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AUGUST POLICE STATS AND CRIME NUMBERS FOR TOWN & COUNTRY AND
CHESTERFIELD:
Town and Country Where the official motto is “Protect and Serve” and the Unofficial
Motto is “We don’t enforce Missouri License Plate Laws if you are a rich resident and
own an expensive car.”

Here is a Bentley on Clayton Road waiting to make a left onto SB Mason with no front
license plate as required by Missouri law. Notice what is on the inexpensive Toyota
next to the Bentley. Yes it is a front license plate as required by law. But in Town and
Country that law apparently only applies to us drivers of Chevys, Toyotas and Hondas,
not the drivers the Mercedes Benz, BMW or Audis.
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Town and Country Stats:

CATEGORY
Service Activities
Reports Written
Vehicle Crashes
Criminal Reports
DWI Arrests
Misc. Arrests
Traffic Summons
-Speeding
Traffic Warnings
Total Traffic Contacts

AUG.
2018

YTD 2018
2420
223
77
30
15
38
394
201
242
636

20405
1690
550
275
99
256
2655
1458
2354
5009

Chesterfield:
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AUG.
2017

YTD 2017
2355
217
67
23
9
37
346
215
432
778

15871
1501
580
230
86
228
2613
1690
2645
5258

2017

2018

Change

+ OR -
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2017

2018

THE PARKWAY SIX ALL GET REDUCED CHARGES AND PROBATION AFTER
COMMITTING AN ARMED ROBBERY WITH AK-47S AND PISTOLS:
Landon Cremeens Ballwin

Nikolas Kebrdle Ballwin

Caleb Hester Ballwin

Carlos Perkins St. Louis

Kerion James St. Louis

Matthew Petersen Town & Country

75% of the felony charges against these six former Parkway High School Students
(Parkway West and Parkway South) were dropped. On March 26, 2016 the six went to
an apartment off Big Bend in West County. The apartment was rented by two 19-yearold women. The six were armed with 2 AK-47 assault rifles and a Glock semi-automatic
pistol.
In a plea deal proposed by lane duck Prosecutor Bob McCullough’s office and accepted
by Judge John Warner, the 2-counts of armed robbery, 2-counts of armed criminal
action, and a 1st Degree Burglary charge against each of the six were all dropped.
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The six pled guilty to 2nd Degree Burglary (does not involve a weapon) and Unlawful
Use of a Weapon. The irony here is if you display a weapon it is 1st-Degree Burglary,
apparently everywhere expect in Judge Warner’s St. Louis County courtroom.
Here is the original Probable Cause Statement filed by a St. Louis County Police
Detective:

The plea deal dismissed 30 very serious felony charges against the six and replaces
them with 12 lower-level felonies.
Each defendant was placed on a 5-year SIS probation term, meaning the criminal
records of using AK-47s and a Glock while holding up people in their residence will be
erased if they successfully complete probation.
Early reports after the arrests in 2016 were the six were either upset over being cheated
in marijuana deals by the women or simply doing the robbery to obtain marijuana.
Matthew Petersen is the son of bankruptcy attorney Eric Petersen and Stephanie
Peterson, who is a member of the Town and Country Parks Commission and practices
orthopedic surgery at Mercy Hospital under the name of Stephanie Otis. They live in
the 1100 block of Templeton Place off of Clayton Road.
It was reported that Petersen had a scholarship to Northwestern and was also accepted
at Texas A&M but could not leave the St. Louis area under the conditions of his
$250,000 bond.
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TENNIS COURT UPDATE: For a number of years we have been writing and posting
photographs showing how unsafe the tennis courts at Preservation Park are. For years
Town and Country had an agreement with CBC high school where they would have first
rights to the courts but they had to maintain them and make them available to the public
when they were not using them for high school matches or practices.
CBC ran into money problems and would not take money away from their football team
and the tennis courts were ignored. This spring half the tennis courts were closed with
nets removed because they became too unsafe.
The four remaining courts were not exactly a safe place to play either. We ran this
photo last week of the Whitfield HS girls hosting the girl’s team from Hazelwood South
HS on very unsafe courts at Preservation Park.

