DRUNKS AND THIEVES Summer 2017 Part 3 July 31, 2017

By John Hoffmann

MENTALLY DISTURBED ADULT SON PISSED AT MOM ALMOST BURNS DOWN
APARTMENT BUILDING: The police report by Chesterfield Officer Thompson is o
good, I would just post it here, but it is too long. Here is the story in a condensed
version.
Joshua LaRose, 19, was living in an apartment unit with his mother Jody at 1166
Vespasian Way in Chesterfield. Joshua reportedly had some mental health issues, drug
abuse issues and since January of 2016 was on probation for a felony Burglary First
Degree committed in Kirkwood.
Here are the first two paragraphs of Officer Thompson's report:

It turns out the son was the one with the mental issues. Here is what happened again
from the police report:
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It was easy to determine who had set the fire. Agains from the police report:

Eventually Joshua admitted starting the fire. He was arrested for Arson (Knowingly
Burning). Also drugs were found in his car. He had been involved in two accidents, one
in St. Louis and the other in Sunset Hill earlier that morning.
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Here is part of LaRose's arrest record we could find:
07/15/15
12/10/15
01/07/16
05/26/16
05/26/16

Attempted Burglary
Stealing/Shoplifting
Speeding/Possession of Marijuana
Following Too Closely (Accident)
Arson (Knowingly Burning)

Kirkwood PD
Creve Coeur PD
Sunset Hills PD
Chesterfield PD

OUTCOME: LaRose pled guilty to the Knowingly Burning Charge. This also revoked
his Burglary probation. He was sentenced to 4-years in prison with an order for special
mental treatment. (This first appeared in our Ex Alderman Newsletter #258 from
January 2, 2017)
37-YEAR-OLD GETS FIRST ARREST FOR SHOPLIFTING A CELL PHONE AT
BEST BUY: Nicolae Goga, 37, of O'Fallon Missouri was arrested at the Best Buy Store
in Chesterfield Valley on Wednesday May 18, 2016 at 4:18 for Stealing. Goga was
trying the "Old Take the Cell Phone Out of the Box and Into Your Pocket" trick but store
security was onto him.
For a guy born in 1978 Goga looked older than 37.
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This was a pretty uncomplicated case. Goga was stopped by store employees and
Officer Sosuh of the Chesterfield Police responded and arrested him.
OUTCOME: Goga's attorney moved the case to the Associated Circuit Court in Clayton
where on August 11, 2016 Goga pled guilty to attempting to steal a $99.99 cell phone
and charger. He was fined $250 or 2 1/2 times the value of the phone. For a change
there was no reduction of the charge to "littering." (This first appeared in Ex Alderman
Newsletter 261 on January 16, 2017)
45-YEAR-OLD CHECK FRAUD ARTIST USED MULTIPLY ACCOUNTS TO KITE
CHECKS. LATEST FELONY CHESTERFIELD CASES IS MORE PROBATION
TERMS: Jennifer Stauffer, 45, of Sullivan, Missouri (before that O'Fallon, MO and on
Conway Road and Westmeade in Chesterfield) had become well known for her check
frauds at area banks, but that did not stop her from using six new accounts at three or
more banks plus copies of payroll checks from a job she used to hold at a school in
Chesterfield. The banks included Heartland, First Bank and US Bank.

Here is part of Stauffer's arrest and civil court records we were able to put together.
10/24/01
07/18/04

09/19/05
01/30/06

Default judgment $5,674 May Department Stores St. Louis Co Courts
Felony Forgery Checks
Des Peres DPS
08/17/07 Pled Guilty placed on probation
03/02/09 Probation revoked sentenced to 7-years prison
Civil judgment of $964.
St. Louis County Courts
Felony Forgery Checks
Creve Coeur PD
08/17/07 Pled Guilty placed on 5-year probation term
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02/26/06
03/06/06

03/08/06

03/23/06

07/12/06
08/10/06
09/19/07

05/20/08
05/21/12
05/25/12
06/06/12
06/13/12
07/07/13
05/26/15
05/28/15
01/27/16
02/05/16
02/14/16

