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TOWN AND COUNTRY 18-YEAR-OLD CHARGED WITH ARMED ROBBERY: Alex
Matukin, 18, of 1515 Topping Road was charged with Armed Robbery and Armed
Criminal Action by the County Police for an incident that occurred on August 2 at a Club
Fitness at 4438 Lemay Ferry Road.

Alex Matukin

1515 Topping
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Matukin is alleged to have held a gun against the victim’s head while taking his car
keys, cell phone and wallet. The victim is 17-years old and attends Mehlville High
School.

Charging documents used Matukin’s former address in Oakville. The family has lived in
Town and Country since 2016. A Vietnamese family is listed as the owner of their
former house in Oakville. Matukin gave the Topping Road address when booked.
Here is the Probable Cause Statement from the official court charging documents:
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Besides armed robbery Alex has three traffic charges pending. On 03/03/18 he was
cited by the County Police for Speeding 26mph over limit, Following Too Closely and
Improper Lane Usage. Those cases are pending. Alex’s facebook page is full of him
with fast cars.

Dad Zbigniew Matukin 2014 Mugshot

Firing a gun from a Facebook post.

Mom, Ziggy Agnes Matukin
Mon and dad are listed as owners, CEO or president of a number of trucking companies
in South County.
On court bond documents Alex Matukin is now listed as an employee of one of the
trucking companies.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY AND CHESTERFIELD POLICE STATS:
Officer’s responded to a total of 2267 calls for service and wrote a total of 235
reports in October, including:

Oct-18

Stats for Chief
CATEGORY
Service Activities
Reports Written
Vehicle Crashes
Criminal Reports
DWI Arrests
Misc. Arrests
Traffic Citations
Speeding
Traffic Warnings
Total Traffic Contacts

OCT. 2018 YTD 2018 OCT. 2017 YTD 2017
2267
235
91
31
16
26
415
205
204
619

25016
2102
696
342
136
311
2483
1880
2849
6332

2295
248
92
34
13
35
316
178
272
588

20463
1948
749
300
108
297
3352
2150
3392
6624

Felony DWI’s
Jackson, John WM66 (1952) residing 9xx Queensbridge Dr. 63021 arrested 10/6/18 22:30
64/Maryville charges DWI-persistent (felony) Released pending warrant application through
St. Louis County PA office
Flynn, Michael WM33 (1984) 3xx Greenbriar Est. Dr. 63122 arrested 10/10/18 3:23
270/Clayton charges DWI-persistent (felony), speeding (misd) Released pending warrant
application through St. Louis County PA office
CHESTERFIELD CRIME CONTINUES TO BE LESS THAN IN 2017: Most major crime
in Chesterfield continues to be down compared to 2017. Rape and sex offenses are
down. Robberies are way down with two so far this year versus nine last year.
Larcenies are down. Assaults are off despite Harpo’s Bar still being open. There have
been only 25 residential burglaries this year compared to 30 in 2017. Business
burglaries are another story. They are the first crime on the plus side this year with 28
while there were only16 through the first 10 months in 2017. However Parking
Violations are up, 119-to111.
Here are this month’s Chesterfield Crime and Police Stats and the stats for the first 10
months in 2018 compared to 2017.
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WHY DOES TOWN AND COUNTRY FORCE RESIDENTS TO GO TO CITY HALL
INSTEAD OF VIEWING PROPESED CONSTRUCTION IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOODS
ONLINE? When there is new construction or a planned house with hearings before the
Planning Commission, Architecture Review Board or Board of Adjustment neighboring
residents will receive a letter like the one below from Services Director/Public Works
Director Craig Wilde telling them they can come to City Hall and look at the plans.
The only problem is that lots of people are working all day and/or having duties dealing
with kids and can’t make it to city hall.

I asked Wilde why they don’t just put the plans online on the City’s website so residents
can view them at their convenience after the City Hall is closed.
Craig said the problem is that some plans are not easy to turn into PDFs to place on the
city’s website. My response to that is the City needs to require developer to submit
plans that are compatible with posting on the city’s website.
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This is another case that is somewhat unique to Town and Country where the
developers are held in a higher standing than the residents.
TOWN SQUARE: Originally the Town Square project was supposed to be done with a
ribbon cutting toward the end of 2018. With 11-Change Orders and $3,000,000 more
to be spent that date has been pushed further and further back.
Last week Clayton Road was reduced to one lane of traffic for more work on the tunnel
from the north side of Clayton Road to the Town Square. This is the third time Clayton
Road has had prolonged lane closures. Here are two photos from November 8.

