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AN UNJUSTIFIED CAMPAIGN INFERENCE: In the Ward-2 Board of Alderman race
Laura Baer had a posting that was grossly unfair to several alderpersons and made
inference that the current Ward-2 Alderwomen were bullies. She claimed “Countless
Sunshine Law inquiries that appear to be aimed at discrediting staff are
counterproductive.” See below:

Not a clue! The piece of campaign trash talk shows that Baer does not have a clue
why the Sunshine Requests were made.
1) Simply asking for information as an elected official does not guarantee you will get
the information you asked for. Nor does your simple verbal request create a record that
residents can see.
2) By making a Sunshine Request, your request is in writing and part of a public
record. You are not being a bully or discrediting anyone, unless of course the
information obtained shows someone had been lying about an issue.
Here are the Sunshine Requests by Ald. Frautschi and Butler for November, December
of 2018 and January of 2019 (none in 2019):
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Two of these requests dealt with the Mason Road sidewalk boondoggle that the
alderwomen were trying to get facts that had been withheld.
Both Butler and Frautschi made public records attempting to get information citizens
have been asking for over the botched Mason Road sidewalk project. At one point
former Services Director Craig Wilde refused to provide information until he had
obtained all the facts in the case including future costs. He would not answer their
questions.
Here are the email requests by Laura Baer during the same time. She has made three
more Sunshine Request than the person she is running against.

Baer’s newest Sunshine request was for copies of all emails sent or received by the city
or staff from/to Butler and Frautschi on their personal non-city email accounts over a 2year period. This would have required a considerable amount of staff time and a $600
deposit was requested before research was started. At that point the request was
withdrawn.

Laura Baer with the evil Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton, Lynn Wright and Skip
Mange. These are the elected officials many residents are trying to move away from.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY REAL ESTATE: The dismantling of Oak Springs (off
Clayton Road near Topping) continues. The house at 2525 Oak Springs lane is a 2story 2,742 sq ft brick house built in 1969 on a 1-acre lot. It was sold in October of 2018
for $625,000. It will be bulldozed down this spring.

New houses or empty lots where original houses once stood out number original
houses on Oak Springs 14-to-7. That will soon be 15-6. Here are the plans for the new
house:
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HERE IS ONE OF THE 12-NEW HOUSES ON OAK SPRINGS
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PART OF PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BORDER WALL…NO WAIT A MINUTE IT IS
PLANS FOR THE E-SPORTS BUILDING AT MARYVILLE UNIVERSITY. There are
plans at Maryville University in Town and Country to build an E-Games building. Yes, a
building just for students to play computer games!
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TOWN SQUARE PHOTO UPDATE: It is 14 months since ground was broken for the
Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton Memorial Town Square.

This is the storage shed and restroom building located directly next to Clayton Road.
We will be waiting for a distracted texting driver or drunk driver to plant their car in the
roof.
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On the opposite end of the property, this is the pavilion and restroom building that is far
from actually being completed.

The main building where the restaurant, shops and ice cream parlor are supposed to be
located may look like it is almost done, but the interior infrastructure has not been done.
Walls, plumbing and more would be nice.
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Plenty of big equipment left, indicating more primary work to be done, plus landscaping
is behind schedule. The city owned section of the prokect is supposed to be done in
April.
DEER HARVEST STILL SHOWS EXCESS NUMBERS OF DEER NEAR QUEENY
PARK: White Buffalo, the Town and Country contractor for Deer Management finished
killing 150 deer on Sunday February 10. Wards 2 and 3 led the way with the most deer
taken. Both wards abut the 500-plus acre Queeny Park, a safe haven for deer.

The Deer Census of Town and Country by White Buffalo was done on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday night. All that information should be in the White Buffalo report, which must
be submitted before they are paid.
8

26-YEAR-OLD TREATED AFTER HITTING DEER IN ROAD: Matthew Julius, 26, was
treated for injuries at Southeast Health Center in Dexter after hitting a deer on Missouri
Hwy 25 ourtside of Bloomfield at 9:54pm on Wednesday 02/13/19. His Ford Explorer
was totaled.