03/02/09 Probation revoked sentenced to 7-years in prison
Felony Bad Check
Ladue PD
08/17/07 Pled Guilty sentenced to 7-years prison
3-Counts Felony Forgery
Clayton PD
08/17/07 Pled Guilty placed on 5-year probation term
03/02/09 Probation revoked sentenced to 7-years prison
5-Counts Felony Bad Checks
Chesterfield PD
08/17/07 Pled Guilty placed on a 5-year probation term
03/02/09 Probation Revoked sentenced to 7-years prison
Misdemeanor Passing Bad Check
St. Charles Co Sheriff
02/27/08 Pled Guilty SIS Probation
06/25/08 Probation revoked sentenced to 6 months jail
Felony Passing Bad Check
Stone Co Sheriff's Office (Galena)
10/14/09 Pled Guilty sentenced to two years in prison
Forgery
O'Fallon PD
02/06/09 Pled Guilty sentenced to 7-years prison
Forgery
Town and County Police
Felony Passing bad Check
05/20/08 Pled Guilty placed on 5 years probation
03/02/09 Probation revoked sentenced to 7-years prison
Felony Passing Bad Check
Ladue PD
08/28/09 Pled Guilty sentenced to 2-years prison
Passing Bad Check (ord violation)
Bourbon PD
Passing Bad check (ord violation)
Bourbon PD
08/30/13 Pled Guilty fined $50 for each charge
Misdemeanor Passing Bad Check
Franklin CO PA Office
Misdemeanor Passing Bad Check
Franklin CO PA Office
01/07/15 Pled Guilty to both counts places on 2-year probation
11 Counts of Felony Forgery Checks
Creve Coeur PD
10/23/14 Pled Guilty placed on 5-year probation term
2 counts of Felony Passing Bad Checks Chesterfield PD
09/30/16 Pled Guilty placed on 5-year probation
Stealing
Des Peres DPS
Misdemeanor Passing Bad Check
Phelps Co Sheriff
Misdemeanor Passing Bad Check
Crawford Co Sheriff
Misdemeanor Passing Bad Check
Miller Co Sheriff

Despite past prison and jail sentences and a total of six probation revocations she was
recently sentence to yet another probation term.
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The Chesterfield case is very involved with multiple banks and many different checks.
Check Kiters open one bank account with sufficient funds and then use those checks to
open a number of other accounts at other banks. At first it appears as if there is enough
money in the account, until the checks starting bouncing.
This is from the investigator with US Bank's report to the Chesterfield Police.
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The Chesterfield report goes on and on with bad checks going from one bank to
another.
Stauffer was arrested and charged with 2 Counts of Felony Passing Bad Checks.
OUTCOME: Here is the amazing thing. On September 30, 2016 Judge David Vincent
ignored all the times Stauffer had been on probation and all the times Stauffer had her
probation revoked by continuing an ongoing criminal enterprise he gave her yet another
5-year probation term.
Stauffer appeared to be good at playing the wealthy West County woman both locally
and away from town. In town the furthest north she has hit has been Creve Coeur, the
furthest south has been Des Peres, east is Clayton and west is Chesterfield. However
she does seem to like to go to rural areas where people are a bit more trusting.
Since Judge Vincent is not interested in protecting banks and businesses in St. Louis
County, it would be a good idea for Stauffer's photo to be taped up at banks and
checkout registers in West County. (Oringinally appeared in Newsletter #262 on
January 30, 2017)
SINCE THE PIECE ON JENNIFER STAUFFER FIRST RAN HERE ARE NEW
CHARAGES:
05/02/16

03/03/16

Passing Bad Check
Franklin CO MO
05/31/17 Pled Guilty sentence 90 days jail but immediately placed on
2-year SES probation
Passing Bad Check
Cole Co Missouri
06/22/17 Pled Guilty SIS Probation sentence with an order to remove
Name from all checks

SPECIAL SCHOOL STUDENT KNOCKS OUT ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL AND THEN
DAMAGES SCHOOL BY THROWING ROCKS. While court records are open and are
public information, in this case the suspect was a 17-year-old with mental issues. I will
refer to him only as "the student."
Town and Country Police Officers work off-duty as School Resource Officers at the
Special School District campus which houses the district's high school. On Wednesday
10/07/15 Officer Gorman was dispatched to the School reference an assault and
destruction of property. Officer Paul Wilson was working at the school.
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The student, a 17-year-old from North County was being disruptive. He was very upset
and was being escorted outside by several teachers and assistant principal John Miller.
Once outside the student went and found some rocks. He throw one rock at Ast.
Principal Miller, hitting him the head and knocking him out. He was transported to
Mercy Hospital and received six stitches and three stables to close head wounds.
The student followed that by hurling rocks at the school breaking a window ($200) and
destroying a window blind ($150).
Officers Wilson and Gorman then arrested the student and he was transported to the
police station where he was booked for Assault and Destruction of Property.
You might wonder why it took three teachers, an assistant principal and a cop to
removed a 17-year-old student from the building. Here is why:

The student also threatened to bring a gun to school and to burn the school down. This
is from Officer Gorman's police report, " he made several threats to bring a gun to
school and to burn down the school. According to the school staff (he) suffers from an
emotional disorder which causes him to become angry and violent at times."
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The student was not required to post a bond, but was released on citations to his
grandmother. Just as a note, take a look at the student. He is 5-foot-8 and 250
pounds. 14 months earlier unarmed Michael Brown was shot by a Ferguson Police
Officer after a strong arm robbery and assault of a store keeper. Brown was only 18, but
he was also 6-foot-4 and 292 pounds.

Michael Brown

The student in this case has not been arrested since this incident.
OUTCOME: The Assault charge was dropped and on 11/03/2016 the student pled
guilty to Destruction of Property in Town and Country Municipal Court. He was placed
on a 2-year SIS probation term with no fine or jail time.
This is the kind of case where you wonder what is the best thing to do. The student has
mental and emotional issues, so the probation term where the arrest and conviction is
wiped off the books in 2-years if there are no other violations might seems fair and
reasonable. However, in doing so with a person prone to violence who has made
threats of violence, shouldn't there be an open record of the event in case three years
from now police, prosecutors and judges need to see a history if other serious crimes
occur?
(This originally appeared in Ex-alderman's Newsletter #266 Feb. 27, 2017)
CHESTERFIELD DRIVER STOPS AND PASSES OUT BEHIND WHEEL IN PASSING
LANE OF I-64. On Thursday night May 19, 2016 at 11:13 PM Town and Country
Officer Yaakub was dispatched to a possible accident on westbound I-64 before Mason
Road. It took Officer Yaakub 12 minutes to arrive at the scene. When he arrived he
found a white 2015 Honda Accord stopped in the passing lane of I-64. There was a
person in the backset.
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Also at the scene was a witness. He told Officer Yaakub and Cpl. Chris Moore that he
stopped after seeing the driver slumped over the wheel stopped in the passing lane. He
said he knocked on the window, the driver woke up and drove a few feet forward,
stopped again and passed out again. He added the driver woke up as the police cars
arrived, jumped out of the driver's seat and sat in the backseat.
The driver August Klages of 2196 Wide Oak Ct. in Chesterfield was contacted.
This is from the police report as to the condition of Klages:

This is from Officer's Yaakub's report: (The redacted section identifies the witness.)
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Klages was arrested for DWI and Impeding Traffic. He was taken to the Town and
Country Police Department. Despite admitting on the street that he stopped driving
because he had too much to drink, he refused to take a breath test.

Klages

The Klages' residence in Chesterfield.

OUTCOME: Klages pled guilty to the DWI and was placed on a 2-year No-Fine, NoPoints SIS probation term by Town and Country Judge Dean Waldemer. He also pled
guilty to the Impeding Traffic charge so he will get two points on his driving record.
The sad thing which is becoming more and more common is that the DOR attorney did
not fight the appeal of Klages' license suspension for failing to take a breath since he
did plead guilty. So Klages' license was never suspended despite him being so drunk
that he passed out behind the while on I-64 and refused to take a breath test.
The County Judge Dale Hood who was just voted out of office, was perhaps from our
reviews of these DWI cases the toughest judge, who routinely refused to undue license
suspensions. (This case originally appeared in Newsletter 272 on April 10, 2017.)
ILLEGAL ALIEN DRUNK DRIVER WAS SPEEDING, WEAVING WITH NO DRIVERS'
LICENSE, NO INSURANCE AND ALMOST HIT A CAR. HE GOT A NO-RECORD,
NO-FINE, NO-POINTS PROBATION FOR DWI, TWO ILLEGAL PARKING
CONVICTIONS AND ONE MOVING VIOLATION. HOW SAFE ARE YOU IN TOWN
AND COUNTRY? On Thursday night/Friday Morning December 4, 2015 at 12:57 AM
Town and Country Officer McNutt was running radar on WB I-64 west of Mason Road.
This area at the time was a 50 MPH zone with road construction being done causing
narrow lanes and narrow or no shoulders.
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Officer McNutt clocked a green 1997 Mitsubishi doing 75 MPH in the 50 zone. He
followed the car and observed more violations, such as weaving and almost hitting
another car. This is from Officer McNutt's report:

The driver Erlin Cubas-Martinez, 30, who gave a South St. Louis address, was stopped
and was found to be intoxicated. He admitted having 7 beers and there was a cold and
open Corona in a cup holder in the car. Cubas-Martinez failed some field sobriety tests
and others could not be given due to a lack of English understanding by CubasMartinez and the lack of Spanish on the part of Officer McNutt. He did take a field
breath test that showed he was intoxicated.
He had no drivers' license or insurance card. He was identified by his passport. Officer
McNutt did not identify the country of the passport in his report.
He was arrested and taken to the police station where he called his girlfriend and then
refused to take a breath test.
Immigration Customs Enforcement was contacted since Cubas-Martinez appeared to
be an illegal alien. They declined to take action.
He was jailed overnight and released on citations after he sobered up.
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OUTCOME: Cubas-Martinez appeared in Town and Country Municipal Court on April
17, 2016. He pled guilty to the DWI and was given a No-Points, No Fine 2-year SIS
probation term. His Speeding charge and No Drivers License charge were amended to
Illegal Parking with a $500 and a $175 fine. He pled guilty to Improper Lane usage and
was fined $175. (This originally appeared in Newsletter 273 on April 17, 2017)
DRUNK DRIVER SMOKING WEED, ALMOST HITS HIGHWAY RAMP WALL,
DENIES BEING ON THE RAMP LEAVES COURT WITH NO-POINTS, NO-FINE
PROBATION: On December 6, 2015, at 1:48 AM (Saturday night into Sunday morning)
Town and Country Officer Hamel observed a black 2005 Chevrolet Impala WB on I-64
approaching I-270 weaving from lane to lane. He followed the car as it exited to go
south on I-270 when he saw the car weave out of the lane and nearly hit the wall of the
elevated exited ramp that was above I-270.
Once the car was off of the ramp, Officer Hamel stopped it on SB I-270 and contacted
the driver, Marshall Boyd, 24, of North St. Louis County in an area near Dellwood and
Ferguson. Officer Hamel immediately smelled the odor of burnt marijuana and the
strong odor of alcohol on Boyd's breath. Boyd was clearly confused as when Officer
Hamel told him he almost hit a wall on the exit ramp, Boyd denied being on the ramp.
A passenger in the front seat told Officer Hamel they were both drunk and Boyd had
some "weed" on him. This is from the police report.
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Boyd was arrested for DWI, Improper Lane Use and Possession of Marijuana. At the
police station he agreed to take a breath test that showed his BAC level to be .152% or
almost twice the legal limit, plus he was high of marijuana.

Marshall Boyd
OUTCOME: In his favor Boyd had not prior arrests. On March 3, 2016 he pled guilty to
DWI and was given a No-Points, No-Fine SIS probation term by city judge Dean
Waldemer. He was fined $200 for Improper Lane Use and the Possession of Marijuana
was reduced to Illegal Parking and he was fined $200. I'm amazed how a non-traffic
offense like drug possession can be reduced to a non-moving traffic violation. That
prosecutor Ed Sluys and Judge Waldemer are quite the magicians.
While Boyd did not have a prior record he was high both on booze and drugs and
almost had an accident. At some point Muni Courts have to start convicting some of the
drunk drivers where they get points and license suspensions. (Originally appeared in
the Ex Alderman Newsletter 274 on April 24, 2017)
TWO MEN STEAL $1,256 WORTH OF POWER DRILLS IN LESS THAN A MINUTE
AT TOWN AND COUNTRY HOME DEPOT. At first this did not look like it would be
solved. A new manager at the Town and Country Home Depot store didn't know his
employees names and refused to give a witness's name to the police. The witness had
taken photos of the suspects and their getaway car.
On Monday 09/07/15 (Labor Day) Officer Giacopelli was dispatched to the Home Deport
Store for a shoplifting that had just occurred. On his arrival at the store Officer Giacopelli
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met the new manager, John Wichmann, who said a cashier witnessed two males run
past the registers carrying four rechargeable Milwaukee Power Drill Combo kits valued
at $1,256.
Wichmann also said a customer who was in line ran out of the store and took photos of
the getaway car and of the suspects.
Here is where the problems began for Officer Giacopelli. The cashier had already left
the store as his shift had ended. Manager Wichmann refused to give the name of the
witness who took the photos to officer Giacopelli. He did send the witness Officer
Giacopelli's cell phone number. Finally there was no security on duty and Wichmann
could not provide a security video until a security agent was at the store.
The car, a 2002 black Ford Escape was traced to Terri Bankhead. She was contacted
and said she had lent her car to Aaron Kilbert and his friend known to her only at
"Rello." (Justin Terry)