HONEYSUCKLE AN IMPROVEMENT AT THE PARK: In the fall of 2017 we went of
Longview Farm Park and took photos of how Honeysuckle had taken over the park. We
even suggested renaming the park “Honeysuckle Park.” Below are two photos of
October of 2017.
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The below foot bride you should be able to see a creek and a large pond. In 2017 all
you saw was Honeysuckle.

In 2018 the City spent close to $9,000 to have a contractor come in and remove SOME
Honeysuckle. You could see an improvement, but more needs to be done.
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The below photo shows an area in 2018 that still needs some work.

The City only used a contractor in 2018. The City’s Parks employee did not remove any
Honeysuckle. Early December would be an excellent time for staffers to remove some
more as other plants have lost their leaves but Honeysuckles are still green for a while
longer, making them easy to spot and remove.
SPEAKING OF HONEYSUCKLE! The City is paying the Bob Brinkman Construction
Company to remove Honeysuckle around the Town Square Project under construction.
The City removed Honeysuckle in Drace Park last year and removed some in Longview
Park this year.
Perhaps they could make one of the city’s busier intersections a little safer by removing
Honeysuckle from the southwest corner of Mason Road and Clayton Road intersection
and improve the sight lines for motorists.
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IT WILL BE A LONG WINTER ALONG MASON ROAD: The Mason Road “Trail” (wide
sidewalk) project is still without a permit from the St. Louis County Highway Department
and there is no date when the project might restart. It started in late September and
then abruptly was brought to a stop by the St. Louis County Highway Department.
Who is to blame? Certainly the contractor, T. Hill Construction, is at the top of the list,
but not far behind is the Town and Country staff under services/Public Works Director
Craig Wilde. Getting a required permit and verifying that one was obtained would be
top priorities in most cities for similar projects before work starts, but not in Town and
Country. You might think that creating such an eyesore and dangerous condition that T.
Hill Construction would be suspended from city projects and contracts for a while. If you
thought that you would be wrong. The city just awarded T. Hill a contract for snow
removal this winter and they are about to get a City contract for “On-Call” road repairs.
Since this project is part of a Municipal Parks Grant it is supposed to be completed by
the end of 2018. That does not look like it will happen. The County wants the section of
sidewalks returned to ADA Compliance before a permit is issued. With winter setting in
and Christmas approaching I wonder if the city will spend money to decorate the bobcat
front loader, left where a sidewalk used to be along with the building materials.
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Maybe they could put a Santa in the Bobcat.

Will the City of Town and Country agree to pay hospital bills for joggers and walkers hit
by cars having to go in the street where a sidewalk was or will the alderpersons who
voted for this (the two Ward-2 alderwomen voted against it) have to pay? The work
was stopped on October 8 and is now in its second month.
MASON ROAD CRASH UPDATE: If you recall last week we ran this photo concerning
a car crash into the Lochinvar subdivision fence. The crash happened at 7:58 AM
Tuesday November 6. It involved a single car, a 2008 Honda Fit operated by Georgia
Park of Ballwin (car is registered to Park at a Kirkwood address).
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This is from the police report:

TWO REQUESTS TO FIND OUT ABOUT MASON ROAD PROJECT: MAYOR
DALTON REFUSES TO LET STAFF TALK AT MEETING: My wife for a number of
years as a home office claims examiner for a very large insurance company handled
million dollar claims against cities and contractors with performance bond insurance for
government projects. She knows about liability claims against cities in connection with
construction projects.
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She spoke first during the citizen comment section of the Board of Aldermen meeting on
11/13/18. She first said for over a month she has seen large “Men Working Signs” on
Mason road and has not seen any men working.

Next she talk about leaving the equipment out on the edge of the road by subdivisions
and asked how long before children started to play on it and the other materials by the
contractor.

