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TOWN AND COUNTRY MAN CHARGED WITH STEALING OVER $700,000 FROM
HIS PARENTS: We found multiple felony criminal charges over the last year against 28year-old Patrick Capps Ahlering who was living at home with his parents at 13020
Mason View Court off of Mason Road in Town and Country. From court documents
Patrick has apparently been stealing from his parents for some time before they started
calling the police. In the cases between November of 2015 and August of 2016 he stole
over $44,000 from his father and over $700,000 of property from mom. We don't know
how much was stolen before then.
The first case involves Patrick taking his father's Master Card and Am Ex credit cards
and charging over $40,000 of merchandise between November 1, 2015 and February 3,
2016; much of it which he later sold. The following is from the court file:

Patrick Capps Ahlering

Mug shot

Feb. 2016 Facebook post
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The next charge involved Patrick stealing over $700,000 in jewelry from his mother's
jewelry boxes in the master bedroom, plus gold coins. The jewelry was sold to a store
in Manchester. Some of it was recovered by the police but other pieces had been sold
or melted down.
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This charging document spells out the story. Patrick is not a drug addict. He has a
very big gambling problem. He was arrested for the $700,000 theft at a Casino.
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Dr. George Ahlering

(Left) Julie Ahlering

The most recent crime against his parents happened in August and had escalating side
effects. By now he was kicked out of the house and on August 19 either a housekeeper
or house sitter was at the house when he broke into the house and stole a Colnago
Road bike belonging to his father valued at $4,000.
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You have to wonder about the whole family setup at the Ahlering house, a nice 8,000plus square foot house on 1.58 acres. Patrick has a high dollar lawyer representing him,
Vanessa Antoniou of Clayton. Unless Patrick had a good night at the crabs table I have
to think that the victims (mom and dad) are paying for his defense. Maybe more
interesting is that long time Federal and State Prosecutor Tom Dittmer's son, also Tom
Dittmer is prosecuting all the cases.

The house has 9 bathrooms and five bedrooms. It was built for the Ahlerings in 1999
for $525,000. It is now estimated to be worth between $1,650,000 and $2,500,000
depending on what real estate website you land on.
As a sidelight there as the result of the August 19 police dispatch of a "Burglary in
Progress" a Town and Country Police unmarked car was involved in a collision at
Mason Road and I-64 that totaled a couple of cars.
5

While the Town and Country Police unmarked car had its emergency lights working
and the officer was sounding the electric air horn the officer's view and the view of the
other driver was obstructed by vehicles that had already stopped. The police car was
going against a red light and the officer was at fault.
The person and car that was hit by the police car was from Ladue. The driver
complained of minor injuries. Luckily it was just a Volvo and not a $100,000 Mercedes.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY WOMAN WITH PRIOR DWI HAS TROUBLE PULLING
OVER. SHE IS CONVICTED IN STATE COURT OF HER SECOND DWI.
CHESTERFIELD PROSECUTOR TIM ENGELMEYER WAS HER DEFENSE
ATTORNEY: Kathryn Painter, 26, of 13223 Romany Way Court in the Laurel Lakes
subdivision was having a tough time driving on Thursday morning January 14 at 2:42
am.
Town and Country Police Officers often find themselves on Manchester Road even
though it is either in Des Peres or unincorporated St. Louis County and not Town and
County. They have to use it to go from I-270 to Topping Road or to Barrett Station
Road to patrol the Laurel Lakes subdivision or to Mason Road or to the Manchester
Meadows Shopping Center in Town and Country, that's on Manchester Road.
On January 14 Cpl. Chris Moore was west on Manchester Road from Topping Road
when he observed a 2006 gold Honda Accord driving slowly swerving from the right
lane onto the shoulder. As the car approached the entrance to Sam's Club it swerved
off the road and nearly struck the concrete "pork chop" lane divider at the San's Club
driveway entrance.
Cpl. Moore was able to stop the car at the Shell Gas station before Mason Road. The
driver drove up on on a curb and then peel out off the curb before stopping.
Cpl. Moore immediately was greeted with the usual evidence of a drunk driver,
bloodshot , glassy, watery eyes staring off, a strong smell of booze on the driver's
breath and slurred confused and mumbling speech. The following from Cpl. Moore's
report tells much of the story of how drunk Kathryn Painter was:
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Take a close look at her mug shot. Yes Ms. Painter failed her field sobriety tests.
She was arrested and taken to the Town and Country Police Station where she refused
to be interviewed or to take a breath test.
Painter had a prior DWI in 2009.
She was also sued in 2013 for causing an auto accident.
OUTCOME: Tim Engelmeyer is supposed to keep people safe from Drunk Drivers as
he is the Judge in Creve Coeur and the prosecutor in Chesterfield and Des Peres.
Guess where Painter was driving when Cpl. Moore spotted her. She was in Des Peres.
Engelmeyer also represented in with her 2009 DWI arrest.

Engelmeyer who often would rather get area criminals off
while creating a clear conflict of interest than protect the public.
8

On June 09, 2016 Painter pled guilty to the DWI before Associate Circuit Judge Joe
Dueker. He sentenced her to six months in jail, but immediately placed her on a twoyear SES probation term with the conviction going on her driving record.
She also appealed the Driver's License Revocation issued for Failure to Take a Breath
Test. She lost that appeal. Her license was suspended for the breath test violation and
revoked for the DWI conviction.