Aaron Kilbert

Justin Terry

Both suspects were located in jails in the metro area. Kilbert was at the St. Louis County
Jail and Terry was at the Madison County Jail in Edwardsville, Illinois on December 9,
2015. Both suspects refused to make any statement.
However as a detective was leaving the interview room at the Madison County Jail,
Terry stated, "You don't have to worry about me. I'm a clean man. I won't be going into
any stores."
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The County Prosecutor's Office refused to issue charges against Terry despite store
video and a witness video of both men. They did however issue Felony Theft Charge
against Kilbert.
The investigation determined that Kilbert had been pawning the stolen goods.
Here are the records of the two suspects:
Justin Terry

10/14/01
04/18/14
08/04/14
12/19/14
12/20/14
0704/15

Attempted Robbery
02/11/02 Sentenced to 1 year jail
Disorderly Conduct
Stealing/Shoplifting
Pending
Stealing/Shoplifting
Stealing/Shoplifting Schunks
Resisting Arrest

Creve Coeur PD
Breckenridge Hills PD
Creve Coeur PD
Creve Coeur PD
Town and Country PD
Florissant PD

Aaron Kilbert
01/30/98

08/11/03
08/16/03
08/29/03
08/21/07
10/22/10

06/24/11

04/15/15
04/18/15
04/21/15

Robbery 1st Degree & Armed Criminal Action
St. Louis PD
02/18/99 Pled Guitly sentenced to 13 years Prison but immediately
placed on a 5-year probation term
Driving While Revoked 3 Days Jail
St. Louis PD
Driving While Revoked 3 Days Jail
St. Louis PD
Driving While Revoked 3 Days Jail
St. Louis PD
Driving While Revoked 7 Days Jail
St. Louis PD
Possession of Controlled Sub with Intent to Dist.
St. Louis PD
04/12/13 Pled Guilty sentenced to 10 years prison but immediately
placed on 3-years probation
Felony Possession of Drugs
St. Louis PD
04/12/13 Pled guilty sentence to 10 prison, but placed on 4 years
probation after serving 97 days of Shock Time
Theft/Receiving Stolen Property
Maplewood PD
09/09/16 PG sentenced to 5 years prison but placed on 5 years probation
Stealing Shoplifting
Bellefontaine Neighbors
Failed to Appear to Court Arrest Warrant issued
Driving While Revoked
St. Louis PD
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09/07/15

Felony Theft/Receiving Stolen Property
Town and Country
09/09/16 Pled Guilty sent to 5 years prison but placed on 5 years probation

OUTCOME: So for a guy that had been sentenced to 38 years in prison, but only
served 116 days, you have to ask what is wrong with the criminal justice system. As
noted above Kilbert pled guilty was sentence to another 5 years in prison (making it 43
years) but once again was placed on probation, this time by Judge Steve Goldman.

