Doorack Update May 22 2017
JOSH HAWLEY’S DOESN’T THINK HIDING LEASES OR VOTING TO KEEP THEM
FROM THE PUBLIC IS A SERIOUS VIOLATION OF THE SUNSHINE LAW: After
investigating the Doorrack lease deal where it was decided by then City Administrator
Michael Herring with the knowledge of the entire City Council not to post minutes of the
10-year $800,000-plus lease deal, for a vacant lot with no plans for its use, from the
public, I filed a complaint with the Missouri Attorney’s General Office. This seemed to be
a very strong case. I guess I was wrong. Here is a letter I sent back to Hawley:
John W. Hoffmann
13309 Manor Hill Road
Town and Country, Missouri 63131
(314) 835-0751
E-Mail: johnhoffmann@charter.net

May 22, 2017
Hon. Josh Hawley, Attorney General
Missouri Attorney General's Office
P.O. Box 899
Jefferson City, MO 65102
Non-Responsive Response to Serious Sunshine Law Complaint
Dear. Mr. Hawley,
On January 10, 2017 I sent an open records complaint to your office. This was a very
serious complaint, not about one or two non-posted meetings, but how for seven years
elected officials and city staff hid from the public real estate an $800,000-plus lease
documents for a vacant lot. They voted to keep the documents at the city attorney’s
office in Clayton, MO so the documents would not be at city hall for anyone to find.
Here is the opening paragraph of my letter.
“Missouri Attorney General's Office
Missouri Open Records/Sunshine Complaint Unit
P.O. Box 899
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Madam or Sir:
This is an official complaint against the:
City of Chesterfield, Missouri
The complaint involves how the City of Chesterfield intentionally hid since March of
2009 until November of 2016 the vote to lease property known as the Doorack Property
at the intersection of Old Chesterfield Airport Road and Baxter Road, the minutes of the
vote and the lease itself. “
I had no complaints that the records were not released in November of 2016. My
complaint was they were hidden from 2009 to 2016. The 2-year statute of limitations on
this violation should not have started until November 2016 when the records were finally
produced.
I received a response from your staffer Casey Lawrence saying the complaint was
closed. How can you simply close a complaint about a city attorney (now an associated
circuit judge), a mayor (now the head of Metro Transit) who were intentionally hiding
public records and violating State Law along with an entire City Council in Chesterfield?
It appears that Ms. Lawrence’s main function in your office is to close or unfound
complaints and not to take action on serious violations.
She enclosed a response from the City Attorney of Chesterfield that never addressed
the main heart of the complaint, which was the seven year cover-up beginning on March
2009 and lasting until November 2016. His response dealt with someone else’s
complaint on a totally different issue and on a side matter that occurred after November
of 2016. He ever addressed any defense or made any admission to the intentional
hiding for public records for seven years.
He stated the documents were released in November of 2016. However he NEVER
explained why they were hidden from the public for seven years!
I supported your candidacy and voted for you. If your office gives tacit approval to
elected officials and high ranking city staffers to violate the Missouri Open Records law,
I will never be able to support you again.
If you don’t respond to this, it will be fine. I will simply know that it is business as usual
from the Koster Administration to the Hawley Administration.

Yours truly,
John Hoffmann
For the entire letter from Hawley’s office and the non response from Chesterfield City
Attorney go to our website homepage at http://johnhoffmann.net
The January 10, 2017 complaint:

John W. Hoffmann
13309 Manor Hill Road
Town and Country, Missouri 63131
(314) 835-0751
E-Mail: johnhoffmann@charter.net

January 10, 2017

Missouri Attorney General's Office
Missouri Open Records/Sunshine Complaint Unit
P.O. Box 899
Jefferson City, MO 65102
Madam or Sir:
This is an official complaint against the:
City of Chesterfield, Missouri
The complaint involves how the City of Chesterfield intentionally hid since March of
2009 until November of 2016 the vote to lease property known as the Doorack Property
at the intersection of Old Chesterfield Airport Road and Baxter Road, the minutes of the
vote and the lease itself.
The City Council of Chesterfield finally voted to release the documents and records 7
1/2 years later on November 7, 2016.

We have attached newly released documents that show then city administrator Michael
Herring, then mayor John Nations and then city attorney (and now judge) Rob Heggie
kept the vote from appearing in City Council minutes that were available to the public.
This was a clear violation of the Missouri Open Records Law.
Further per the advice of City Attorney Rob Heggie, the actual lease involving payments
in excess of $80,000 a year for rent and taxes of a vacant lot was not kept with
documents open to the public at City Hall. Instead the lease was kept at Heggie's law
office in an effort for the city to claim the document was part of an attorney-client
privilege. This was also a gross violation of the Missouri Open Records Law.
While this overt violation of the Missouri Open Records Sunshine Law began on March
16, 2009, it did not become known to the public until November 16, 2016 when an
ongoing Sunshine Open Records request made on November 8, 2016 was complied
with. This was done after a 4-4 vote of the City Council on November 7, 2016. (The tie
was broken by Mayor Bob Nation voting to release the documents.)
Statute of Limitations should not begin to run until November 16, 2016 when the records
from 2009 were finally made public and the illegal activity was publicly known.
I am filing this as a reporter who attempted to obtain public documents for the public's
information and knowledge. The fact that ongoing mayors and city councils and city
attorneys continued to hide public records associated with vote and lease is a violation
of the Open Records Law and a clear detriment to the public being fully informed of city
council and government actions.
Respectfully filed,

John Hoffmann

attachments
1) Summary of March 16, 2009 city council meeting Executive Session where the city
administrator Michael Herring reports without naming the substance or title of the Bill
No. 2897 and how it passed. Herring wrote, "Details to be provided to the appropriate
individuals" keeping this document and government action secret from the public.

2) A "confidential" Executive Session (closed to the public) Chesterfield City Council
meeting minutes on February 23, 2011 where it became clear that a lease between the
City of Chesterfield and the Doorack family was not being kept at City Hall but at the law
office of city attorney Rob Heggie. The document also has Heggie recommending the
lease remain at his office so the public would not have access to it at City Hall.
3) A Missouri Open Records Sunshine request made to the Chesterfield city clerk on
November 8, 2016. The request included all meeting minutes concerning the Doorack
Property Lease. I received 325 pages of documents, but did not receive a copy of the
actual vote to release the records taken on November 7, 2016.
4) The response of the city clerk on November 16, 2016 that the records were available
for pickup.
5) Another Missouri Open Records Sunshine Request dated December 6, 2016 asking
for documents from 2016 that were not provided with our November 8, 2016 request.
6) A December 15, 2016 email from the Chesterfield Ast. City Clerk reference
documents and charges connected with my December 6, 2016 Open Records Records.
7) An email from me to the Ast. City Clerk asking about (known) records that were not
provided in response to my December 6, 2016 Open Records Request.
8) A response to my inquiry about missing public records not provided with my
December 6, 2016 Open Records request dated December 30, 2016 from Chesterfield
City Attorney Chris Graville, admitting a number of records that should have been
provided were not.
9) From November 7, 2016 the minutes of the Closed Executive Session City Council
Meeting of November 7 and the vote to release the records which dated back to
November of 2008.

The May 17, letter and enclosed response from Chesterfield City Attorney Chris
Graville.

