could block
out the sun on a neighbor's property.
It is an issue across town. Rather than try and paraphrase the presentation here is a
link to the power point presentation.
http://mo-townandcountry.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/1421

If you look at the citizens at an evening meeting you see them in shirt sleeves and
causal attire. But look who is standing on the dais above everyone else with his usual
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high end suit and French cuffs. Folks this man has the classic "Little Guy" complex. He
has to be in the center or above everyone else and has to be better dressed.
HERE IS A PERFECT EXAMPLE: Here is a photo after Cpl. Chris Moore received an
award for saving someone's life who was in a burning car. Who is in the center of the
photo? It isn't Cpl. Moore.

PARADE FOR THE PARENTS MORE THAN THE KIDS, JUDGING FROM THE
CRIES OF "I'M WET" AND "IT'S RAINING CAN WE GO HOME?" It was funny that
this year when there was a drizzle and light rain the Thornhill Subdivision Parade and
March to the swimming pool went on. A number of the kids were complaining about
getting wet and being in the rain. Subdivision President Randy Stevens told them to
quit complaining. After going 1/2 block from the start point it really began raining hard.
It was almost as if some parents and Stevens wanted this more than the kids.
But at the pool there was another problem. The Trustees allowed a homeowner to bring
a large glass bowl full of Skittles, which broke a rule of NO GLASS at the pool. The kids
were supposed to guess how many Skittles in the glass bowl. As happens at a pool kids
start running around and lo and behold the glass bowl and Skittles get knock off the
table, the glass shatters with some going into the pool.
This required closing the pool, bringing in a pool maintenance company and employees
with scuba tanks searching for glass in the pool. What gets me is that it is coming out of
the subdivision fund which is funded by a lot of homeowners who never go to the pool.
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It is not being paid for by the person who broke the rules by bringing glass into the pool
area or the board of trustee members who allowed it.
Here is part of the email from the trustees. We later learned that Randy Stevens, the
guy pushing golf carts on the streets for three years despite being told no by the city,
was on the committee for the pool party and approved the Skittle Contest. He also
spins this to give himself a pat on the back.
As part of the festivities, there was a contest to guess the number of skittles in the jar. The kids were
excited, to say the least. The only problem was the jar was made of glass. As it turned out, the jar ended
up being broken on the pool deck and we had to immediately close the pool.
Pro Pool is resolving the issue and unfortunately, the pool is closed until everything is cleaned and
inspected. The worse case would be that we would have to completely drain the pool, clean out all the
pipes and filter systems and start all over. You can imagine the cost of this exercise and the fact that the
pool could be closed for up to 5-7 days.
That said, the good news is that Pro Pool was able to send the scuba divers in and clean up very little
glass in the deep end. Our quick response to close the pool and shut down the pump systems was very
important.

Laws Are for Little People

A headline ref the Hillary nonprosecution decision from the Wall Street Journal a subdivision resident sent me about accepting
responsibility…just substitute "Rules" for Laws.

The WET Parade got wetter shortly after this photo was snapped.
22

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 178

July 11, 2016
LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN OPPOSITION TO ASSISTED LIVING/NURSING
HOME DEVELOPMENT ARE WARNED IT COULD BE WORSE. It was a huge crowd
at the Chesterfield Planning meeting on Monday night June 27. The crowd was there
for citizen input on the proposed plan to change zoning to allow a 4-story 172,000
square foot combination residential units, assisted living units and units for Alzheimer
patients on 5.21 acres. This would be located at Baxter and Wildhorse Creek Road.

They showed up with protest signs.
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The meeting started at 7 o'clock, but the Commission took a break before hearing the
Shellbourne Heathcare project at 8 o'clock. Here is part of the crowd in the lobby. More
were outside.
The developers (Shellbourne Heathcare, LLC):

First row by himself is local attorney Mike Doster, directly behind him is lawyer and
regular bully working for developers, 70-plus-year-old attorney John King. Next to King
is Mark Hallowell from St. David's, Pennsylvania, a corporate officer with Shellbourne
Healthcare.
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John King, who I consider one of the true bullies and jerks in the zoning business, laid
out figures connected with the project that may or may not be very accurate.
95 surface level parking spaces
40 underground parking spaces
King said there would 52 employees, but when he gave the shifts they would be working
it did not add up to 52. He claimed the following:

7-3
3-11
11-7
8-4

21 employees
18 employees
4 employees
4 managers

That comes up to 47, so I had to take with a grain of salt anything else King had to say,
not that I didn't already knowing King's track record back when I was an alderman.
He claimed the apartments would be 1-bedroom units either 655 square feet, 685
square feet, 717 square feet or 966 sq feet. King claimed the 2-bedroom apartments
would be either 961 sq feet or 1441 sq feet. Rents would be between $4,000 and
$6,000 a month.
The assisted living units would be either one-bedroom or two bedrooms with rents being
between $6,000 and $9,000 a month.
The Ying and the Yang: Current zoning would allow part of the project but not all of it.
However current zoning would allow over 60 other businesses, including liquor stores,
gas stations, tattoo parlors, restaurants, bars and lots of other businesses.
This was a non-voting meeting but some of the comments were interesting. Planning
Commission member Wendy Geckler spoke as if she might be in favor of the facility.
"I'm concerned with what can go there and this gives us a chance to change that," said
Geckler. Her words would be echoed later in the evening by other Planning members.
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Wendy Geckler
Before the public comments began, Planning chairman Stanley Proctor has some words
of warning.
"We don't have that many speakers FOR this, so it will not take too long. We have quite
a few who want to speak against it and it will take a long time."
Later as the audience finished loudly clapping after a speaker against the project spoke,
Proctor had this to say:
"Extended clapping also extends the time you will be here. We have 50 speaker cards
and if they all take five minutes we will be here for another six hours," said Proctor, who
urged people if other people had said what they plan to say to skip speaking. Their
speaker's card in opposition would still be in the minutes.
The only member of the public who lived in the area to speak in favor was Maurice
Hirsch, who lives in the large neighborhood known as The Reserve. "Shellbourne
makes so much sense compared to what else is permitted," Hirsch, a former member of
the Planning Commission said.

Maurice Hirsch
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Here are some of the many comments made by those in opposition:
The City needs to stay with the current zoning plan and not change it to allow a
behemoth building.
Shellbourne obtained the state certificate of need from a bankrupt company, Vision
Ventures, LLC.
There will be a decline in property values up to 20-percent a house with a large multi
story building in a residential area.
There will be noise pollution from trucks and ambulances and it will affect students'
academics.
The traffic will increase with residents' (apartment residents who still drive), physicians
who make rounds, employees, visitors, medical equipment suppliers, maintenance and
trash trucks, transportation vehicles such as busses and vans and deliveries.
There is no demand for assist living living units in the area within 15 miles of
Chesterfield with vacancy rates up to 30%.
There are six assisted living facilities in Chesterfield now.
I moved from Granite City to Chesterfield. It is a big leap. Sales agents for Pulte Homes
told us there would be a genealogy library going in where they want to put it.
Here are some of the people who spoke in opposition:

27

There were three more voices from the dais saying much the same that Wendy Geckler
had said.
Mayor Bob Nation reminded the group, while apartment are not permitted in part of the
area, assisted living facilities are already permitted in residential zoned areas.
Councilman Dan Hurt and another member of the commission both twice mentioned
how currently businesses that some could be considered much worse than retirement
apartments are permitted. Changing the zoning would keep those businesses out and
away from their neighborhood.
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Mayor Nation

Councilman Hurt

There were several other councilpersons plus a former councilperson, Connie Fults, in
the audience.