SHORT TOWN AND COUNTRY ALDERMANIC MEETING TURNS NASTY: Mayor
Jon Dalton was AWOL from last Monday’s Board of Aldermen meeting. Ward-3
Alderman Dr. Matt Reuter was at work at Missouri Baptist Hospital. That left the Great
Windbag Fred “Tax Cheat” Meyland-Smith in charge of the meeting.

Fred Meyland-Smith, Acting Mayor. Fred’s Illinois license plate on his Ivy League Ford
allowing him to avoid city and state sales tax and annual personal property taxes.
(Apparently learned by taking Tax Cheating 101 at Colgate)
IT IS LIKE YOU TWO ARE TRYING TO RUN YOUR OWN CITY: That was Ald. Lynn
Wrights snide remark at Ward-2 Alderwoman Tiffany Frautschi and Lindsey Butler at
last Monday Aldermanic meeting. Fred Meyland-Smith got things started by accusing
the alderwomen of having a speaker from Ameren-UE appear for an hour before the
February 25th Aldermanic meeting discussing what residents can plant near or under
high-tension power lines and claiming it was a city event. Here is the posting from the
City’s website:

Ward 2 Speaker Series - Ameren
Monday, February 25, 2019
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Ward 2 Public Forum on Planting and Landscaping in Ameren Transmission Easements (under
power-lines). Join Ward 2 Aldermen Frautschi and Butler for a discussion with Jennifer Porcelli,
Vegetation Supervisor for Ameren. Ms. Porcelli will provide a presentation for residents who
live near transmission easements (power-lines) regarding Ameren’s vegetation management
practices and compatible landscaping encouraged for planting on transmission easements. Open
to the public and everyone is invited to bring their questions about Ameren tree-trimming and
power-line friendly landscaping. Questions? Please email frautschit@town-and-country.org or
butlerl@town-and-country.org.
Date: February 25, 2019
Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Location:Municipal Center
Address: 1011 Municipal Center Drive
Town and Country, MO 63131
Email: Contact Alderman Frautschi for more information.

Meyland-Smith opened the meeting by questioning the minutes from the prior meeting.
This is what Meyland-Smith was upset about:

“Finally, she (Ald. Frautschi) stated that the Ward 2 Aldermen would be
hosting an informational meeting from 5:00-6:00 PM on Monday, February
25, at the Municipal Center. She noted that the guest for this month’s
speaker series would be an Ameren representative to speak about power
line easements and their vegetation management practices.”
“This is an extension of the Ward-2 Forum. (a citizen meeting with the 2 alderwomen
held once a month in the morning before an aldermanic meeting. Meyland-Smith and
Ald. Lynn Wright tried and failed to get these meetings banned.) This needs to be
changed. It infers it is endorsed by the Board of Aldermen,” said the great windbag.

Frautschi (left) and Butler
(right) under attack by The Tax Cheater (center)
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“I’d be happy to change it to ‘Ward-2 Speaker’s Series,” said Frautschi. That
amendment to the minutes would later pass, but not before comments that had nothing
to do with the wording of the minutes or the amendment.
HERE COMES LYNN:
“I’m sadden! We need to come together. It is coming together like Ward-2 is its own
city,” said the clueless Wright who never holds special meetings for specific problems
faced by Ward-1 residents. Wright appears to be tight with Frautschi’s opponent Laura
Baer so these comments are not a surprise.

