EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 379 AND CHESTERFIELD UNAPPROVED
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May 5, 2019
142 ACTUAL PARKING TICKETS BUT 1775 PARKING CONVICTIONS IN
CHESTERFIELD MUNICIPAL COURT. COURT CONINTUE TO REFUSE TO DO
THEIR JOB: After 32 years of being in Law Enforcement I know how things should work
and how lawyers often stop justice from occurring, especially at the municipal level
starting with local prosecutors. The West County Muni Courts discriminate against poor
people, who cannot afford to hire a defense lawyer and have their case amended to a
non-traffic “Parking Violation.” The violation goes on their driving record and their cost of
insurance goes up for three years.
The function of traffic enforcement is for local police to identify dangerous drivers. The
function of the courts are to verify the police findings. But in Chesterfield and other
municipal courts in West County it is clear that that prosecutors and judges refuse to do
their job. Instead they are raising large sums of money by fining people hundreds of
dollars for Parking Violations they never committed, taking care of defense attorneys
and ignoring public safety. Elected officials refuse to stop this and continue to
reappointed the same judges and prosecutors.
CHESTERFIELD: There were 142 actual parking tickets written by the police: Below
are the number of Parking Violation Convictions:
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955 Speeders had their moving violation reduced to a non-traffic parking violation.
Chesterfield officers issued 669 traffic violation warnings in 2018. Many of those went
to speeders, so I would have to think that the 955 speeders who hired a lawyer and got
their charge reduced to “Illegal Parking” (which is something they never did) should
have been convicted of Speeding.
Parents of school age kids should be furious as Tim Engelmeyer and Judge Brunk
teamed up to reduce 29 Speeding in School Zone and to Disobeying a School Bus Stop
Sign to “Illegal Parking.”
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How would you like to be one of the six victims of an auto crash and see the person
who caused it flee the scene, but later charged, only to have a “Leaving the Scene of an
Accident” charge reduced to “Illegal Parking.”
If was further interesting to see two drug charges that are not traffic related be reduced
to “Illegal Parking.”
Of course poor people who can’t afford hundreds of dollars to get a defense attorney so
their moving violation to Illegal Parking, are convicted, hit with a large fine and get
points on their record.
Often when we are researching we are seeing cases of repeat drunks drivers or
drunk drivers who caused serious crashes we find a history of traffic citations from
across the region of moving violations reduced to Illegal Parking, meaning a dangerous
driver has not been identified.
Here is a partial list of serious traffic charges reduced to Illegal Parking by Engelmeyer
and Brunk in 2016 that we posted in 2017. The practice of ignoring serious traffic
violators in Chesterfield while helping defense attorneys and raising money is going up.
The number of serious cases reduced to Illegal parking has gone up 20% from 2016 to
2018.
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LITTERING: In 2018 there were NO ‘LITTERING” cases filed by Chesterfield Police
officers. In 2017 there were four littering cases filed with the court. However in 2018
there were 116 “Littering” convictions that were actually more serious offenses charged
by the police. “Littering” is not a criminal offense and does not go on someone’s record.
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DOGS CONSIDERED LITTER: I think it was interesting that a “Animal Left Unattended
in Vehicle” was reduced to “Littering” showing that Man’s Best Friend left to die in a car
on a hot day is not a crime in the Chesterfield Municipal Court. This is an easy case to
make. The police officer is the witness, his testimony or the Weather Service’s Hourly
Temperatures for the day pretty well equal a conviction. Engelmeyer and Brunk have
shown little concern for the safety of motorist, school children in front of the school or
getting off the school bus, but also no concern for Fido.
TIM ENGELMEYER ON THE ATTACK: Engelmeyer who is the prosecutor in
Chesterfield and judge in Creve Coeur reduces thousands of cases, many of them
serious, to Illegal Parking learned that I was making requests. Here is what he wrote to
the City Council and mayor:

Kings of Illegal Parking Judge Rick Brunk and Tim Engelmeyer
Wow! You make a public records request and this is what you get. I have addressed
Mr. Engelmeyer calling me a l iar on the homepage of my website.
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From: Mike Geisel <mgeisel@chesterfield.mo.us>
Date: April 23, 2019 at 2:39:41 PM CDT
To: Barbara McGuinness <BMcGuinness@chesterfield.mo.us>, Barry Flachsbart
<BFlachsbart@chesterfield.mo.us>, Ben Keathley <BKeathley@chesterfield.mo.us>, Bob Nation
<BNation@chesterfield.mo.us>, Chris Graville <cbg@gravillelaw.com>, Dan Hurt
<DHurt@chesterfield.mo.us>, "Dan Hurt (longhornz@aol.com)" <longhornz@aol.com>, "Flachsbart,
Barry B." <barryf@mst.edu>, Mary Ann Mastorakos <MMastorakos@chesterfield.mo.us>, Michael
Moore <MMoore@chesterfield.mo.us>, Michelle Ohley <MOhley@chesterfield.mo.us>, Mike Geisel
<mgeisel@chesterfield.mo.us>, Tom DeCampi <TDeCampi@chesterfield.mo.us>
Subject: John Hoffmann

I am forwarding this to you, as elected officials, at the suggestion of PA
Engelmeyer, to keep you up to date and informed. I believe the City has
covered this territory multiple times previously, but Prosecuting Attorney
Engelmeyer specifically suggested that I share this with our elected
officials.
From: Tim Engelmeyer
To: Mike Geisel
Subject: John Hoffmann
Mike:
Just a friendly heads up that John Hoffmann is again up to his old and worn out games where
he is requesting numbers of ‘illegal parkings’ and/or ‘litterings’ from our court staff. Like he has
done in the past, he is also seeking the same information from Creve Coeur where I serve as the
judge. My guess is that he is planning another one of his hit jobs on me and our court.
Due to his unusual and obsessive infatuation with me and the court I serve, I anticipate that he
will, again, circulate a nonsensical, poorly-written and factually unsupported article attempting
to undermine my policies as they pertain to managing a docket of 10,000 cases per year. I have
addressed this issue many times with the Mayor and members of council and quite frankly,
unless I am specifically asked to (again) go over my policies, I will ignore his nonsense as most
other people do.
For what it’s worth and if you are asked, Mr. Hoffmann has still never, not a single time,
interviewed or even asked me a single question for one of his articles. Additionally, my policies
line up with our former and current County Prosecutor’s policies. In fact, Chesterfield’s policies
for drug offenses surpass the current county prosecutor’s policies.
8

I have shown Mr. Hoffmann to be untruthful and untrustworthy on several occasions in open
meetings and presentations for city officials and general public. I have provided verified facts to
refute his blatant lies and half-truths about me, our court and staff. I have wasted a
tremendous amount of time and expense responding to this man and apparently, he is now
preparing another hit piece based on his own delusional view of our court system as opposed
to the facts.
I would appreciate that you share my email with anyone, including the Mayor and Council who
may receive Mr. Hoffmann’s next hit job on me.
Thank you.
Timothy A. Engelmeyer
Timothy A. Engelmeyer
Engelmeyer & Pezzani, LLC
13321 North Outer Forty Road
Suite 300
Chesterfield, MO 63017

Town and Country:

Town and Country prosecutor Ed Sluys reduced a mere
1720 moving violation cases to Illegal Parking.

1720 moving violations to Illegal Parking.
In 2018 Townand Country Police Officers issued 19 Parking Citations but the
court had 1720 Parking Violation Convictions.
Once again this totally discriminates against poor people. Wealthy people hire a lawyer
and case charge is immediately reduced to “Illegal Parking.” There is no moving
violation to go on the person’s DOR Driver’s License record so his insurance does not
go up. They do have to hire a lawyer and then pay a $200 fine for the “Illegal Parking”
that they never did.
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Meanwhile, the poor person who can’t afford an attorney pays a fine and the moving
violation goes on their record and their insurance rates go up for three years. Justice is
not fair with Sluys and Town and Country Judge Andrea Niehoff.
When we last checked in 2016, 483 moving violations were reduced to “Illegal
Parking”.
That is a 350% increase of taking care of rich people and screwing poor people.
2016
483