TROUBLE AHEAD PREDICTED AT CHESTERFIELD FINANCIAL
MEETING: On Tuesday June 28 Co-Interim City Administrator Mike Geisel and
Finance Director Craig While held a financial meeting with a look into the future, for all
elected officials and city department heads. It was not a pleasant trip to 2022.
Sparing no words! Mike Geisel did not mince words about the subject of the meeting.
"This is not a budget discussion. It is 'Finance 101.' I'm confident that by the end of
the night I will have offended each one of you either intentionally or unintentionally," said
Geisel.
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At the end of the meeting Geisel made it clear by inferring in a big way that the former
city administrator, Mike Herring, had been hiding key financial information from the
council.
"I think the problem has been here. You have been denied detailed information to make
decisions on it."
Geisel used the pre-recession year of 2008 to compare 2016 figures.
In 8-years due to the drop in the interest rates the city has seen a huge drop on already
conservative investment revenues from $500,000 a year to $50,000 a year.
Revenue Growth drops: Not revenue, but revenue growth is down 6-percent since
2008.
Utility Taxes PLUMMET! There has been a $959,000 drop in utility taxes. The
biggest drop is in telephone taxes. Court rulings have said cell phone fall under the
utility tax. But cell phone companies say they are selling data time and most phones
are being used more to send text messages or access the internet.
While taxes on electric bills have gone up 54%, telephone taxes have dropped
$960,000 and natural gas taxes have dropped $400,000 due to a reduction in rates.
While Chesterfield elected officials may hope for a mild winter followed by a cool
summer to keep their utility costs down, as a city official they should be hoping for a
very cold winter and hot summer to increase utility tax revenues.
All departments have smaller budgets but one: I'm amazed that the Parks
Department is spending less, but they are. The only department that had its budget go
up in the last eight years was the police department. But even that was modest.
The Police Department saw an increase in spending by 22.6% since 2007. That is
$1,700,000 increase that included a force reduction in 2011. However that was all labor
costs and the department has grown since the reduction due to the recesssion.
Currently 91% of the police budget goes to labor costs. By 2017 the labor costs are
projected to be 93% of the entire PD's budget. In 2007 it was just 88%. If you cut out
the labor numbers, in 2015 the police department's costs are $62,000 less than in 2007.
Parks needs to watch spending: It was pointed out that the Parks Department has a
$2,500,000 reserve, but the Parks Department is spending $334,000 more this year
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than there is revenue. If the reserve fund keeps getting eaten away at that rate, there
will not be much left by 2022.
SALES TAX REVENUES: The below table shows that out of $1,438,626,263 in total
sales made by Chesterfield merchants, $101,000,000 was collected in sales taxes for
the State of Missouri and numerous taxing districts. Missouri collected $60,781,960 of
the sales taxes.
The County, the Tax Pool, special taxing districts like Arch Grounds, Mass Transit, E911 and more collected $41,540,333.
Chesterfield's three sales taxes generated the following: $7,193,131 City Parks,
$7,193,131 City Capital Improvements and $6,976,044 from the Sales Tax Pool.

PROPERTY TAX: No one any longer pays a City property tax in the City of
Chesterfield. Here is a breakdown of where your property taxes go. The residents of
Chesterfield provide $83.5-million to Parkway and Rockwood Schools, $22.8-million to
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the Special School District, $16.2-million to two fire districts, not to mention $5.1-million
to the mismanaged Zoo-Museum District and $4.6-million to the County Library.

Chesterfield has the highest assessed valuation of residential, commercial and
industrial property of any municipality in St. Louis County at almost $2-billion.
The City sees no revenue from any property tax.
Here are the top 12 municipalities for property value in St. Louis County.
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HERE IS THE WOLF AT THE DOOR: The problem Chesterfield faces is bond debt
retirement. Those rates the City has to pay annually for past Capital Improvement
Bonds and City Hall Construction Bonds continue to increase. The Capital
Improvement Bond hits a $1,944,250 payment in 2019 before it expires.
The City Hall construction bond hits a high in 2020 at $1,657,500, but does not expire
until 2022 when the City makes a final payment at $1,025,000. Plus the Parks
Department budget reserve will continue to dwindle.
"There is clearly a problem," said Geisel.
"We should be showing (residents) that what we are doing is not attainable in the long
range," said Public Works Director Jim Eckrich.
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"There are nine people responsible to 50,000 on how the money is spent. We are not
bound by other council actions," said Barb McGuinness.

Mike Geisel closed the meeting at the 2-hour and 57 minute mark with some more
strong words.
"50-percent of our income is from sales tax. We have an unhealthy reliance on sales
tax. We don't have the other sources we need to operate if sales taxes drop."
Here is the link to the power point presentation by Mike Geisel:
http://www.chesterfield.mo.us/webcontent/CouncilPackets/6-282016_City_Council_Finance_Discussion_packet.pdf

TWO MISSING AS SIX OF EIGHT COUNCILPERSON AND MAYOR SHOW UP FOR
THREE HOUR FINANCIAL WORKSHOP Staff has to give second presentation to
missing councilpersons. Perhaps someone who needed to the information the most,
Bridget Nations was not present . She was out of town. Bruce DeGroot was also
missing, but he was in town. He declined to tell me why he missed the meeting other
than he had a "prior commitment." Bruce is currently running for State Representative.
Libby Malberg-Tucker the Community Services and Econ Development Director was the
only department head not present when the 5:30 lecture started. She did arrive 30minutes late and immediately began ignoring her boss, Geisel, by checking texts and
emails ON HER PHONE for over 15 minutes.
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Meanwhile "Joe-Cool" Councilman Randy Logan who stuffs his oversized middle age
frame in and out of a Porsche sports car, wore his sunglasses throughout the
presentation.

