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TOWN AND COUNTRY FINANCE DIRECTOR DIES ON CRUISE SHIP:
Betty Cotner, the long time fiance director of Town and Country died on September 8,
while on a Royal Carribean cruise ship with her mother. Apparently Betty went to bed
early and was found dead the next morning.
Betty who lived on Brook Mill Lane left three children including two daughters who had
weddings planned in two weeks and two months at the time of Betty’s death. Betty lost
her husband, Gary, in 2008 after a long illness.
Betty was a fitnes addict, working out every morning at Gold’s Gym and had the
muscles to show for it.
She had a very impressive institutional knowledge of the city’s money, finance, pension
and debt issues that was so deep, it will be nearly impossible to replace her overall
budget skills. All those budgets for the last 14 years under the signature of Mayor Jon
Dalton were all the work of Betty Cotner.

Betty giving a presentation. Betty trying to keep her eyes open as Dalton drones on and on at a coffee
with the mayor event. Finally Betty at her regular early morning workout at Gold’s Gym.

1

Betty had worked for the City of Town and Country for 26 years.
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Flowers at the empty seat of Betty Cotner at the September 11 T&C Board of Aldermen meeting.

THE DEATH OF BETTY COTNER CREATES A SITUATION SHOWING WHY MAYOR
DALTONIS IS STUPID! Jon Dalton has told the Board of Aldermen that he needs more
time to think about the hiring of a police chief. It is well known that the City
Administrator, Gary Hoelzer, wants to stop being the city administrator and retire from
somewhere as a police chief. Hoelzer was the assistant chief when then chief and city
administrator John Copeland retired in 2014. He was hired as City Administrator and
Pat Kranz was hired as police chief. Kranz retired effective September 1. His last day of
work was August 1.
Hoelzer applied for and finished second to replace retiring Tom Felgate as chief of the
Ellisville PD.
The city administrator has no business being police chief as there are too many conflicts
of interest. But with the sudden and unexpected death of the finance director just as the
2018 budget is being prepared the Town and Country City Administrator needs to
concentrate in hiring a new finance director or at least a part time one or a contracted
company to get the city’s 2018 budget completed. He doesn’t have time to do that and
run the police department.
Dalton knew since June of Kranz’s intention to retire. He has done nothing to move
Hoelzer into the police chief slot and start interviewing city administrator candidates or
start interviewing police chief applicants. He did neither. Dalton told the alderpersons
at the last meeting in August he was still trying to make up his mind about Hoelzer being
both the police chief and city administrator.
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Mayor breaking the law or what else is new! The mayor is required to appoint a
replacement immediately, which I guess he did by forcing Gary Hoelzer to do two jobs.
He then must appoint a fulltime replacement with approval of the Board of Aldermen.
He has clearly been dragging his feet on the police chief’s position. It will be interesting
to see what he does on the finance director’s position.
Vacancies in Certain Offices, How Filled.
[Code 1975 §3.01(7); CC 1989 §2-46; Ord. No. 1002 §1, 5-27-1986; Ord. No. 1898 §2, 10-23-1995]
If a vacancy occurs in any office not elective, the Mayor shall appoint immediately, with the written
confirmation of the majority of the Board of Aldermen then holding office, a suitable person to
discharge the duties of such office until the next regular meeting of the Board of Aldermen thereafter, at
which time the vacancy shall be permanently filled.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR MISSING FOR A WEEK TO TAKE POLICE TRAINING WITH
THE FBI: We mentioned how it s impossible to do both the police chief job and the job
of city administrator properly and be providing full time and attention to either job. The
top city official vanished to attend police training recently.
FRED MEYLAND SMITH GOES ON THE ATTACK OF THE WARD-2
ALDERWOMEN: Fred is upset with Tiffany Frautschi and Lindsey Butler’s monthly
Ward-2 Resident Forums held at the Longview Farmhouse and wants them stopped.
I was apparently dragged into the fray as “a resident” who should not ask questions of
staffers at the forum but address the entire Board of Aldermen.
To follow Fred’s attempt to strip elected officials, residents and the press of their first
