EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 132 and Chesterfield 77

June 23, 2014

TOWN AND COUNTRY LAWYER CHARGED WITH STEALING FROM COURT FILE:
If it is not bad enough to be a defendant in an adult stalking case and having a
protection order issued against you but then get charged with stealing from the court file
pretty well makes you out to be chump of the month.

Ehlermann

Ehlermann's home at 12623 Laurel Lake Court

That is exactly what has happened to Scott Ehlermann, who lives at 12623 Laurel Lake
Court in Town and Country's Ward 2, an area chocked full of white collar criminals.
Ehlermann was divorced in April of 2004 from Karen Ellermann. They had three
children and Scott Ehlermann was ordered to pay $990 monthly in child support.
On 11/30/04 Scott Ehlermann filed to amend the divorce agreement. At one point in this
matter Karen Ehlermann lost all control and hired Million Dollar John Diehl as her
lawyer. She apparently came to her senses and later hired another lawyer. This motion
filed by Scott Ehlermann was later dismissed by both parties.
On November 16, 2012 Scott Ehlermann again filed a motion to amend the divorce
decree.
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The case continues on and a deposition is scheduled in October, almost 10 years after
the divorce was granted.
(As a side note according to the court file Ehlermann hired Kevin Burgdorf on November
21, 2012 as a special process server. Kevin and I were in the same class at the St.
Louis Police Academy back in 1974. Just before reaching his retirement eligibility with
the St. Louis Police Department Kevin was fired after he was caught shoplifting at a KMart in St. Louis.)
Marie Dianna Lipowicz of Ballwin filed a paternity suit against Ehlermann on May 31,
2011. There were motions back and forth with judgments ordered against Lipowicz and
Ehlermann. Lipowicz is a lawyer having passed the bar in 2010.

Marie Dianna Lipowicz

On December 29, 2011 a court order was issued ordering Ehlermann not to stalk,
contact, speak to the petitioner, who is not named in the court orders. However one
court ruling mentions a specific case by number and it is the paternity case filed by
Lipowicz against Ehlermann. This case like most cases filed against Ehlermann has
gone on-and-on and is still active.
On January 12, 2012 a full order of protection was issued against Ehlermann by Judge
John Borbonus. Ehllermann appealed the ruling six days later. On May 24, 2012 the
case was assigned to Judge Michael Burton.
It was clear that the unnamed petitioner was Lipowicz because on February 5, 2014
Judge Burton ordered Ehlermann to stop filing BAR complaints against the petitioner
with the Missouri Supreme Court. If it turns out that GOD is a woman, Ehlermann may
be in big trouble when he appears in his final case. Here is the criminal complaint
against him that is likely to result in a Grand Jury Indictment.
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SPEEDING CASE PENDING: Ehlermann also has a speeding case filed by the Town
and Country Police for doing 94 mph in a 60 mph zone. That was filed on 12/03/13. He
demanded a jury and it was set on a County docket for 6/19/14. On 6/20 the case had
disappeared from the docket. We will be checking to see if it goes back to T&C Court.
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ANOTHER ARREST AND ANOTHER NEW SUSPECT IN THORNHILL BURGLARY
AND BEATING CASE: The case of the burglary, beating and car theft at 12951
Thornhill Drive on May 9 grows wider.

Convicted felon Thomas Ruzicka was renting the home that was also for sale being
marketed as a "tear-down." He was badly beaten with a bar stool leaving him
unconscious, with a swollen and bleeding brain. He is currently in rehab.

Daniel Denzel Martin was quickly charged with Assault First Degree,
Armed Criminal Action, First Degree Burglary, Stealing Over $500 and Auto Theft after
an investigation by the Major Case Squad. He is being held in the County Jail on a
$150,000 bond.
On Wednesday June 11, 2014 Town and Country detectives arrested a 16-year-old
juvenile who admitted involvement with the crime. It has not yet been determined if the
juvenile will be charged as an adult or handled by the Family Services Juvenile Court.
Town and Country Police detectives are searching for two more adult suspects
connected with this case.
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To make this case even more interesting, Daniel Denzel Martin's two brothers were
arrested on June 9 in an undercover drug buy that turned into a shoot out with County
undercover officers on the front porch of the Martin brothers' home in Bel Ridge.