TOWN AND COUNTRY SEPTEMBER
2016 DEER CRASH REPORT Accidents were up for September 2016 (7) compared to
September 2015 (3) as we enter the three worst months of the year for deer-vehicle
crashes. Here is where they were last month:
09/01/16
09/12/16
09/13/16
09/20/16
09/23/16
09/26/16
09/28/16

06:23 AM
07:41 PM
07:58 PM
11:29 PM
01:40 AM
03:00 PM
06:14 PM

900 block of Weidman Road (Ward 3)
South Outer Road at Maryville Centre overpass (Ward 4)
North Forty Outer Road ramp to WB I-64 (Ward 4)
Ramp SB I-270 to WB I-64 (Ward 1)
Mason Road at Wheatfield Farms (Ward 2)
Mason Road at Thornhill Estates (Ward 2)
12300 block of Clayton Road (Ward 1)

2016 Deer Accident Locations Jan-September (40)

I-64 Ballas to Mason 4 Wards 1 and 2
I-64 Mason to Hwy 141 2 Ward 4
I-270 South City Limits to North CL 6 Ward 1
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Ballas Road 2 Ward 1
Clayton Road Mason to Bopp 1 Wards 2 & 1
South Outer Forty Road Municipal Center Drive to Mason 1 Wards 1 & 2
South Outer Forty Road Mason to West City Limits 1 Wards 3 and 4
North Outer Forty Drive 2 Wards 1, 2 & 4
Topping Road 1 Wards 1 & 2
Mason Road (Clayton to south city limits) 4 Ward 2
Mason Road (Clayton North to Conway) 2 Wards 2 and Wards 4
Clayton Road (Mason to Woods Mill) 2 Ward 3
Weidman Road 1 Ward 3
Woodsmill Road 2 Wards 3 and 4
Highway 141 9 Wards 3 and 4
Town and Country has $102,000 in the 2017 Budget for lethal deer management, up
$22,000 from 2016.
TOWN AND COUNTRY'S DIRECTOR OF SERVICES REFUSES TO DO MUCH
CODE ENFORCEMENT: The complaints about the City of Town and Country refusing
to enforce code violations are getting to be a regular topic. I have written about the city
refusing to cite home builders for leaving mud on the streets for years and the City's
response has been to warn them, then warn them and then warm them again. Whereas
down the road in the City of Frontenac the warning comes when the construction permit
is issued; after that it is citations. I operated the same way when I was a police
commander in Chevy Chase, Maryland. Citations got people's attention and when they
came back on new projects there were no violations.
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Then there was the sign on a city owned street that the Town and Country Estates
subdivision put up off of South Forty Outer Road that proclaimed "Residents Only"
inferring it was a private street. The subdivision is all city streets and they received
"beautification" grant money from the city for projects beyond the sign two years ago.
The sign was erected on city roadway (area off pavement that is still part of the
"roadway"). The Director of Services assured me that he would have the subdivision
take it down. Two years later it is still up. The city needs to take the sign down. If the
Director of Services won't do it the city administrator or alderpersons need to order him
to.

Recently a resident from the Wheatfield Farms subdivision sent me an email
complaining of the non-enforcement of the trash cans on busy two lane major roads in
violation of the the city trash ordinance. I photographed dozens of violations. The city
does issue waivers to the ordinance. One such waiver was on a very dangerous
section of road with a sharp curve where a stopped trash truck would be a clear hazard.
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I inquired asking what was the criteria to be able to get a waiver. I never got a
response. I think that is because there is not one. Alderpersons don't seem to care.

Last week I received an email ref Westminster Christian Academy refusing to follow city
zoning that only allows a temporary removable sound system at their football field. A
2016 Circuit Court order followed that supported the zoning requirements. Instead
Westminster installed a permanent sound system. When residents in nearby houses
complained the city did not take enforcement action.
Here is an email with the City's position from Ald. Fred Meyland-Smith to residents:
From: Fred Meyland-Smith <meyland@sbcglobal.net<mailto:meyland@sbcglobal.net>>
Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2016 8:09 PM
Subject: Fw: Westminster
Thought you should see this message from Gary Hoelzer.
The issue still remains that Westminster does not have a CUP in place for any system which will be
addressed.
Fred
On Monday, October 17, 2016 10:13 AM, "Hoelzer, Gary A." <HoelzerGA@town-andcountry.org<mailto:HoelzerGA@town-and-country.org>> wrote:
I was just informed that Westminster is installing equipment to limit the decibel output of their PA system
at the football field so that it cannot exceed the limit allowed by our noise ordinance. Testing will take
place on Tuesday or Wednesday to test the system so you may hear from some of your constituents. I
was also informed that there is a playoff football game at Westminster this Saturday.
Gary
Gary Hoelzer
City Administrator

This did not sit well with residents. Here is a response:
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From: Margaret Waterbury <mh2obury@yahoo.com<mailto:mh2obury@yahoo.com>>
Date: October 18, 2016 at 8:52:52 PM CDT
To: Fred Meyland-Smith <meyland@sbcglobal.net<mailto:meyland@sbcglobal.net>>, Subject: Re:
Westminster
Reply-To: Margaret Waterbury <mh2obury@yahoo.com<mailto:mh2obury@yahoo.com>>
So I'm confused....if they don't have a CUP in place, how can they legally "install equipment to limit the
decibel output of their PA system"?? Please advise.
Margaret

Her point is the Conditional Use Permit does not allow them to install lights or a
permanent sound system. But the letter from the city indicates they have installed a
permanent sound system which they are now adjusting. She and others in the nearby
subdivisions are upset that the city refuses to enforce its zoning.

