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PARKS: Closed!
ST. LOUIS COUNTY QUEENY PARK: All County Parks were closed on Friday night
April 3, 2020 at 8pm There were plenty of people showing up at the last hours.
Friday: There were 73 cars parked at Queeny at 3:30pm.

Sunday: You could turn into the entrance (safety first since Mason Road is far too
dangerous for people to back up due to road closed barriers). But the parking lot was
completely roped off. A County Park Ranger was parked in a patrol car blocking the
start of a main walking trail.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY: Friday in the 3 o’clock hour there were a number of people
and 33 cars at the Longview Park. Town and Country announced earlier on Friday that
the parking lots at all parks would be closed at 8pm until further notice but the park trails
would be open for walkers.

Longview Sunday: Both the entrance and exit were closed.

FRIDAY Town Square There were only two cars on the lot at the Town Square. We
spotted a lady walking her dog and a young teenager on a bike.
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Sunday: On Sunday at 3pm we counted 8 cars but just saw a teenager on a
skateboard and a woman walking.

SUNDAY DRACE PARK: We could not see anyone inside Drace Park on Sunday at
about 3:20PM.
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CLAYTON ROAD TRAIL: There were many people on the extra wide sidewalk that the
city officials like to call a trail. Some of the walkers were headed toward or from
Longview and Drace Psrks.
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CHESTERFIELD: Chesterfield had already closed all of its playing fields for
numerous sports which make up a large portion of the Parks and Recreation system.
The Dog Park and Community Garden were also closed. On Friday April 3 Tom
McCarthy, a cockeyed optimist, was ready to close the system’s walking and running
trails on Friday April 3 in connection with the County Parks closures due to the COVID19 outbreak. However, Mayor Bob Nation is a big fan of the trail system and an almost
daily user of the trails. He apparently overruled the staff’s recommendation of closing
the walking trails. (More on the Chesterfield Parks in our coverage of the Chesterfield
City Council meeting.)
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING FROM A HOME NEARBY, A TROPICAL BEACH AND A
GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY: At the start of 2020 there was not going to be a City
Council meeting on April 6, the day before municipal elections. However with the
outbreak of the conoravirus and a county wide stay-at-home order, eventually followed
by the State-Wide order, the election was pushed back to June.
Normally the only Council meeting in April is held after the election and certification of
results. With no election the meeting was moved up to April 6. The meeting was not
held at City Hall, but was a teleconferenced event over Zoom. It was quite of trip.

At the beginning of the meeting it looked like Mayor Bob Nation was in his second floor
office at City Hall. By the end of the meeting it looked like he had a window seat on the
space station.

City administrator Mike Geisel and Councilwoman Michelle Ohley appeared to be on the
same Hawaiian beach. Appearances can be deceiving.
6

PLANNING DEPARTMENT REPORT:
“We are getting a lot of interest from developers due to the drop in interest rates,” Mike
Geisel said at the start of the meeting that dealt with impact of the COVID-19 outbreak.

Planning Director Justin Wyse
“We are trying to do business as usual,” said Planning Director Justin Wyse. “No one is
pulling out of any existing projects.” He mentioned that some staff members are working
from home.
Updated plans for the 77-acre mixed use and residential site (lower red highlighted
area) were filed with the Planning Department on April 3.

PUBLIC WORKS:

7

Public Works Director Jim Eckrich, who appeared to
be in Tony Bennett’s favorite city, but again appearances on this night were not what they seemed.

Eckrich reported that engineers are working from home when possible. Inspectors are
working out of their trucks. He added that he is having one-half shift on and one-half off
trying to keep everyone healthy.
Councilman Dan Hurt asked about the planned rerouting of Schoettler Road for a storm
water sewer project was on schedule.
“Now is the time to reroute traffic,” said Hurt referring to the very light traffic with so
many people sheltering at home. Eckrich said the rerouting is on schedule for later this
spring.
PARKS DEPARTMENT: When I listened to this presentation by Parks Director Tom
McCarthy I had to wonder if Tom had been following the news closely.