Lynn Wright
Tiffany responds:
“We have invited all the wards to participate in these meetings. We have a massive
active high tension power lines across the length of Ward-2. The residents in Laruel
Lakes planted under the lines and Ameren tore up their plantings. They want to know
what they can do. I don’t think this should be debate,” said Frautschi.
In fact both Butler and Frautschi have gone and found speakers of local interests,
something the other alderpersons have not done. They seem to be practicing “good
government” and are being criticized by jealous alderpersons.
OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN: I’m sure if Lynn Wright or Fred Meyland-Smith would
have speakers at City Hall on different topics of citizen interest they would be giving
themselves big pats on the back. If Lindsey Butler and Tiffany Frauthschi do it, they try
to ban it and when that did not work they bad mouth it from the dais. The end of April
when Meyland-Smith and Wright are off the BOA cannot come fast enough. (Both are
not running for reelection.)
NAME IT: Chesterfield had suggested that they should and perhaps have some
adjoining cities join them and start their own County. Now Alderwoman Lynn Wright
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has accused Ward-2 alderpersons Butler and Frautschi of wanting to start their own
city, for providing speakers for public forums. Here are a few possible names:
Masonville, Mason Heights, City of Queeny Land, Frautschiville, Butlertown, City of
Country & Town.
CITIZEN FORUMS ARE NOTHING NEW: What Lindsey Butler and Tiffany Frautschi
are doing with a speakers forum that Meyland-Smith and Wright are so upset about are
nothing new. Mayor Peggy Symes used to hold them all the time when she was mayor
from 1993-to-95. This was a good idea in 1995 but make Wright and Meyland-Smith
irate 24 years later.
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THE BETTER TOGETHER NON-DEBATE: A number of communities have taken a
hard stand against the Better Together movement by passing resolution against the
entire plan. Chesterfield passed the resolution and is looking into trying to be annexed
by St. Charles County or forming their own new County. Meanwhile Town and Country
has remained silent.
Fred Meyland-Smith: I am going to recommend that the next meeting (work session)
start at 6 o’clock instead of 6:30 so we can debate this.
Skip Mange: Chesterfield kind of blew their gun earlier.
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Jon Benigas (who almost sounded like he supported the Better Together plan): Help
me understand what the emergency is. We should get feed back from our residents
first.
Lindsey Butler: We have put out nothing as a city.
Skip Mange: The mayor is holding a coffee on March 14 and will discuss it. (Not yet
on the city calendar.)
RESIDENT UPSET WITH RESIGNATION OF CRAIG WILDE: The only citizen
speaker at the BOA meeting was Keith Godding who lives on Topping Road and served
on the Topping Road Task Force, a citizen group reviewing the repaving of Topping
Road and the addition of a sidewalk. Town and Country Director of Services (Public
Works and Planning) was on the Task Force. Wilde resigned in December.

Craig Wilde
Godding’s family has owned houses on Topping Road since the 1930s and he has lived
in 1900 block of Topping wince 1974. Godding wanted to be told why Wilde had
resigned.
“Craig was on the top of my list…with his experience and expertise. It came to my
attention that Craig resigned. My question is why? It has come to my attention that he
resigned for not the best of reasons. Please shed light on the circumstances on the
resignation,” asked Godding, who went on to say that a resignation letter ought to be a
public document. (It certainly is not.)
Godding lives next door to Aldermanic candidate Laura Baer who has been telling
people that Wilde resigned because of actions by a Ward-2 Alderwoman.
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As we mentioned earlier Wilde had refused to answer elected officials questions about
the Mason Road sidewalk boondoggle, causing both Ward-2 Alderperson tot file
Sunshine Requests seeking answers.
However neither alderwoman is liked by Mayor Dalton and certainly he would have
taken no action against Wilde.
After the meeting I briefly spoke with Mr. Godding and said that resignation letters are
“personnel matters” and not public records. The only person who can release that letter
would be Mr. Wilde.
MEYLAND-SMITH DESCRIMINATES AGAINST MOST TOWN AND COUNTRY
RESIDENTS: Godding was out of time for public comments and wanted to speak again.
“You are a long time resident of this community and that carries weight,” said Fred
Meyland-Smith, who apparently thinks that mere 10-year residents should not be
provided the same treatment.
BUTLER ADDRESSES RUMORS: “I’ll tread lightly here,” said Ald. Lindsey Butler after
Godding’s comments. “I heard the rumors as well. He (Wilde) left on his own volition.
I’m sadden as well. I’m aware of the rumors and where they came from.”
MASON ROAD SIDEWALK PLAN RECEIVED PRELIMANARY APPROVAL FROM
COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT. Ald. Lynn Wright announced that the County
Highway Department hs give tentative approval for the sidewalk/trail construction along
Mason Road after they ordered it halted in October. She also announced the Parks
Grant Commission approved to extend the completion date on the grant for the project.
Meyland-Smith clearly was not listening. “Great news on Topping and Mason Roads,”
he proclaimed only to have Wright and others say ”It was all about Mason Road.”
ALDERMAN ORDERS STAFF TO DETAIN JUVENILES WITHOUT CAUSE: Toward
the end of what should have been a short meeting and was turning out to be a long
meeting, Ald. Skip Mange stopped the meeting and ordered City Administrator Bob
Shelton to go to the lobby and bring a group of Cub Scouts into the chambers.
The Scouts had a tour of the police station and jail and were headed out the door when
they were taken into custody. They clearly wanted to leave and had no interest in the
Aldermanic meeting.
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The Cub Scouts were told to give their first names as Mange grinned from the dais
apparently well amused.