MASON ROAD SOUTH WORKING GROUP HAS FINAL MEETING, ONE MEMBER
DISAGREES WITH CONCLUSION OF FINDINGS: At this meeting Services Director
Craig Wilde reported that after two weeks of speed studies on Mason Road the
average speed coming out of the sharp curve before Lochinvar was 28 MPH which is 7
MPH under the 35 MPH speed limit.
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He continued that the 85 percentile or 15% of the cars were going 30 MPH or faster.
Further up after the curve near Lochinvar 85% of the drivers were at 36 MPH or less.
Anytime the speed survey discussion seemed to indicate speeding traffic Karen
McKnight, a member of the Parks and Trails Commission would immediately get on the
defensive. McKnight at both meetings was very defensive when safety was brought up
as a reason to slow down the project. But it was for not. The survey was used to
convince the group that in the words of former KMOX cleaning lady Miriam Blue "All is
well."
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Almost everyone agreed that the speed study showed there was not a problem with
excessive speed at the planned crosswalk north of the curve; EXCEPT ONE PERSON.
Alderperson Lindsey Butler made the lone dissenting comment, which was on point.
"I came away with something completely different. This shows people are speeding,"
she said. She was referring that while the legal speed limit was 35 the engineering
recommended safe speed for driving in that curve is 20 MPH and the average drivers
are already speeding well over the recommended speed for safety.
"We planned it at the point where you are going the slowest and 80% are going faster
than the recommended speed."
A member of the group from the Kings Glen subdivision said there should be something
to make drivers more aware. However, Wilde has already announced that the County
Highway Department, which maintains Mason Road would not allow any flashing lights
or anything other than the standard signage.
With everyone but Ald. Butler stating they like the plans after the speed survey, City
Administrator Gary Hoelzer announced there was no need for the group to meet again
and the meeting was closed.
I hope that this group of people who decided to ignore all the serious accidents at this
location, with many where cars left the road due to excessive speed, isn't around when
someone gets hit crossing the street here.

This is exactly where they want to put a crosswalk and it is the location of two accidents
this spring due to drivers using excessive speed.
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October 31, 2016
UPDATE: THE BASEBALL DOME AND NEW BASEBALL FIELDS The
mainstream media finally got onto the Baseball Dome story after we posted our article
with documents late on Friday October 14, 2016. It appeared in the Post-Dispatch a
week later on Friday October 21 and then again on Saturday October 22. Both pieces
by St. Louis County government reporter Steve Giegerich missed an important part of
reporting. They didn't tell the other side of the story.
There were three councilpersons who voted against the deal. He didn't get any
statements from any of them.
Alex Fees a former KSDK reporter now at KTVI did a story on this on Sunday October
23. It was a love piece. He mentioned how he used to work at a TV station with Dan
Buck who with Cardinal Manager Mike Matheny are the front men for this deal.
THE MAYOR MAKES STRANGE COMMENTS: On the Alex Fees story Mayor Bob
Nation stated how this was "not going to cost the City of Chesterfield anything."
This had me scratching me head trying to figure out where he came up with that. The
city is going to lease 30 acres to Buck and Matheny's group plus buy 22 acres for
$2,050,000 and include that in a lease of 52 total acres. No lease will start until the
developer has started vertical construction on the dome or hotel. That could be two
years.
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The proposed lease agreement is only for the 30 acres. There is no mention of the rent
on the 22 acres section. If the 22 acres is worth $2,050,000, the 30 acres should be
worth 27% more. That would be worth $2,603,500. So the developers need to pay rent
to cover $4,653,500 worth of property. Now you are talking maybe as much as 30
years to cover the initial cost of the land.
Then the city does not get a full lease of $250,000 a year for 17 years. It starts at
$50,000 a year for 30 acres. The city is paying $80,000 a year for the few acres of the
Doorack property on Old Chesterfield Airport Road that is a vacant lot the city leaders
could never figure out how to use. The 10-year lease will cost the city $800,000 for a
vacant lot and the city is paying the real estate taxes for the Dooracks as part of the
lease agreement. When it comes to leasing land Chesterfield doesn't seem to know
what they are doing.
In the first five years of the lease after the building construction has begun the city will
receive just $264,766 in reduced lease money toward the value of the 30 acre acre
property that is worth around $2,603,500.
After 10 years the city will have taken in $793,514 in lease fees on the 30 acres..
After 15 years the Dome will have paid $1,403,523 in lease fees, versus the $2,603,500
value of the 30 acres of the existing city property being lease.
It will take 19-years of being a landlord before Chesterfield will have received
enough money to cover the $2,603,500 value of the 30 acres of city property. It is
as if the city gave Matheny and Buck the 30 acres for a very reduced rate for 19 years.
In the letter of intent there is no mention how much Buck and Matheny group will
pay for the annual lease on the 22 acres the city will buy for $2,050,000.
Part of the lease agreement requires that the city only spend lease money on the
existing Chesterfield Athletic Complex. That currently includes 19 combination
baseball/softball fields, plus eight practice fields of younger players and a rubberized
field for youths with disabilities.
They also have football/soccer/rugby fields.
THE OTHER SIDE: I asked the three councilpersons who voted against the proposal
for their comments.
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"I had several reasons for voting against it," said Councilman Tom DeCampi. "I'm
fine with the purpose. I was asking to sell the property (30 acres) outright to them. I'm
all for selling it. I asked Dan Buck if he would buy it and he said, 'Absolutely.' I feel like
this is the City getting into the land speculation business and I'm against that!"
Other problem: The terms of agreement/lease (see the homepage of our website for
complete document) has a section that requires the City to be in partnership with the
Dome group to "work with the developer/lessee on rental of Chesterfield Athletic Fields
under separate terms and agreements to attract regional and national tournaments."
The Buck and Matheny group's plans show 21 outdoor baseball/softball fields plus
indoor ones on their site. But they want the City to use their existing fields built for local
residents and their children to be used for "National Tournaments."
Something is seriously wrong with that picture. Councilpersons used to demand that
area tournaments at the City's athletic fields must include at least 50% teams from the
city.
Now they have signed up to give up some of that field time to national tournament
overflow from the Buck and Matheny group.
Here are the problems that Councilwoman Barb McGuinness has with the deal:
"I don't think the government should be in the land speculation business or "partner"
with private business in this way.
We should have sold them the land....after all.....if there's a 50 year lease...you basically
don't have the land anymore anyway. And the rent they will be paying is inexplicably,
pointlessly and ridiculously low.
Further, the City buying the land next door just to rent it to these people is alarming to
me. If these developers want the land next door for their project.....they should buy it
themselves....not the taxpayers. It will deplete nearly all the money we have in the
Park's reserve fund to do it. So if our residents think we have money to expand our
Park's system.....which, by the way, was supposed to have been built for their
benefit and use......we don't.....it will be spent on this.
Hosting national tournaments on the CVAC fields which were supposed to be for the
people of Chesterfield is concerning. I hope the kids don't get pushed out of the way.
18

Further.....landowners are generally responsible for what happens on their property in
terms of accidents and injuries. We don't need the liability and exposure."
Finally Dan Hurt, the councilman with the second longest seniority weighed in on this:
The concerns I have are related to the following:
1) "Private enterprise" like a hotel, being located on public property at below
market rates.
I have been told recently that the developers are now reconsidering this issue.
2) Losing operational control over public park land for 50 years; the maximum
lease term.
3) Not receiving fair market lease rates for the first 15 years.