Aaron Kilbert has spent 22 years of his 37 years on probation for felonies (some of the
terms ran at the same time). (Originally appeared in Ex Alderman Newsletter 276 of
May 8, 2017)

KETCHUP STAINED DRUNK DRIVER CAN'T STAY IN HIS LANE THEN DRIVES
OFF ROAD. Brian Hydar, 60, had been drinking beer at the High Ridge VFW and was
on his way home to Overland on Saturday night/Sunday morning driving his Ford
Escape. Hydar who had a stroke six years earlier was also taking prescription meds.
After leaving the VFW he stopped at McDonalds. I'm guessing he had a Quarter
Pounder with Cheese as there was ketchup all over the front of his sweater according to
the arresting officer.
While Hydar was driving north of I-270, Town and Country Police Officer Yaakub was
also driving NB on I-270. Officer Yaakub was on a paid special Interstate enforcement
patrol funded by the State of Missouri.
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He observed Hydar weaving from lane to lane. In one case a motorist put on their turn
signal to switch lanes, only to have Hydar weave into the lane nearly causing a collision.
Later Hydar drove off the highway onto the shoulder. At this point Yaakub stopped him
on I-270 at I-64.
Besides being ketchup covered, Officer Yaakup found that Hydar had the usual signs of
a drunk driver, strong odor of booze on his breath, bloodshot eyes and slurred speech.
On the street Hydar said he had "a couple of beers," but later at the police station he
downsize that to just one despite being at the VFW from 8 pm to 12:30.
He took a field breath test that showed his BAC level to be over the limit. At the police
station he took another official Breath Test that showed his BAC level to be .118%

Hydar had no prior arrests.
OUTCOME: On March 17, 2016 Hydar pled guilty to DWI and was given a 2-year NoPoints, No-Fine probation term. He also pled guilty to Improper Lane Use and was
fined $155.
DRIVER DOING 34 MPH OVER THE SPEED LIMIT GETS NO POINTS: On the 4th of
July 2016 at 9 PM Bobby Clinton Ashley, 20, was driving 94 MPH on SB I-270 at
Clayton Road. If you have ever been doing the speed limit or at least in the general
vicinity of the speed limit and then have someone pass you pushing 100 MPH it can be
a little unsettling.
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Ashley was driving a 19-year-old Mitsubishi 3000 GT when he was clocked by Officer
Yaabuk at 94 MPH. (Orig posted in Newsletter 278 on 5/22/17)
OUTCOME: Ashley pled guilty to speeding on 10/06/16 and was given a six-month NoFine, No-Points probation term by St. Louis County Assoc. Circuit Judge Richard
Stewart. Their had been no recommendation or complaint from Town and Country
prosecutor Ed Sluys. This was despite the fact the Ashley had just received a speeding
citation 09/10/16 in Jefferson County that was not yet disposed of.

(Orig posted in Newsletter 278
5/22/17)
TARGET EMPLOYEE PISSED THAT TARGET CALLED THE POLICE OVER HIM
STEALING $150 IN GIFT CARDS: Damion Hill, 31, of St. Louis was hired by Target as
a cell phone expert in 2014. He first worked at the Ballwin store and then in 2015
transferred to the Town and Country Store.
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Target security was doing an audit of gift card purchases involving cell phones and
found that twice in May and once in June Hill had stolen $50 gift cards and later used
them. They had video evidence of the thefts.
Without resigning Hill suddenly stopped coming to work on July 3, 2015. He was
contacted by a Town and Country Police Detective and turned himself in at the station
on July 9, 2015.
Det. Hunt advised Hill of his rights per the Miranda Ruling and Hill declined to make a
statement, except this rather incriminating one:

Hill was offered an amazing deal. If he made the $150 restitution to Target they would
drop all charges. He said he didn't have $150.
However he did have the money to hire a lawyer who moved the case to the St. Louis
County Associate Circuit Court in Clayton. The surely cost more than $150.

Hill
OUTCOME: On October 6, 2016 Hill pled guilty and was placed on a No-Record, NoFine probation. However he was ordered by Judge Richard Stewart to make $150
restitution to Target and not to return to Target Stores. Hill could have saved a lot of
time by just paying back Target on the day he was arrested and have them drop
charges. Hill is Stupid with a capital S. (originally appeared in the May 29. 2017 ExAlderman’s Newsletter #279)
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CHRISTMAS TIME ARREST FOR STEALING PATIENTS CO-PAYS. The office
managers at Psych Care Consultants in the medical office building at 763 S, New Ballas
Road began billing patients for not paying co-pays and then getting angry phone calls
from the patients claiming the paid the co-pay at the time of their visit.
On the morning of Tuesday December 23, 2014 the admin staff members of Psych
Care made their way to the Town and Country Police Department with evidence of the
thefts and the theft of two prescriptions used to obtain controlled substance abuse at the
Ballwin WalGreen’s Store.
Officers and detectives went back to the office and contacted employee Desiree
Townsend, AKA Desiree Covington, 37, of Ballwin.
Townsend denied stealing any money and claimed she was a scapegoat. She also said
she was checking people out not in. But records shows she had been doing both.
The office was able to determine at least $916 of patients' money was stolen.