(This section of the meeting report was somewhat tongue-in-cheek. I say “somewhat.”)
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CHESTERFIELD MAN SENTENCED TO 15 YEARS IN PRISON FOR MULITPLE
COUNTS OF CHILD MOLESTATION. On February 1, 2019 David Matthew Breese
AKA as Matt Breeze, 54, pled guilty in Circuit Court to the following child sex crimes:
4-counts of felony Child Molestation Sentenced to 15-years in prison
1-count of felony statutory sodomy
1-count of felony attempted sodomy
1-count misdemeanor attempted child molestation
The crimes took place between 2013 and 2016. Breeze was charged in September of
2016 and indicted by a grand jury on February 2, 2017.

At the time of sentencing Breese used an address of 16521 Lacrosse in Chesterfield.
He has also recently had addresses at 1216 Foxview Terrace in Ballwin and 16340
Westboro Circle in Chesterfield.
Here are the originally charging documents that we ran in January of 2017.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY
STATE OF MISSOURI
-VSDAVID M. BREESE
1216 Foxview Terrace
Ballwin, MO 63011
Aliases:
Defendant

RACE: White
SEX: Male OCN: d6102249
DOB: 04/29/1964 CASE ID: 189367601
HGT: 6'02” RPT NO: 16-46643
WGT: 200lbs. CT. NO: 16SL-CR08850
P.D.: St. Louis County
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ORI Number: MO0950000

CHARGES
Count: 01 STATUTORY SODOMY 2ND DEGREE
Count: 02 ATTEMPTED STATUTORY SODOMY 2ND DEGREE
Count: 03 ATTEMPTED CHILD MOLESTATION 2ND DEGREE
Count: 04 STATUTORY SODOMY 1ST DEGREE - DEVIATE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH PERSON
LESS THAN 14 YEARS OLD - SERIOUS PHYSICAL INJURY/DISPLAYS DEADLY WEAPON OR
DANGEROUS INSTRUMENT/SUBJECTS VICTIM TO INTERCOURSE WITH MORE THAN ONE
PERSON/VICTIM IS LESS THAN 12 YEARS OF AGE

