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By John Hoffmann
November 12, 2014
MAYOR DALTON INCLUDES $25,000 FOR MILLIONAIRES AT THE
LAST MINUTE IN HIS $14.8-MILLION BUDGET WITH A $1.24-MILLION
DOLLAR DEFICIT: 2009 ended with Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton
laying off three employees. One was a police clerk, the other was the
newest hired police dispatcher who had outstanding evaluations and the
third was a single mother who had worked for the city for eight years.

At the same time Dalton announced the layoffs he and the board of aldermen gave a
$5,000 grant to the millionaires of the Bellerive Country Club Grounds after the
residents fixed up the subdivision entrance in July, before a resident held a wedding at
their home. Town and Country was firing employees but doling out $5,000 to rich
people. It was the height of Snoburbia. Ward-4 Alderman Phil Behnen saw nothing
wrong with it. (He was reelected in 2010 and 2012. He was not so fortunate in 2014.)

All this caused a classic Bill McClellan column in the December 13, 2009
Sunday Post-Dispatch that had an Ebenezer Scrooge theme.
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Scrooge crossroads in Town and Country
December 13, 2009 12:00 am • BILL McCLELLAN • bmcclellan@post-dispatch.com > 314340-8143
0
The thing about Jacob Marley was this - Ebenezer Scrooge liked him. At least, he respected him.
They'd been business partners, after all, and Scrooge had admired Marley's ability to remain
focused on the bottom line. So when the ghost of Marley visited Scrooge on that Christmas Eve
so long ago, Scrooge was at least willing to hear him out.
Unfortunately, Jon Dalton does not think so highly of John Hoffmann.
Dalton is the mayor of Town and Country. He is an attorney in the downtown firm of Lewis,
Rice & Fingersh. He is a registered lobbyist. In his re-election campaign this year, his slogan was
"Preserving Town and Country as a Premier Community through Effective, Dignified
Leadership."
His opponent was Hoffmann, a burly ex-cop who moved into Town and Country a couple of
years ago, won an aldermanic election by three votes and then ran for mayor promising to take
the word "prestigious" off the city's website.
Dalton won with 81 percent of the vote.
But that loss didn't stop Hoffmann. He publishes a newsletter in which he often makes fun of his
colleagues on the board. He takes a certain pride in being different.
"I'm a Democrat," he told me the other night. "There aren't many of us out here."
Hoffmann also makes sport of Town and Country's long-standing struggle to cope with its deer
population. The city's latest effort is a compromise of sorts in which 200 deer will be shot and an
equal number will be sterilized. Hoffmann favors only the first part of the equation.
"This is a public safety issue," he said. "Do you really care if the deer that crashes through your
windshield has had a hysterectomy?"
Now Hoffmann is trying to come to the aid of three Town and Country employees who are about
to be terminated. The budget that Dalton has proposed eliminates three positions - an office
assistant at the Municipal Center, a police dispatcher and a police records clerk.
All are women.
Hoffmann is outraged. "This is the way rich people treat their help. Throw good employees out
in the middle of a recession."
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He has proposed an alternative budget. He has found other things to cut. He thinks the aldermen
and the mayor ought to take pay cuts until the recession is over. Aldermen currently make $5,400
a year, and the mayor makes $6,000. He thinks other employees ought to forgo their scheduled 2
percent raise. All in all, his alternative budget includes about $150,000 in savings, which is
enough, he said, to save the three jobs.
I called Kristina Bequette Thursday night. She is the police dispatcher who will soon be out of a
job. Her husband is a firefighter in High Ridge. She left a job as a dispatcher in Jefferson County
to take the job in Town and Country in April 2008. She said she was notified of her termination
in November.
"I was flabbergasted," she said. "I really thought I'd found a home here." She said she didn't
know what she was going to do.
Kim Chrisman, the office assistant at the Municipal Center, sent an e-mail to the aldermen on
Thursday night.
"I have sat at the same desk for over eight years in the front office assisting the residents of
Town and Country," she wrote. "As an office assistant, I have many responsibilities and consider
myself to be a valuable employee. ... In this suffering economy, it will be difficult to find another
full-time job. I know of several people who have been out of work for months with no job
prospects. This is particularly frightening to me as I am a single mother."
I called Dalton at the law firm Friday morning, and his secretary told me he was out of town. He
called me later on his cell phone. He said the reception was good because he was on a ski lift.
"Decisions are going to be made in the best interests of the city. The story that Hoffmann is
trying to tell is that the city has a lavish budget and at the same time employees are being laid
off. The two are completely disconnected," Dalton said. "We're a guardian of the taxpayers'
dollars, and that's whether there are substantial reserves, which there are, or in tight budget
times."
The city presently has a reserve of about $12 million.
The final vote on the budget will be Monday night. Hoffmann doesn't hold out much hope. He
doesn't have many allies on the board.
That's a shame. He might be a little rough around the edges for Town and Country, but I think
his message is a good one. I am reminded of the exchange between Scrooge and Marley's ghost.
"But you were always a good man of business, Jacob," Scrooge said.
"Business! Mankind was my business," the ghost of Marley responded.
http://www.stltoday.com/news/scrooge-crossroads-in-town-and-country-stlsunday/article_0aeacc74-0ab1-54d3-8916-fdc85a62d8c4.html
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(The only problem with the column was Bill misquoted me. I did not say I was a Democrat (I am not...but
an Independent with Republican leanings) but said I was the closest thing to one on the Board of
Aldermen.)