Libby arriving late and checking social media

Randy with the shades inside at 8 o'clock at night

ALL ALONE: It was obvious that the city does not have any labor unions or even
employee associations looking after the rights of the employees. This was an
enlightening presentation. I was the only person in the audience.
FIND THE REVENUE BEFORE YOU DEMAND SOMETHING OF THE CITY: In a
grossly long (three columns) letter to the editor in last week's West Magazine, Bill
Kirchner, whined about the lost after 2017 of the Hardees Iceplex. He cried about how
hundreds of kids who play ice hockey will have nowhere to skate. Four times he urges
the City of Chesterfield to do something (like build an indoor ice center).
Here is what Kirchner did not mention. An indoor Ice Complex almost bankrupted the
City of Brentwood back in the 1980s. Ice rinks are huge money pits. He claimed all the
people who come to an ice rink spend money in the area. If Kirchner had attended the
finance presentation he would have seen that the city does not get much of that, plus
with kids, their parents are normally taking them straight home afterwards. He would
have also seen that the city does not have money to build an ice complex.
The same goes for the large group that wants cricket pitches to be built at the
Chesterfield Athletic Complex. Neither groups wants to provide where the money would
come from and how much increased labor costs would affect the bottom line.
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NEXT ON THE $$$ LIST: That is the Doorack property on Old Chesterfield Airport
Road and Baxter has to be next of the list of things for the City Council to seriously
discuss. The city is paying $85,000 a year since 2009 to rent this empty lot and has no
use for it. The lease runs until 2019 when after spending $850,000 for a vacant lot it
never used, the city can buy it for just $1,000,000 more.

THE UNVEILING OF WHAT IS IN THE FLOWERS: I like to say, "THE POWER OF
THE NEWSLETTER." Often when I post a column/newsletter about a dangerous
situation, ugly situation or stupid situation involving a street, park or other form of public
property there is a quick fix. This was not the case when I posted photos of the
completely hidden fire hydrant at the Chesterfield City Hall. When this was ignored, I
asked Jim Eckrich, Director of Public Works, if he was part of a conspiracy to burn down
the City Hall and to that end had hidden the fire hydrant in front of the building. He had
a quizzical look on his face and I then told him how they city had hidden the main
hydrant for City Hall.
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A week later I saw Jim again and he told me that he didn't know what the hell I was
talking about, but finally figure it out. He said it was a Park's Department crew that
planted everything around that hydrant and he ordered them to remove the vegetation.
Now if only he could get them to paint the hydrant. (the same colors…the colors tell fire
fighters what size of water main is supplying the hydrant.)
POLICE BLOTTER: Here is what the cops had to do in chesterfield last week:

CHESTERFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT
Media Report June 29, 2016 - July 5, 2016
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Time of Occurrence

