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WW II BOMBER PILOT, FAMOUS ST. LOUIS MODERNISTIC ARCHITECT WITH
HOUSES IN CHESTERFIELD AND TOWN AND COUNTRY DIES AT AGE 98. Ralph
Fourmier, the man who designed unique mid-century modern homes in Town and
County and Chesterfield and reasonably priced very unique post-WWII houses in
Crestwood, died on Labor Day at the Allegro assisted living facility behind St. Mary’s
Hospital in Richmond Heights.

Ralph with his paintings at an art show in Chesterfield Valley.
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Ralph’s parents were French-Canadians, moved to
Holyoake, Mass. Ralph enlisted at the outbreak of WWII and became a bomber pilot.
At first he trained pilots but toward the end of the war he was sent into action making
bombing runs into Germany. Ralph was shot down once, with all but one crew member
surviving after parachuting from the plane.
Ralph did not go home at the end of the war. Since he spoke French he stayed in Paris
and flew various missions with supplies, money plus supplies to the French
Underground rewarding their actions during the war and a flew “girlfriends” and cases of
Champagne to American commanding officers. His actions in helping the French
Resistance resulted in him being awarded the Croix de Guerre and the Legion of Honor.
Once he as out of the Army he took advantage of GI Bill offer made by Washington
University and enrolled in architectural school. After graduating he join with
developer/builder Burton Duenke. They built the Ridgewood Subdivision in Crestwood
just west of Grant Road (Webster Groves).
The houses were Mid-Century design but affordable. They were all on slab foundations
and went up in days. But they were all unique. There was no seeing the same house
after house.
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An open house day in
1953 in the Ridgewood subdivision.
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Here are some of Ralph designed houses on Greenwich Green Lane in Town and
Country:
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Here are some of Ralph’s houses on Arrowhead next to Faust Park in
Chesterfield:
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Ralph liked trees and included them in his designs, so residents could look out of huge
windows into a forest in the backyard. While most of the 235 Fournier homes in
Crestwood remain some on Arrowhead in Chesterfield have been torn down. Ralph’s
other West County subdivision is Sunswept in Creve Coeur off of Lindbergh. Some of
those homes have also met the fate of the teardown. A number of the homes in
Chesterfield and Town and Country have seen the property borders become overgrown
making it hard to see the houses.
Ralph had one big project that quickly became known to most Missourians. He
designed Tan-Tar-A resort on the Lake of the Ozarks for Burton Duenke.
Ralph retired in his 70s and took up painting, which he was very talented at.
Ralph quit driving in his mid-90’s. My wife would pick him up once or twice a week from
his home in Brentwood to meet with a group of artists at the Art Guild and other
locations where they would paint for four hours.
Back in 2010 the group met at our house one day. I came out and could not find Ralph.
He was at the end of our driveway doing a watercolor and pen drawing of our front yard
and house.
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When the group was meeting in an art studio he also did a portrait of my wife during her
“short hair” period.
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DEER REPORT Deer v Vehicle numbers continue to drop in Town and Country. There
have been 20 incidents so far in 2020 versus 46 in 2019.

2020 Town and Country Deer v Vehicles Jan-August 2020 20
I-270 5
I-64
4
Hwy 141 2
Clayton Road east of Mason Rd 3
Clayton Road west of Mason Rd
Mason Road North of Clayton Road
Mason Road South of Clayton Road
Pingry Place 1
South Outer 40 1
Weidman Road 2

1
1

CHESTERFIELD
9

2020 Chesterfield Deer v Vehicles Jan 01 to August 31 26
I-64
2
Hwy 141 3
Baxter Road 2
Chesterfield Lakes Rd 1
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Chesterfield Parkway 2
Clarkson Road 2
Clayton Road 2
Conway Rd 1
Justus Post Rd 1
Kehrs Mill Rd 1
Ladue Road 1
Olive Blvd 3
Wild Horse Creek Rd 4
Woods Mill Road 1

Town & Country Architectural Review Board: A new house was approved and an
addition to a 140-year-old house was also approved.

2549 Town & Country Lane New Home

Also before the ARB was a request for approval for an addition to the front of a building
at 1614 S. Mason Road on the south side Peacock Farm Road. The house was
originally a schoolhouse built in the 1880s according to the architect.
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North view

West View from Mason Rd.