Bill returned to see if the employees' jobs would be saved after I presented a reworked
budget that eliminated $100,000 in fat. The jobs were not saved and Alderman Fred
"Wind Bag" Meyland-Smith called the most read newspaper writer in St. Louis
"unprofessional." That created another column, this one two days before Christmas.

In search of elusive Christmas spirit
December 23, 2009 12:00 am • Bill McClellan • bmcclellan@post-dispatch.com > 314-3408143
Somewhere between London and the St. Louis suburb of Town and Country, the ghosts of
Christmas Past, Present and Future got lost.
Regular readers might recall that I tried to invoke those spirits earlier this month when Town and
Country announced that three employees were about to get the ax. All three were women. One
was a single mother who had been the receptionist at the Municipal Center for eight years.
That column appeared a week ago this past Sunday. The next night, the aldermen had a meeting.
I attended, hoping to see some sign that the same ghosts that once visited Ebenezer Scrooge had
visited the Town and Country aldermen and mayor.
No such luck.
Mayor Jon Dalton, a lawyer and a lobbyist, spoke first. He said he cares about every single
person he meets. He said he holds himself to high standards. He said he thought it was
despicable that personnel decisions were being debated in the newspaper.
Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith spoke. "We have an obligation to be stewards of the public
trust," he said.
That did not sound good for the employees.
That was at the working session prior to the regular meeting. As we filed into the auditorium for
the regular meeting, Meyland-Smith approached me. He expressed his displeasure with the fact
that in the first column, I had mentioned that Dalton was on a ski lift when he returned my call.
Where he was when he spoke with you had nothing to do with anything, Meyland-Smith said.
I thought it was interesting, I said.
Unprofessional, said Meyland-Smith.
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The regular meeting allows for public comment, and most of that had to do with the city's deer
problem. There are too many of them. Several people spoke in favor of the deer. One woman
referred to them as "God's gentlest creatures." The mayor mentioned that Meyland-Smith is
chairman of the deer management task force.
That did not sound good for the deer.
Derek Bequette spoke about the three employees who were scheduled to get the ax. His wife,
Kristina, is one of the three. She is a dispatcher with the police department.
Derek is a firefighter in High Ridge. He said there is a fire district in St. Louis County that used
to be considered a top district, but now nobody wants to work there because it has a reputation of
being unfair to its employees. You risk the same thing happening here, he said. He also
mentioned that Town and Country has a $12 million reserve.
Alderman John Hoffmann read into the record an e-mail from the receptionist. In the e-mail, she
pleaded with the aldermen to save her job.
Nobody seemed particularly moved.
Truth is, the other aldermen don't like Hoffmann. He's blue collar and proud of it. That kind of
reverse snobbery does not play well in Town and Country. I didn't help his cause in the first
column when I described him as a Democrat. "I'm an independent," he said.
Hoffmann then proposed an amendment to the budget, an amendment that would save the three
jobs. It was voted down 6 to 2.
Two? Had the spirit of Christmas gotten to somebody?
Apparently so. Alderman David Karney was the second vote, and after Hoffmann's amendment
failed, Karney proposed an amendment of his own. He suggested postponing the layoffs for six
months to give the employees a chance to look for new jobs. The idea was quickly shot down by
the other aldermen, and Karney withdrew it.
Instead, Dalton proposed a committee to look into the matter. He said that would be a
compassionate way to proceed.
Four aldermen were named to the committee - Karney, Meyland-Smith, Phil Behnen and Nancy
Avioli.
The committee met Monday. The members agreed to recommend to the full Board of Aldermen
that the board allocate funding to provide outplacement service to the three employees. Also,
Behnen said, companies in Town and Country had agreed to give interviews to the employees.
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Karney said he was disappointed. "I feel terrible for the employees. I thought this should have
been about doing the right thing for the employees instead of letting them go on short notice,
especially at this time of year."
So the Christmas spirit seems to have eluded Town and Country this year. That might be a good
thing. Reindeer wouldn't be safe anyway.
So now back in 2014 Dalton has the 2015 budget that is $1.24-million in the red but he
wants to hand out tax money from the ever shrinking reserve to rich people who don't
want to pay themselves to put in new plants or lights at the entrance of their subdivision.
There are many residents who don't even qualify for a Beautification Grant because
their house faces a major road and is not in a subdivision. That would be the case with
Alderwoman Gussie Crawford for instance. Government should provide services that
residents can't provide for themselves. Planting new scrubs at your subdivision
entrance isn't one of them.
If government handed out money like this to poor people some would call it socialism. If
you hand out to rich people you call it "Beautification Grants."