Finally she asked for a report on the status of the Mason Road project.
Next the regular meeting started and during the aldermanic comment section Ald.
Lindsey Butler also asked for the staff (Public Works Director Craig Wilde) to give a
verbal report on liability issues and an update on the status of the sidewalk “trail” project
that has stopped on Mason Road.
Mayor Dalton demanded that Butler direct all questions to him. Wilde stated they would
begin removing material and equipment from the site the next day. The next day
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(Wednesday) T. Hill Construction was filling in the trenches they created to avoid liability
issues but had not resumed actual construction.
Dalton refused to allow Wilde to give a brief verbal report on why the project stopped
and how long it would be before it would start again.

File photos
This was clearly Dalton refusing to be open and transparent with the public.
REQUEST TO AUDIT PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS RESULTS IN DEBATE AND A
CONTINUANCE AS MAYOR SAYS HE IS AGAINST IT. Ald. Dr. Matt Reuter had a
resolution at the last Board of Aldermen meeting to place RFP (request for proposals) to
audit the Public Works Department and public works projects.
It isn’t The Mayor’s Meeting, but the Board of Aldermen meeting. That did not stop
Mayor Jon Dalton in coming out loudly against it. An audit of some of the pet projects
and the grossly over budget Town Square project could be embarrassing for Dalton.
“I want to know more about it. I recommend the Board continue this.”
Reuter pointed out that the RFP would not cost the city anything and the city could learn
what was needed or what experts think should be audited, since the Public Works
Department and projects have never been audited.
“The idea is to gain information. I’m not asking for funding at this time,” said Reuter. “Let
the companies tells us what they can do for us.”
Dalton shot back.
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“Putting out a RFP doesn’t make it an ill conceived project.” Said Dalton, who appeared
to be worried what an audit might find.
This initial back and forth was in the pre-meeting Work Session meeting. Similar
comments were made in the regular meeting. Reuter, Tiffany Frautschi and Lindsey
Butler wanted the resolution to go through and voted against the continuance. The
other four members present voted to continue it.

v
DEER MANAGEMENT FUNDING IN THE ROAD FUND BUDGET VIOLATES CITY
POLICY. THE MAYOR DOES NOT CARE! Violate away! Here is the city’s policy
concerning what projects the Road Fund’s budget is to be spent on.

Nowhere in the policy statement is there anything about culling deer herds. Sure you
could argue that deer being hit by vehicle make the road dangerous. But in reality Deer
Management comes under the General Fund as it is a public safety matter, like the
police writing speeding tickets and arresting drunk drivers.
Mayor Dalton continues to try and hide expenditures so he can brag about having a
balanced General Fund Budget. He is in fact lying to the public.
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Ald. Lindsey Butler brought this up on at the Aldermanic meetings on Tuesday 11/13/18.
She reported in 2018 both the Deer management budget and the City Beautification
Grants were shifted from the General Fund to the Roads Fund, where per city policy
they don’t belong.
GENERAL FUND 2008-2017:
Deer Management
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008

Beautification Grants

$104,110
$ 79,380
$ 46,500
$ 40,000
0
0
$ 5,000
$ 10,000
$149,857
$ 4,000

$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
0
0
0
0
$ 5,000
$ 20.145
$ 25,000

For 10 years Mayor Jon Dalton had deer management in the General Fund where it
belongs. The killing of mosquitoes is still in the General Fund with $6,000 budgeted but
killing of deer has been moved to the Road Fund where by policy it doesn’t belong.
In the 2019 Budget under Road Fund, Deer Management is listed at $82,822, It shows
that in 2018 it was $234,000. Then it shows ZEROS for 2016 and 2017. That is a lie.
$104,110 was budgeted in 2017 and $79,380 in 2016, but it was in the General Fund
where it belonged, but the current budget document ignores it existed as it is not for
those years listed on the Road Fund page.
Mayor Jon Dalton hiding and lying in the annual city budget presented to the public is
much the same as the below characters lying:
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Jon Dalton