2018
1720

The Town and Country Court did not reduce any criminal charge to “Littering” in 2018.
CITY OF DES PERES
In 2018 The City of Des Peres Municipal Courts reduced to 343 Moving violations to
“Illegal Parking.” The city prosecutor, Tim Engelmeyer also reduced 28 ordinance
violations to Littering. In 2016 that number was 326.
CITY OF CLARKSON VALLEY: The Chesterfield Police now patrol and enforce the
law I n Clarkson Valley, replacing the County Police that provided that service in 2016.In
2018, 265 Chesterfield Police Moving Violation citations were reduced to “Illegal Parking
by Clarkson Valley prosecutor Chris Graville, who also happens to be the Chesterfield
City Attorney. This action is still against public safety, bad for police morale and is
discriminatory against poor people who cannot afford to hire a lawyer to get the traffic
ticket fixed and pay the extra money for the “Illegal Parking” fine. However it is 49 fewer
phony “Illegal Parking” convictions (314) that were allowed in 2016.
Also Graville reduced 36 criminal cases to “Littering” in 2018.
CREVE COEUR: Tim Engelmeyer the Chesterfield prosecutor who will reduce almost
any moving violation to “Illegal Parking” if you hired a lawyer and move theft cases to
either “Littering” or no-record probation. The two worst cases I remember involving
Engelmeyer was the dump truck driver who during morning rush hour was trying to kill
the guy dating his ex-wife, driving east on I-64. There was a crash, several witnesses
who told police they would come to court and a statement by the suspect to a police
officer. The suspect hired a lawyer and the assault case and traffic violation case that
included speeding and passing traffic on the shoulder to get to his ex-wife’s boyfriend
was turned into one “Illegal Parking” conviction.
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The other case was the drunken father, with two kids in the car, who crashed into a
parked car on the parking lot of the Taubman Outlet Mall. That DWI case was turned
into a “no-record” probation case. The guy later had a DWI in St. Charles County but the
Chestefield probation period was over and was not used against him in St. Charles.
Well Englemeyer is the judge in Creve Coeur. In 2016 Englemeyer approved 2024
moving violation to be turned into “Illegal Parking” cases ignoring the overall safety
of the public.
When we filed our “open public records search” request with Creve Coeur for the 2018
cases, we received an email back that the request may or may not be honored. This
caused me to have my lawyer get ready to take action. However the court clerk got me
the information at the end of the Wednesday night court docket.
In 2018 the number of cases reduced to “Illegal Parking” was still outrageous at 1,202,
but was a reduction of 822 cases reduced when compared with 2,024 in 2016.
BALLWIN: This might be the worst of all the Municipal Courts we checked in 2019 for
2018 cases. Ballwin is where Chesterfield City Attorney is prosecutor, Chris Graville
oversaw 1,792 moving violations reduced to “Illegal Parking.” I drive through Ballwin
and now I do not feel very safe. Graville also allowed 482 criminal/non-traffic cases to
be reduced to “Littering.” Residents of Ballwin need to step up and demand that elected
Aldermanic officials to fix this.
City:

2018

2016

Town and Country
Chesterfield
Des Peres
Creve Coeur
Clarkson Valley
Ballwin

1720
1775
343
1,202
265
1,792

483
1415
326
2,024
314
1,202

Increase Decrease
+ 1,237
+ 360
+ 17
- 822
-49
+ 590

Chris Graville looking out for defense lawyers and their billing of
serious traffic violators by turning moving violations into “Illegal Parking” offenses and
not looking out for the safety of the public.
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FEDERAL PROBE OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE STEVE STENGER ENTERS
SECOND YEAR WITH INDICTMENT AND GUILTY PLEA. We have it on good
authority that the U.S. Attorney and FBI probe of County Executive Steve Stenger for
selling county contracts for campaign contributions began in March of 2018. Stenger
was indicted this week by a Federal Grand Jury and then resigned on Monday April 29.
He pled not guilty on April 29, but then pled guilty on Friday May 3 to all three counts of
the Federal indictment. Sentencing is set for August 9.
There are likely to be more charges against other in the Pay to Play scandal including
County employees on Stenger’s staff and those offering bribes for contracts. However
Stenger cut a deal where the Feds won’t add additional charges on him.