AS PREDICTED THE COUNTY ELECTION BOARD IS A DISASTER
AFTER GOV. NIXON'S TWO NEWEST APPOINTEES. Counting of votes
cast in St. Louis County was not started until three hours after the normal time of 7:00
pm when the polls are supposed to close. The reason was that the Election Board had
failed to supply enough paper ballots and in some cases paper for the electronic voting
machines to polling places all over the County, but especially in North St. Louis County.
People in line had not been able to vote for up to three hours.
This is just a matter of properly supplying polls, which the officials of the Election Board
failed to do.
If you remember earlier this year Governor Jay Nixon appointed lawyers John Maupin
and John King to Board of Elections. I could not believe it.
Maupin had been hired as the "hearing officer" for the 2013 Impeachment of Ellisville
Mayor Adam Paul. Throughout the proceeding Maupin made rulings in favor of the
people who hired him, the outgoing city council who were sitting as the jury and wanted
to get rid of Paul and his opposition to giving tax breaks for a Wal Mart development. It
was clear to non-partial observers that Maupin's rulings were violating the rights of Paul.
Maupin's rulings turned many of us non-partial observers into partial ones believing that
Paul was getting screwed.
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After Paul's impeachment and the immediate appeal to the courts, it took a judge to just
review one of Maupin's rulings to declare that Paul's constitutional rights had been
violated and voided the entire impeachment proceeding and further ordered Paul back
into office.

Maupin (left) while he was denying routine Constitutional rights in rulings to Ellisville Mayor Adam Paul.
Maupin was not seeing the light, but defending his illegal actions from the back of the Ellisville City
Council chambers before the court ruling that corrected the injustices he caused.

In the case of John King, a shill for developers, back in 2008 King was representing excon drug dealer Brian Marchant-Calsyn in obtaining a variance to put up a fence and
gate. Several neighbors objected and King wrote a letter threatening the neighbors to
sue them until the end of time if they complained about his client to city officials or at
public meetings. Nothing like threatening people trying to petition elected officials!

These two men, both Republicans, have shown very little interest in upholding people's
fundamental rights and have no business being on the Board of Elections, but Governor
Nixon thought otherwise.
Well they also have little ability to uphold citizens' rights to vote in an orderly manner,
when the Board of Elections did not have enough paper ballots and in some cases
enough paper for the electronic voting machines, causing some people to have to wait
three hours to vote. The County Board of Elections director Rita Days is under Maupin,
King and two Democratic members. The foul ups and delays occurred mostly in North
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County polling places which would likely help Republicans candidates if votes were not
cast.
Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat was warned by a number of people that he could do a lot
better in finding two Republicans to serve on the Election Board than these two
doofuses.

TOO LITTLE AND WAY TOO LATE: My wife voted at 10 am on Election Day. I
voted at 2 pm. Our mail arrived at 3:30 pm on that Tuesday. In the mail was the 16th
campaign mailer we have received from John "Million Dollar" Diehl. This went with the
two door hangers from Diehl giving us a total of 18 pieces of literature from the out-ofstate- special interests' favorite legislator and next speaker of the Missouri House.
Also in the mail that day was the only campaign flier we received from Diehl's opponent
Al Gerber. The front of the flier in bold letters was:

This is my only mailer.
Save trees - Save money

Let's face it Al's statement about saving trees is only partially true. Al is a kook, a far left
liberal Obamaite, who barely raised over $1,300 compared to Diehl's $300,000. This
shows what a total incompetent Al is...the fact the one mailing he could afford to send
out arrived after people had already voted. Most people did not expect Al to get 20% of
the vote, so if nothing else it was a sort of a victory when Diehl only got 67-percent of
the vote.
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REVENUES UP AND SPENDING BELOW FORECASTS CAUSING DEFICIT TO
DROP TO A MERE $1.9-M FOR 2014 Using our simple formula of taking the deficit at
the start of the budget year and then adding on additional cost overruns or new
spending we had the overall Town and Country deficit at $3,275,000 million.
However as we head toward the end of the year, using finance director Betty Cotner's
numbers that show slightly less spending and slightly more anticipated revenue that
number has moved to -$ 1,868,618.
However, Ms. Cotner using information we do not have access to shows an even lower
deficit of $1,406,714 by the end of the year.
This does not change the fact that the 2015 budget will start with a $1,215,000 deficit.
Town and Country department heads, especially Public Works Director Craig Wilde
usually add extra dollars in their annual budget requests in the event of unforeseen cost
overruns that often happen in construction. Some years the problems happen. Other
years there is money left over. 2014 appears to be one of those years.

TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE ACTIVITY FOR OCTOBER:
The following activity was reported by the police department during the month of
October:
Officer responded to a total of 1660 calls for service and wrote a total of 239 reports,
including:
99 Vehicle Crashes
27 Criminal Reports
22 Driving While Intoxicated arrests (3 Felony, 2 Misd, 17 ord)
50 Misc Arrests (Traffic charges, Fugitive charges, Failure to appear charges, etc)
557 Traffic citations issued (330 speeding)
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Police Activity Town and Country 2014 YTD
Jan - October
YEAR TO DATE JANUARY THROUGH OCTOBER:

Year to Date:
733 Vehicle Crashes
346 Criminal Reports
221 DWI arrests
487 Misc Arrests
5067 Traffic citations
3470 Speeding Citations

A Town and Country DWI arrest.
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DRACE PARK UPDATE: In an attempt to make this none historical log cabin more like
circa 1850 the rear addition that included running water, a kitchen sink and toilet has
been torn from the building. This two story cabin had been a guest house for people
visiting the Drace family.

This is the log cabin where the stones and logs were brought over from Conway Road
where the cabin was inside a house being torn down. The cabin is supposed to be
rebuilt by 1850 standards. I just don't remember reading about gasoline powered
compressors back in the 1850s.
11

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 98

November 13, 2014
FORMER MONARCH FIRE DISTRICT PRESIDENT HAD A SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP
WITH EMPLOYEE SHE PROMOTED: Sean Porter had been a firefighter and then a
Captain with the Monarch Fire Protection District since 1979 when he was promoted by
the Board of Directors to Battalion Chief in 2012 after the November 19, 2011 firing of
the fire district's command staff.
In a continuing lawsuit filed by three of those command officers, depositions were taken.
Those depositions included one taken on April 3, 2013 of Sean Porter.
In that deposition Porter stated he was not on a promotion list in 2010 or 2011. But he
was on a promotion list in 2012, apparently after he began a sexual relationship with
then District Fire Board President Kim Evans. Evans decided not to run for reelection in
2013 and former Missouri Senator Jane Cunningham defeated former Missouri State
Rep Cole McNary for the open seat. Robin Harris was then elected president of the
Board of Directors.

Kim Evans in 2009

Kim Evans as District President in 2012.
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Having covered the Monarch Fire Protection district for the last three years, I have to
say that I seriously doubt that any of the current board of directors (President Robin
Harris, Secretary Jane Cunningham and Treasurer Steve Swyers) are involved in
sexual relations with any employees...although Steve Swyer's son is a firefighter in
Maryland Heights and a member of Local 2665 and has been known to have some
Monarch firefighters and union reps out to dad's house in Wildwood to use the pool.)
SECOND OF TWO FEMALE FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDICS WHO SUED OVER
SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND DISCRIMINATION IS PROMOTED: Dana Buckley,
who was one of the four female firefighters who filed suited against Monarch Fire
Protection District in 2007 over sexual harassment and discrimination, which they won
in 2010 and again on appeal in late 2011, has been promoted to the rank of Captain.
Donna Kessler was also involved in the suit and had been promoted to a Paramedic
Captain sometime ago. Both women were awarded $200,000 by a jury that found in
their favor. Buckley has been with the district since 2001 and Kessler since 1995. Two
other female firefighters in the suit, Donna Weiss and Kathleen Kraus did not receive a
jury award and are no longer with the Fire District.

Donna Kessler (left) and Dana Buckley (right)

It was interesting at the last Monarch Board meeting that Assistant Fire Chief Cary
Spiegel had recommended Buckley for the promotion stating that after testing she was
on the top of his list. Those remarks were echoed by Interim Fire Chief Chuck
Marsonette. Spiegel had been fired with all the command staff in November of 2011
after the Court of Appeals upheld the Circuit Court jury's verdict and judgment. He was
rehired by the new board. Donna Kessler spoke out to the media being in opposition to
the rehiring of Spiegel.
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I have never been at odds with the jury decision. Part of the allegations included
women firefighters having their equipment vandalized which could have led to serious
injuries at a fire scene.
I have no argument with holding the command staff responsible. The women thanked
Local 2665 for their support. However, the damaged equipment was not being done by
deputy fire chiefs sneaking into fire stations in the middle of the night. It was being done
by rank and file members of the fire district and local 2665. The supervisors the women
complained to were captains, who didn't seem to be able to stop the harassment or
identify the people doing it. These people were also members of local 2665 and many
got promoted after the command staff was fired, but they were responsible for the
hostile work place as much as anyone. Frankly some of these people should have been
fired too. Other unfair actions such as scheduling and failing to find a way to protect the
women were clearly at the feet of the command staff.
Dana Buckley had to return to court after the promotion list she was already on was
thrown out by the new fire board, who wanted their own promotion process. This
violated the terms of the labor contract in effect in 2012 and 2013. The latest lawsuit
appeared to be a loser for the Board of Directors both in court and in the court of public
opinion. The court ruled in favor of the firefighters.