Tom McCarthy
Tom started his report saying most admin employees are working out of their homes.
He added that no part time employees have been added to the payroll and will only do
so once the stay-at-home order is lifted. He said the staff has been broken down to
three shifts that are at separated locations. This avoids someone who has COVID-19
from infecting the entire staff.
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Spring baseball and softball games have been cancelled at least through May 10. We
think this might be a wonderful dream that the social distancing recommendations will
be gone by May 10. Maybe the Stay-at-Home order will be gone, but I think people will
still being keeping the 6-foot distance.
The artificial turf installation on four fields will be done early. McCarthy explained that
the company doing the work had a work contract cancelled so they were able to
dedicate two crews to the Chesterfield project. He believes the fields will be completed
by May 6.
POOLS: McCarthy said the pools at the Aquatic Center hopefully will open Memorial
Day weekend. He said the City has hired 35 lifeguards and need to hire another 25.
He added they will not fill the pools until the social gathering limit of 10 is lifted and they
will need about a week after that to train and certify the lifeguards.

Mary Montachella
This caused Councilwoman Mary Montachella to ask a question that was based in
reality of the situation.
“Is there a point we would not open the pools? Is there a date,” she asked. Tom
McCarthy could not or would not provide an answer, saying he didn’t know at this time.
AMPHITHEATER: Concerning the city’s amphitheater McCarthy said there are
employees working on getting the theater ready by June 18. He said there has been
one cancellation of a jazz concert , that was not a city event but with the theater being
rented out. The free Shakespeare Festival Show for April 30 has been cancelled.
McCarthy said no refunds are currently being given for tickets bought to any city
sponsored concert. Currently tickets have only been on sale for the Dark Star
Orchestra concert on June 26 and the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band on July 18.
FIREWORKS: “We feel once this lifted people will want to come out and have fun,” said
McCarthy. That is interesting as some might think this whole thing will not be over on
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July 4th. Several health experts are saying the stay at home rule or at least the social
distancing standard should possibly be in place through July.

When Councilwoman Barb McGuinness was on the screen I flashed back to Tonight Show Host Jack
Paar

Barb McGuinness brought McCarthy and fireworks back to reality. Beside St. Louis
already cancelling the riverfront 4th of July Fireworks, McGuinness disagreed with
McCarthy’s premise.
“Unless we suddenly get a vaccine people are not going to be in a hurry to gather,” said
McGuinness. I think she is absolutely correct and with a drastic reduction in sales tax
revenue, Chesterfield might be very wise to save the $50,000 they have budgeted for a
Fireworks Show.
“I’m always optimistic,” said McCarthy…which is true but in this case there is a thin line
between optimistic and stupid and wasteful.
THE TRAILS: “Everyone is happy the park trails are open,” said Tom who added that
he has seen between 25 and 40 cars parked at the West Levee Trail ramp area each
time he has driven by.
POLICE: Captain Mike Thompson, who fills the role of assistant police chief, subbed
for Police Chief Ray Johnson.
Thanks to the schools all being closed the officers assigned to School Resource duties
are available to increase the number of offices on patrol.
Prescription Pickup Program: With the outbreak of the coronavirus the Chesterfield
Police offered to pick up and deliver prescription medicine for elderly residents.
Capt. Thompson stated that only two residents have taken advantage of the service.
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Capt. Mike Thompson
CALL ANSWERING PROCEDURES: The police are no longer entering houses or
businesses before fire district paramedics on sick case and medical emergency calls.
Officers are instructed to try and not go into nursing homes. Capt. Thompson added
that most nursing home don’t want outsiders including police officers to enter anyway.
Reports without evidence at the scene or suspects in the area are being handled over
the phone as much as possible.
Three officers have had contact with a person who tested positive for COVID-19. All
three officers were quarantined at home and showed no symptoms, passed testing and
have returned to duty.
While shoplifting calls are down, eventually drug addicts have to go out and finance
their illegal drug purchases. With so many businesses being closed officers are
patrolling business districts more looking for burglars and smash windows and grab
thieves.
Car clouters are continuing to check cars parked outside homes late at night for
unlocked doors, garage door openers and keys. Capt. Thompson said the people doing
the car break-ins are not only from North County, St. Louis City, but also from Jefferson
and Franklin counties and West County.
Thompson stated what we have already noticed. There is an uptick in Domestic
Disturbance calls. While Capt. Thompson said in some cases officers are issuing
summonses instead of arrest, but suspects in domestic assaults are going to jail.
“If a person needs to go to jail we are still taking them to jail,” he said.
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STAFFING: Some municipal police departments are using a closed school or closed
city rec center as a second police station and assigning half of the uniform officers to
each station. This would reduce the number of officers who would infected with the
virus if an officer came down with COVID-19 prior to normal symptoms.
Half of the plain clothes police officers with admin duties and detectives have been
rotated to work from home for two week periods. The idea behind this is if patrol
officers or other detectives are stricken with COVID-19 there would be healthy officers
to replace them.
The front desk uniform civilians police clerks don’t get this treatment. Yes the entrances
to the police department and city hall are closed to the public, but the two people
working the front desk of city hall whose duties include answering general information
phone calls are home and their phones have been transferred to the police clerks.
The police department is also suspending station tours, attending subdivision meetings,
ride-alongs, and fingerprint services for residents who need fingerprints cards to submit
for State and Federal licenses.
Capt. Thompson also wanted to give a shout-out to the Chesterfield Family Church that
donated 495 face masks to the police department.
FINANCE : Jeanette Kelly stated that the anticipated revenue loss is expected to be
temporary. I think the question here is what is Kelly’s definition of “temporary.” Three
months of heavy revenue loss in one thing, six or nine months is something else.