amendment rights, let’s go back to 2009. It was at the June Aldermanic retreat where
Fred tried to introduce a bill to make it illegal for alderperson to write unkind things
about fellow alderpersons. It was clearly directed toward me and the newsletter I had
been providing residents and then posting online about activities of the Board and my
opinions. This was the first indication that Fred was still backing King George III who
fought against independence of the United States and the Bill of Rights. To Hell with
that First Amendment!
In December of 2009 Fred was upset with a column written by Bill McClellan on Jon
Dalton laying off three employees (all women) without trying to make budget cuts to
save the jobs at the Holidays. Fred got into McClellan’s face and called him
“unprofessional.” Probably an “unprofessional move by Meyland-Smith.
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Two peas in a pod.
Fred next came out against digital signs where the message can change, saying they
were dangerous and would cause auto accidents. Of course they existed all over Des
Peres and the Manchester Police had a changing digital sign in front of their police
station with no report of increased accidents rates. The issue came up when churches
wanted the signs.
Then Fred was upset with the Greek Church on the South Outer Forty Road in Ward-1
that wanted a 40-foot flag pole for a flag that would honor church members who were
veterans. It was 2-feet higher than the code allowed. Fred spoke against it disregarding
court rulings prohibiting cities for regulating church signs and monuments as they were
protected by the First Amendment, which we know Fred hates. The only items of on
church/religious-organization’s property cities can regulate are ones that are safety
hazards.
There was a Post-Dispatch article about Fred’s opposition to the Greek Church flagpole.
At the next Board of Alderman meeting Fred spoke out attacking the article, which was
written by the Post-Dispatch’s Religion Editor.
NOW BACK TO LAST WEEK: Fred attended the monthly Ward-2 Resident Forum,
even though he lives in Ward-3. The meetings are open to anyone. The guest
speakers were City Attorney Steve Garrett and City Prosecutor Ed Sluys, both of the
law firm Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O’Keefe. This is the same firm that did the City of
Ferguson’s Cracker-Jack legal work for years and was taken to task after a Justice
Department investigation.
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It started out with Garrett giving a talk. I corrected a couple of mistakes Garrett made
and he sarcastically thanked me each time and said I was correct.
Then Ed Sluys talked about Municipal Courts. When he was done he asked if there
were any questions. No one said anything so of course I asked three. I asked how
reducing over 400 moving violations to no points parking violations in 2016 was fair to
the good drivers who have to pay higher insurance rates because bad drivers are not
identified.
I asked how the city prosecutor refusing to make a recommendation to the judge on a
drunk driver doing 132 MPH for no SIS probation terms that has no points and no fine.
(The judge did not sentence the driver to an on-the-record DWI conviction. And Sluys
did not ask for one.)
Then I asked Garrett how it was fair for an attorney from his firm who is a judge in
Ladue and a prosecutor in Frontenac and the Chesterfield City attorney who is also the
prosecutor in Clarkson Valley and Ballwin to represent a woman from West County on
three DWIs, two in Town and Country and one in Manchester.
Now let’s move ahead to the Monday Aldermanic Work Session meeting.
Lindsey Butler and Tiffany Frautschi talked about having a new resident package they
are giving to people moving into Ward-2 and how the city could do it on a city-wide
basis.
Somehow this got Ward-1 Alderwoman Lynn Wright complaining how the extra work
Butler and Frautschi are doing is unfair.
“I think you are doing an amazing job but it puts us in an awkward situation as we need
to do all the work. I don’t want to start pulling staff away for this.
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Lynn Wright giving it to the Ward-2 Alderwoman for doing too good of a job.
Linda Rallo from Ward-4 then stuck up for Frautschi and Butler but did so trying to be
diplomatic.
“I see your point, Lynn but I see theirs’ too. As long as you are not spending money I
don’t see a problem.”
Frautschi: ”We are not spending money.”
BACK ON THE FRED ATTACK: Meyland-Smith who divisively calls Frautschi and
Butler “The Doublement Twins” while many who live in their ward consider them the
Dynamic Duo, opened fire.