Joshua Martin 28

Christopher Martin 23

Joshua pulled a gun when the narcotics detectives attempted to arrest the brothers after
buying marijuana. He was promptly shot twice in the arm by the police. He joins
younger brother Daniel in the County Jail being held on $150,000 bond for first Degree
Assault on a Law Enforcement Officer. Christopher makes it a trio of jailed brothers as
he is being held on an $80,000 bond for Distributing Narcotics.

DEER VEHICLE ACCIDENTS DOWN 44% THIS YEAR OVER
2013! There were only four motor vehicle-deer collisions for the month of May in Town
and Country. In 2013 the number of deer-vehicle accidents through May was 32. So far
this year there is a 44% drop with only 18 reported accidents.
The accidents in May were on Mason Road at Kings Glen, SB 270 at Clayton Road, NB
270 at I-64 and WB I-64 at Mason Road.
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Here are where the accidents have happened so far this year:
SB I-270 Between I-64 and south City Limits 3 (Ward 1)
NB I-270 Between I-64 and south City Limits 1 (Ward 1)
EB Clayton Road east of I-270 1 (Ward 1)
Topping Road and Topping Estates 1 (Ward 2) E
Mason Road South of Clayton Road 3 (Ward 2)
Clayton Road east of Mason Road 1 (Ward 2)
I-64 at Mason Road 2 (Ward 2 or 3)
SB Hwy 141 at Clayton Road 1 (Ward 3)
I-64 at Maryville Exit 1 (Ward 4)
I-64 at Hwy 141 1 (Ward 4)
Ladue Road at Hwy 141 1 (Ward 4)
Old Woods Mill and I-64 Overpass 1 (Ward 4)
Conway Road at Babler Road 1 (Ward 4)
EX-CONVICT DRUG DEALER'S HOUSE ONCE AGAIN DECLARED A WEED AND
HIGH GRASS NUISANCE: The first official hearing on September 13 after giving up
his title of "Acting City Administrator" for the full time title for Gary Hoelzer was to
declare the property at 1761Topping Road a nuisance due to high grass and weeds.
The city paid $600 to have a private company harvest the weeds and placed a lien on
the property. The owner, Brian Marchant-Calsyn, a former convicted drug dealer having
spent time in the Lewisburg Federal Prison paid off the lien in December of 2013.
Marchant-Calsyn had moved from the house in April of 2012 and it went on the market.
However after a year the "for sale" sign disappeared. The front 2-acre parcel of his
property was foreclosed on by the bank and purchased by a developer and is now for
sale.
On Tuesday June 17 at 10:05am Hoelzer's second Nuisance High Grass and Weed
hearing took place. It was the same property. For a second time Marchant-Calsyn did
not show up. The hearing was over in one minute and Hoelzer ordered City Planner and
Enforcement Officer Melanie Rippetoe to proceed with hiring a contractor to cut the
grass and weeds.
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In May of 2014 the Missouri Department of Revenue placed a $17,796 lien against
Marchant-Calsyn for unpaid taxes. Now the citizens of Town and Country will again be
providing lawn services for his property.