SORE LOSERS...SAFETY BEFORE PROFITS WINS OUT AT
CHESTERFIELD CITY COUNCIL MEETING: "You don't have to wonder one
second why people hate government," was the comment made by one of the paid reps
and consultants for Energy Marketing on the parking lot of the Chesterfield City Hall
after the November 3 City Council meeting.
Members of the disgusted group were all toadies for Steve Madras the owner of the
small 5-pump gas station on Chesterfield Airport Road at Olive, an area known as the
Wedge operating under Engery Marketing, LLC. Madras wants to put in a convenience
store, gas station with 24 pumps, a car wash and a retail building for five 2,000 square
foot business locations.
If you remember from past newsletters, this group came to one Planning and Public
Works Committee meeting with a modified plan they said was their final comprise.
When all the members of the committee didn't care for the plan, they reached into a
briefcase and pulled out the a different final plan (see below), showing all how their
opening statement had been nothing more than a lie.
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The majority of the members of the City Council thought the right in and right out
entrance at the west end of the property was too close to the intersection with Olive and
wanted it eliminated. Cars going west on Chesterfield Airport Road could turn into the
property but could not turn left to leave at the same entrance location. The majority of
the council also thought the full access at the east end of the property on Chesterfield
Airport Road was too dangerous to allow left turns out and wanted cars going west on
Chesterfield Airport Road to exit the back of the lot and then use the stoplight at Olive.
There were five speakers for Energy Marketing, LLC and all repeated themselves
saying the same things over and over. City Administrator Mike Herring would advise
the first three speakers that their time to speak had expired. (This is normally 3-minutes
and was expanded to five for these speakers and then ignored.) Then Mayor Bob
Nation would give them more time.
The first speaker was Dave Teeman, a design guy, who began speaking against having
a median that would prohibit left turns from the gas stations back out onto Chesterfield
Airport Road. The theme of the night was that St. Louis County Highway Department
(Chesterfield Airport Road is a County road) ONLY requires EITHER a median or a
"pork-chop" raised traffic control device at the driveway entrance, not both.
Most council persons were concerned with the thought of drivers trying to avoid the No
Left Turn restrictions from the station by attempting to make U-Turns in the middle of
the road.
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The Lie: Next up was Brad Goss, a lawyer, who started things off with what some
might consider a lie and others might call spin.
"The goal here is to replace a very old and tired building," said Goss who started off with
this 15-minute speech.
Of course this is not the case at all. The goal here is for Energy Marketing to make a lot
of money.

Goss

trying to spin things away from reality.

Goss said the designs currently wanted by Energy Marketing should be accepted and
then changes can be made if accidents warrant it. In other words he was suggesting
that the council wait until there are some serious or fatal accidents before thinking about
the public's health, safety and welfare in their decision.
This guy could write a novel: Goss was followed by the company's traffic engineer
Dustin Riechman, who expanded on a theme that traffic at the gas station, convenience
store, car wash and retail stores would remain constant over the years. Of course this
is ridiculous, since the property is located near the very popular St. Louis Premium
Outlet Mall.
"Are you saying if built today, it is your assumption your station will be operating at its
capacity in 2014. You won't increase business between 2014 and 2024, asked an
unbelieving Councilman Barry Flachsbart.
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Flachsbart laid out his credentials to Riechman. Besides being a professor at UM-Rolla,
Flachsbart has an educational background in engineering at MU and at MIT.
"I do understand traffic studies," said Flachsbart. "None of this sounds very safe," he
said as he began holding an oversized map of the project area and asking Riechman
questions.
NEXT UP THE OWNER: The guy behind Energy Marketing, LLC, Steve Madras spoke
and prolonged the evening and and wasted another 15 minutes of everyone's life. By
now the city administrator didn't bother telling speaker's their time had expired.
Madras read from cards and repeated every point made by the prior three speakers.
When he was done, Councilwoman Connie Fults, who usually sides with most
developers in Ward-4 took exception with Madras.
"Now you have five pumps, but you are going to have 24 pumps. Do you have a car
wash now? No, you don't," said Fults. "When there are serious accidents the citizens
don't track down the developer's traffic engineer or the the developer. They call the City
and ask, "Why did you allow such a dangerous condition?"
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Fults is staring hard while questioning
Steve Madras.

Lastly they had to hear from a salesman: John Geiss was the fifth and final person
to speak and he took a right wing approach accusing the Council of stomping on the
rights of a small businessman.
"We bought this property thinking there would be five access points," said Geiss. "Limit
access affects the success of a store. Almost everything else on Chesterfield Airport
Road has full access." (Not is not even close to being true)
These remark brought about a heated lecture by Councilman Dan Hurt.
"When we were going to develop Chesterfield Valley, citizens told us they never want to
see another Manchester Road, said Hurt. "State traffic engineers said, 'you are the
front line to stop that from happening. We can't stop that.'"
"After the flood (1993 Missouri river flood) all the restaurants (In Chesterfield Commons)
wanted access from Chesterfield Airport Road. We didn't give it to them. Now most
every exit (from the shopping area) has a left turn light." said Hurt.
"Our job is not to worry about how much money you make. It is about the health and
safety of the people," said Hurt.

19

Dan Hurt commenting to Mike Casey before he gave a lecture to the developer.