We next heard the CBC board was getting pressure from coaches and ADs from other
schools that use the courts to fix all eight court and not just four courts as planned. The
court repair started on September 10 and we visited the courts on September 14
expecting to see a major reconstruction job, but we were disappointed.
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They were rebuilding the courts, but merely filling in the cracks.
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Next the mother of a high school player sent me an email after she talked to the two
workers an hour after I did. She quoted them directly.
“I stopped by the courts and spoke to the two guys working on the courts. Here’s what
they said:
“Yes, we are repairing ALL the courts, however, CBC is having us do
the bare minimum. Usually, the proper procedure is to fill the cracks
with stucco, then place a layer of sturdy hardware fabric, then smooth
it over with putty. Then you are supposed to apply 2 layers of primer
over all the courts, and then two layers of color. Then apply the
stripes.”
To cut cost, they have been instructed to only fill the cracks, then
apply the color. This means NO fabric and no primer.”
The two guys kind of shook their heads and giggled saying that they’re
not too sure how long these repairs will last because it’s not the
usual procedure.
They also said it likely won’t be done until end of next week.”
CITY NOT DOING TOO MUCH PRESERVING AT PRESERVATION PARK: We found
it amusing that at “Preservation Park” the City is not doing too good of a job preserving
some of the trees. Of course it is known that the City would like to sell the park.
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HONEYSUCKLE AND MORE REMOVED FROM FENCE: Back in 2007 Town and
Country resident, retired nurse Janet Williamson got the city to spend $100,000 on
putting a fence around open state highway department right of way on the side of
Topping Road just before Manchester Road (MO Hwy 100) and planting native prairie
grass.
Williamson planted prairie grass which was an attractive change to what had been
there. Janet and her husband Dr. Joe Williamson lived on Kristie Lane and had
maintained an amazing garden and walking path on their property.
Janet used these skills to create the native prairie enclosure along Topping Road in
2008. Upon completion she received a “Mayor Award” from Jon Dalton. Then things
went downhill. With prairie grass you need to burn it or cut every year so it will grow
back. The city never maintained the property and within three years the Native Prairie
Grass was gone replaced by Japanese Honeysuckle. Then it got to the point you could
not see the fence.
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Last week a contractor spent four hours with a brush hog and removed eight years of
invasive plants from next to the fence. Of course this did not mean the native prairie
grass would be back, but at least the fence will not be covered on both sides by out of
control weeds for a while,

The Williamsons moved from their house to a condo. They both died months apart in
2016.
THE PGA CHAMPIONSHIP PART IV: The last piece of the puzzle on how much
residents of Town and Country spent on Police Traffic Control coverage for the PGA
Championship is now in. We had to wait six weeks to get the last day of police overtime
information. The Sunday of the tournament T&C Officers on overtime were paid $1,351.
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Town and Country spent $14,450 on overtime and the salary of Capt. Bob Arthur who
was assigned to the Tournament. You add that to the $8,200 the Chesterfield Police
Department paid officers for traffic control within Town and Country, the total comes out
to $22,649. This does not include Creve Coeur PD that also had officers assigned to
road closures.

West County EMS & Fire Protection District sent a bill for $53,094 for EMS coverage
and for ambulance transports to local hospitals. Three weeks after sending the bill the
Fire District has not been paid as the PGA is apparently in 60 days payment cycles
unlike us common folks who are expected to pay bills in 21 days.
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Besides Town and Country PD, Chesterfield PD and Creve Coeur PD, the St, Louis
County PD, the Highway Patrol and the FBI had officers, troopers and agents assigned
to the tournament. The PGA paid out over $11,000,000 in prize money. Why didn’t
they pay for law enforcement services required and provided off site and hand out
$10,750,000?
YOU ARE NOT GOING TO BELIEVE WHAT HAPPENED TO ME AT WAL MART:

I only go to Walmart about every six weeks, when I need some things that Costco
doesn’t carry. Of course while I’m at Walmart I usually buy $25 of junk food I would not
buy at Dierberg’s due to the price but seems like a real bargain at Walmart.
That was the case 10 days ago. As I was making my way to the checkout, half of my
cart had the stables I came for such as a huge bottle of laundry detergent, a box of
‘Mini” dog biscuits, a case of Coca-Cola that was on sale at less than 30-cents a can,
some stuff from the drug store department and finally one item from the Ice Cream
freezer. That was a carton of Klondike “No Sugar Added” ice cream bars.
I was headed to checkout when a blond lady in her late 40s walked up to me and said,
“Excuse me. Those are not good for you.” She then pointed and touched the package
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of Klondike bars. Apparently the case of 24 cans of Coke were alright along with the 24
full size Hershey Bars I was buying for Halloween trick or treaters.
I immediately asked her if I had a written HIPAA release on file with her. I then said,
“Look lady, I’m FSF. Do you know what that means? It means I’m fat and sixty-five. I
also have congestive heart failure and will not be around much longer. So if I want to
buy six ice cream bars every once in a while, I think it is okay.”
She wanted to have the last word.
“I guess this makes it a little better,” she said and pointed to the “No sugar added” print
on the box. Of course they have sugar; they just don’t have any extra.
She then proceeded to the self-checkout and I went to checkout lane with a human
being who needs a job and is checking people out.
ALINEA APARTMENTS CLAIM TO BE IN TOWN & COUNTRY AND THEY ARE
NOT! This is the area in unincorporated St. Louis County that Mayor Dalton keeps
wanting to annex. Earlier this year City Administrator Bob Shelton estimated it would
only cost the City $10,000 a year to provide services. I questioned that as being
unrealistically low.
The area off of Des Peres Road north of Manchester has a nursing home-senior care
facility (Provision Living), which was the first building constructed. Nursing homes
require lots of EMS transports. If this was annexed Town and Country’s contract with
West County EMS & Fire Protection District would go up. Reading reviews on
Provisions I was shocked to read that some rooms share a bathroom!

We drove through the area north of Provisions where there is a very large three and
four-story apartment complex that claims it is in Town and Country. The name of the
apartments is Alinea at Town and Country. They are not in the City Limits of Town
and Country. They are basically lying. Alinea Apartments between Town and Country
and Des Peres would be a better name. This is from the Alinea website:
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Frankly if this place was in Town and Country the building plans would never have been
approved by the Architectural Review Board or the Planning and Zoning Commission
because they are too plain and too ugly.
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Finally there is the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel under construction that is 4-stories,
136,000 square feet with 211 rooms, restaurant and more. Hotels generate police calls
and the crimes have to be investigated the next day by detectives.

WHAT IS COMING NEXT: Last week we had a photo of the house of Don
Breckenridge, the big St. Louis area developer, whose first project was the Thornhill
Estates subdivision and the house being torn down. This week we have a photo of the
planned house for the lot at 12980 Thornhill Drive.
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A SUGGESTION FROM A READER: When we posted a photo of 66-year-old Town
and Country City Attorney Steve Garrett’s very long ponytail, one reader contacted us
and said they were sure Garrett was going to get it cut off and donate the hair to the
Wigs for Kids (with cancer) charity. There is a hair salon in Manchester Meadows next
to Fresh Thyme that is a donation location along with a couple of Great Clips.

SECURITY AGENT SUPERVISES EXERISE TIME: The Security Agent has taken a
part time off-duty job as a fitness instructor.
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CHESTERFIELD CITY HALL STAFF WON’T GIVE UP IN THE QUEST TO INJURE
HANDICAPPED PEOPLE: Back in the August 5 edition of the newsletter (#341) I ran
the photo below along with photos form 2017 and 2016 showing overgrown vices
covering the handrails and footpath of the handicapped entrance to City Hall.
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The first workday day after the newsletter was posted the vines were cut back.
However staff members appear to be focused on dropping someone with a walker or
just using a handrail. As our September 17 photo shows that the problem has either
been ignored by the staff since none of them use the handicapped entrance or there is
a bet on when the first handicapped person will be injured. The vines were cut again on
September 19.