The latest hearing with City Administrator Gary Hoelzer, Planner and enforcement officer Melanie
Rippetoe and City Clerk Ashley McNamara . Marchard-Calsyn (Right)
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Here is the link at a 2012 AOL Patch column I wrote about Marchant-Calsyn moving
out.
http://chesterfield.patch.com/groups/politics-and-elections/p/the-subject-of-two-patchcolumns-had-the-cops-get-me-out-of-bed
Here is a link to another 2011 AOL Patch column I wrote about Mr. Marchant-Calsyn:
http://chesterfield.patch.com/groups/opinion/p/complaining-too-loudly-about-a-companycan-get-you-sued

GONE: I go back to 1973 regularly driving through the intersection of Clayton and
Ballas. On the southwest corner has been McNamara's Service station which used to
be a standard station. There on the northeast corner was also a service station. I
actually remembered the owners name back when I was a 20-year-old police dispatcher
at Creve Coeur and dispatched for the Village of Town and Country's one car police
patrols. That corner's service station after being leased by McNarama's for a few years
sat vacant and now it is gone.
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By John Hoffmann
CORRECTION ABOUT OUR LAST NEWSLETTER: If you remember the first profile in
our Drunks and Thieves Part 2 newsletter of June 16 was about Christian BeckCeballos of Ballwin who was arrested twice in a short period of time for DWI.
Here is an email we received about that piece:
From: Charles Billings [mailto:chb@law-stl.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 18, 2014 8:12 PM
To: johnhoffmann@charter.net
Subject: Ceballos’ blog

Mr. Hoffmann,
You have identified me negatively as the attorney for Mr. Ceballos in a recent blog. You further
identified my as the former Attorney for Monarch and Judge in Des Peres.
I was not Mr. Ceballos Attorney and I demand that you immediately take down your libelous
publication. In fact my son represented Mr. Ceballos capably and professionally.
I demand a written public apology.
-Charles H. Billings
Bruntrager & Billings, P.C.
1735 S. Big Bend Blvd.
St. Louis, Mo 63117
314-646-0066
chb@law-stl.com

Charles W. Billings is a member of his father's law firm, Bruntrager and Billings, P.C.
Charles H. Billings' law firm represented Mr. Beck-Ceballos.
Mr. Charles H. Billings is the municipal judge of Des Peres and the current attorney for
the West County EMS and Fire Protection District and former attorney for the Monarch
Fire Protection District.
His firm represented Mr. Beck-Ceballos, however Mr. Charles H. Billings did not. His
son Charles W. Billings did. For this we apologize.
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We also thank Mr. Billings for giving us a reason to run Mr. Beck-Ceballos' mug shot
again and ask, "How in the world did this guy get off three serious charges with no
points on his driving record?"

A not very sober looking
Mr. Beck-Ceballos

Charles H. Billings at his last meeting with the Monarch FPD.

BILLINGS IS A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF THE PROBLEM: Billings sits in judgment of
drunk drivers and others as municipal judge in Des Peres, but his law firm advertises on
its website that they specialize in DWI defense. Even if it is son defending the drunks
Billings and his firm still reaps profits when clients get sweet deals. The same goes for
Tim Englemeyer, the Chesterfield prosecutor and Creve Coeur judge and Chesterfield
Judge Rick Brunk , who with one hand are expected to look out for the health, safety
and welfare of the public at large, but in their private practice represent drunk drivers
and are looking for sweetheart deals.
You cannot expect these guys to be tough on drunks and thieves one night, when the
next day they are trying to get clients charged with similar offenses off with no record.
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CHESTERFIELD COP SECRETLY RECORDING MEN PEEING AT GAS STATION
NOW EX-COP:

Chesterfield Police Officer David Cerna took pen to paper and wrote out a letter of
resignation as police were searching his house in Wentzville looking for evidence of a
videos secretly recorded of men urinating in a Chesterfield Gas Station restroom. The
investigation also led to evidence that Cerna was creating videos of men lured to his
house by internet ads for sex with women. When they arrived they were instructed to
use a "glory hole" in a door while Cerna recorded himself performing oral sex. The
recordings were later posted on the internet.
The entire case broke thanks to a tip to KTVI's Chris Hayes who was able to determine
the Clarkson Road Mobil on the Run restroom video was being used on a website
called "Restroom Recon."
Officers executed a search warrant at the six-year veteran police officer's house and at
that time according to Chief Ray Johnson, Cerna wrote out a resignation letter which
was immediately accepted in lieu of termination.
The police were able to indentify at least eight people video recorded using the
restroom who images were later posted on a website called "Restroom Recon." KTVI's
Chris Hayes interviewed one of the men.
Here is the charging document filed by Det. Michael Thompson of the Chesterfield
Police:
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FIRE DISTRICT CHAIRMAN SUDDENLY RESIGNS...RECENT
ARREST FOR PROMOTING PROSTITUTION FOUND: Richard
Rognan who was just finished two years of his third six year term in April , abruptly
resigned as the Chairman of the West County EMS & Fire Protection District.
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Rognan who works as a local CPA and provides services to other union controlled fire
districts is best known to many Town and Country residents as the guy who after
signing a 5-year $18 million contract to provide fire and EMS services to Town Country
from January 01, 2006 to December 31, 2010 attempted to negate the contract by
annexing Town and Country into the Fire District. The Fire District property tax at the
time was 82-cents on $100 assessed valuation. Town and Country residents were
paying no property taxes for city and fire services and the annexation would have raised
residents' taxes between $500 and $2,000 annually. The annexation election was
cancelled due to strong opposition in Town and Country.
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Also on 01/26/06 Rognan was cited for speeding 71 mph in a 45 mph zone in
Manchester. He demanded a jury trial to have the case sent to the Circuit Court and
then pled guilty to a reduced charge of "Illegal Parking" and was fined $262.
We mention this traffic charge because of another recent charge that Rognan was
facing that we are trying to find out the final disposition.
After reading the letter of resignation I asked the fire district attorney Chuck Billings if
there are been any subpoenas that have been served on the district. Chuck laughed
and said absolutely not and Rognan just had too much going on with his business and
was worried working with other fire districts might appear to be a conflict.
I wasn't buying this and dug a little deeper.
THE ARREST...LOOKING FOR SEX FROM A 19-YEAR-OLD UMSL COED: It turns
out that 54-year-old Richard Rognan was arrested on August 8, 2013 on a charge of
Soliciting Prostitution from a "teenager" that turned out to be a police decoy in the tiny
town of Velda City located along Lucas and Hunt Road just north of Hillsdale and
Wellston.
The 10-officer Velda City Police Department on occasion will bait a trap to try and catch
people using the internet to look for love.
In this case they placed an ad on Craig's List claiming to be a 19-year female college
student at UMSL looking "to hang out tonite be rl and have a pic and we can see what's
up."
The police report indicates within 20 minutes there were 10-to-20 responses to the ad.
One response which turned out to be from Richard Rognan, the Chairman of the West
county EMS & Fire Protection District under the name "Hot Spoil."
Here is what Rognan wrote according to police:
"Hello - I like what I see - I am available to hang out tonight and spoil you $$$. I am in
great shape and good looking, generous and I do like to spoil U. can I spoil you
tonight?"
Police decoy: "wat did u have in mind"
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Rognan: "BJ and fuck...can I spoil you tonight?"
Police Decoy: "How much for all that?"
Rognan: "150"
Decoy: "dam that much? U have a pic?"
How do we know that these messages are from Rognan...because he sent the police
decoy his photo! This is a guy who was running a multi-million dollar government
agency that was supposed to be protecting the public, including 19-year-old teenage
college coeds.
Rognan even told the teenager (cops) he'd be driving a Lincoln. Guess what?...they
were waiting for him when he pulled up in his 2011 white Lincoln Navigator.
When the cops contacted Rognan after he pulled into the apartments parking lot where
he was told to go at 2800 Glen Parkway he flashed his gold West County EMS & FPD
Director badge.
At first he claimed he was on fire district business to meet someone who works for the
fire district. He then admitted he was meeting a UMSL student for "some fun."
He was arrested and police found in his right front pocket a Trojan Condom and $150 in
cash. He was charged under a City Ordinance Violation of Patronizing Prostitution and
released on a $1,000 bond.
MY MONRING AT VELDA CITY MUNICIPAL COURT: I was able to get a copy of the
police report with little trouble and $15.50 in cash. The police chief was aware this was
an open record, meaning there was an open disposition after a guilty plea (probably to a
lesser charge). However getting anything information out of the Velda City Court was a
horse of another color.
Ironically the city attorney for all the rich folks in Town and Country is also city attorney
for Velda City, Steve Garrett. The email I sent to Mr. Garrett pretty well describes my
morning at the Velda City Municipal court inside the city hall which was once a 7-11.
From: John Hoffmann [mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net]
Sent: Thursday, June 19, 2014 2:26 PM
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To: 'Steve Garrett'
Subject: court disposition