COUNT: 01 STATUTORY SODOMY 2ND DEGREE
That David Breese , in violation of Section 566.064, RSMo, committed the class C
felony of statutory sodomy in the second degree, punishable upon conviction under
Sections 558.011 and 560.011, RSMo, in that on or about August 28, 2016, in the
County of St. Louis, State of Missouri, the defendant had deviate sexual intercourse
with H.C. and at that time H.C. was less than seventeen years old and the defendant
was twenty-one years of age or older.
566.064-001Y19951199.0
COUNT: 02 ATTEMPTED STATUTORY SODOMY 2ND DEGREE
That David Breese , in violation of Section 566.064, RSMo, committed the class D
felony of attempted statutory sodomy in the second degree, punishable upon conviction
under Sections 558.011 and 560.011, RSMo, in that on or about August 28, 2016, in the
County of St. Louis, State of Missouri, the defendant attempted deviate sexual
intercourse with S.H., by reaching into the underwear of S.H., and at that time S.H. was
less than seventeen years old and the defendant was twenty-one years of age or older,
and such conduct was a substantial step toward the commission of the offense of
statutory sodomy in the second degree.
566.064-001Y19951199.1
COUNT: 03 ATTEMPTED CHILD MOLESTATION 2ND DEGREE
That David Breese , in violation of Section 566.068, RSMo, committed the class B
misdemeanor of attempted child molestation in the second degree punishable upon
conviction under Sections 558.011 and 560.016, RSMo, in that on or between August
27, 2016 and August 28, 2016, in the County of St. Louis, State of Missouri, the
defendant attempted sexual contact with H.C., by asking to touch the breasts of H.C.,
who was then less than seventeen years old, and such conduct was a substantial step
toward the commission of the offense of child molestation in the second degree.
COUNT: 04 STATUTORY SODOMY 1ST DEGREE - DEVIATE SEXUAL
INTERCOURSE WITH PERSON LESS THAN 14 YEARS OLD - SERIOUS PHYSICAL
INJURY/DISPLAYS DEADLY WEAPON OR DANGEROUS
INSTRUMENT/SUBJECTS VICTIM TO INTERCOURSE WITH MORE THAN ONE
PERSON/VICTIM IS LESS THAN 12 YEARS OF AGE
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That David Breese , in violation of Section 566.062, RSMo, committed the felony of
statutory sodomy in the first degree, punishable upon conviction under Section 566.062,
RSMo, and subject to lifetime supervision under Sections 217.735 and 559.106, RSMo,
in that on or between September 1, 2013 and December 31, 2013, at 16340 Westboro
Circle Drive, in the County of St. Louis, State of Missouri, the defendant, for the purpose
of arousing or gratifying his own sexual desire, had deviate sexual intercourse with
H.C., who was then less than twelve years old, by touching the victim's genitals with his
hand.
The additional charges of felony child molestation were added later.
Breese will have some money for the prison concessions as he had $34,000 in bond
money refunded.
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This last entry about a phone scam to Monarch Fire was misleading. According to Fire
Chief Cary Spiegel it was not a phone scam reported to police but a cyber attack on
Monarch’s IT computer system. Protection software stopped the attack but Monarch
also filed a police report.
DWI DAY:
On February 6, a weeknight Wednesday, the Chesterfield Police had a remarkable
number of DWI arrests, including drunks in traffic crashes, drunks passed out slumped
over the wheel and drunks also with marijuana. Since city prosecutor Tim Englemeyer
and Judge Rick Brunk never actually convict a drunk driver with a lawyer, but instead
putting them on No-Record, No-Fine, No-Points probation terms nights like this are
completely expected.
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Lars Swedberg is a waiter at John Mineo’s.
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This was Brian J. Weible of 1341 Westmeade Dr in Chesterfield. Not only was he
passed out in the road, he also refused to take a breath test.

Brett Bainsbridge, 33, of 234 Lansbrooke Chesterfield, MO
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DRIVER PICKS UP HIS SIXTH DWI AND A TRIP TO THE HOSPITAL: On Saturday
night February 9 motorists on I-64 called into the Chesterfield Police reports of an
erratic driver. James A. Cohen, 51, of 99 Lake Forest Drive in Richmond Heights was
stopped and found to be so drunk that he was taken to St. Luke’s Hospital.
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Here are some of Cohen’s DWI arrests and convictions:
03/30/11
05/20/18

DWI PG 2 years Probation
Felony DWI Pending

Richmond Hts PD
Richmond Hts PD

We also found three breath test refusals in correction with DWI arrests of Cohen.