Boy councilman and longtime friend of all developers, Derek Grier made a motion to
remove the access restrictions from the bill. Grier works in real estate development.
There was a pause as no one was going to second the motion, when Councilman Bruce
DeGroot spoke up with a second.
"I'm not one to automatically side with developers," said Grier, while his voting records
over the the last three years have said otherwise. "We need to measure the flow versus
the risk. There are no indicators of a safety concern that affects access and flow," said
Grier.

Boy Councilman Derek Grier

DeGroot, a corporate lawyer, did an interesting about face from a year ago. Last year
at the Public Safety Committee meeting DeGroot expressed the ACLU type of concern
over the police using cameras attached to patrol cars that reads license plate and alerts
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the officer if the car is stolen or wanted in connection with a crime. DeGroot expressed
concerned that the straight laced Chesterfield Police would excessively patrol black
neighborhoods with the license plate reader. That begged the question, "What black
Chesterfield neighborhoods?"
Now DeGroot has seconded a motion to disregard amendments to zoning bill
concerning with public safety. DeGroot was taking more of a Tea party position, when
he made the statement, "It's a matter of fairness."

The motion to remove the amendments failed on a 2-to-6 vote. Interestingly when the
bill with the amendments restricting turns was voted on both DeGroot and Grier, who
thought the bill was unfair, voted for it. It passed 7-to-1. The one no-vote came from
senior Councilman Barry Flachsbart, who has stated in the past that he is against more
gas stations in Chesterfield Valley which is a flood plain and was totally underwater in
1993 during a Missouri River flood. The levee had been improved but the area is still a
flood plain. There is another gas station convenience store in the pipeline to be located
across the street from this one. Another one has just been approved two blocks to the
east.
YOU DON'T HAVE TO WONDER ONE SECOND WHY PEOPLE HATE
GOVERNMENT...was what the developer's people were saying after the meeting. But it
is hard to hate people even if you think they may be over regulating when they are
doing so in an effort to protect the safety of the public.
A MATTER OF FAIRNESS: It would be one thing to give a spokesman for Market
Energy 15 minutes to make a presentation, but to give five people unlimited time while
citizens/residents/taxpayers are told to shut up after speaking three minutes seems to
be unfair.

21

NO RESPECT...ITS TOUGH BEING THE MAYOR: Here is what mayor Bob Nation
was met with sitting in his seat when he arrived for the agenda meeting before the
November 3 Council meeting. When I first arrived I recommended that maybe he (the
skeleton) go easy on the new diet.

LOOKING FOR ANOTHER CHARGE BESIDES "OPERATING A BUSINESS
WITHOUT A LICENSE"...ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR MORE "LITTERING"
CONVICTIONS: Chesterfield Police Chief Ray Johnson was asking the Public Safety
Committee to approve a bill and pass it along to the full Council for approval. The bill
would create a city ordinance violation of "Prostitution."
Chief Johnson explained the problem being that once or twice a year a hotel would
make a complaint about a woman possibly operating as a prostitute, advertising on
social media, renting a room for the weekend and meeting clients. He said that after an
arrest was made detectives would apply for a warrant charging the person with
prostitution or customers for patronizing prostitution at the County Prosecutor's Office.
Often lawyers at the prosecutor's office would cite a heavy case load, refuse to issue an
arrest warrant and send the case back to Chesterfield suggesting they file charges in
Municipal Court.
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Chief Ray Johnson explaining at a Public Safety Committee
meeting how the police need a local ordinance to help them put their hand on any prostitution complaints.

While most cities with hotels and apartments have prostitution ordinances the City of
Chesterfield does not. The committee voted 4-0 to send the bill to the City Council for
action.

A Minnesota single mom (above) used social media to advertise herself for sex. Most prostitution cases
in Chesterfield according to the police involve women advertising on the web for trysts at local hotels.

Of course by passing a prostitution ordinance only means that Chesterfield City
Prosecutor Tim Englemeyer will have that many more new cases he can reduce to
"littering" with a $500 fine. Englemeyer and city judge, Rick "Let m Loose" Brunk have
teamed up to make Chesterfield a capital of people convicted of "Littering."

PA Tim Englemeyer and Judge Rick Brunk have teamed up to make Chesterfield a top city for serial
litterers, but refusing to prosecute people for what they are actually charged with.
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EXCESSIVE DOGS AND CATS PROMPTS A NEW ORDINANCE REQUEST: At the
Public Safety Committee meeting on November 5 Police Chief Ray Johnson explained
the problem and while requesting a ban on more than four dogs or any combination of
six dogs and cats in a residential area. In the past the police enforced people having
too many dogs or cats using the kennel ordinance which requires a kennel license for
more than four dogs or more than six dogs or cats.
Johnson patiently explained that since the kennel ordinance only allows kennels in
commercial or industrial zone areas the city's prosecutor and judge have said you can't
use it in residential areas. Chief Johnson wrote a bill that has exactly the same
restrictions as the kennel ordinance but also applies to residential areas. You would
think this would be a no brainer, but there was 30 minutes of discussion.
"This is an issue we have dealt with constantly," said Chief Johnson.