TO HELL WITH LOOKING AFTER THE SAFETY OF RESIDENTS OF
CHESTERFIELD! DRUNK DRIVER FROM ST. PETERS DRIVES OFF ROAD, MOWS
DOWN TWO MAILBOXS, HITS A RETAINING WALL AND LEAVES CHESTERFIELD
COURT WITH NO POINTS ON HER LICENSE. Christine Thomas, 50, knew how the
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court systems in the St. Louis area work. On November 5, 2014 she got a moving
violation that carried 2-points on her driver's license. On February 5, 2015 she saw that
citation amended to a non-moving "Defective Muffler" charge by the court in St. Charles
County. She pled guilty to something she never did and was fined $75 and didn't have
anything on her driving record. This would repeat itself, but in a much more troubling
way later starting with an arrest in 2015.
On December 5, 2015 a 2:27 in the morning Thomas was driving from her boyfriend's
house on Deltona Drive in Chesterfield to her home in St. Peters, Missouri. She did not
manage to get out of the subdivision off of Woods Mill Road. She ended up in a
disabled vehicle in the middle of the street on Forest Crest Drive near Woods Mill Road.
Chesterfield Police Officer Wiegman was dispatched to a reported accident at 2 Forest
Crest Drive.

On his arrived he found Christine Thomas behind the wheel of her disabled 2013
Hyundai. Officer Wiegman observed skid marks and then tire tracks into the median to
her left and then to the right into the yards of #1 and #2 Forest Crest Drive, where two
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mailboxes were hit and a retaining wall was struck. This is from the police report
concerning Officer Wiegman's initial contact with Thomas:

According to the mug shot her eyes were bloodshot, Officer Wiegman reported her
speech was slurred and her balance was uncertain.
She agreed to take an unofficial field breath test. That showed her BAC level to

be .158%.
She was arrested and transported to the police station along with her dog that was in
the car at the time of the incident. The dog was placed in a cage in the sally port of the
police station.
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At the police station she refused to take an official breath test. She was charged with
DWI and Improper Lane Use (not staying on the road and crashing into 2 mailboxes and
a retention wall).
OUTCOME: Thomas left the Chesterfield Courtroom on March 15, 2016 after pleading
guilty with NO POINTS ON HER DRIVER'S LICENSE! Prosecutor Tim Engelmeyer
and "The Judge Whspher" Rick Brunk have done it again. Thomas pled guilty to DWI
and was given a 2-year SIS NO RECORD, NO FINE, NO POINTS probation term.
Engelmeyer then reduced the 2-Point Improper Lane Use charge to the No-Points
charge of Illegal Parking. Thomas pled guilty to that and was fined $273.50 and $26.50
court costs ($300 total).

If you are a Chesterfield resident, isn't it time for you to contact you councilpersons and
mayor and demand court reform and demand that drunk drivers no longer leave court
with no points on their licenses?
FOUR ARRESTS EIGHT FELONY DRUG CHARGES; SO MUCH FOR LAYING LOW
AFTER THE FIRST ARREST FOR CHESTERFIELD WOMAN. Elizabeth Halinski, 27,
of 1851 Cedar Mill Drive in Chesterfield has been very busy in the last year. She has
been arrested on felony drug charges four times and had eight charges filed against
her.
On 07/08/15 she was arrested by the Chesterfield PD for felony drug possession. The
formal charges were not filed until January of 2016 after the lab results came back.

Here is the formal charge from the court files:
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The second arrest also occurred in Chesterfield. For some reason after making an
illegal U-Turn Halinski went to a Chesterfield Police officer and admitted she was taking
more than her prescribed medicine.
She appeared to be impaired. The officer found illegal drugs on Halinski. Here is that
information from the court file.
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The third arrest came on March 09, 2016 and was made by the St. Louis County PD
in Fenton.
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Elizabeth Halinski
The fourth arrest was made by the St. Louis City Police on March 28, 2016 and it
resulted in three more charges being filed.
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Besides all this, she has the Muni Court drug charge pending in Clayton, she also has a
charge pending in Creve Coeur Municipal Court resulting from her causing a traffic
accident on Mosley Road.

CHESTERFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT
SEPTEMBER 2016 MONTHLY REPORT
Crime or Activity Sept. 2016
CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS
Non-Force Rape
0
Forcible Rape
1
Sex Offense
2
Robbery
1
Assaults
20
BURGLARY
Residential
1
Business
2
LARCENY
Felony
23
Misdemeanor
36
Auto Theft
6
Arson
0
Checks/Fraud*
31
Vandalism
12

Sept. 2015

(INCREASES HIGHLIGHTED)

YTD 2016

YTD 2015

0
0
2
1
17

1
4
7
9
157

0
4
9
9
136

7
0

23
11

35
15

15
33
2
0
22
14

195
397
26
2
221
112

178
345
16
1
873*
83
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Drug Violations
DWI
ARRESTS
Adults
Juvenile
TRAFFIC
Vehicle Crashes
Fatal
Injuries
Warnings Issued
Parking Citations
Traffic Citations
Recovered Autos
Radio Assignments
Alarms