One of our sources predicted the arrest would happen by June followed by a plea deal.
However another source for this newsletter/website did not think it would happen that
soon. “You don’t hire Scott Rosenblum to negotiate a deal. He hired him to go to trial
or threatened to go to trial with a deal closer to a trial date,” he said. He appears to have
been wrong.
The original source who was just a month off on the indictments and resignation also
claims once Stenger pleads guilty he will get a relatively short sentence. However
sources to local media think it is more like 3-to-4 years in prison.
Here are some of the larger contributors to Stenger over the years from the snoburbia
area:
One address outside of the immediate Snoburbia area is 1311 Boly Lane that is actually
in tiny Twin Oaks. The first five pages of the indictment against Stenger talk about his
contacts with John Rallo whose arm was twisted to give money to Stenger for contracts.
Rallo listed his home address for Cardinal Insurance and Brentwood Capital Partners.
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1311 Boly Twin Oaks off of Big
Bend. The house is currently for sale.
Here are some other specific contributions that were away from Town and Country and
Chesterfield, but were hard not to notice. We only looked at amounts that went over
$1000.

Firefighter Unions and Associations gave Stenger close
to a half-million dollars. It later was revealed that most of that money came from Rex
Sinquefield, the man behind the Better-Together merger attempt of the City and County.
Rex wanted Stenger as the mayor of his Mega City, that is until the Federal
investigation was disclosed, then Rex just wanted him as co-mayor. The Fire
Union/Associations campaign contributions to Stenger were “Dark Money” with the
Sinquefield cash destined to Stenger.

The Cardinals gave Rex’s future mayor of his mega-city (prior to Federal
indictment) $20,000. The Cardinals gave Stenger $10,000 in 2017 and another
$10,000 in 2018. The next time you buy tickets to a Cardinals game you might want to
ask them how much of the ticket price goes to future Federal Law felons.

The St. Louis Blues handed over $5,000 to the Stenger campaign even
though they are located in St. Louis City and not St. Louis County.
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Here is a good one. The County Police Officers’ Association gave $6,000
to a crook apparently committing Federal felonies.

Dierbergs’ supermarkets with corporate offices in
Chesterfield gave Stenger $4,250 over three years. Dierberg’s main competitor
Schnucks (or Schnuckendorfs for you old people that go back to 1970) did not give
Stenger over $1,000.
The County needs cars and Bommarito and Lou Fusz gave Stenger a lot of money.

Rosalita’s with a very successful new location in Des
Peres gave an amazing $25,000 to Stenger. Think before you order that beer and soft
tacos how much of your bill will go to a corrupt politician.
Here are the ones from Chesterfield & Tiown and Country.
Bardgett, John & Assoc (Lobbyists) 16141 Swinigley Ridge Rd. Chesterfield
2015
$ 4,750
2016
$12,500
2017
$ 5,000
$22,250
Berra, John
918 Terra Bella Town & Ctry 2017
$ 5,000
2018
$ 5,000
$10,000
Blitz, Robert (Atty)
61 Portland Dr Frontenac Mo 2015
$ 2,500
2016
$ 8,000
2017
$30,000
$40,500
Brentwood Capital Partners 1311 Boly Ln 63021
2015
$ 2,500
Home of John Rallo
2016
$ 3,000
2017
$ 5,500
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2018
2016
2017