TOWN AND COUNTRY CLAIMS TO WANT TO KEEP THE PUBLIC SAFE AND
INFORMED DURING THE PANDEMIC, SO THEY HELD AN ALMOST SECRET 8AM
MEETING THAT WAS NOT ON ZOOM. The Fire and EMS Task Force held a meeting
on Wednesday. Right as home video schooling started the group held the meeting at
8AM inside of the Longview House. Neither the audio or video of the meeting was
available on the city’s website for over 24 hours after the meeting.
The next day, after a couple of complaints overnight, the audio was posted on the
website. Scroll down to “other” and click on the speaker next to Fire/EMS Task Force.
https://www.town-and-country.org/AgendaCenter
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In our last newsletter (443) we led with the presentation West County EMS & Fire PD
Jeff Sadtler gave at the August 21 meeting of the Fire & Emergency Medical Services
Task Force. We pointed out that Chief Sadtler used a lot of half-truths concerning
response times, need for two new fire stations and how Town and Country needed to
form a partnership with the Fire District.
The next meeting was on September 8. A lot of people wanted to see the Task Force
discuss Chief Sadtler’s presentation. We are currently in a serious pandemic. Health
officials are advising people to avoid meetings and groups of people. The City had
been using virtual video of meetings that the public could watch live or at a later date.
This seems to be an important topic. But the elected officials on the Task Force, Sue
Allen and Ryan Mortland, the Task Force members and city staff feel it is okay to try

13

and have an almost secret meeting and keep the public in the dark as much as
possible.
Listening to the Task Force I learned that members really didn’t have a clue how
fire departments and fire and EMS dispatching work. Mayor Dalton went out of his way
not to appoint anyone who knew this. Although I have to say there are probably one,
two or three residents with this knowledge.
City Administrator Bob Shelton explained that the police department costs are about $4million a year and the fire service with six on duty a day for ambulance and fire service
costs another $4-million. “If you add another firehouse it is another $4-million a year,”
said Shelton. Plus you have to pay for the police and fire dispatch services. “$12million a year is something we can’t afford now,” said Shelton who mentioned that police
and fire service makes up 80% of the city budget.
It also appeared that some Task Force members were buying into Chief Sadtler’s
speech from August 21 about the need to abandon the current fire station and build two
new fire stations. (We were not sure who was talking.)
“This problem isn’t getting better. I don’t see what the alternative is.”
“The way it is today is not acceptable.”
“Anyone in Ward 4 is not in a good position.” (This if from someone who totally drank
Chief Sadtler’s Kool Aid. Yes, there are a few areas in Ward 4 where response times
are nearly 7 minutes. But that is not the case for most of Ward 4, that has very
reasonable response times.)
The most disappointing thing of the meeting was that the two Alderpersons, Sue Allen
and Ryan Mortland didn’t know who controlled Conway Road and asked if it was a “city
road.” They were told it was a “County” road. It is sad when elected officials don’t know
what government controls the major roads in town.
Finally Mortland suggested getting permission from the State Legislature for a Public
Safety sales tax, to help finance the increase in fire service. Des Peres just got a ½cent sales tax.
Besides T&C local option sales tax, you also have a Parks and Stormwater Sales Tax,
Capital Improvement Sales Tax, you add a CID sales tax (Community Improvement
District or Commercial Improvement District) and a TDD sales tax (Transportation
Development District).
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For 2020 Town and County’s sales tax is 8.988%. (This counts County and State taxes
along with city taxes)
Then you add the TDD sales tax that covers from an area from the Target Store to
McDonalds on the west side of Woods Mill. (The TDD sales tax goes to the developer)
And in the 2020 tax rate this pushes the sales tax to almost 9.5%. If you add Mortland
Public Safety Sales Tax you would be at the 10% mark.

▪
▪

Town And Country collects a 4.638% local sales tax, the maximum local sales tax allowed
under Missouri law
Town And Country has a higher sales tax than 93.5% of Missouri's other cities and counties
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Ryan Mortland
So Ryan Mortland took time to say how important it is to shop in Town and Country. If
the sales tax is 10% or more in Town and Country, then Town and Country will be a
place to avoid shopping.
Of Note: The fire district agreed to extend the current service contract to December 31,
2022.
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FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 4, 2020
3 Delayed Reports
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SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2020

Mark Edward Coleman 59 Stablestone Drive Chesterfield
09/05/20 Trespassing (Drunk)
01/27/20 Domestic Assault pending
05/10/19 Possession of Drug Paraphernalia
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Chesterfield PD
Chesterfield PD
Chesterfield PD

Jacqueline Abbie Monsour 39
Wildwood, MO
09/05/20 Possession of Marijuana, Poss of Drug Para
Chesterfield PD
05/09/18 Possession of Marijuana, Unreg Veh warrants
Ballwin PD
10/18/17 2-Charges Prob completed charges closed to public Shrewsbury PD
09/12/17 Poss of Marijuana, G Prob Revoked 2-days jail Ellisville PD
08/12/01 Speeding Guilty Driving Improvement School MO Hwy Patrol
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6, 2020