Bernie Madoff

Bill “I never had sex with that woman” Clinton

Charles Ponzi Jon Lovitz as Tommy “That’s the ticket” Flanagan on SNL And this guy
The Problem: Other than Ald. Lindsey Butler no elected official is pointing out this
scam. Elected officials need to vote NO on this budget until “deer management” and
Beautification Grants are put back in the General Fund where they belong. Staff
employees are in a bad position with a mayor tries to hide numbers, but at least they
should be reporting the numbers are in violation of policy.
ANOTHER SERIOUS DEER CRASH: This one was in Ralls County in Northeast
Missouri on Saturday November 10 at 11:40 in the morning on State Route H. After
hitting the deer the Hyundai sedan hit a utility pole and overturned. The 25-year-old
woman driver had to be airlifted to a hospital in Columbia.
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DEER IN ROAD CAUSES CRASH AND SENDS 14-YEAR-OLD BOY TO HOSPITAL.
On Monday 11/12/18 at about 3:15 PM a 16-year-old driver from Clearmont, MO while
driving a 1999 Buick swerved to avoid a deer in the road on a Nodaway County road 7
miles outside of Maryville. The car was totaled after leaving the road and crashing. The
14-year-old passenger was injred and transported to a hospital in Clarinda, Iowa.

ALDERWOMEN BELIEVE CITY ADMINISTRATOR IS NOT KEEN ON
REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT: At their monthly meeting with residents on
November 12, Ward-2 Alderwomen Tiffany Frautschi and Lindsey Butler said that City
Administrator Bob Shelton told them he had not received any phone calls about
residents being upset with stoppage on the Mason Road sidewalk project. Both
Alderwomen said they were amazed that Shelton thought residents would call him
before calling them.
“The staff is confused about what the elected representatives do,” said Frautschi.

Shelton

Butler

Frautschi
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CHESTERFIELD’S PRIORITY STREETS AND ROADS DURING BAD WEATHER:
Chesterfield has primary streets for treatment during ice and snow events and
secondary streets that are addressed after the primary streets are treated. However
there are Priority Streets that get pre treatment and extra attention due to dangerous
hills, bridges, overpasses and curves.
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CHESTERFIELD DILEMMA IN THE POOL SALES TAX CASE: Chesterfield has a
serious dilemma in the event they win the case against the St. Louis County Sales Tax
Pool before the Missouri Supreme Court. Since no other county in Missouri has a sales
tax pool to be shared among cities Chesterfield is hoping that the Sales Tax Pool will be
declared unconstitutional by the courts. Chesterfield has gotten about 43% of the 1cent sales tax generated at Chesterfield stores. That went up to 52% in 2018. However
they want to keep it all like cities could did prior to 1983 in St. Louis County and all the
cities outside of St. Louis County currently do.
The Problem if they win:
1) If the Court rules in Chesterfield’s favor and eliminates the pool tax, the city would
have to put the 1-cent sales tax back on the ballot in April or August for approval. The
City would have to use budget reserves to bridge the period with no taxes collected.
2) If the voters turned down the 1-cent municipal sales tax, suddenly instead of 52% of
the tax generated Chesterfield would get ZERO.
The problem if they lose: The City will have spent a large amount of money on
lawyers to take the case through the courts to the Supreme Court.
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MORE AND MORE DAYTIME DWI DRIVERS IN ACCIDENTS: Last week we reported
the drunk driver who ran off the road at 11:45 in the morning and hit an office building.
This week Adam L. Thiel, 30, was arrested for DWI-Drugs after he ran off Clayton
Road and hit a utility pole at 3 o’clock in the afternoon on 11/12.
Here is just part of his lengthy record that we could find:
Date of Offense

02/24/06

Felony Possession of Drugs 5-year probation term
Probation Revoked sentenced to 3-years prison
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Franklin CO Sheriff