$ 1,000
Cardinal Insurance
Home of John Rallo 1311 Boly
$ 2,650
$ 2,500
$17,300
Burn and McDonnell 425 S Woods Mill (Actually Town & County but has a
Chesterfield mailing address)
2015
$10,000
Byrne, David
15419 Country Ridge Chesterfield 2016
$ 1,250
2017
$ 5,000
$ 6,250
Charter Communications Town and Country, MO
2015
$ 3,000
Chesterfield Valley Cons 16141 Swingley Ridge
2018
$ 2,000
Chilcutt, Howard
16640 Chesterfield Grove
2017
$ 1,000
2018
$ 1,000
$2,000
Consort Homes
16141 Swingley Ridge Chesterfi 2016
$1,000
2018
$ 1,000
**Stricker, Kenneth
6 Appaloosa Chesterfield
2017
$ 1,000
2018
$ 1,000
$4,000
Listed Consort as employer
Crayton Road Investors 16141 Swingley Ridge Chesterf 2017
$ 1,000
Dierbergs Markets
16690 Swingley Ridge Chesterfie 2015
$ 250
2016
$ 2,500
2017
$ 1,500
$ 4,250
Dino, Grant
14103 North Mill Ct Town & Ctry 2016
$ 5,000
2017
$ 5,000
$10,000
Dino, Leonard Sr.
14324 Bramblewood Chesterfiel 2017
$ 5,000
Dolan Memory Care
P.O. Box 4082 Chesterfield
2016
$ 5,000
2017
$ 2,500
2018
$ 5,000
$12,500
Fischer & Frichtel Homes 695 Trade Center Chesterfield 2018
$10,250
Granny B Mortgage
14897 Clayton Rd Chesterfield
2015
$ 1,500
2016
$1,500
Groundwork Mortgage 16091 Swingley Ridge Chesterfi 2017
$10,000
Home Element Design 17830 Chesterfield Airport Rd
2015
$ 2,500
Hartig, Matt
2174 Englewood Ter Chesterfield 2017
$ 2,500
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See Rubicon list Hartig’s address
Jospeh Green Law Firm #1 McBride & Sons Center
2015
Leslie, Robert
1049 Polo Downs Town & Ctry 2017
McBride & Sons*
16091 Swingley Ridge Rd Chesterfield 2015
2016
2017
2018
McKelvey Homes
Metro Amatuer Golf

218 Chesterfield Town Center
2016
11777 Clayton Rd Town & Country 2016
2017

Mickles, Goldman & O’Toole 555 Maryville Univ Dr T&C
Mickles & O’Toole
12444Powerscourt T&C

2016
2017
2018

Murphy, Patrick
O’Neal Gary

2017
2017
2018

1126 Highland Pt Town & Ctry
857 Wellesly Pl Chesterfield

Professional Equities
18433 Edison Chesterfield
2016
** Rivas, Robert
16525 Saddle Creek Chesterfield 2017
Shows employment with Professional Equities

$1,250
$ 1,000
$21,000
$11,000
$ 6,500
$15,000
$53,500
$ 1,150
$ 4,000
$ 500
$4,500
$12,000
$10,000
$ 7,500
$29,500
$ 5,000
$ 1,000
$ 3,500
$ 4,500
$ 1,500
$ 1,000
$ 2,500
$18,250

Rubicon Corp.

2174 Englewood Terr Chesterfiel 2016
Home of Kevin & Anne Lodes
Schmitter, Bruno
1354 Weston Park T & C
2018
$ 1,500
Schoemehl, Dennis
28 Brookwood Town & Country 2016
$ 1,500
Sealey, James
15023 Ridge Lake Chesterfield 2017
$ 1,000
SWM Real Estate Man. 1795 Clarkson Rd Chesterfield
2018
$ 3,250
Weaver, Mark
1514 Pacland Pl Chesterfield
2017
$ 3,000
*Includes McBride & Sons Home Builders and McBride & Sons Management Co.
REP. DEAN PLOCHER’S HOUSE BILL TO REQUIRE VOTE BETWEEN CITY AND
COUNTY BEFORE BETTER-TOGETHER’S STATE WIDE VOTE, PASSES THE
HOUSE AND GOES TO THE SENATE. The bill was first read by the Senate on
Thursday. They adjourned taking Friday off. It passed on a vote of 143 for and 10
against. Nine of the 10 were Republicans from out state. The one metro vote came
from Rep. Phil Christofanelli. Christofanelli’s district is in Senator William Eigel’s district.
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Christofanelli took a $50,000 campaign contribution from Rex Sinquefield co-hart David
Humphreys in 2016. Also in 2016 he took a $500 donation from Dean Plocher’s
campaign then voted against Plocher’s bill in 2019. In 2017 he accepted $500 from
Sinquefield’s Grow Missouri front group. In 2018 he took another $5,100 from
Humphreys and $6,800 from Grow Missouri. Christofanelli was and is now clearly in
Rex sinquefield’s pocket, thus the NO vote.
From what we hear the bill will go to the Local Government Committee which is chaired
by Sen. William Eigel of St. Peters in St. Charles County. It was first rumored that Eigel
would keep it in Committee and let it die. There is a good reason for this as Eigel has
gotten huge amounts of money from Rex Sinquefield /Better Together front groups or
individuals associated with Sinquefield or Better-Together behind the scenes. However
sources in Jefferson City believe the bill will be out of committee and on the Senate floor
by May 8. Here is some evidence of why Eigel might want to tie the bill up in committee
in the form of money he has received from Sinquefield associates or fronts.
Here are some the interesting campaign contributors to Eigel.
John McDonnell*
#1 Serendipity LN Town & Country
* In 2019 McDonnell gave Better Together $300,000.
Missouri Club for Growth *
* A Rex Sinquefield front organization
Grow Missouri*