Michael Lee Tucker, 55, 441 Herworth Clarkson Valley
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Jeffrey Rozelle, Jr. 43
09/06/20 2-counts Stealing
Chesterfield PD
08/22/20 Stealing
Brentwood PD
04/03/19 Auto Theft (Tampering) Guilty 4-years prison
St. Charles City PD
03/16/19 Stealing (Fenton) Warrant FTA
St. Louis CO PD
01/09/19 Tampering with Auto, Resist Arrest, Armed Crim Act St. Louis City PD
12/28/17 Felony Stealing Over $750 Guilty 1-year jail
St. Louis City PD
02/11/17 Fel Stealing O/$750 Resisting Arrest 2-years prison St. Peters PD
11/04/16 Receiving Stolen Property Guilty 111-dys jail
St. Louis City PD
11/05/01 Driving While Suspended Guilty 2-days jail
St. Louis City PD
10/24/01 Driving While Suspended Guilty 2-days jail
St. Louis City PD
Rozelle was also arrested 10 times for Riding Metro W/O Paying
He was sentenced to 4-years in prison on 08/20/19 which begs the question, “Why is he
free stealing?
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Janet Sophia Miraglia 36

09/06/20 Stealing (Mobil on the Run)
05/06/17 Peace Disturbance pending
09/24/17 Property Damage pending
01/12/15 Fel Drug Possession Guilty probation
01/06/15 Assault on LEO, Resisting arrest G 60-days jail
04/28/12 Felony Stealing Guilty 4-months jail
01/21/12 Leaving the Scene Acc Guilty 60-days jail
04/16/04 Armed Robbery, Auto Theft Guilty 5-yrs prison
Miraglia had several arrests for riding the Metro w/o paying

Chesterfield PD
Maplewood PD
Maplewood PD
Clayton PD
St. Louis City PD
Bel Ridge PD
St. Charles Co SO
Richmond Heights PD

20-3175: LARCENY-Wildhorse Creek Rd-2 suspects stole alcohol. Surveillance footage of
suspects provided; Case forwarded to Detective Bureau
20-3178: -CIT-Resident stated he wanted "His mind back", and was off his medications.
Paramedics determined he needed to be transported for psychiatric evaluation.
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 7, 2020
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MAJOR CASE CALLOUT- Detective Palozola and Officer Wood responded to Dellwood PD to
assist.

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2020

Delayed report

20-3189 - Fraud Report
Victim reported person/s unknown altered one of their checks and then deposited it
electronically for $1,700.00 dollars. The victim has no idea how or where the check was
obtained.

20-3190 - Identity Theft
Victim reported person/s unknown used his identity to apply for unemployment benefits. The
attempt however failed and he reported it to the government unemployment fraud division.
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Three chesterfield officers responded to Creve Coeur to assist with a large fight that broke out
at an embroidery shop. The situation was soon brought under control and the officers returned
without injuries or having to engage in the dispersal.
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2020

20-3205-Larceny/Fraud
The victim recently moved from Texas to a residence he thought he was renting located
in Ellisville. The victim paid an unknown person $1,800.00 for rent on line. Come to
find out, the home had been rented a long time ago by the owner to someone
else. The victim is currently staying at the Sonesta Suites in Chesterfield until he can
find another home to rent.
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20-3206-Domestic Dist.-Woodlake Village
The victim reported she was struck and punched several times by her 17 year old
boyfriend. The 17 year boyfriend resides with his grandparents. The victim was at the
residence to pick up items after the two broke up. The boyfriend was arrested and a
warrant was applied for through Municipal Court.
Tristen Dolnick, I 17 1XXX Woodlake Dr Chesterfield
09/09/20 Common Assault
pending
Chesterfield PD
07/08/20 Destruction of Prop, Poss of Marij, Resisting Arrest
Chesterfield PD

CHESTERFIELD CITY COUNCIL GETS ALMOST NOTHING DONE AT
WEDNESDAY’S MEETING. The agenda was light but that did not stop the Chesterfield
City Council dragging this meeting out for as long as they could.
The Emerald Ash Borer: There was discussion at the Planning and Public Works
Committee on finishing the last two years of the seven year plan of the removal of dead
or dying ash trees on city right of way on subdivision streets. The measure to accept the
entire proposal including the $340 (different) tree replacement with residents paying
$100, passed on a 3-to-1 vote with Michelle Ohley voting NO.
Now before the City Council there was more discussion with the big issue being that this
should not be approval until it is before the budget workshop. On the other hand the
point was made to pass the bill and it can be amended if the budget workshop decides
to cut some provisions. The vote was to continue the removing of the Ash borer
damaged trees. (This is a liability issue also. If a diseased tree falls and causes
damage of injury the city is libel.)
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$80,000 WORTH OF CLEAN AIR: The other item of long discussion was the