Generic Address Business/Location Name

Incident Type

07/05/2016, 0028 17XXX WILD HORSE CREEK RD First Baptist Church Drugs Paraphernalia
Brief Narrative Description: 18 yo male in possession of marijuana paraphernalia after
suspicious person check.
07/05/2016, 0136 I64 HWY W & LONG Drugs Paraphernalia
Brief Narrative Description: 28 yo male in possession of marijuana paraphernalia after being
stopped for a traffic violation.
07/04/2016, 1230 - 07/05/2016 , 0735 2X BAXTER LN Larceny over $500 from Auto
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's unlocked vehicle and took
power tools.
07/04/2016, 0930 - 07/04/2016, 1800 18XX CLARKSON RD Sunrise Assisted Living Larceny
over $500 from
Residence
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took jewelry box containing jewelry from
apartment.
07/02/2016, 1647 4X THF BLVD Target Fraud Credit Card
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's credit card information to make
purchase.
06/29/2016, 1200-06/30/2016, 1200 BLACK BIRCH DR & SCHOETTLER VALLEY DR
Property Damage City Property Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject drew graffiti
in wet concrete.
06/30/2016, 1200 19XX LONE TRAIL LN Violation of Ex-Parte/Full Ord Full Order
Brief Narrative Description: 49 yo male violated the conditions of a court order of protection by
contacting victim on social media.
07/03/2016, 2200-07/05/2016, 0715 15XXX HIGHCROFT DR Larceny under $500 from Auto
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's unlocked vehicle and took a
firearm and loose change.
07/05/2016, 1518 1XX THF BLVD Sally's Beauty Supply Larceny under $500 Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject concealed flat iron and left store without paying.
07/05/2016, 1000 20XX LONG CASTLE FOREST CT Fraud Identity Theft
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's information to request an
additional credit card be sent to another address.
05/23/2016, 1200 6XX POST RD Fraud Credit Card
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's credit card to make purchases.
07/04/2016, 1700 18XXX OUTLET BLVD Great Wraps Assault Common - Actual Assault
Brief Narrative Description: 33 yo male pushed victim after argument causing no injuries.
07/03/2016, 1728 17XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD Sunglass Hut (Retail Store) Larceny over
$500 Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subjects grabbed sunglasses and ran out of store
without paying.
07/03/2016, 1544 17XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD The Gap Larceny under $500
Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: 19 yo female concealed clothing and left store without paying.
06/30/2016, 1200 14XXX TIMBERBLUFF DR Fraud Identity Theft
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's information to open up credit card
accounts.
07/02/2016, 1445 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Claire's Larceny under $500 Shoplifting
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Brief Narrative Description: 20 yo male concealed ear rings and left store without paying.
Subject also initially gave officer false information.
07/01/2016, 0000-07/01/2016, 2359 1XX THF BLVD Walmart Fraud Credit Card
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's credit card information to make
purchase.
07/01/2016, 0002 2XX S WOODS MILL RD BSI Construction Trespassing Private Property
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject observed walking around construction site.
07/01/2016, 1250 2XX THF BLVD Lowe's Larceny under $500 Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject attempted to take home security system out of
store but was stopped by management before leaving.
07/01/2016, 1532 13XXX LAND O WOODS DR Larceny under $500 from Person
Brief Narrative Description: 23 yo female took drugs from victim's backpack.
06/17/2016, 1200 3XX PENSHURST PL Fraud Identity Theft
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's information to open up credit card
account.
07/01/2016, 2100 17XXX CHESTERFIELD AIRPORT RD 54th Street Larceny under $500
Business
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subjects left restaurant without paying for their bill.
06/29/2016, 1837 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Victoria's Secret Larceny over $500
Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subjects concealed clothing and left store without
paying.
03/25/2016, 0800 - 06/30/2016, 1300 15XXX SUMMER RIDGE DR Larceny over $500 from
Residence
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took firearm from residence.
06/29/2016, 1930 6XX THUNDERBIRD CT Property Damage to Vehicle
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject scratched the side of victim's vehicle.
06/30/2016, 1705 12XX WILSON AVE Fraud Scam
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject attempted to convince victim to send money for
fraudulent family member in jail scam.
06/30/2016, 2238 MONTERRA DR & OLIVE BLVD Drugs Paraphernalia
Brief Narrative Description: 27 yo male in possession of marijuana paraphernalia after being
stopped for a traffic violation.
06/30/2016, 2256 10XX WOODLAKE VILLAGE DR Liquor Violation MIP
Brief Narrative Description: Three 16 yo males, one 17 yo male, and one 15 yo male in
possession of alcohol at social gathering. 48 yo male also given summons for failure to
supervise.
06/28/2016, 1700-06/29/2016, 0800 13XXX COLISEUM DR Property Damage to Vehicle
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle.
06/14/2016, 1100 - 06/20/2016, 1600 6X FOUR SEASONS SHPG CTR Anyttme Fitness
Larceny under $500 from Person Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took victim's
credit card and used it to make purchases.
06/29/2016, 1710 17XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD Foot Locker Robbery With Gun
Brief Narrative Description: 25 yo male took shoes and attempted to leave store without
paying. After being stopped by employee, subject implied he had a gun but did not display one.
Subject then left the area.
06/29/2016, 1537 16XXX SWINGLEY RIDGE RD Centene Weapons Violation Firearm
Brief Narrative Description: 38yo female had a loaded firearm in her purse but did not
possess a concealed permit.
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NOW OPEN: The Stackhouse on Olive Blvd at Hog Hollow replacing Miller's Crossing.

FOUR HOURS AFTER SHOOTING: This is the patrol car that was assigned to
the Ballwin Police Officer who was gunned down on New Ballwin Road at 11 Am on
Friday leaving West County on a flatbed tow truck. It was at EB Manchester Road at
Highway 141 being followed by a St. Louis County Police Crime Lab van.

CARTOONS: This week all the editorial cartoons deal with Hillary. There were a few
Trump cartoons, but the really good ones all dealt with Hil. Maybe around the
Republican Convention we can do more on The Donald.

40

41

42

43

44

45