Fred Meyland-Jerk…sorry Meyland-Smith
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“I have a concern about the ongoing ward meetings. I think there are issues that should
be addressed by this body brought up at this meeting. Anytime you use staff in that
manner (give talks and answer resident’s questions) you are reallocating staff’s time to
the city.”
In a year and a half the alderwoman have had different staff members give talks seven
times. It seems that occasionally interacting with the residents is part of the staff’s job.
“We have not had a discussion on who should run this railroad,” said Meyland-Smith
who is apparently against elected officials interacting with residents in town hall forums.
Fred sounds anti-American.
Meyland-Smith said residents should come to Board of Aldermen meetings if they want
to give their expressions.
Frautschi was quick to point out how many residents, especially mothers with kids in
school cannot come to Aldermanic meetings at night.
Meyland-Smith continued to try and stamp out the Ward-2 meetings with elected
officials. “I would encourage you to have meetings with the mayor three or four times a
month.”
I don’t know what good that would do. Dalton talks for forever. Butler and Frautschi
want feedback to help guide them and not listen to Dalton’s B.S.
Meyland-Smith also took a shot at me by saying how “a resident” (that was me) gave
facts and asked questions of the staff (Garrett and Sluys) that should have been
directed to the Board. If Fred wants to know the facts and share them with the board
there are easy to find on our website. However, he did not want “a resident” to ask
questions at a resident forum. That sounds un-American to me.
Lynn Wright went after them again. “We are not saying you should not have these
meetings. I’m saying you should not have staff members at the meetings.
Meyland-Smith then fell off the All-American way to do things and turned into an AntiAmerican at full force.
“You are commenting on city wide matters. I don’t think any one person should speak
on a city wide matter,” Fred Hyphen said.
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Fred has gone 100 steps too far. He is now saying that elected officials should not
discuss issues with voters and give their opinions. I think that lumping Meyland-Smith
with King George III was unfair to the King. Now Mayland-Smith seems to be closer to
Stalin.

CITY’S LAW FIRM BACK IN THE HEADLINES FOR ALL THE WRONG
REASONS. Town and Country seems handcuffed to the law firm of Curtis, Heinz,
Garrett and O’Keefe. Let’s start with Ferguson. Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O’Keefe was
Ferguson law firm, providing one person to fill two important roles.

Stephanie Karr of Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O’Keefe, had been the Ferguson
prosecutor and city attorney where poor people were saddled with hefty traffic fines for
minor violations. She was replaced not after the Michael Brown shooting, but one-year
ago after continued bad press including this case. Karr no longer lists her years with
the City of Ferguson on her resume on the Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O’Keefe website.
Here is her resume with Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O’Keefe. It’s not “Where’s Waldo”
instead it is “Where’s Ferguson.”
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Stephanie Karr

Eric King said he received a notice in the mail from Velda City saying there was a warrant for
his arrest for failing to appear in court. The hearing was supposed to be about a ticket for a
traffic violation that occurred in 2000.
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Velda City Attorney Steven Garrett said King will not be locked up over the summons.
Garrett added that King has failed to appear in municipal court four times. King contends he did
not know he was supposed to appear.
Since 2015, Velda City has changed how its municipal court works. Officials say there are
willing to work with King on his tickets. Velda City had been criticized as a city that used tickets
as a way to collect revenue.
“I’m not saying the system was perfect. It’s not perfect now, but I think people realize there’s a
sensitivity now that maybe didn’t exist before and I think that’s a good thing,” said Garrett.

CONTRACT
Kevin O’Keefe first looked at impeaching Chesterfield Mayor Bob Nation and next led
the impeachment effort, however he never had a contract with the city for legal services
in violation of state law.
Here is my question. With a law firm that has such a blemished record, why does Town
and Country keep them?
It is only a matter of time before this law firm has Town and Country in the headlines.

OH DEER!