Finance Director Jeanette Kelly also appeared to be at a beach.

She said the city is trying to reduce costs by cancelling hiring, business travel and new
equipment purchases.
“The required 40-percent budget reserve for emergencies is just for something like this,”
she said.
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Mike Geisel then interrupted and said the staff is not currently assuming there will be
any Federal Government assistance.
Kelly also said they city is moving forward with the $5.7-million land purchase of the
commercial property across from the amphitheater to be turned into a park and parking.
Attention Secret Service Agents:

Dan Hurt
You can never be sure if Dan Hurt is making another bad joke or not. This is what Hurt
asked when the discussion was on the topic of loss revenues:
“Would it be appropriate if we invest in a printing press?”
Below are the other members of council in attendance.

Mike Moore

Tom DeCampi Mary Ann Mastorakos Ben Keathley

There were reportedly 12 members of the public viewing the meeting.
There was no ZOOM video of the meeting on the City of Chesterfield’s website. By
Thursday it finally got posted. Here is a direct link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAGQ62OHn9w&feature=youtu.be
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I wrote the city about this and here is a positive response from the City Clerk Vickie
McGowne:
John,
I have checked with Mr. Geisel and we are working on adding the audio file to
the City’s website, and providing a link to the video file from the City’s
YOUTUBE channel. These files are very large and we are trying to accommodate
them so they are accessible to all who are interested.
Normally, meeting minutes are not posted until they are approved by Council,
but since these are recordings of a virtual meeting, we will get them posted as
soon as possible.

I then received from Mike Geisel four hours later, indicating the city figured out how to
post the audio, but not the video portion of the video teleconference. By Thursday the
video of the meeting was posted.
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03/28/20
01/28/18

James D. Pilotte 17XX Clarkson Rd Chesterfield
Assault pending
DWI

16

Chesterfield PD
St. Louis CO

Jacob Goring 2XX Aspen Village Drive Ballwin

04/04/20
04/01/20
05/24/19

Drug Possession, Probation Violation
Auto Theft, Stealing pending
Criminal Case reduced to Littering $400 fine
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St. Louis Co
Chesterfield PD
Ballwin PD