2015

2015 & 16
2017

Jefferson City

$5,250

$75,000
$ 250

2017 $ 1,300
2018 $ 1,300

* A Rex Sinquefield front organization
David Humphreys *
Joplin, MO
2016 $350,000
* Humphreys is tied closely to Rex Singuefield who is behind Better-Together
MO Majority PAC
Perryville
Partially funded by Sinquefield’s Grow Missouri PAC

2019

$ 1,000

Of course Eigel took money coming from outside of his district from developers,
including $2,500 from Simon Development of 632 Trade Center Dr. Chesterfield.
He also accepted $8,000 from St. Louis Skylights of 634 Trade Center Dr. Chesterfield.
John Bargett the lobbyist from Chesterfield

2016 $ 3,500
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Ann Wagner for Congress

Ballwin, MO

2016

$ 1,000

McBride Homes

Chesterfield, MO

2016 $ 1,000
2017 $ 1,000

McKelvey Homes

Chesterfield Town Center

2017

$ 1,000

Schnucks’ Markets
Robert Dierberg
Dierbergs

Maryland Heights
1982 Kehrs Mill Rd
1982 Kehrs Mill

2016
2016
2017

$ 2,000
$
500
$ 1,000

Consort Homes

Swingley Ridge

2016 & 17 $ 1,000

Missouri State Council of Firefighters*
2017
$ 1,000
Sinquefield used Firefighter groups to funnel contributions to certain elected officials.
In 2018 Firefighter Unions gave tens of thousands to Eigel.
St. Louis County Police Officers Assoc

2018 & 19 $ 3,000

A Better Missouri
Jefferson City
2017 & 18 & 19
$ 4,350
A Better Missouri PAC funding comes from Chesterfield lobbyist John Bardgett ($3,000)
and Anheuser-Busch ($276,920)
He took $5,000 from Menlo Smith of Frontenac in 2016 and $10,000 from August
Busch, III.
MAN THREATENS TO SUE CITIES THAT OFFICIALLY COME OUT AGAINST CITYCOUNTY MERGER: Gregg Keller, a director on the Rex Sinquefild controlled and
financed Show Me institute, has filed a complaint with the Missouri Secretary of State
against Chesterfield Mayor Bob Nation and the City of Chesterfield. The complaint
apparently was filed with the Secretary of State since the SOS Office oversees
elections. However the Missouri Ethics Commission normally handles law violations
and Keller is claiming the entire Chesterfield City Council and Nation are violating
115.642 that does not allow spending tax money to campaign on election issues.
Keller filed the complaint through another organization Joseph Wingate Folk Society out
of Springfield. However, Keller is on the board of directors of Show-ME Institute, a
group finance by billionaire goofball Rex Sinquefield. Sinquefield is President of the
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Show Me Institute. Sinquefield is also funding “Better Together” an organization that
wants to wipe all the cities in St. Louis County off the map in favor of a huge City of St.
Louis.
Keller is alleging that Mayor Nation wrote he, Nation, is against the merger plan in a city
newsletter published with tax dollars and the Council voted against the merger (that
would end Chesterfield) claiming City Council meetings are funded by tax dollars (weak,
weak claim) and the issue is on the city’s website.

Here is his complaint:
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Keller also filed complaints against the Cities of Des Peres and Shrewsbury for similar
actions. Keller lives in Ladue at 16 Loren Woods Drive and will see his city vanish
under this plan. If that happens Keller can go from one of the most affluent cities in the
Midwest and the U.S. to one formerly known as a murder capital.