June 19, 2014
Mr. Steve Garrett
City Attorney
Velda City
Steve,
On Thursday June 19 at 11am I went to the Velda City, City Hall to check the disposition of a
municipal court case filed August 8, 2013 by the Velda City Police against one Richard Rognan.
(cit 120951860). A woman who I believed to be an assistant court clerk said I had to fill out a
written request.
I always thought court records were open to the public and requiring (no) Sunshine Law forms.
However, I wrote out a request.
Another woman, who I took to be the court clerk told me she was too busy to look up the
disposition and she would get back to me. I told her I had the latest John Grisham novel in the
car and I would just read it in the lobby until she had time to give me the disposition.
30 minutes into my novel, I was called into the offices and handed a phone and spoke with a
member of your law firm who is also the prosecutor in Velda City, your law firms' Pat
Chassaing. Mr. Chassaing said you were out of town and would have to be contacted before a
public court record of disposition could be revealed.
I told him that I thought court records in Missouri were supposed to be public records and
available to the public.
He replied that Velda City had 72 hours under the Sunshine Law.
I replied that I went there to find an open public court disposition, but was forced by staff to
make a written request and that court records should not require a Sunshine request.
He replied nothing would happen until you advised.
I find this unusual, since one of your other fiefdoms, Town and Country, works very simply. I
ask the court clerk for a disposition and she provides it to me.
I'm curious do these two cities work under different laws concerning court records?
Please provide the court disposition of citation 120951860 as soon as possible.
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Thanks,
John Hoffmann

THE OFFICIAL POLICE REPORT:
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COMMENT ON GETTING COURT RECORDS AND THE FAIRNESS OF SEX
STINGS: : Someone in the know has told me the reason the Velda City Court is stalling
in providing disposition information is because they reduced the charge to "Littering." I
have also been told by someone who has provided very accurate information to me in
the past that Richard Rognan was represented by a lawyer who has already been
mentioned in this newsletter or possibly the lawyer's son...which some would feel is a
possible conflict of interest.
It feels odd that the residents of a majority African-American populated city like Velda
City have to put up with white elected officials from West County coming to their
community to participate in prostitution. Hiding the court records and/or reducing the
charge to "littering" or "illegal parking" sends the wrong message. I'm sure that charge
would not be reduced if someone from Velda City came to West County wanting to
participate in teenage prostitution.
Some might claim that no one speeds on Lucas and Hunt anymore since it is such a
well known speed trap and reverse prostitution stings are a good way to raise money.
However, being a cop for 30 years I know full well that apartments with lower rents in
towns like Velda City are often where prostitutes will work from. I have to think there has
been some prostitution problems before causing the cops to be pro active.
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Of course for police reverse stings to be fully effective you have to publicize them
including naming those who are arrested. The Velda City police chief is following the
Missouri Open Records Law...however for the stings to really work there needs to be
press releases or it might look like a revenue raising activity.
Also this does not mean the white attorneys from West County representing the Velda
City should be reducing these offenses, especially when the defendants are from West
County and represented by lawyers from West County?

Velda City Prosecutor Pat Chassaing (left) lives in Warson Woods
and Velda City, City Attorney Steve Garrett (center) lives in Wildwood. Richard Rognan (right)
lives in Manchester.