July 2018

September 17, 2018

DR. DOUG’S PROPSOED NEW VET CLINIC BUILDING GOES DOWN ON A 8-0
VOTE: I kind of knew what the vote would be, but the residents of the Clarkson Woods
subdivision wanted to get their last word in after appearing en masse to a Planning
Commission meeting (where Dr. Pernikoff’s plan passed and to a July City Council
meeting. The final vote was continued until the September 17 City Council meeting.
Another large group of residents appeared.
Dr. Doug as he has been known for the last 12 years is a regular guest on the Frank O.
Pinion (John Craddel) radio show.
Here is the property in question which abuts Dr. Pernikoff’s office now. 72% of the 0.9
acres is zoned residential and 28% of it is commercial.
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Below is the property in question.

There was a larger crowd at the July City Council meeting when the rezoning of the ,7
of an acre would be rezoned from residential to commercial. The front .2 acre is already
zoned commercial but it would be impossible to build anything on a lot that small.
July Council Chambers:
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September Chamber:

However in July 23 people, all residents of Clarkson Woods, spoke against the plans.
In September 26 residents spoke against the re-zoning, See Below:
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Here are some of their issues and statements:
Increase in traffic and safety.
“My commute to Baxter Road has quadrupled in 15 years.”
“I don’t want Clarkson to turn into another Manchester Road.”
21

“To me it is criminal to have more people cutting through our subdivision.”
“Do we need Chesterfield to become like New York where I came from?”
“The problem with our stoplight (Clarkson Road and Clarkson Woods, a Missouri
Department of Transportation light) is that it is so short only two or three cars can get
out. We don’t have much time now without adding more cars to the problem.”
Several people spoke about the additional traffic affecting the safety of children walking
home from the nearby high school.
Property Values:
“I used my hard earned money to buy a house here and they want to put a parking lot at
the front of our subdivision.”
“The average home price is $390,000. It is hard to sell real estate in a high traffic area.”
“Dr. Pernikoff seems like a nice man. But he could sell this property the days after this
passes and we would have an interloper in our subdivision.”
“I like Dr. Pernikoff. He is a fine vet. I just don’t like he is trying to shove a commercial
building onto the property.”

FOR THE BUILDING:

Dr. Doug
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Appraiser

Dr. Doug’s lawyer

“What other alternatives are there for the property? Will Chesterfield buy the property
and turn it into green space?”
Patricia Crowley who lives in a Ballwin subdivision across Kehrs Mill Road from the
Chesterfield City Limits spoke in favor of the project.
“We were involved in a similar battle with the Schnuck’s supermarket at Kehrs Mill and
Clarkson. We fought it and we thought we won when the Ballwin Planning Commission
voted it down. Then the Board of Aldermen passed it 8-0. None of our worst fears ever
materialized. They (Schnuck’s) turned out to be pretty good neighbors, Dr. Pernikoff
has demonstrated he will be a good neighbor,” said Crowley who began her remarks by
saying Dr. Pernikoff was her vet.
Barry Goldstein stated he lives two doors into the Clarkson Woods subdivision and
represents the people in favor of Dr. Doug’s building.
“This is a small building that is designed to look like a residential building,” he said.
Debbie Granger supported the project based on Dr. Pernikoff’s record with the
community.
“He is on call 24 hours a day. He has a commitment to this community,” she said.
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Here are a few comments by Dr. Pernikoff:
“I think I should run for office. So many people like me. The lack of civility has been
downright hurtful. “
“Mr. DeCampi (Councilman Tom DeCampi) said he has no problem with my project but
he needs the votes (at the ballot box).”
Dr. Pernikoff’s lawyer, Bradley Winters, made some points.
“Dr. Pernikoff wants to put something on a vacant lot that has been vacant for decades.
This property is currently being used for nothing. This vacant lot will be vacant forever
without a zoning change,” said Winters.
Winters had a court reporter taking down everything that was said, which made me
wonder if a trip to the courthouse might not follow the 8-0 vote against the rezoning
plans.
TIME TO VOTE: Councilman Barry Flachsbart moved to vote on the rezoning matter
and added, “Our comprehensive plans say this is residential. I will vote against this.”
There was no debate as the 8-0 vote happened.
CHESTERFIELD TO DROP CONTRACT FOR POOL MANAGEMENT SERVICES
INCLUDING LIFEGUARDS. On Monday September 17, 2018 the City Council on the
recommendation of the Parks Director Tom McCarthy voted to end the contract for city
pool maintenance, daily management and lifeguards with Lifeguards Unlimited. The
plan is for the City to provide all services including hiring lifeguards as city employees.
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It was brought out that Lifeguards Unlimited routinely had manpower shortages
requiring Parks Department staffers to assume duties. In one case Parks Director Tom
McCarthy left his office and manned the front gate at the pool. A report by McCarthy
to the Parks & Arts Committee revealed that there was only one day in 2018 the
Aquatic Center pools fully staffed.