09/10/06 Felony Assault 6-years prison
St. Charles CO SO
04/12/07 Felony Possession of Drugs Probation. Prob revoked St. Louis CO PD
Sentenced to 5 years prison
04/22/07 Purchase or Attempt to Purchase Alcohol by a Minor
MO Highway Patrol
05/19/08 Speeding 20 Over Limit 10 days jail
Franklin CO Sheriff
11/05/08 Felony Stealing 7-yrs prison, Misd Stealing 1-year
Ballwin PD
11/10/08 Burglary, Felony Stealing 7-years prison
St. Louis CO PD
11/11/08 Burglary, Felony Stealing, Resisting Arrest 5-yrs prison St. Clair PD
11/13/08 2-counts Felony Stealing, 2-counts Property Damage
St. Louis CO PD
7-years prison
11/14/08 Burglary, 3-counts Felony Stealing 7-years prison
Des Peres DPS
11/15/08 Burglary, Felony Stealing 7-years prison
St. Louis CO PD
11/18/08 Felony Stealing 7-years prison False statement 30-days Manchester PD
12/03/08 Felony Stealing 7-years prison
St. Louis CO PD
12/04/08 Felony Stealing 7-years prison
St. Louis CO PD
12/08/08 Felony Stealing 7-Years Prison
Manchester PD
12/29/08 Burglary, Felony Stealing 7-years prison
St. Louis CO PD
12/30/18 Felony Stealing 7-years prison
St. Louis CO PD
01/01/09 Auto Theft 7-years Prison
Manchester PD
01/03/09 Felony Stealing 7-years Prison
St. Louis CO PD
04/24/13 Speeding $80 fine
MO Highway Patrol
12/01/13 Misd Receiving Stolen Property 120-Days jail
St. Louis CO PD
11/12/18 DWI-Drugs / Accident pending
Chesterfield PD

Adam Thiel
CHRONIC DOMESTIC ASSAULT SUSPECT: Timothy Minard, 36, served 30 days in
the Jefferson County jail in January of 2018 on a domestic assault incident that
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occurred in 2016. He also pled guilty to misdemeanor Domestic Assault in 2009 in
Jefferson County and was fined $100. He is currently on a 5-year probation term for a
burglary conviction out of Rock Hill.
He was arrested on Tuesday afternoon 11/13/18 in Chesterfield Valley at 12:20 PM
after motorists called in reporting that he was assaulting a woman in his car. He was
also arrested for Possession of Meth.

Timothy Minard 2017

2018

Minard was lived over the years in Fenton, Rock Hill, Marthasville, Arnold and St.
Charles.
Here is some of Minard’s record that we could find:
03/03/09
05/24/15
07/10/15
10/19/16
03/03/16
01/10/17

Domestic Assault $100 fine
Jefferson CO SO
Careless & Impudent Driving resulting in Accident Guilty MO Hwy Patrol
Peace Disturbance Guilty Fine
Washington CO SO
Domestic Assault & Driving While Revoked 30-days jail Jefferson CO SO
Suspended Lic, No Insurance Warrant
Rock Hill PD
Suspended Lic, No Insurance Warrant
Rock Hill PD
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03/28/17
04/17/17
12/06/17
03/12/18
03/21/18
11/13/18

Suspended Lic, No Insurance Warrant
Shrewsbury PD
Burglary PG 2017; 6-years prison, but placed on 5-year Rock Hill PD
SES Probation Term. Served 185 day shock prison term
Suspended Lic, No Insurance
Jefferson CO SO
Revoked License warrant
St. Louis CO PD/Fenton
Possession of Controlled Sub warrant
St. Louis CO PD/Fenton
Domestic Violence
Chesterfeild PD
Possession of Controlled Sub (Meth)

Civil Actions against Minard:
07/25/06
07/29/08
06/23/09
06/03/10
08/30/10
10/07/10
10/15/10
09/04/12

Eviction non payment of rent
$2,920 default judgment back rent
$903 consent judgment back rent
$305 a month child support no record of any payment
Full Order of Protection against Minard
Default judgment of $7,810 for Mercy Hospital
Default judgment of $7,168 for Mercy Hospital
Default Judgment $4,198

St. Charles CO
St. Charles CO
Jefferson CO
Franklin CO
Franklin CO
St. Louis CO
St. Louis CO
Jefferson CO