REAL ESTATE:

Saying Goodbye to a rite of spring: When my wife and I moved
back to St. Louis and bought a home in the Thornhill subdivision it seemed like part of
spring
For our first three years the house at the end of Thornhill Drive at Mason Road went on
the market every spring. By summer it was off the market with no buyers. Since the
owners were not getting their price prior to the recession the house remained off the
market after 2008 until late this spring. The house on the long but slender 1.6 acre lot at
13456 Thornhill went on the market for $2,495,000 in the middle of May. A price that I
thought was probably still too high for the market.
I went out of town for the first two weeks of June and when I returned the house had
apparently sold. The one thing that was clearly different was that the realtor took out a
one and a half page ad in Town and Style Magazine. In case you missed it here is the
ad:
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MY CONTENTION IS CONFIRMED...WEST COUNTY HAS HIGH LEVEL OF
PRETENTION: From 1990 to 1997 I worked as a police officer in one of the wealthiest
suburbs on the east coast and certainly in the Washington/Baltimore area, Chevy
Chase, Maryland. For all of its wealth the one thing that was missing was expensive
cars. Rich people were driving around in Fords ,Chevys, Toyotas and Hondas.
Columnist George Will drove a red Saab convertible with a "Chicago Cubs" bumper
sticker.
I don't remember Chris Matthews having a "fancy car". David Brinkley had new cars,
but not top end makes. Famous Senate Watergate/Nixon Impeachment lawyer Sam
Dash lived in town and drove a regular car. In the wealthy Maryland suburbs of
Washington, DC the rich people tended to be Democrats. In the Virginia suburbs there
tended to be more Republicans.
Moving back to St. Louis and buying a house in Town and Country I was amazed at
how many more people here were driving top of the line luxury cars compared to
wealthier people in the Washington DC high end suburbs. My suspicions were
somewhat confirmed when I read this recent article in the Montgomery County Gazette
newspapers.

Euro Motorcars says goodbye to Rolls-Royce, hello to Volvo
Bethesda dealership trading in luxury for family friendly
by Elizabeth Waibel Staff writer
Bethesda hovers near the top of lists of the nation’s highest-earning communities, but its
residents tend to be conservative in their choice of cars, one dealer said.
Euro Motorcars, which operates several auto dealerships in the area, shuttered its Rolls-Royce
and Bentley showroom in downtown Bethesda last September and plans to reopen it this summer
with Volvos.
Gil Hofheimer, general manager of the new Volvo store, said the high-end Rolls and Bentley
cars have become socially questionable in the Washington area.
“It became a car that people were reluctant to be seen in because of the statement that it made,”
he said. “It was a little too opulent for the area.”
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On the other hand, in areas such as Miami, Las Vegas and Los Angeles, which are “a little bit
more glitzy,” Hofheimer said, those models sell very well. Most Rolls-Royce models sell for
$250,000 and up.
Not so in Washington.
“In a region where people are more concerned with the ecology, the environment [and] political
statements, the car made the wrong statement, shall we say,” he said. Many models get about 20
miles per gallon on the highway and about 12 in city driving, according to the Environmental
Protection Agency.
The nearest Rolls-Royce dealership is now in Sterling, Va. Bentley Tysons in Vienna, Va.,
bought out Euro Motorcars’ Bentley business, and Simone Durbin, director of business
development, said the company sells an average of five a month.
“Bentleys are moving actually very well, considering the price tag,” Durbin said. “‘Economically
friendly’ is simply not in our clients’ vocabulary.”
Volvo has a reputation for being a safe family vehicle, Hofheimer said. Next year’s Volvos also
will have some features in common with the Mercedes-Benz, which Euro Motorcars already sells
from its main downtown showroom on Arlington Road. The features include Apple CarPlay,
which displays iPhone apps on a screen in the car, and the capability to receive information
about road hazards via satellite.
“Volvo has always had a safety heritage, as does Mercedes-Benz, and we feel that more closely
aligns with our mission,” Hofheimer said.
He said a tremendous number of apartments are being built in the three blocks around the new
dealership — which is at the more southern corner of Wisconsin and Woodmont avenues — and
in Bethesda as a whole, and Volvos are popular.
“We are right in the middle of ‘Volvo land,’ as the manufacturer calls it,” Hofheimer said.
“There are probably more Volvos registered in Bethesda-Chevy Chase than there are in any
community in the Washington-metro area.”
Euro Motorcars bought the old Martens Volvo in Washington and is operating out of its
showroom until moving to Bethesda. Hofheimer said he expects the new Volvo showroom to
open Aug. 1.
DARK CLOUDS KEPT DOWN FATHER'S DAY CAR SHOW: There many people in
the area who are unfamiliar with car show at the Museum of Transportation every
Father's Day. Many more know about the car show in Forest Park on Easter that draws
huge crowds. The Father's Day show will often fill the Museum's parking upper lot with
old cars and lower parking lot with visitors' cars, but it is not nearly the crowd seen in
Forest Park. This Father's Day there were dark and ominous morning clouds which
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apparently kept the some exhibitor's from bringing their restored cars to the show since
hail or heavy rains are not friends to 80,90 and 100 year-old cars. But despite half the
spots being empty this year there were still some nice cars. Here are a few:

1931 Marmon made in Indianapolis

1928 Buick

A early Maxwell not owned by Jack Benny or Mel Blanc

An unusual 1948 Chevrolet "woody" coupe

1948 Packard
The oldest car at the show was this 1909 Model T. If you look
closely under the original headlamps you can see small LED lights.
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The 1973 International Harvester Travelall was not that old but it had a couple of things
that amused me. The model year of 1973 actually used to start in September of 1972
meaning the Nixon for president bumper sticker was appropriate. Also on the front
floorboard was an old radio/telephone that just looked like a telephone. You radio'ed an
operator, gave them the number, they would then dial it and patch it through to you. You
would have to say "over" to the other party so they would know when to talk and say
"out" to have the operator terminate the call.

MUSIC: We were out of town for two weeks on the Crystal Cruise Lines' Symphony.
That certainly did not mean I did not get to listen to some great music and occasionally
some not great music. let's start with the great music.
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First there was Jeff Deutsch in the piano bar. This guy had an amazing total recall of
hundreds of songs from the Great American Songbook. He didn't simply do the shorter
popular versions, but if you requested "Pick Yourself Up" from the 1936 movie Swing
Set, he would sing the entire intro lyrics sung by Fred Astaire in the movie. But what
was a real treat for me was when I found out that Deutsch, from Chicago, is a friend of
Bonnie Herman and used to sing advertising jingles with her. Bonnie was the female
vocalist with the group "Singers Unlimited" and has been one of my favorite singers for
decades, even though she has not performed for years. She is known in St. Louis as
the voice of the Frederick Roofing jingle for 40 years.

Nicki Parrott on the bass is a great jazz vocalist doing the standards and even some
Blossom Dearie tunes. She is an Australian currently living in Connecticut.
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On the piano is Yve Evans an outstanding jazz pianist and vocalist who will often
include some comedy in her sets. By the end of the cruise she was outdrawing a full
band having SRO shows in barrooms night after night. Evans is out of Palm Springs,
California. On the drums was Danny Coots from Nashville, who had another musical
connection for me. He knows jazz pianist Beegie Adair. I have a dozen CDs of
Beegie's trio. Nicki, Yve and Danny were what is known as "fly-in" entertainers. They
were flown in to do this one cruise.
Now the for the bad part:

The three people in front...a trumpet player who for 12 days never played without a
mute in his horn, a sax player who would also played the torture instrument, a soprano
saxophone. (It looks like a toy sax.) Plus there was a clarinet player from Finland. The
group called itself Jazzdagen, but insisted in constantly playing Dixieland and Ragtime
music at about 120 decibels. There was only one afternoon while the ship was at sea
that they let Nicki Parrott do a 45-minute set of straight ahead jazz standards from her
CD.
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CARTOONS:
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