Here are the accurate Town and Country Vehicle v Deer report for
August and the inaccurate one from Chesterfield based solely calls to the police.
TOWN and COUNTRY: In August there were 7 deer-vehicle crashs compared to just 3
incidents in 2016. So far in 2017 there have been 48 deer-vehicle collissions compared
to 33 in 2016. That is a 31.25% increase over last year. The biggest amount of deervehcile crashes normally happen in the last four months of the year. Here are where
the dead deer were located in August.
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3 real 1 not real

Here are where the deer-vehcile encounters have been so far in 2017:
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2017 Town and Country Deer Accident Locations through August
I-64 6 (Wards 1, 2, 3, 4)
I-270 4 (Ward 1)
Barn Ridge 1 (Ward 1)
Municipal Center Drive 1 (Ward 1)
Des Peres Road 1 (Ward 1)
Topping Road 3 (Wards 1 & 2)
S. Mason Road Clayton Road to South City Limits 4 (Ward 2)
Clayton Road Mason to Bopp 10 (Ward 1 & Ward 2)
Clayton Road Mason to Woods Mill 1 (Ward 3 & Ward 4)
Park Place 1 (Ward 2)
Fairfield Oaks Drive 2 Ward 3
Highway 141 11 (Wards 3 & 4)
Conway Road 2 (Ward 4)
Woods Mill Road 1 (Ward 3 & 4)
CHESTERFIELD: Again the Chesterfield Police find it too difficult and complicated to
count dead deer on the road and count those as “deer hits.” They only count incidents
where the police are called. Here is the limited Cheserfield Deer Report for August
2017:
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AT LAST! On Monday September 11, 2017 Public Works employee Tom Thousand
dug a new hole for a new city limits sign on WB Clayton Road at the eastern Town and
Country city limits after a five week absence of a sign due to a crash.

DWI DRIVER DRIVING FROM I-64 ONTO SB I-270, REFUSED TO TAKE BREATH
TEST, REFUSED TO ANSWER INTERVIEW QUESTIONS IS GIVEN A 30-DAY JAIL
SENTENCE AND THEN PLACED ON PROBATION. On October 5, 2014 at about 3
AM Town and Country Police Cpl. Chris Moore observed a silver 2013 Hyundai Santa
Fe weaving as it exited from WB I-64 onto SB I-270.
13

Cpl. Moore reported that the driver than sped up at 70 MPH in 60 MPH zone. Cpl.
Moore wrote that he then pulled alongside the Hyundai in the right lane in his fully
marked black and white police car, thinking that the driver seeing a marked police car
would slow down.
The driver continued to speed and apparently did not notice the marked police car
besides him.
Cpl. Moore then tried to pull him over. The driver continued for another 1/2 mile and
then stopped on the left side of the road. Cpl. Moore over the loud speaker instructed
the driver to pull off at the exit on Dougherty Ferry Road.
Once there he found that the driver Eric Olson of Affton was intoxicated. His three
passengers were also intoxicated. Olsen failed the field sobriety tests and was arrested.
Two other T&C Officers drove the passengers to a nearby residence.
At the police station Olson refused to take a breath test and stopped answering
interview questions. His license was seized for refusing to take a breath test. He was
later released to his attorney on a DWI summons.
Here is Olson's record that includes a second DWI 16 months after the Town and
Country DWI.
10/05/14
01/30/16

DWI
DWI
Speeding
Operate A Vehicle without Valid License

Town and Country
St, Louis County PD
St. Louis County PD
St. Louis County PD

OUTCOME: Olson clearly should have had his case heard before he was arrested a
second time for DWI in 2016. He had the case moved to the St. Louis County
Associate Circuit Court.
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Almost 18 months after he was arrested by Cpl. Moore he pled guilty to DWI on March
23, 2017 before Judge Mary Ott. Olsen's January 20, 2016 DWI by the County Police
was still pending. Judge Ott sentenced Olson to 30 Days in Jail and suspended the jail
time, placing him on a SES probation. He was also fined $684 including costs.

PERSISTENT DRUNK DRIVER FROM DES PERES HAS CONTINUED CASE FOR
26 TIMES OVER THREE AND A HALF YEARS. NEXT COURT DATE ON OCTOBER
19, 2017. David G. Steele, 47, who lives at 623 N. Ballas Road in Des Peres, has
done a nice job of playing the system and dodging a guilty finding of his Felony Drunk
Driving charge. He was asrrested by Town and Country Officer Jordan Fowle on May
11, 2014 at Ballas and Clayton Roads.