05/24/19

04/17/19
04/08/19

02/26/18
09/25/16
08/18/15
08/14/15

Moving Violation reduced to Illegal Parking
Ballwin
Chesterfield city atty Chris Graville is the Ballwin
Muni Court prosecutor. He apparently thinks someone
With 2-felony stealing charges pending and on probation
for three 1st Degree Burglaries, auto theft is a good
candidate for reductions from criminal offices and moving violations
Felony Stealing, Stealing Drugs Guilty 2/1120
Town & Country PD
See ref sentence to mental hospital
Tampering W/Mtr Veh Guilty sent to Phsy Treatment Ballwin PD
He was ordered to Center Pointe Mental Hosp in St.
Charles on 04/04/20 ref probation violation or held at
County Jail until CenterPointe has room. On 04/07
CenterPointe had outbreak of coronavirus
Felony Drug Poss 2/11/20 Guilty see above
Speeding 26 MPH or more above limit Guilty 1-day jail MO Hwy Patrol
3-counts Burglary 1st Degree 3-counts stealing Guilty Ballwin PD
SES probation. 4/4/20 probation violation see above
2-counts Assault on Law Enf Officer, Stealing Guilty Ballwin PD
5-yr SES Probation 04/02/20 Probation Violation
Warrant issued

THURSDAY APRIL 2, 2020

SATURDAY APRIL 4, 2020
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Arrested with a BAC level 3 ½ times over the legal limit was Heather Yore, 41, of
Columbia MO. This was not her first DWI arrest. She was on probation for DWI out of
Callaway County after being arrested by the Fulton PD on 06/17/18. Yore is an
elementary school teacher.
04/04/20 DWI, Careless Driving, Driving W/Revoked, No Ins
06/17/18 DWI Guilty 45-days jail 2-yr SES probation in lieu of jail
09/30/15 Speeding 15-20 over Limit Guilty fine
SATURDAY NIGHT APRIL 4 – SUNDAY MORNING APRIL 5, 2020
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Chesterfield PD
Fenton PD
MO Hwy Patrol

04/05/20
08/12/15
01/01/10

Nicholas Dicarlo
Felony DWI pending
DWI Misdemeanor Guilty SES Probation
DWI Guilty SIS Probation C & I Driving $400

04/04/20
10/05/15

Poss of Heroin, Poss of Drug Paraphernalia
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia Guilty $300 fine

Chesterfield PD
Ballwin PD
Manchester PD

Chesterfield PD
O’Fallon PD

THE EARLY MORNING FIGHTS AT COSTCO: The Costco store in Manchester opens
early at 8am just for people over 60 or customers with physical handicaps on Tuesday
and Thursday. We learned that the Manchester Police had to be called on April 7 when
two of the oldsters got into a fight over their spot in the line.
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE SURGICAL MASKS GONE? Just look at the mug shots.
Criminals can get them but you and me, that is another issue.
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READER COMMENTS: This one is from a reader who lives outside of Town and
Country ref our newsletter #420 on March 28.
I just love those massive, sprawling ranch houses each week. Some of them look so nice in
the photos, it's almost amazing they're getting torn down, but I guess if the buyer can afford
to do it, so be it.
This one is about the editorial cartoons featured in last week’s newsletter.
Well, I wish you hadn’t gotten in on national politics. It’s divisive. Very offensive.
Here was my response:

I did not get any comments in Dec and Jan when all the cartoons were about B&B, Bernie and
Biden. I get more positive comments about the cartoons than any other part of the
newsletter. I searched three sites and even the conservative cartoonists were on COVID-19.
I wrote a long time ago that I pick cartoons not on politics as much as if they are well drawn
and make me laugh. I’m sorry if you didn’t like them. I’ll try and do better next week.
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MUSIC: Free Concert right in your house. Jazz trumpeter Jim Manley and pianist Chris
Swan were at the Gaslight Theater on North Boyle on Friday April 3 putting on a
concert. Of course no one was there. It was a free concert during the coronavirus
“Stay-at-Home” order. Here is the link for your free concert.
https://www.facebook.com/thegaslighttheater/videos/146651316772064/UzpfSTIwMDIz
MTkxMzM3Nzc3NDpWSzoxNDY2NTEzMTY3NzIwNjQ/

CARTOONS:
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