In his complaints, and other listings he does not use his true name. He is Robert G.
Keller according to tax filings and real estate records.
Mayor Nation sent me a Tweet that Keller sent out threatening cities who come out
against being wiped off the map by Rex Sinquefield.
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-----Original Message----From: Bob Nation [mailto:rsnation@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, April 26, 2019 10:30 PM
To: Jim Erickson; jonham@swbell.net; John Hoffman
Subject: Gregg Keller on Twitter: "Every municipality that betrays the public trust by using
taxpayer funds for political purposes will fall under my sword before this is over.
https://t.co/pR067DvkQU" / Twitter
This is the king of dark money threatening us, just a little hypocritical?
https://twitter.com/RGreggKeller/status/1121160877217079301
Keller is threatening to sue councilman Tom DeCampi. In the 2018 city council election
unbeknown to DeCampi and without approval or consent Keller sent out mailers
supporting him in the race against odd-duck William Lawson.

Meanwhile The City of Des Peres Board of Alderman passed a resolution in opposition
to the Merger Plan fronted by Sinquefield’s “dark money” front groups. Des Peres Mark
Decker wrote an interesting letter attacking Jefferson City lawyer Charles Hatfield who
claimed Decker and Des Peres were violation Missouri law by having the resolution and
posting anti-merger vote on the city’s webpage and facebook page.
Decker’s response is on the Des Peres facebook site, but is difficult to read. We have
posted it below.
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EVEN BETTER IS MAYOR BECKER’S LETTER TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE:
The entire letter is 8-pages long and it is posted on our website. But here is the first
section.
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(Read the rest of this letter on the homepage of our website, johnhoffmann.net or
newsfromsnoburbia.com )

ON ADVICE OF ATTORNEY BETTER-TOGETHER REFUSES TO ATTEND PULBIC
FORUM ON CITY-COUNTY MERGER AND REFUSES TO ANSWER CITIZNS’
QUESTIONS. On Monday April 29, 2019 the City of Des Peres held a public forum to
present the city’s position on the Better Together City-County Merger plan and invited
Better Together to send a representative to present their plan and answer questions
from residents.
They refused to send anyone citing the advice of their attorney. Here is the email from
Better Together to Des Peres:
From: "Better Together STL" <info@bettertogetherstl.com>
Subject: Re: Des Peres Public Forum - April 29th at 7:00 PM at The Lodge Des Peres
Date: 26 April 2019 11:18
To: "Douglas Harms" <dharms@desperesmo.org>
Good afternoon Mr. Harms,
Thank you for reaching out to Better Together to schedule a speaker. We appreciate you wanting
to organize an opportunity for your constituents to learn more about a unified region.
Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate your request at this time.
Our legal team has advised us to no longer participate in presentations hosted by government
sponsors as these activities have potential to violate state law. We are happy to speak to residents
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of Des Peres but will not be able to do so through an event scheduled and hosted by municipal
governments themselves.
We have been advised that this is the most appropriate course of action and we hope that you
understand. If a group of residents from Des Peres is interested in hosting a presentation, we
would welcome the opportunity and ask them to reach out to us and submit a request on our
website here: https://www.bettertogetherstl.com/host
Again, thank you so much for reaching out to us and we appreciate you wanting to learn more
about Better Together and have a conversation about a unified St. Louis. We hope that we will
be able to bring this conversation to the residents of Des Peres through a neighborhood
association meeting or other non-government organization and look forward to that opportunity.

Best,
Better Together

An empty seat at the table and an untouched bottle of water, both for Better Together at
the Des Peres Lodge
THE DES PERES FORUM VS THE CHESTERFIELD FORUM:
Crowd size: Des Peres wins this. While the Chesterfield council chamber was filled,
Chesterfield has a population around 48,000. Des Peres had almost as many people at
their meeting and their population is a little over 8,000.
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Chesterfield crowd

Des Peres crowd
Better together answering questions! This one was won by Chesterfield and the
performance of Will Krueger is probably why Better-Together will no longer attend these
type of forums.