This is the first paragraph from a memo by McCarthy recommending that change to the
city providing services:

Here some of the serious issues that came up during the 2018 pool season and
recommendations for 2019 in a report to the Council:
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POLICE BLOTTER FOLLOW UPS: Here are a couple incidents in last week’s police
blotter that we followed up on:
The first one involves a guy stopped for a traffic violation at 3 o’clock in the afternoon on
Tuesday September 11 on Olive Blvd at White Road in possession of a stolen handgun.

Here is the additional information

Brannon Smith, age 22, resides High Ridge, arrested 9/11/18 at 1600 Hrs., 550
White Road. Charge of Stealing of a Firearm (Possession is included in that
statute) will be referred to State for warrant application. The 9MM Ruger that
was recovered had been reported stolen from Jefferson County.

31

Brannon Smith
Smith has a Trespassing Charge pending against him that occurred on July 18, 2018.
He was charged in Jefferson County on August 21, 2018.
The other case we inquired about was a road rage incident from Thursday September
13:

The answer to our inquiry:

A citation was issued to Justin Mark, resides in Chesterfield.
THIS IS A NEW CASE:
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FELONY CHARGES TO BE SOUGHT FOR THIRD TIME DWI: A Chesterfield PD carstop on EB I-64 at Mile Marker 14 resulted in a felony DWI arrest.

Nicholas D. Smith, age 32, resides St Louis, arrested 0206AM on
9/15/2018 on E/B 64 at MM 14. RPAW, DWI (M)

Nicholas Smith

Smith’s eyes

DEER KILLS MOTORCYCLIST: According to the Missouri Highway Patrol just after
midnight on Friday September 14 a deer jumped into the patch of a 24-year-old driving
his Harley Davidson motorcycle. He was ejected and died at the scene on Hwy AA in
Oregon, County.
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CITY OF CHESTERFIELD CONTINUES INTEREST IN BUYING LAND
NEXT TO LOGAN UNIVERSITY. Councilpersons want to keep the public in the
dark about expanding the Parks System by going into closed secret session. But a
search of Park Committee minutes revealed that the asking price for the property is
$600,000 higher than the city’s appraisal of the property. ($1,510,00 versus appraisal of
$900,000 or a 40% difference)
Former councilman Randy Logan first brought up buying land along Schoettler Road for
a park. Chesterfield has a huge amount of park land, although the majority of it is along
Chesterfield Parkway in Ward 2 and in the Chesterfield Valley in Ward-4. When Logan
brought it up after losing in the mayor’s race in 2017 and about to lose his council seat
to Mike Moore in Ward-3 in 2018, I mentioned they could name the property, The Randy
Logan Park.”
The land has some serious storm water issues and is possibly overpriced as no home
developer has snapped it up. The lot is 9.5 acres at 1859 Schoettler Road.
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The City Council has been going into secret Closed Executive Session before and after
meetings for several months. Each time they go into “secret” session they follow
Missouri Law and announce it is for Real Estate and Legal Issues.
We went back a year checking Parks Committee minutes and found that for the last
year Chesterfield Councilperson shave been considering buying the 9.5 acres on
Schoettler Road for a Park.
At the August 1, 2017 meeting the need and possible purchase was discussed along
with what the park would be used for. (Randy Logan said three playgrounds).
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There was also the question if this should be discussed in public at council meetings or
in secret executive session. It was decided to refer the matter to City Attorney Chris
Graville, who apparently likes it discussed in secret. (There is a fear public discussion
could force the price up, however this piece of land has been on and off the market with
little or no interest at the current asking price.)
Here is a link to those minutes:
https://www.chesterfield.mo.us/webcontent/Meetings/ParksRec/08-012017%20Parks,%20Recreation%20&%20Arts%20Minutes.pdf