Councilman Mike Casey, who isn't on the committee, asked if you could have more
animals if you had more acreage. This caused Boy Councilman Derek Grier, who is
also a land developer, to pipe up that he wants it to have more animals for more
acreage.
It was then pointed out to Grier, that a house could have five acres behind it but be
merely 20 feet away from a house next door.
A woman's whose dog was killed by an aggressive dog that was at large and from a
pack of 10 dogs owned by a neighbor was at prior Council meeting. This was a return
visit by her. Councilman Dan Hurt then and again pointed out her dog was also off of
her property.
Hurt complained that the bill only allows a litter of puppies for up to four months as an
exception. He thought that should be increased to six months.
No one even mentioned cat hoarders which can force a house to be condemned and
affect property values in the neighborhood.
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However, the committee voted to send the bill on to the full council on a 4-0 vote.

RESIDENT COMPLAINS ABOUT COMMERCIAL GRADE FIREWORKS BEING
SHOT OFF IN HIS SUBDIVISION: Todd Williams was at the Public Safety Committee
meeting with a real concern. Williams is a trustee of the Claymont Woods subdivision
and his concern is that a specific resident is shooting off large commercial fireworks
from his backyard.
"Mr. Tedesco (Jason Tedesco of 15109 Woodsbluff Drive) shoots off huge fireworks
barrages over our homes. He has no training or license to set powerful fireworks, said
Williams.

Here are two photos of house burned down on July 4th this year due to illegal fireworks, one in Oregon
and the other in Colorado.

Williams complains that these are not cases involving bottle rockets or firecrackers, but
large firework shells being launched that frighten residents. He complains that the
police have not been able to stop Tedesco.
Police Chief Ray Johnson immediately defended the department saying how officers
responded to these types of calls immediately.
It seems to me the police need to do better documentation and if they can pinpoint an
address through heavy firework smoke hanging in the air or information provided by
neighbors (even the ones who don't want to testify) and have a computer data base so
when they get these calls they know exactly where to head or where they can sit nearby
and watch on the 4th of July or New Years Eve. It does require taking some notes and
entering them in a computer database...something a lot of cops hate to do on what they
perceive as minor calls.
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CHESTERFIELD POLICE PROPOSE A TEXTING WHILE DRIVING BAN: Regular
readers of this newsletter know that back in 2008 I introduced a bill in Town and
Country that would make using a cell phone in any manor while driving illegal. In 2008
New York State, Maryland, Washington, DC and California all had outright bans on
using cell phones while driving. Almost all of Europe and Asia had similar bans.
Now Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Nevada, New Jersey, Oregon, Vermont,
Washington and West Virginia have joined them and have banned any use of a cell
phone while driving.
What has Missouri done? Within months of my bill being defeated the Missouri
Legislature passed a law outlawing cities and counties from legislating any bans on cell
phone voice use. They then banned anyone under 21 from texting and driving. Of
course those under 21 are probably the most proficient at texting.

However there was a loop hole which allows cities and counties to ban texting while
driving. Chesterfield wants to join a number of other cities in the region that have
banned all drivers from texting and driving.
Police Chief Ray Johnson admitted that it can be hard to prove since someone could be
dialing their cell phone for a voice call that an officer sees punching on a phone. But he
added it would be an aid in serious and fatal auto accidents so police can use the
ordinance as a reason to get a warrant for cell phone records of drivers.
Chief Johnson also mentioned many drivers will simply comply if they know it is now
against the law, which would make the roads safer. "This would heighten awareness
and show the city's support for this ban," said Johnson.
Only Boy Councilman Derek Grier had something to add. He wanted the police
department staff to find out what kind of impact this would have on insurance rates
when someone was convicted of this. So much for the overall safety of the public, as
Grier appears to be more concerned about the pocketbook of the stupid few.
HOW ABOUT A NO TEXTING DURING CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS ORDINANCE?
For some time I have notice several councilpersons who leave their cell phones and Iphones on during meetings and appear to be reading emails and texting. It can be
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difficult to get a good picture with them sitting on the dais. It could just be them falling
asleep.
However at a special Saturday morning meeting, where folding tables were places out
for the council in front of the dais (covered in our next newsletter) we heard Councilman
Dan Hurt's phone go off and then watched him hold the phone in his lap while he texted.

Perhaps when Mayor Bob Nation gavels a meeting to order he could also tell council
members to turn off their cell phones.
FOOD: LESTER'S IN CHESTERFIELD IS CLOSED FOREVER: Sunday November
2 was the last day Lester's in Chesterfield was open. On November 3, Lester's on
Clayton Road just east of Baxter Road closed forever after six years in business. The
reason given by staff answering the phone at the original Ladue location was "It just
wasn't doing as well as expected."
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Here is what Lester's had on their website:
The Chesterfield location of Lester’s has closed. A special Thank You! to all of our loyal customers who
have visited us for the last 6 years. Please visit our Ladue and Central West End locations.