Rather than reporting what happened on the stop, I’ll let Officer Fowle do it.
This is from the court file.
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Herre is a portion of Steele’s record that we could find.
03/23/88
05/25/89
02/07/90
07/15/90
04/10/94
09/06/02
04/09/05
04/09/05
09/06/12
05/11/14

Stealing
Poss of Controlled Sub
Moving Violation reduced to Illegal Parking
Trespassing
DWI
Moving Violation reduced to Illegal Parking
Speeding 20 Over Limit or More
DWI
Violation reduced to Littering
DWI pending

St. Louis County
St. Louis Co PD
MO Hwy Patrol
St. Louis Couinty PD
Maplewood
St. Louis CO PD
Town and Country PD
Town and Country PD
Overland PD
Town and Country PD

Next time Steele is due in Court is October 19, at 9 AM before Judge Joseph Walsh.
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SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE STOP CATCHES NORTH ST. LOUIS BURGLAR
WITH THE GOODS FROM A CHESTERFIELD HOME: A suspicious
person/car call and a Chesterfield resident at 1735 Heffinton (off of Schoettler Rd)
coming home and discovering his house had been burglarized resulted in the arrest of a
29-year old from North St. Louis and the recovery of the stolen itmes.

Lance Vernor
Vance Vernor of 5909 Cates in St. Louis had been stopped on August 30. In his car
officers found electronics and personal items stolen from the ranch style house at 1735
Heffinton. Additionally Venor’s shoe print was found at the scene of the crime.

1735 Heffinton
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Here are more details from the court file.
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If you wonder what happens when the police are lucky enough to catch someone who
has burglaized your house, here is a good example. 13 days after his arrest Vernor
was released by Judge Mary Ott into a Pre-Trial Release Program.
Here is part of Vernor’s record that we could find:
03/26/08
10/01/10
08/22/11
07/02/15
06/13/16
06/22/16
02/15/17
08/30/17

$1,945 court judgment Mo Div of Emply Sec vs Vernor St. Louis CO
$25 per month Child Support ordered
St. Charles CO
$559.84 default judgment against Vernor
St. Louis Co
$200 small claims judgment against Vernor
St. Louis CO
$3,766 courr judgment against Vernor, back rent
St. Louis CO
Full Order of Protection against Vernon
St. Charles CO
Full order of Protection against Vernon plus $130 costs St. Charles CO
Burglary and Stealing
Chesterfield PD

DREAM OF BEING PROMOTED TO MIDDLE MANAGEMENT AT WALMART
DISAPPEARS WITH FELONY CONVICTION FOR STEALING FROM WALMART:
Back in February of 2017 in Newsletter 266 we wrote about how two overnight stockers
and clean up men at the Chesterfield Wal Mart store had been charged with stealing at
least $1,427 in video consoles and games. We head pretty much all the facts. We
were just waiting for the second suspect to be sentenced. That happened in May.
The pair, Corey Jenkins and Rene Faulk on 11/22/14 thought they were hiding
Playstations out of sight next to a trash bailer and then later leaving the store. However
security video captured their activities.
When contacted by Chesterfield Police Officer Paubel at the store, Jenkins stated that
he hoped to get promoted to middle management. Then when confronted about
stealing the Play Stations he denied it. However that changed. The following is from
the police report.
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An interview at the police station resulted in this additional information:

Rene Fault was never arrested but was issued citations for thefts at the Wal Mart store.
OUTCOME: On 08/16/16 Faulk pled guilty in Chesterfield Municipal Court and was
fined $200 on each of the two theft counts.
On May 12, 2017 Jenkins pled guilty to one count of Felony Receiving Stolen Property
in the Circuit Court of St. Louis County. He was placed on a 5-year SIS probation term.
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ELLIOTT DAVIS RETURNS TO CHESTERFIELD: City Administrator and Chesterfield
Valley TDD chair Mike Geisel told Elliott Davis that the voters demanded a half-million
dollar monument wall at Kehrs Mill Road and Wild Horse Creek Road. Within a few
seconds he admitted that the wall was not specifically listed on the TDD ballot that a few
hundred voters had an opportunity to vote on. There was apparently no loud demand.

http://fox2now.com/2017/09/10/you-paid-for-it-decorative-wall-along-chesterfield-roadcosts-taxpayers-plenty/
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The last time Davis ventured into Chesterfield was in March of 2016 when he interview
Connie Fultz on the Doorack Scandal.

CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER: Here is what the police had to deal with last
week. Also in an amazing turn of events there were no thefts reported at either of the
two Sunglass Huts last week. Possibly a first for 2017!
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Clearly the most violent crime in the last week involved the robbery of the elderly lady at
an ATM on Clarkson Road across the street from the Mobil On the Run near Baxter
Road.
Here is the press release from the Chesterfield PD issued on Sunday September 11,
2017:
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THE THREE WEEK BATHROOM REMODELING PROJECT THAT TURNED INTO A
FOUR MONTH ORDEAL.
In January of 2006 we rescued an early 1960’s Town and Country ranch house from the
wrecking ball. The contractor needed cash for other projects and sold the house he had
hoped to tear down. We closed in January and moved in late February.
The first remodel project was turning a bedroom located next to the master bedroom
into the master bathroom. We took the former small master bath and made that the
master bedroom closet. Next there was kitchen work, some landscaping and that was
the first phase.

We had two other full baths, one in the rear of the house and the regular hall bath. We
found one of the reasons for being married for over 30-years is that we had separate
baths. My wife in our Kansas City house had the small master bath and I had the hall
bath. In Maryland, she had a larger master bath and again I had the hall bath. When
we had company we briefly shared the master bath.
Now in Town and Country I had the hall bath and quite frankly on a daily basis it was
like joining Mr. Peabody in the Wayback Machine and going back to 1962. The bath
had a green tub and shower with sliding doors, a closet, a sink and drawers with the
toilet between the sink and the outside wall. I’d work on removing soap scum from the
bottom of the tub/shower floor when we were having visitors.
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In our house I have an office. Everything else is under the control of my general
manager, AKA wife. Over the years my wife started tiring of the mid-century not-somodern hall bath, especially when her sisters were making overnight stays, not to
mention friends from Europe.
So in 2017 she decided to do something about the hall bath. She went to the kitchen
and bath design company in the large two-story building on Manchester Road. Her
reasoning was that this place was considered one of the most expensive in the area, at
least she would get high quality work and she would not have to worry about the
installation.
After meeting with designers a group of four came to our house. It included the project
supervisor, who would be at our house everyday of the project. They eyeballed the
existing bathroom. The project was scheduled to start on April 10 and last three weeks.
It started a couple of days late. The first phase was demo. The project manager and
another man did a nice job of taking the bathroom down to the wall studs. All the
material was hauled away. After the first phase we were happy.
The second phase started with the project manager at the house or out buying dry wall
and other items. He set up shop in our garage with power saws. Unfortunately the
worked seemed to go very slowly.
One day he arrived at our house and told my wife he was too tired to work and followed
her around as she worked in the yard chatting.
This was followed by a few partial work days and then a Friday of almost no work and
leaving at noon. My wife asked a few days earlier and I decided it was time to check
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out the supervisor from the most expensive bath and kitchen remodeling firm in St.
Louis.
Here is what I found:

2014 Mug shot

(Plus on June 5, 2017 he was stopped by the Kirkwood Police for speeding 78 in a 60
on I-44 in the City of Oakland and was arrested for DWI.)
On a rainy Friday afternoon I drove east on Manchester Road to the two-story building
where the most expensive kitchen and bath remodeler in St. Louis area is located with a
mug shot and court records of the guy they were sending to our house. The company is
so big you don’t ask for the owner, you ask for corporate officers. I got the only one
there on a rainy Friday, the CFO and Human Resources manager.
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I told her that not only was I concerned they were sending a convicted felon for burglary
and assault to our house, but one whose probation included drug and alcohol evaluation
and treatment.
She was shocked and said that the company runs background checks on employees.
But, she added that this person had been an employee who left to work on his own and
then came back as a contract employee. They apparently did not run a second
background check.
An actual employee of the remodeling company came to our house and picked up the
tools left by the convicted felon and the felon never returned.
However there was still a bath to be remodeled. First we found out that the convicted
felon had purchased the wrong thickness dry wall. It was not to code. That all had to be
replaced.
Next we were told the most expensive remodeling company in town did not have a
project supervisor to assign due to many work project already underway. Instead they
sent one tradesman at a time to the house. Here are some examples of the work they
did without supervision .
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I saved the best for last:

31

Look at the line at the bottom edge of the shower. That is supposed to be where the
shower door is installed. However the most expensive remodeling company in the area
installed the shower seat over it, making it impossible to install the shower doors.
By now our three week remodeling job that was supposed to be over by May 1 was past
the middle of June.
The most expensive kitchen and bath remodeling company in town examined the work
and decided it all needed to be torn out and the project needed to be started all over
again. This time they assigned a company supervisor full time to the project.
That started in July and was finished in early August. Our 21-day remodeling job that
began in April took 116-days and included repainting of the new paint job. Removal of
everything installed except the toilet and sink.
On September 1 we received a nice card from the most expensive kitchen and bath
remodeling company in town’s CFO thanking us for our business and saying that if they
can be of any further assistance to please call.
MUSIC AND GROCERY SHOPPING OR DANCING AT THE SUPERMARKET: I had
mentioned to several older cashiers and other employees (over the age of 22) when I
was shopping on Thursday September 8 at the Des Peres Dierbergs supermarket that
on Saturday they might recognized some of the songs being sung as Anita Rosamond
would be with Vince Martin in the balcony of the 75,000 sq foot store performing.
Dierbergs usually has cheap cover bands on Friday and Saturday evenings.
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Anita did not let me down. She sang “At Last” and gave full credit that it was a 1942 hit
by the Glenn Miller Orchestra and vocalist Ray Eberle. It was written by Harry Warren
and Mark Gordon in 1941. 19 years later Etta James had a hit with it that most people
remember today.
80-something Sunny Friedman who with her late husband owned the Playboy Club on
Lindell in the 1960s and early 70s went back to 1939 to do a version of “Over the
Rainbow” with a cha-cha beat.

The most dancers of the evening took to the floor later when Martin and Rosamond did
Old Time Rock n Roll.
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MORE AT THE SUPERMARKET: First this was the sign at the entrance to the Des
Peres Dierberg Store. Next there is a sign for beefsteak tomatoes for sale in the
produce department. This was on September 9. There is still three to four weeks left in
the Missouri Tomato Season for us folks who love local homegrown produce.

Let’s see where the tomatoes are from.

I said “Buen dia” to an assistant manager and asked how Mexican tomatoes during the
Missouri tomato season where at our “WE LOVE LOCAL HOMEGROWN” supermarket.
He said their contractor was out of tomatoes. I asked if their contractor was out couldn’t
Dierberg’s buy tomatoes from another local grower. “No!” was his answer.
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THE 9-11 MARCH: Here are a few shots of this year’ march from Mike Duffy’s Bar and
Grill at Clayton and Woods Mill Roads to the Arch.

TAKING FLIGHT: Our Trivia team that started five years ago at Fuzzy’s Tacos in
Webster Groves and was name Quatros Stupidos, at first did well but as the crowd at
Fuzzy’s grew to as many as 120 players and teams with as many as 12 vying for a $25
Fuzzy’s Taco gift card our wins became fewer and fewer.
We moved to the Mellow Mushroom, a non-St. Louis style pizza joint on S. Lindbergh
where we normally face no more than six teams in the bar and have pulled off some
long winning streaks. The quizmaster at both Fuzzy’s and the Mushroom is Chesterfield
resident and a retired school district superintendent, Tom Byrnes.
Two weeks ago the first round questions were about birds. So our waitress, Lexie, flew
the answer sheet over to Tom and he graded it and flew it back to us.
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YESTERDAY WAS LABOR DAY SO IT IS TIME TO GET OUT THE CHRISTMAS
TREES: CostCo in Manchester with that Christmas Spirit in early September.

CARTOONS: Editorial cartoonist had so much fun with Hillary during the fall. But it has
been nine months of trying to draw weird hair in 2017. Then Hillary went on a Book
Tour. I found more Hillary cartoons than Hurricane ones in the last four days.
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