None of the judgments or non-support payments have been paid.
FELONY CHESTERFIELD SHOPLIFTER WHO DID ONE-YEAR IN JAIL FOR
SHOPLIFTING AND ASSAULTING A POLICE OFFICER, RETURNED TO
CHESTERFIELD TO STEAL AGAIN AND NOW IS A NO-SHOW IN COURT: We have
written about Kathryn Love twice before. On June 18, 2016 she and her sister had
shoplifted a large amount of items from the Gap store at the Taubman Outlet Mall
When Officer David Krumm of the Chesterfield Police Retail Security Unit responded
and stopped Love she resisted arrest. She then ordered her sister to spray Officer
Krumm with mace.
They were both arrested. Love was charged with Assaulting a Police Officer (Felony),
Felony Stealing and Resisting Arrest (felony). At the time of her arrest Love had several
different drugs in her purse and said she resisted arrest because she didn’t want to get
“dope sick” in jail.
Her bond was set at $25,000 and she never made bail. On October 27, 2016 she pled
guilty and was sentenced by Judge Michael Jamison to 1-year in jail on all charges and
a stealing charge filed by the County Police in May of 2016.
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Upon release from jail she returned to Chesterfield and on January 25, 2018 she was
on video stealing $1,199 worth of sunglasses from the Sak’s Off Fifth Avenue store in
the Premium Outlet Mall. When she was arrested she admitted the theft and said she
was high on heroin at the time of the theft.
She appeared before former Chesterfield City Attorney Rob Heggie, who ignored her
past record and sentences, set her bond at $7,500 but allowed only $750 to be posted.
Love was bailed out of jail.
On October 10 Love failed to appear in court. (There is a shock.) Heggie then issued a
warrant with “No Bond.” In as much as Love has used 38 different aliases she is likely
to evade arrest until she is taken into custody and fingerprinted for a new crime.

Love August 2018

March 2018

June 2016

2014

Here are some of her aliases:

MORE ATTORNEY CONFLICTS: Chesterfield Chris Graville is still working for both
sides. He is working for the people in Chesterfield. In Clarkson Valley and Ballwin he is
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the municipal prosecutor where he reduces thousands of serious moving violations to
“parking violations” if the dangerous driver hires a local attorney. He is also
representing criminals. The most recent one we ran across is Peter Razny.

Peter Razny

City Attorney Chris Graville

Razny lives at 65 Forest Crest Drive, just to the north of Parkway Central High School.
On 11/16/16 the Maryland Heights Police arrested Razny on 2-counts Felony Drug
Possession (not marijuana).
On 5/13/17 he was charged with six counts of Possession of Controlled Substances
(not marijuana). This was in connection to drug sales as the County Police seized
$2,800 from Razny in connection to drug sales. A year later on 05/31/18 Razny pled
guilty to all charges and was placed on a 5-year SIS, No Jail, No Fine and No Record is
probation is completed.
However, on 11/07/18 an arrest warrant was issued for Razny for Probation Violation.
He was arrested on November 9, 2018.

65 Forest Crest Chesterfield
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So Graville joins the likes of Chesterfield prosecutor and Creve Coeur judge Tim
Englemeyer and Rick Brunk the Chesterfield and Wildwood judge in allegedly working
for the safety of the people of West St. Louis County but representing criminals from the
same area and reducing almost all charges of defendants who hire local lawyers.
NEIL BRUNTRAGER has just been named the City Attorney of Webster Groves. Here
is the problem with that: As city attorney Bruntrager will have to deal with labor issues
for the city and liability issues. The largest number of employees in Webster Groves is
the police department with 46 officers.
Bruntrager is the attorney for the St. Louis Police Officer’s association. His firm also
represents individual police officers facing disciplinary action. His firm also represents
fire districts and union firefighters. His firm also advertises handling criminal and DWI
defense work. How is a city well represented by a lawyer with this many conflicts of
interest?

Bruntager

Billings

Bruntrager’s partner is Charles Billings. Billings is the municipal judge in Des Peres,
Fenton and Overland. How can someone who does and advertises from criminal and
DWI defense work be a fair and impartial judge looking out for the safety of the public?
They can’t! They are looking out after the welfare of fellow local lawyers!
It used to be municipalities had civil attorneys as city attorneys and judges. They did
not have conflicts of interests. Those days are long gone. Local elected officials refuse
to return to the fair and impartial days.
FOLLOW THE MONEY: Instead of listing al the contributors over $500 or $1000 to
local incumbent candidates for state office we have broke it down a little differently.
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Dean Plocher (the former Municipal Judge of Pine Lawn, one of the most corrupt courts
in Missouri) District 89 State Rep serving parts of or all of Des Peres, Town and
Country, Frontenac, Chesterfield, Huntleigh, Kirkwood and Ladue.