James A. Cohen
DRUNK AND SLUMPED OVER WHEEL AT 3:30 pm ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON.
Chesterfield officers were dispatched to a drunk driver slumped over the wheel on
Chesterfield Parkway East. The driver was gone, but not far away. He was located on
South Outer 40 Road near Schoettler Road. Sean Dugan, 54, was arrested for DWI.
His BAC level was .249.
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FEBRUARY 10TH ICE STORM DOES NOT STOP DRUNK DRIVERS: On Sunday
02/10 Missouri was hit with an ICE STORM. Roads over much of the state were a
glaze of ice. MoDOT was caught surprised as they were anticipating a snow cover first
before freezing drizzle and mist. The snow did not come and the roads were sheets of
ice.
The Highway Patrol responded to hundreds of calls for stranded motorists and crashes
due to the icy roads. They also found time to make 44 arrests. Of those 44 arrests 28
were for DWI during an ice storm.
In the St. Louis region troopers made 12 arrests. Nine were for DWI.
In the area around Jefferson City and Columbia troopers made 3 arrests, two for
DWI.
In the Kansas City region there were 5 arrests, three for DWI. In the NW corner of
the state four arrests were made, 3 for DWI.
In the Hannibal area troopers only made one arrest and it was for DWI. The
Southeast region saw three arrests, two for DWI. The Lake of the Ozarks area
there were also three arrest, 2 for DWI. In far Central Missouri both arrests made
were for DWI. Only the Springfield area Troop (D) had more non-DWI arrests. Of
11 arrests only 4 were for DWI.
21-YEAR-OLD CHESTERFIELD RESIDENT CHARGED WITH AIDING AN UNDER
AGED PERSON TO ENTER A GAMBLING CASINO. Christopher C. Gordon, 21 of
Chesterfield (no further) was charged on 02/09/19 at 9:25 PM with trying to get an
under-21 person into the downtown Casino. He was arrest by Highway Patrol troopers
assigned to the boat, booked at the downtown Criminal Justice Center and then
released
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MORE APARTMENTS PLANNED FOR “DOWNTOWN CHESTERFILED” ALONG I64 TO THE EAST OF THE TRAILER PARK: The Planning and Public Works
Committee approved plans for 173 unit high-end 5-story apartment complex with a
12,000 sq foot of retail and a 2-story 14,000 sq ft restaurant, plus parking garages on
7.3 acres. The development will be between a small section Wild Horse Creek Road
but mostly Old Chesterfield Road and I-64. Committee members were told the
apartment units would be high-end condo like units with top grade fixtures and
applicances.

RIGHT THIS WAY MR. FIRST NIGHTER TO THE MEZZANINE: When some talks
about a mezzanine, I think of a theater or sports arena where the seats about the box
seats, normally in a thin section, are called mezzanine seats.
However when a fire district wants to build mezzanine level at a fire station I wonder
what kind of shows they would be putting on. However that was not the case.
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Mezzanine actually means any “low story” between two floors.
Last week the Monarch Protect District voted to award a $5,000 contract for an architect
to prepare plans for a mezzanine at Fire Station 5 on Long Road in Chesterfield Valley.

This building is in a flood plain where in 1993 there was a massive Missouri River flood.
Since then a systems of dams and flood walls have been built, but just three years
along a December flood saw water overflowing flood walls and cover some City of
Chesterfield Parks land. This mezzanine is to keep IT and electrical equipment off the
ground level at the fire station.
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DRUG DEALER CHARGED IN FEDERAL COURT IN CONNECTION WITH DRUG
OVERDOSE DEATH IN CHESTERFIELD Drug dealer Gary Scott Hancock, 29 who
has had addresses all over the St. Louis area including one in Manchester that he was
evicted from, was charged with Federal Court with selling Fentanyl to a Chesterfield
woman who then overdosed on the drug and died.