Here is what is on the door:

It is hard to image this Chesterfield Lester's not making money, judging by the number
of cars on the lot every time I would drive by. If there is one thing that may have hurt
Lester's it would be the popularity of the new Circle 7 Ranch restaurant and tap room a
little east on Clayton Road.
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On Thursday November 6 I drove past Lester's at 11:45 am and saw lots of cars on the
lot. People were arriving for lunch only to find the place closed. I returned at 12:15 pm
and there were still cars arriving on the lot and others leaving and people walking back
to their cars shaking their heads.

The white Mazda with the backup lights on had three men who just returned from the closed sign on the
front door of Lester's.

LUNCH AT DUFFY'S: It was a trio for a weekday lunch at Duffy's on Clayton Road at
Woods Mill Road in front of the Schnucks store. I was joined as usual by Jean Whitney,
former Patch.com editor and also by a reader of this newsletter.

It was the first really cold day of the fall and no one sitting outside, except one man with
his dog. We went back to the rear dining area which was roomy and quiet compared to
the hustle and bustle of the bar area.
Duffy's is known for having a pretty good burger and good bar pizza. For this meal we
skipped the pizza and our guest ordered a burger although it was not your usual type.
Jean and I headed to different areas of the menu. We started with the soups of the day,
Potato for Jean and Black Bean and Steak for me. We did not look at the menu for the
soups and our waitress told us the soup was $2.95 for a cup. This would change later.
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Jean's Potato soup was hearty but Jean said the flavor was bland, without the
homemade taste. My Black Bean and Steak tasted like it got dumped out of can and the
"steak" resembled the little pieces of nondescript meat found in Campbell condensed
soup.

Our guest was eating healthy and ordered a plain burger ($9.00) with nothing...no
cheese, no lettuce, no tomato, no onion, no mayo...just plain along with a side of
cottage cheese. Once the burger arrived, she ditched the bun and ate it with a knife and
fork. This isn't the type of burger a bar and grill takes a picture of to promote its burgers,
but our guest had good things to say about the plainest of burgers.
She said it came "medium" and not "medium-well" as ordered, but was delicious and
very juicy.

Jean went with the Chicken Walnut Salad sandwich ($9.75) that came with fries. She
said the flavor was good after overcoming too much mayo in the mix. Unlike lunch a
week earlier at the Country Club where the fires were stone cold, Duffy's fries were hot.
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The tomatoes on the chicken salad looked like the January hot house variety and not
October "pre first frost of the year" ones.

I went with the French Dip ($9.95) and the waffle fries (50-cent up-charge). The
highlight of the French Dip was that it was served on a Aisiago roll with cheese baked in
the top of the roll. The roast beef was average and frankly I get a tastier French Dip at
Sasha's on DeMun in Clayton every Wednesday night. But the waffle fries were great,
with a wonderful taste and very filling. I'm a fat guy and I could not eat them all.

When the checks arrived the soups were $3.95 and not the $2.95 as stated by the
waitress. We asked to see menu again and $3.95 was the price on the menu. She
apologized, saying there was a price increase but she was unaware the soups went up.
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She offered "to see" if she could reduce the bill, but we declined. For $2 it gave me
something else to write about.
THANKSGIVING: Here is an interesting offer I notice when I stopped at Charlotte's Rib
the other day to pick up some potato salad to take home. They are offering to smoke
your Thanksgiving Turkey for $1 a pound. Instead of buy a smoked turkey at $5 a
pound...go to Schnucks and buy a regular turkey for $1.49 a pound fresh or 95-cents a
pound frozen. Then take it to Charlotte's Rib at Clayton Road and Kehrs Mill and have
it smoked for $1 pound. You end up saving lots.
MUSIC: ON SATURDAY IT WAS ANITA AND FRIENDS AT IL BEL LAGO: Saturday
night I stopped by the Il Bel Lago Italian restaurant at 11631 Olive in Creve Coeur. Anita
Rosamond who had been at Talayna's in Chesterfield on Friday moved east on Olive to
IL Bel Lago on Saturday. She was joined by Jerry Moser and Sunny Friedman. The last
hour of the three-hour set had the bar packed.

Sunny Friedman, who along with her late husband owned the Playboy Club on Lindell, belts out a
Streisand number. I think it might be in Anita's contracts that shows in bars end with a rousing rendition
of New York, New York. Here are Rosamond, Moser and Friedman singing as an instrumental
soundtrack plays.

DON'T TRIP OVER THE JAZZ MUSICIANS: If you happen to stop by Sasha's on a
Wednesday night between 8:30 and 11:30 try not to trip over the jazz musicians, they
are getting hard enough to find. Jim Manley and company have been moved from the
middle of the the long shotgun room to the front by the doors. The music sounds great
after the move, but you have to wonder what it will be like on a 10-degree night in
January night working next to the door.
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CARTOONS:
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