2018 so far Plocher has raised more than $60,000. He had the fewest in-district
contributions of any West County State Rep candidate.
Money From Out of District Contributors: 178
Out of State Contributors:
23
In-District Contributors:
8
Most money came from Political Action Committees, corporations, special interests or
lobbyists.
Here are a few that caught our eyes:
Missouri Pork Association 2-Contributions (Smithfield Farms, a Chinese owned
company that has two huge pig farms in Missouri that have been polluting neighboring
small farmers with hog waste run off, got legislators to pass a bill that allows
neighboring property owners to sue them just one time for damages.)
Cigarette Companies; 2-contributions from 2-different companies: Missouri has the
lowest cigarette tax in the nation.
1 Gambling Company.
Derek Grier State Rep District 100 serving parts of Chesterfield, Town and Country
and Ballwin. Grier raised $56,322 so far in 2018. He won reelection with 56% of the
vote. Grier accepted 129 contributions from outside of his district with 19 contributions
being from outside of the State of Missouri. He accepted 41 contributions from within
his district.
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Out of District Contributions: 129
Out of State Contributions:
19
In District Contributions:
41
Grier is a member of the Christian Science Church and a graduate of Principia College.
Members of the dwindling Christian Science Church do not believe in medicine or
doctors. However Grier accepted numerous contributions from medical PACs and
pharmaceutical PACs. Members of the Christian Science Church also do not believe in
use of tobacco products. Grier accepted two contributions from cigarette
manufacturers. Missouri has the lowest cigarette taxes in the nation. He also
accepted a contribution from the owners of a gambling casino.
Bruce DeGroot State Rep District 101 DeGroot won with 65% of the vote. His district
covers parts of Chesterfield, Wildwood, Clarkson Valley and Ellisville.

Out of District Contributions: 126
Out of State Contributions:
24
In District Contributions
10
DeGroot accepted $2,000 in contributions from one tobacco company. He accepted
seven contributions from out of state insurance companies and two more from
insurance PACs.
Tim Fitch: County Council District 3. The former St. Louis County Police Chief, who
many believed was forced to retired by then County Exec Charlie Dooley, won the raced
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for County Council over Paul Ward with 54% of the vote. Fitch’s area was huge going
from Fenton and including Manchester, parts of Ballwin, Town and Country, Des Peres,
Chesterfield, Creve Coeur, Kirkwood, Valley Park and South County. He replaced
former Town and Country alderwoman Colleen Wassinger, who decided not to run for
another term on the County Council. Wassinger currently lives in the Village of
Huntleigh.

Fitch did not accept any outside funds and only used $6,000 of his own money for
mailings and handouts. The only negative I found is that Fitch’s campaign treasurer
was former County Police Chief Gil Kleinknecht. During Kleinknecht’s rein as chief
under Gene McNary, he talked down about municipal governments and police
departments. He put logos claiming “The Proud Ones” on the sides of patrol cars which
was a clear shot at municipal departments. As soon as Kleinknecht left town those
decals vanished and cold relations began to thaw.
FATAL TRUCK CRASH AND BLAZE CLOSES I-64 A brand new 2019 Freightliner
tractor trailer being driven by Darrell Stewart, 29, of Greensboro, NC was eastbound on
I-64 in Chesterfield Valley when Stewart drifted onto the should at struck a parked 2015
Volvo tractor trailer and then burst into flames killing Stewart. The crash happened at
4:38AM on Tuesday November 13. It closed eastbound I-64 for 12 hours.
The Volvo truck was operated by Jermaine Johnson, 34, of St. Louis. Johnson pulled
his truck off the road due to a mechanical problem and had flashers working and had
put out reflective warning signs on the shoulder behind the truck.
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This is from the Missouri Highway Patrol Online Accident Report:

HEALTH INSURANCE COMPANY IS RIGHT ON TIME: I got the below email on
Thursday November 8, 2018.
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They are thanking me for my December 2017 payment! I have not had Anthem
health insurance for 11 months, but they are also suggesting that I go online for the
most up-to-date information.
RESTAURANT REVIEW: THE BIG SKY The Webster Groves restaurant on Old
Orchard across the street from the Highway 61 Roadhouse is an awful place for a meat
and potato fan, but apparently a nice place for those who like something different, like
my wife.
We ate there one evening about six years ago and it was a pleasant dinner with prices
on the medium-high range. We returned for lunch on Friday November 2. Keep in mind
that I’m a meat and potatoes guy, while my wife likes something different.
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I noticed going in that the concrete steps were cracked and sections chipping off. This
gave me the thought that maybe profits haven’t been that great.
The Big Sky Café is open for lunch from 11 to 2 and then for dinner. We were there for
lunch on a Friday so I thought it would be busy. I was very wrong.

Interesting art, but empty tables on a Friday.
The first thing this meat and potato guy noticed was there were 5 different burgers on
the menu. None were a regular burger or cheeseburger. We asked our waiter if we
could get a cheeseburger with a slice of American or Cedar Cheese. We were told that
was not possible.
He is what was on the menu for a burger, two did not feature beef:
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Blue Cheese Burger $12.50
Quinoa and Lentil Burger $12.90
Smoked mushrooms, fentina cheese, harissa aioli $12.90
Salmon Burger $13.50
Gruyere Burger $12.90
It made me want to quick drive down I-44 to O’Connell’s Pub.
We decided to make two orders and share them.

I’m used to trout coming out of the pan with some potatoes on the side, not on a bed of
unknown green leafs. Even my wife, who likes something “different” had to admit that
what was missing was the “trout taste.” If you were lucky enough to find a piece that
was all fish it was still missing “fish flavor.”
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I also hated the Pot Roast. I found part of the meat was tender, but part of it was tough
to chew.
However, my wife liked the sauce so much she went to the store and the next day in our
kitchen she tried make something similar using a recipe from Parade Magazine. On
Saturday night we had a similar pot roast. I ate the meat and our security agent
seemed to enjoy the sauce.

Security agent on the “Biscuit Bench” waiting her turn for a piece of hot dog. She did not have to share
the pot roast sauce with any of the “workout” pack .
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My wife might return to the Big Sky but it will be with her monthly lunch bunch buddies
and not with me.
STILL A FUN PLACE TO GO: We did a favorable review of the Picadilly at Manhattan
Restaurant in Maplewood sometime ago. We continue to go back every five or six
months.

The building has been around 100 years. It used to be a corner tavern in an all
residential area. It is now a restaurant with a bar.
Here is a late lunch from last week:
At a table of four, two had the short rib beef pot pie, one had the chicken pot pie and I
had the half order of ribs.

“This pot pie is like having Thanksgiving dinner in a dish,” was the comment from a pot
pie customer and the other two agreed.
While I’m a Baby Back ribs that fall off the bone fan, the standard ribs were in a smoker
on the parking lot. As you can see you did not get cheated on meat.
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MUSIC: The Army Jazz Ambassadors: The Jazz Ambassadors, part of the U.S. Army
Band in Washington, DC performed at the University of Missouri St. Louis Touhill
Center on Veterans day. There was one character missing and that was Mr. Peabody
to place several hundred people in his Wayback Machine for a trip to the 1940s.

I was sorry I didn’t recognize any newsletter readers as we promoted this concert twice.
It was all music that was popular during WWII. The highlights for me was the band
arrangement and rendition of American Patrol made famous by Glenn Miller.
This is the only link I could find of the band doing American Patrol
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucluzJnoIiE
In the Armed Forces Salute the Coast Guard Theme was amazing and the best of all
the service salutes. Unfortunately I could not find a version of that arrangement on you
tube.
Biggest Disappointment: The Army Jazz Ambassadors did not have a female
vocalist. Included on the program was the White Cliffs of Dover. Let’s face it, that song
belongs to Vera Lynn (still alive at 101) and should not be sung by First Sgt. Randy
Wright.
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Vera Lynn circa 1942

Sgt. Randy Wright 2018.

CARTOONS:
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