GPS Bipolar Ionization Air Purification System.
This was a proposal to install air filtering units to remove airborne partials, including
human micro-partials. Here are where the units would be installed.
7-Units at City Hall $41,599
1-Unit Public Works Garage $1,094
4-Units Amphitheater $2,059
2-Units Parks Maintenance building $7,388
5-Units at concessions stands $16,328
One councilperson raised concerns about air filter systems at the amphitheater and for
concession stands. I think the concession stands are important. You want the
employees safe, but you also don’t want residents buying food that is infected and will
make them seriously sick. This could be considered a liability issue.
This matter was also continued. Before the voice vote to continue the issue
Councilman Tom DeCampi did make a statement.
“Last meeting we were talking about raising taxes on our residents. Now we are talking
about spending $80,000. I’m against it.”
THE GRIZZLY ADAMS AWARD CHANGES HANDS:

Tom DeCampi 2020

Derek Grier 2015
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Dan Haggerty aka Grizzy Adams

Back in 2015 after Derek Grier was not running for reelection he began to grow a beard
and I started referring to him as “Grizzly Grier.” He now officially loses that title.
Councilman Tom DeCampi started growing a beard when the Covid-19 pandemic
closed things down in the middle of March. Now Tom clearly wins the Grizzly Adams
award.
Before the meeting could end Councilwoman Barb McGuinness got the floor and talked
about how Republic Services has had the city trash contract on a no-bid contract for 21
years. She then mentioned how they failed to pick up her yard waste and when called
instead of saying they would be out the next day, said they would get it “next week.”
McGuinness said more calls got the trash picked up the next day. There happened to
be a Republic staff attending the virtual meaning by phone and said she would look into
it and missed trash will always be picked up that next day.
BACKGROUND SCENES: Some people at the meeting have fake background pictures
on their video. This week I looked at the real background shots.

Office

Sitting room with oil painting

Home library

And the winner is

Work. It was a Wednesday so Barb was from the last Velvet Freeze in the World that
she owns and runs in Jennings. I have so many great memories of being at a number
of Velvet Freezes when I was growing up and a young adult.
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THIRD TIME IS A CHARM: Mayor Bob Nation has appointed Nathan Roach to
Planning Commission in 2016. He served nine months when Mayor Nation appointed
him to fill a Ward-4 Vacancy after Bruce DeGroot was elected to the Missouri House of
Representatives. Roach was defeated in 2018 by Michele Ohley. Now Nation has
again appointed him to the Planning Commission.
The Planning and Public Works Committee interviewed him on Thursday and voted 3-0
to send his nomination to the City Council. The one thing I remember about Roach
was that he was very quiet.

Nathan Roach 2017

Nathan 2020

A REPUBLICAN ASKING FOR MONEY ON LABOR DAY? Republican Derek Grier
(former City Councilman) sent out an email on Labor Day saying how much he has
done for labor and asking for $20. He doesn’t sound like a Republican.

Labor Day is a tribute to the American Worker.
I believe the American Dream is still alive and well. But, that dream could easily
slip away if we do not maintain a system of government that encourages,
supports, and enables hard work and its reward. In Missouri this year, I passed
the most comprehensive regulatory reform bill in the country, ensuring worker
freedoms are protected.
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There is a lot still to do, and I need your help to keep fighting.

Believe it or not, there are many who want to see me fail. They want me to lose
in November so I can't continue my work. Will you help me have a strong win
with a $20 donation today?
Please watch this video. I hope you will join me!

Please help me today with a $20 contribution...

Donate Now
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Grier is running against Helena Webb of Ballwin. There are a couple of differences
between the candidates. Webb is actually a Democrat who supports labor. Also
Webb believes in medicine and doctors. Grier is a Christian Scientist and a
graduate of The Principia School and Principia College where they believe pray is
better than medicine and doctors.

Helena Webb

CHRISTMAS TIME IS HERE…IF YOU SHOP AT COSTCO

28

Due to my wife and I trying to be good mask wearing people, trying to avoid the
pandemic and dying, we have been home a lot. I mean A LOT!

My wife the artist is known for her Christmas Cards. She used to draw the cards or use
watercolors. Now she is taking different scenes from old magazines she has collected
through the years and created unique Christmas Cards. Usually she is done by
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Thanksgiving. This year being sentenced to home for six months and counting, she
was done with the cards by Labor Day. Made me think of Costco. Every week we will
feature a few of these cards.
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MUSIC: Whip Cream is gone in this updated album cover:

CARTOONS:
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BASEBALL:

34

WARNING, WARNING, WARNING A number of readers have complained about all the
Trump editorial cartoons we post. Please face the facts, President Trump is the
Number 1 subject for editorial cartoonist. If Trump cartoon offend PLEASE STOP
READING NOW. We will attempt to place the few Biden cartoons at the end.
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THE BIDEN FILES:
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