Speakers: This one went to Chesterfield:
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In Des Peres City Administrator Doug Harms clearly spent a lot of time going over the
three Better-Together constitutional amendments. He had large overheads that I could
see seating in the first row, but I doubt if many others could.
It is actually very informative. Here is a link to the slides on the city’s website:
https://www.desperesmo.org/DocumentCenter/View/17566/Presentation-BT-Updated-429-19-CAv3?bidId=

However, Harms went on for close to 55 minutes. This had some people nodding off,
me included and others leaving. While Harms got a few chuckles, Prof. Terry Jones of
the University of Missouri-St. Louis got laughs in Chesterfield as he was not just
informative, he was funny. He was also shorter with a 20-minute presentation that
covered most of the same issues as Harms got to in detail in over 55 minutes.

Prof. Jones

City Administrator Harms

Both forums showed the same thing. There is a huge local interested in the forced
merger issue and people are not happy about having their city and neighboring cities
wiped off the map by the merger. The resident speakers at Chesterfield were also
entertaining and kept people in their seats. “Will they call it Rexville or Rextown,” asked
one resident of the proposed merger. It was also brought up that people in cities with no
municipal real estate tax would have to pay one if the merger passed.
One interesting tidbit was how one person claimed that Better-Together is already going
out to out-state Missouri trying to sell people that if the City St. Louis goes bankrupt, the
State of Missouri would have to bail them out meaning everyone in the State, but if
there was a merger between the County and City into one large city there would never
be a bankruptcy. There is some question if State Law would allow Missouri to bail out
St. Louis in the case of a bankruptcy.
30

MEANWHILE IN JEFFERSON CITY: While Dean Plocher is trying to stop BetterTogether and give local communities the right to determine a “merger” versus their
current form of representation, here is the important legislation former Chesterfield City
Councilman and now State Rep Derek Grier is working on:

Grier who has not been vocal on the Better-Together attempt to abolish all cities in St.
Louis County, but is active on designating an “official Missouri Tartan.” I’m half Scottish
(Wallace) I think official tartans should remain in Scotland.
The other former Chesterfield City Councilman, Bruce DeGroot is hardly looking after
the people in West St. Louis County. No here is a bill by DeGroot that deals with the
City of St. Louis:

You might think a State Rep from St. Louis could have introduced that bill instead of one
from St. Louis County.

The always well dress Bruce DeGroot and Derek Grier in his Grizzly Grier days.
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POLICE BLOTTER

The car was recovered later on April 28 in the 6000 block of Cabanne in North St. Louis.
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The Chesterfield officer who handles the police blotter went on vacation on Tuesday, so
this is a shorter than usual blotter, meaning next week’s will be extra long.
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04/26/19

Craig Fox age 49, O’Fallon resident, DWI (muni)

04/27/19
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64-YEAR-OLD CHESTERFIELD MAN ARRESTED BY HIGHWAY PATROL FOR
DWI: On Saturday April 27 at 8:10pm 64-year-old Bruce D. Johnston of 14672 Summer
Blossom Lane in Chesterfield was arrested for DWI by the Highway Patrol in St. Louis
County.

THIS ONE IS IN TOWN & COUNTRY: It was the old case of the second driver at the
Yield Sign looking up the road and decides he can make. Meanwhile the driver of the
first car at the Yield Sign thinks it is safer to wait. The second driver never looks straight
ahead and accelerates into the rear of the first car on Monday April 29 on the exit from
EB I-64 onto Hwy 141. Although there were two ambulances at the scene, no one was
transported to the hospital and no citations were issued.

BE HAPPY WHERE YOU LIVE: I still check real estate prices in Chevy Chase,
Maryland where I used to be a police captain. I do this out of curiosity and to remind me
how lucky I’m to being living where some consider “pricey” West St. Louis County.
This house is for sale. It was build in 1963 so it is considered a newer home. It is on a
0.14 acre lots. It is 5-bedrooms, 4 ½ baths and 3,716 square feet. It is right on top of
the houses to the east and west. It has no garage. The asking price is a mere
$1,925,000. It has been on the market since last Monday.
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FAVORITE OBIT PHOTOS: These photos still take us back to a different time and
place. They are dominated by women since women’s life expectancy is longer than
men. I think that women’s hair and clothes styles are more unique and change more
than men making it easier to guess when a photo was taken. They are all recent obit
photos in the Webster-Kirkwood Times, Post-Dispatch, Columbia Tribune, Washington
Post and NY Times.
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CARTOONS:
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