8
3

6
6

103
80

68
90

119
6

75
16

1063
104

961
132

1416
1
286
5492
202
6663
4
40660
1069

1339
2
285
3198
177
7109
4
38515
1116

174
0
40
578
19
660
1
4206
109

156
0
45
415
10
747
0
4194
89

* In 2015 Police took IRS Tax Fraudulent filing reports. They are not in 2016.
THE DOORACK PROPERTY CONTINUES TO BE DISCUSSED IN SECRET. After
Mayor John Nations (now head of Metro Transit) and formed City Administrator Michael
Herring hid the $80,000 a year lease for 10-years for a vacant lot that there were no
plans on how to use; the current City Council is following in the tradition and holding
more secret meetings on the Doorack Property.
THROW ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER OUT OF THE WINDOW: At the Wednesday
October 19 Chesterfield City Council meeting Councilman Tom DeCampi made a
motion to put on the agenda of the November 7 City Council meeting making minutes of
closed meetings dealing with the Doorack Property open to the public.
Councilman Barry Flachsbart exploded like a bomb and made a motion to table
DeCampi's motion meaning it would be a month before it could be brought up. So much
for transparency from the City's senior councilperson!
DeCampi responded that Flachsbart could not do that. A vote had to be taken on his
motion that had been seconded.
They were both yelling and Mayor Nation held up his hands for them to stop.

29

Tom DeCampi in center with Bruce DeGroot and Randy Logan watching Barry Flachbart blow a gasket in
an apparent effort to improperly force a motion to table down DeCampi's throat.

Mayor Bob Nation looks to Interim City Attorney Chris Graville for a ruling.

Flachsbart won out according to the Interim City Attorney Chris Graville. DeCampi's
motion was tabled.
Keep in mind that before I was a pain in the ass columnist for AOL and then operating
my own website, I was an elected official and in the course of that job I bought my own
copy of Robert's Rules of Order. Over the weekend I looked this up and it appears as if
there should have been a vote on DeCampi's motion and Flachsbart was out of order.

Section 21 "To Postpone to a Certain Day" under "Motions" would indicate
that DeCampi was right in calling for a vote on his motion to place
something on the agenda for the next meeting and Flachsbart was wrong in
making a motion to block it.
I sent an email to Attorney Graville asking him if I was correct. I got a response, but he
didn't say if he agreed or disagreed.
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UNHAPPY RESIDENTS APPEAR AT CITY COUNCIL MEETING:
LOSING LAND: Don and Carolyn Knoesel along with their adult son and lawyer were
at the October 19 City Council meeting. The Knoesel's have lived on 3 acres of land at
1425 Wilson Road for 40 years.
Their complaint is that the city wants to take 1/3 of an acre of their land for a road and
bridge project. They are upset because their property is on the west side of Wilson
Road, but they claim the land on the east side of the road is owned by the city and
instead of using eminent domain and taking their property they city can use its own
property for the road project.
"They have been dogging us for two years," said Don Knoesel.
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Left side of photo is city property and right side belongs to the Knoesel family.

"From the very beginning this project didn't make a lot of sense to us," said Knoesel.
"If you must rebuild the bridge why don't you use your own property. Moving a natural
gas line seems trivial to condemning property. Everyone one of you should be alarmed
at the extreme abuse of power."
I realize 1/3 of an acre is quite a bit of property. The entire lot my house sat on in a
Maryland in suburban Washington, DC was 1/3 of an acre. But at my my age I look at it
as if it is land I no longer have to maintain and most people would not notice the
reduced size of the lots. On the other hand with residential property going for between
$400,000 and $550,000 an acre, losing 1/3 of an acre could be costly if the city did not
offer a fair price.
The Knoesels told me they have talked with Director of Public Works Jim Eckrich and
City Administrator Mike Geisel and never got answers that satisfied them.