The case was not worked by the FEDS, but by Chesterfield Police detectives who found
text messages between Hancock and dead woman. Hancock had two felony drug
possession arrests in 2016 and 2017, but those are no longer active cases indicating
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dismissals or probation periods being completed. He does have an active Assault case
in North St. Louis County and a warrant for his arrest from Des Peres.
BETTER TOGETHER TO HOLD 75-MINUTE TOWN HALL MEETINGS: In 75-minutes
I’m not sure how much information the Board of Directors (4 out of 5 are out-of-towners
having moved to St. Louis) will receive in 75 minutes, especially since I’m pretty sure
they will be doing more talking than listening.
The “West County” Meeting will be held at the Des Peres Lodge, which is located one
block west of I-270. Apparently the Better Together folks are unaware of a massive
growth in West St. Louis County, making somewhere in Chesterfield or Ellisville a more
central location. After the first four locations filled up with RSVPs in minutes, the Better
Together folks added four more locations, none in West County.

This and other meetings are not really open to the public. You have to RSVP to attend.
Here is their website:
https://www.bettertogetherstl.com/

The City of St. Louis Deficit: Do you really want to be part of this: This is part of an
email sent by Chesterfield City Administrator Mike Geisel to city council members after
a review of the current financial condition of the City of St. Louis.

Page 212 Ratio of Outstanding debt
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The outstanding debt for the city, as of June 2018, $2,813,0622,000. Yes, $2.8 BILLION
That debt level means that the outstanding debt of the City of St. Louis represents 20.92% of the
personal income of the residents of St. Louis. Stated another way, each resident owes $9,115
(by comparison, the City of Chesterfield has total outstanding debt of $43 million
Each Chesterfield Resident carries a debt load of $657 or less than 1.25% of the annual personal
income.)
Of this amount, they show $432,848,000 in outstanding pension benefits, but you also have to add
$489,731,000 in OPED (Other post employment benefits). So for conversational purpose, they owe
former employees & retires $922,579,000, Almost $1 billion.
What is more frightening, look at the trend of total primary government debt since 2009. It is
going the wrong way. Its gone from 17.8% of personal income, to 21%.

This is like the folks at Better Together either want or expect the residents in St. Louis
County to invest in a sinking ship.
CHEXIT: No it is not a new cereal or my favorite Christmas time snack. Some locals
taking a nod from Briexit referring to Britain leaving the European Union and have name
Chesterfield “Chexit” as it looks for ways to avoid the St. Louis City-County merger
being pushed by Better Together. Chesterfield has talked about trying to join St. Charles
County or breaking off and creating a new county separate from St. Louis County.

Fire Departments: Here is what Better-Together says about fire districts and fire
departments. For the time being they would make the St. Louis Fire Department a self
taxing Fire District. They would allow city fire department to continue to operate for the
time being. They make no mention about the Des Peres Department of Public Safety
where all the employees are cross trained as police officers, firefighters and
paramedics. Here is the Better-Together statement from its executive summary of the
merger plan:
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FIRE SAFETY We recommend that the City of St .Louis’ fire department become a fire
protection district and all other fire services continue to be delivered in their current manner.
Admittedly, this is a difficult recommendation for us to make, but we believe that reform of this
scale must, in part, include dealing with art of the possible. We recognize that not all desired
reforms can be accomplished in a single effort. Fire safety presents a complicated landscape,
paired with greater disparity in employee pay and benefits, than across the other service areas,
which ultimately makes the creation of a single department too costly to be attainable in the
short-term. However, it is entirely consistent with the experiences of other regions that fire
protection would be a candidate for future consolidation efforts in subsequent years depending
on community input to the Metro City government.