Here is what is in the March 2018 meeting minutes about a possible purchase of the
land on Schoettler Road and how the city’s appraisal of the property shows the asking
price is $610,000 too high.

The minutes of the August 27, 2018 showed a vote was taken to move forward with
acquiring the overpriced Schoettler Road property. This of course, at the whole Council
level is still secret with no opportunity for public input.

The next Parks Committee is scheduled for Monday September 24, 2018 at 5:30 at:
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The next City Council Meeting is Wednesday October 3. 2018 at 7pm.

METRO WEST FIRE TO ADD AN AMBULANCE FOR FAR WEST COUNTY: The
Metro West Fire District (Formerly the Ballwin Fire District) that covers, Ballwin,
Ellisville, Wildwood and parts of Chesterfield will add a sixth ambulance for daily 24hour responses beginning in January. The ambulance will be housed at Station #5 on
18601 Stark Lane in Wildwood parallel to Old Route 66.

37

WE GO PUB HOPPING: Two weeks ago two of us went to the Corner Pub and Grill in
Ellisville at Clayton Road and Clarkson Road. The Corner Pub has been open for eight
years and has a pretty good following, except maybe not for a mid-week lunch crowd.
We were there at 1 o’clock and the place was almost empty.
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We kept things simple, since we were at a “Pub.” One order was a hamburger and fries
($9). The other order was the “Brisket Sammie Euporia” ($14) with a side of mashed
potatoes. We were going for the Philly Cheese Steak, but found out that it was a fake
Philly Cheese Steak and the hot grill roast beef was not covered in hot Cheese Whiz.
Instead it came with a strip of provolone cheese. That folks is not a “Philly Cheese
Steak.”

The Brisket was topped with provolone cheese, onion straws and BBQ sauce. Usually
good brisket stands out by itself and doesn’t need cheese or onion straws.
When the plate arrived the first thing I tried were the mash potatoes and gravy. They
were stone cold. Even the gravy was if it was left out from the night before. I poured
the extra gravy onto the potatoes and asked they be nuked in a microwave.
The hamburger was average. The fried were okay for frozen potatoes dropped into
grease. My potatoes were okay once heated up. The gravy was barely “OK.”
The brisket also was okay. I have had worse, but more often I have had much better.
Perhaps the best part of the lunch was out waitress Lindsey. She was very patient and
even helpful playing the role of “menu consultant.”
Overall I don’t consider the Corner Pub as a destination location, where you go for a
meal because the food is so good. It is however a convenient location to meet
someone coming from the opposite direction for a drink and a sandwich. They do have
big screen TVs all over the place so if you prefer watching sporting events away from
the TV you control at home and where a single Budweiser beer costs $4 versus a sixpack from Wal-Mart for $5.98 it is the place to go.
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CARTOONS:
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I get emails with funny and sometimes lame photos. I got one last week and these are
the best two.

On the same day I received this I also got the ones below. Both of these came from
folks with military connections, but the second one came from a guy who served of the
USS Missouri in 1947 & 1948 and is very liberal.
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