32

The other side of the coin: We gave Chesterfield Public Works Director Jim
Eckrich a chance to respond. He declined to speak directly to the Knoesel's
statements, but like a good engineer (and half of my family are engineers, all on my
father's side) Mr. Eckrich gave a rather detailed explanation of the situation. It looks to
be a little exhausting to read, but it is actually interesting, if you are still with us at this
point.
John, I am not going to respond directly to the any comments previously made, but am going to
provide you accurate information on the project. If you have questions, need additional
information, or need clarification, please contact me. Additionally, before I go further, thank you
for sending this to me and providing me the opportunity to comment. I appreciate it.
The existing one lane culvert on Wilson Road is badly deteriorating. Since October of 2013 the
City has been inspecting this culvert every three months. A recent memorandum from the
Senior Civil Engineer in charge of these inspections indicates that “The area of delamination
has expanded significantly and a much larger area of reinforcing bars is now exposed. In
addition, two of the main reinforcing bars have entirely lost their concrete cover.” In 2013 the
City Staff realized that if no action were to be taken that the culvert would eventually need a
load restriction, and (if nothing were done) would ultimately need to be closed to traffic.
Accordingly, the City Staff presented this matter to the Planning and Public Works Committee in
February of 2014. At that time the PPW Committee, and ultimately City Council, voted to
authorize the City Staff to pursue replacement of the existing one lane culvert with a two lane
culvert. Both PPW and City Council were clear in their direction that at this time they only
wanted to consider replacement of the culvert, and that they were acutely aware of previous
concerns from area residents about changing the character of Wilson Road.
City Staff secured the services of Oates Associates, who designed the new culvert. The new
road cross section includes two ten foot drive lanes and two six foot shoulders. This was the
minimum road cross section which would meet current standards for a roadway with roadside
drainage (i.e. no curb and gutter). Now is probably a good time to bring up two important
points: 1) the City owns the property to the east, so we wanted to use as much of that property
as necessary when reconstructing the culvert. However….2) there is a six inch steel gas main
(which is a large gas main) located to the east of the bridge, in a private easement. When
constructing a public project, utilities located in public right of way must relocate at no cost to the
public agency. However, if a utility is located in easement the public agency must pay the utility
to relocate. In this case the estimated cost to Laclede Gas to relocate the gas main was
$35,000. This cost did not include any contingency or cost associated with rock removal. At
that point the City determined that the costs, strictly to relocate the gas main, could be as high
as $55,000. Therefore, in conjunction with the consultant, we made the decision to locate the
culvert as close as possible to the gas main without causing its relocation. The result is that we
were actually able to push the roadway to the east – slightly further away from the 1425 Wilson
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Road property than the existing road. However, the construction of the culvert itself would
require a small easement (see below)
Once the culvert design was completed we obtained agency (utilities, Corp of Engineers) review
and approval. After that we negotiated easements. Three easements were necessary for the
project – two on the west side of the bridge and one on the east side of the bridge. The
easement on the east side of the bridge was City property so there was no issue. We were able
to successfully negotiate a 1,312 square foot Temporary Slope and Construction Easement
(TSCE) from the property at 1415 Wilson Road. We have been unable to acquire the necessary
easement from the property at 1425 Wilson Road. I will describe those easements and that
process below:
The City sent a letter to the property owner of 1425 Wilson Road explaining the project and the
need for two easements. The first is a Permanent Drainage Easement (PDE) in the amount of
758 square feet, or 0.017 acres. This easement is a permanent easement and is necessary in
order for the City to physically construct the culvert. The second easement is a TSCE in the
amount of 6,255 square feet, or 0.144 acres. This temporary easement expires at the
completion of the project. So we are actually talking about a total of 0.161 acres of easement,
of which 0.144 is temporary and expires at the end of the project. Further, this temporary
easement is for property located within an area immediately adjacent to the creek and is only
needed to correct erosion and scour immediately downstream of the bridge, located adjacent to
the culvert on the 1425 Wilson Avenue property.
In order to ensure we offered the property owner a fair value, the City of Chesterfield secured an
appraisal for the property. We offered the property owner over the appraised value for the
property. Additionally, we have spoken to the property owner on the phone, and met with the
property owner, both at City Hall and on site, several times. Unfortunately we could not come to
an agreement that did not involve pushing the culvert further to the east and in conflict with the
gas main. We did look at this further, but in addition to the direct costs to Laclede Gas, there
would be additional costs to the City of Chesterfield in design and construction costs, which we
believe could make the total cost to relocate the gas line and redesign the project at $85,000 $100,000. Given that we are already moving the roadway to the east – away from the objecting
property owner and further east than the existing road – this did not seem to be a prudent use of
City funds. Accordingly, we have submitted the matter to the City Attorney and the City Council,
who voted to authorize proceeding with the project through condemnation. Accordingly, the
matter is currently being coordinated through the City Attorney.
John, I hope this helps. Thank you again for providing me the opportunity to comment. If you
have questions or need additional information, please let me know.
James A. Eckrich, P.E.
Public Works Director / City Engineer
City of Chesterfield
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WANTING LAND: The Cricket Players were back and they were unhappy. The city
agreed to build them a cricket pitch on the river side of the Missouri River Levee and not
on the city land east of the Parks Office that they plan to lease to Mike Matheny and
Dan Buck after spending $2,050,000 to buy an additional 22 acres.
The estimated cost to build a cricket pitch would be between $12,000 and $15,000.
The issue with the group that wants a cricket pitch is that the city would rent the field to
them at the same rate they rent baseball, soccer and football fields; $44 an hour for
games. The group claims since cricket matches take up to 4-hours, the $44 an hour fee
would be too great. They are complaining that they have to go to Ballwin or St. Charles
County to play. In the scheme of things those locations are pretty close compared to
distances and travel times people have to put up with on the East and West Coasts or
Atlanta, Chicago or Houston.
The group took to putting the kids out front in the battle at the October 19 meeting.

A city staffer is surrounded by cricket players and their parents.
The kids speaking were in grades 3 to 7. They had prepared statements all with the
same intros thanking the mayor and councilpersons. Here are few of their comments.
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"What do you live for? Imagine not having access to it. I love cricket with a passion. I
want to show the guys how good we girls are. Practice means perfect. Chesterfield
could produce cricket stars."
"I love playing cricket. We don't have a single place to play cricket in Chesterfield."
"I like to play basketball, baseball and cricket. We can play basketball and baseball
here. But we are forced to go to Manchester or O'Fallon to play cricket."
"We don't have a pitch in Chesterfield so I have to go somewhere far away."
"I love to play cricket and basketball!"
The leader and spokesman for the group, Ganesh Krishnamurthy, spoke last and
carried on a dialogue with the mayor and city Administrator Mike Geisel.
He actually needs to find another spokesman. He is from India and his accent is so
strong he is often very hard to understand.

"Wentzville and O'Fallon charge us less than $20. The city (Chesterfield) wants a cricket
pitch to raise revenue," he said, adding they want the City Council to put the matter on
the meeting agenda for more consideration.
"We charge the same for use of all the fields," said Mayor Bob Nation, who then went
into a spiel about Chesterfield being a Pool Sales Tax city despite Chesterfield having
its own Parks tax it doesn't share and has enough money laying around to buy 22 acres
at $2,050,000 for Cardinal Manager Mike Matheny and Dan Buck to lease along with 30
acres of other city property for a hotel, ball fields and sports dome.
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"The cost of construction of the pitch is not excessive, maybe $15,000 at the most," said
Mike Geisel. "I don't see how we can charge someone less for using one field than
other fields," he added.
This is where the matter ended for the night.

CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER: Read what the emn andwomen in
blue responded to last week.

CHESTERFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT
Media Report October 19, 2016 - October 25, 2016
Date Time of Occurrence

Generic Address Business/Location Name

Incident Type

10/24/2016, 1530 -10/25/2016, 0705 3XX E CHESTERFIELD CTR Drury Larceny under $500
from Auto Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle
and took a GPS unit.
10/23/2016, 1930-10/24/2016, 0620 7 SAYLESVILLE CT Burglary Residential - Garage
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's unlocked vehicle in driveway
and used garage door opener to enter garage. Money and cigar box taken from car inside
garage.
10/24/2016, 1200 3X FORESTVALE DR
Fraud Identity Theft
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's information to open up credit card
account.
10/24/2016, 2010
15XXX BLACK BIRCH DR
Assault Common - Actual Assault
Brief Narrative Description: 46 yo female pushed police officer against a wall during
disturbance investigation causing no injuries.
10/24/2016, 0130-10/24/2016, 0200 9XX TARA OAKS DR Larceny under $500 from Auto
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's unlocked vehicle and took
money and credit cards.
10/23/2016, 2200-10/24/2016, 0600 1XXX BRIDGEWAY DR Larceny under $500 from Auto
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's unlocked vehicle and took
money and a safe deposit box key.
10/10/2016, 1200 17XX CLARKSON RD West Oak Cleaners Drugs Possession - Felony
Brief Narrative Description: 35 yo female in possession of heroin, paraphernalia, and
prescription medication after theft from employer investigation.
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10/22/2016, 2200-10/23/2016, 0252 16XXX BELLINGHAM DR Burglary Residential Garage Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered victim's open garage and took
golf clubs and tools.
10/21/2016, 1900-10/22/2016, 0700 15XXX BLACK BIRCH DR Stolen Vehicle Automobile
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took victim's vehicle which was parked in
apartment parking lot.
10/23/2016, 1442 OLIVE BLVD & RIVER VALLEY DR
Drugs Possession - Misdemeanor
Brief Narrative Description: 27 yo male in possession of marijuana after being stopped for a
traffic violation.
10/23/2016, 1330 17XXX EDISON AVE
Larceny under $500 from Person
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took victim's wallet after it was left behind in
store.
10/23/2016, 1634 I64 HWY W & BOONES CROSSING Drugs Possession - Felony
Brief Narrative Description: 35 yo male in possession of heroin and paraphernalia after being
stopped for a DWI
10/23/2016, 2150 13XX CARRIAGE CROSSING LN Trespassing Private Property
Brief Narrative Description: 47 yo male refused to leave private property after being told to do
so.
10/23/2016, 1745 18XXX OLIVE STREET RD Rombach Farm Assault Common - Actual
Assault
Brief Narrative Description: 61 and 24 yo male pushed each other and broke a cell phone
during an argument over a business disagreement. Minor injury reported.
10/23/2016, 1810 18XXX OUTLET BLVD Sunglass Hut Larceny under $500 Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject concealed sunglasses and left store without
paying.
10/22/2016, 1700-10/23/2016, 1500 2 3XX GREEN CIRCLE CT Burglary Residential
Brief Narrative Description: 44 yo male forced open rear window of apartment and took a
bow, arrows, and a watch.
10/21/2016, 1620 14XXX CLAYTON RD Circle K Larceny under $500 Gas Drive Off
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject pumped gasoline and drove out of gas station
without paying.
10/22/2016, 1503
10/22/2016, 1503 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Victoria's Secret Larceny under $500
Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: 23 yo female concealed clothing and left store without paying.
10/22/2016, 1535 1XX THF BLVD Best Buy Larceny under $500 Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: 20 yo male concealed cell phone and left store without paying.
Subject then entered another store and took a sweatshirt. Also in possession of stolen clothing
from another unknown store.
10/17/2016, 1200 14XXX RUTLAND CIR Fraud Identity Theft
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's information to open up bank
account.
10/20/2016, 1551 1XX THF BLVD Walmart Fraud Credit Card
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's credit card to make purchase.
10/22/2016, 1156 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Victoria's Secret Larceny under $500
Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: 26 yo female and 25 yo male concealed fragrances and left store
without paying.
10/21/2016, 2200-10/22/2016, 0654 16XX WISHWOOD CT Larceny over $500 from Auto
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Brief Narrative Description: 21 yo male entered victim's unlocked vehicle and took stereo
equipment, radar detector, and sunglasses.
10/21/2016, 2200-10/22/2016, 0700 16XX WISHWOOD CT Larceny under $500 from Auto
Brief Narrative Description: 21 yo male entered victim's unlocked vehicle and took a gym bag.
Bag later recovered nearby.
10/21/2016, 2200-10/22/2016, 0700 16XX WISHWOOD CT Property Damage to Vehicle
Brief Narrative Description: 21 yo male broke out window on victim's vehicle.
10/21/2016, 1930-10/22/2016, 0825 15XXX BLACK BIRCH DR 1 Property Damage to
Vehicle
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle and
tampered with stereo system.
10/22/2016, 0000-10/22/2016, 0845 15XXX BLACK BIRCH DR Property Damage to
Vehicle
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle and
rummaged through the interior but did not take anything.
10/21/2016, 2100-10/22/2016, 0853 15XXX BLACK BIRCH DR Larceny under $500 from
Auto
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject broke out window on victim's vehicle and took a
power cord and flashlight.
10/05/2016, 1200-10/07/2016, 1200 12XX LURAY DR Larceny under $500 from Residence
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took FedEx package from front of victim's
residence.
10/14/2016, 0930-10/22/2016, 2030 15XXX ISLEVIEW DR Burglary Residential - Home
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject entered residence through rear unlocked
window and took electronics and watches.
10/21/2016, 1642 1XX THF BLVD Walmart Larceny under $500 Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: 34 yo male concealed alcohol and left store without paying. Also
in possession of narcotic paraphernalia.
10/20/2016, 2000-10/21/2016, 1100 7XX LONG ROAD CROSSING DR Stolen Vehicle
Automobile
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject took victim's rental car from parking lot. Victim
stated keys were left in
vehicle. Vehicle later recovered by Highway Patrol.
10/20/2016, 1938 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Hot Topics Fraud Credit Card
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's credit card to make purchases.
10/17/2016, 1200 19XX CHESTERFIELD RIDGE CIR Fraud Identity Theft
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's information to open up investment
account.
10/19/2016, 2057 2XX CHESTERFIELD MALL Lids Fraud Credit Card
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject used victim's credit card information to make
purchase.
10/19/2016, 2155 17XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD Taubmann Outlet Mall Recovered Auto
Stolen Elsewhere Brief Narrative Description: Recovered stolen auto from Kirkwood located
in parking lot of outlet mall.
10/08/2016, 1600 14XXX BANTRY LN 1 Assault Common - Actual Assault
Brief Narrative Description: 14 yo male struck victim with tennis ball causing no injuries.
10/19/2016, 1315-1725 17XXX NORTH OUTER 40 RD Taubmann Outlet Mall Stolen Vehicle
Automobile
Brief Narrative Description: 37 yo male took keys from victim's purse and took her automobile
which was parked in parking lot. Vehicle and suspect later recovered in St. Louis City.
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10/19/2016, 1600 9X SHADY VALLEY DR Assault Common - Actual Assault
Brief Narrative Description: 52 yo male and 52 yo female struck victim in head after argument
causing minor injuries.
10/19/2016, 2015 15XXX OLIVE BLVD Shell Larceny under $500 Gas Drive Off
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject pumped gasoline and drove out of gas station
without paying.
10/19/2016, 1425 16XXX BAXTER RD Larceny over $500 Person
Brief Narrative Description: 36 yo female took victim's purse after it was left unattended in
restroom.
10/19/2016, 0955 1XX THF BLVD Walmart Larceny under $500 Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: 20 yo female concealed cosmetics and left store without paying.
10/16/2016, 1631 18XXX OUTLET BLVD Michael Kors Larceny over $500 Shoplifting
Brief Narrative Description: Unknown subject concealed purses and left store without paying.