OUR FAVORITE OBIT PHOTOS: From St. Louis, Columbia, KC, NY & LA.
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Walt Disney’s son-in-law

MISSING OBIT: Back when the Post Dispatch was still owned by Pulitzer Publishing
they had a news obit person on staff. They would run articles about local people who
recently died who had certain occupations. When my mother died in 2005 they ran a
regular obit and a news obit. Why? It wasn’t because she was a real estate agent with
Ira Berry then Caldwell banker for 40 years. It was because she was a public school
teacher. She taught high school English at Normandy High School just before the start
of World War II. School teachers, cops, firefighters got news obits.
I mention this because I was really surprised when the Post Dispatch ran a regular
“Paid For obit” but never did a “News Obit” on the passing of former St. Louis County
Police Captain Jack Patty, who at one time was Chief of Detectives before Police
Superintendent Gil Kleinknecht suddenly moved him to a non-enforcement job
overseeing the record room. There were rumors that Kleinknecht was unhappy with
Patty working with St. Louis Police Chief of Detectives John Doherty dealing with some
of the local organized crime figures after a rash of car bombings. I have no idea if that
rumor was true but it fits the reputation that Col. Klink had. One thing for sure is that
Patty and his staff solved a lot of serious crimes. After the transfer, Patty retired and
went to work at the St. Louis County prosecutor’s office as a case investigator when
Buzz Westfall was elected County PA.
Patty had been suspended years earlier along with his supervisor Pete Vassel by new
Police Chief Robert diGrazia, who was gone in three years. deGrazia, a San Francisco
native went to Montgomery County Maryland where he was fired as police chief in less
than two years and then to Boston where he lasted five years. (The Post-Dispatch gave
diGrazia a “News obit” when he died at age 90 in 2018.)
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But regardless, Patty was often in the news and oversaw lots of police officers. So it
was odd that the Post-Dispatch did not think his death was “newsworthy” especially
since he was “local” growing up in Webster Groves and being a star football player and
serving in the Marines during the Korean War..
Here is a link to a 1989 KTVI news feature on Patty by Kathryn Kiefer.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyYOFBGK9M4

RESTAURANT REVIEW: Lemmons 5800 Gravois St. Louis 02/09/19
If you are old like me you remember Lemmons being a crowded neighborhood
restaurant and bar featuring fried chicken that you would pass on your way to the Bevo
Mill. Then the restaurant was overshadowed as it became more of a bar and
neighborhood tavern.
Since 2014 Lemmons has had a new life thanks to the Grbic family. The place was
gutted. It is no longer a “bar” but a neighborhood place with a modest menu with
modest prices.
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We were there on a Saturday between lunch and dinner. Tuesday thru Friday they are
open at 4. On Saturday it is NOON-to11.
The place has received favorable reviews from the Riverfront Time and the PostDispatch.
We met a couple there on Saturday. There was just a table of eight (counting kids) and
us. At that table the conversation was going back and forth between English and
Bosnian. The place in no longer a beer and sports bar, but there were a number of large
screen TVs. Instead of a basketball game or the PGA at Pebble Beach the TV’s were
featuring roaring fires.
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The place was a bit of a contradiction. The menu was a single one-sided piece of
paper. But there were cloth napkins on the table. The food is mostly American with a
little German, Italian and some with a Balkan twist.
The Grbic parents are from Bosnia, but their kids who run the place were born in St.
Louis and went to school here. The kids and other staff members were very pleasant
and gracious.
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We should have been a little more diverse in our ordering.
My wife went with the Smoked Chicken Wings ($10) and the Tomato Bisque soup ($5).

The chicken wings were very good. The soup was excellent. The same bowl of soup at
a restaurant on the Hill would have cost $8 instead of $5.
This was a bad thing to do, but two of use ordered the Chuck Roast Sandwich ($13).
Our waiter said it was very popular.

It was big enough I cut it in half before trying it, planning to take half home.
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I bit into the sandwich expecting the flavor of the meat and the onions. I got almost
nothing, not even the cheese had much taste to it.
The best of this plate were the hand cut French fries. They were gone before the halfof-a-sandwich was. The next night I had the second half at home heating up the meat
and cheese and tossing the bun. It still did not do much for me.
The other entre ordered was the Flatbread Sausage ($9). That was gone in minutes.

I would not call Lemmons a “destination” place where it is worth the drive from West
County. However if you are thinking about going to dinner with friends from South
County or South City it would be a fine choice.

CARTOONS:
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