COMMENTS ON LAST WEEK'S NEWSLETTER: Here are a couple of comments from
readers about last week's newsletter. The first is from a reader in Ireland.
Sent: Saturday, October 22, 2016 2:28 PM
To: 'John Hoffmann'
Subject: : newsletter
The "meal" at Urban Chestnut looks horrendous ????.....but the choice you all have
between Clinton/ Trump is even worse???????
Here is a comment on our name "Robo Linda" concerning Alderwoman Linda Rallo
making robo calls for the 60-cent cigarette tax increase "Raise Your Hand for Kids."
Robo Rallo would have been catchier.
With Linda being from Southern California I was going for the reference to an Orange
County city, Yorba Linda.
MUSIC: My wife and I lived in the Washington DC suburbs for 15 years. The first
military band concert we saw at Constitution Hall was on a Sunday afternoon when
Henry Mancini was conducting the Air Force band. Mancini had been drafted while
attending Juilliard School of music and was both in the infantry during WWII and later in
the Army-Air Force Band. Less than a year after this concert Mancini at age 70 died of
cancer.
Over the years we actually saw much more of the Navy band. Every December each
military band got a weekend at Constitution Hall to perform their Christmas Show or in
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the PC world of today, their "Holiday Show." The Air Force got the first weekend,
followed by the Army and the third weekend, the one closest to Christmas belonged to
the Navy. It started out you could mail in for free tickets in early November. But there
were eventually too many requests, so they changed it to you had to come to the box
office at Constitution Hall in early November and pick up your tickets. My wife did that
for several years. You always felt good after one of these Christmas time concerts.

Navy Holiday Concert at DAR Constitution
Hall in Washington, DC

Moving back to St. Louis we were fortunate with the Air Force Band of Mid-America
being at Scott Air Base. Every other year we go to the Scottish Rite on Lindell for the
Holiday Concert. It is free but you have to obtain your tickets by mail. This year it is on
December 14 at 3 pm.
On Sunday October 23 the Navy Band, Big Band component, the Commodores started
a national tour at the Washington University School of Music on Trinity Avenue in
University City just off of Delmar. Like all military music shows, it was free.
They started off with a great fast paced and loud Maynard Ferguson arrangement of
"Almost Like Being in Love" from Brigadoon. But things while no fault of the band went
downhill from there. It turns out that the acoustics in the Washington University Music
School Concert Hall were criminally bad. You could not hear vocals and some numbers
actually hurt your hears.
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Avoid entering these doors for a musical event.

Due to the acoustics we could not hear any lyrics being sung Petty Officer Kristine Hsia
of Holbrook, NY. But we could hear the band's lead trombonist, a Parkway Central
grad, Petty Officer 1st class David Perkel, with a PhD in Music. For the last 14-years
Perkel has been the lead trombonist in the band and he is on the facility of several
Washington, DC/Maryland area universities.
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Here is part of Perkel's bio from the Navy Band's website:
Originally from St. Louis, Missouri, PO1 David Perkel has been the lead trombonist and
soloist for the Navy Band Commodores jazz ensemble since 2002. PO1 Perkel is a
versatile orchestral and jazz artist.
As a jazz musician, Perkel has performed and/or recorded with numerous jazz
luminaries including Chris Potter, Steve Turre, Branford Marsalis, Dianne Schuur, Alan
Baylock Jazz Orchestra, Ryan Kisor, Dick Oatts, Doc Severinson, Jane Monheit, Jerry
Bergonzi, Bob Mintzer, Jim Pugh, the famed University of North Texas One O’Clock Lab
Band and New York Voices.
PO1 Perkel earned a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of North Texas, a
Master of Music degree from the Manhattan School of Music, and a Doctor of Musical
Arts degree from The Catholic University of America.
He is an active educator, currently teaching the low brass studio at Frostburg State
University and the trombone studio at George Washington University.
If The Navy band comes back through St. Louis on another tour, I hope they end up at
Logan, where the performance center had great acoustics or at The Sheldon Concert
Hall.
CARTOONS: More healthcare and less election cartoons
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