Background: Here are arrest records under both names Desiree Townsend and
Covington.
Criminal:
03/30/99

Felony Stealing

Bridgeton PD
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04/29/99
08/16/00
06/04/01
07/03/01
08/30/01
08/30/01
09/24/01
08/10/12

08/16/01
08/17/12
01/04/13
01/29/13
07/28/13
03/29/13
08/04/13
09/30/13

04/30/14

10/07/14

PG 02/25/00 5-years probation. 11/30/01 Probation revoked 3 yrs prison
Felony Stealing
St. Ann PD
11/30/01 Probation Revoked 3 years prison
3 Counts Felony Check Forgery
Hazelwood PD
11/30/01 Pled Guilty sentenced to 5-years prison
Felony Stealing
Hazelwood PD
11/30/01 Pled Guilty sentenced to 5 years prison
Felony Stealing
Shrewsbury PD
11/30/01 Pled guilty sentenced to 5 years prison
Felony Check Forgery
Maryland Heights PD
3 counts felony Check Forgery
St. Charles CO
10/04/02 sentenced to 5 years prison
Felony Forgery
St. Charles CO
09/07/04 Probation revoked 5 years prison
5 counts of passing felony Bad Check
Ladue PD
Sentenced to 2 years prison but given 120 days shock prison time
and then 4 years probation
Felony Check Forgery
Bridgeton PD
11/30/01 Pled Guilty sentenced to 5 years prison
Felony Identity Theft
Clayton PD
3/21/14 Pled Guilty sentence to 1 year jail
Misdemeanor Theft
St. Charles PD
07/24/14 Sentenced to 9 months jail
Misdemeanor Theft
St. Charles PD
07/24/16 sentenced to 9 months in jail
Forgery
Richmond Heights PD
03/21/14 7 years prison, probation 120 days shock jail time
Felony Bad Checks
St. Louis CO PD
06/25/14 5-years probation
Forgery
St. Louis County OD
03/21/14 120 Shock jail 7 years prison, placed on 5-year probation
Forgery
St. Peters PD
08/25/14 Placed on 5-years probation
12/15/16 Probation revoked. Sentenced to 9 years prison, but then
placed on another 5-years probation term.
04/06/17 Notice filed of Probation Violation.
Felony Check Forgery
Maryland Heights PD
03/21/14 Pled Guilty 120 Days Shock then 5 years probation in lieu of 7
years jail
Misdemeanor Theft
Town and Country
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12/08/14

10/11/16 1 year in jail but place on probation for 2 years
Fraudulently Obtaining Control Substance
Ballwin PD
10/11/16 PG 4 years prison, but placed on 5-years probation

There were also dozens of civil judgments against Townsend-Covington adding p to
tens of thousands of dollars.
OUTCOME: Covington-Townsend saw the medical office theft reduced to a
misdemeanor. She pled guilty and was place on a 2-year probation. Over the years she
has pled guilty to 27 felony charges and three misdemeanors. More often than not she
has been placed on probation. With this record it seems the criminal justice system is
just sending her out to commit more crimes.

I don't have much sympathy for the folks at Psych Consultants. If I could find all these
convictions and civil default judgments I don't don't know why they could not during a
pre-employment screening. (This originally appeared in the Ex-Alderman’s #280
newsletter of June 5, 2017)

CHESTERFIELD PROSECUTOR DROPS DRIVING WHILE
INTOXICATED/DRUGGED AND ENDANGERING A CHILD CHARGES AGAINST
WOMAN WHO DROVE HER KID TO RIVER BEND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
IMPAIRED. If you remember in March 2016 we reported that Viktoriya Ryzhikova of
1352 Coliseum Drive in Chesterfield was arrested at the River Bend Elementary School
for DWI and Endangering a Child.
This is what we wrote in our March 15, 2016 Newsletter:
WOMAN ARRESTED FOR DRUNK DRIVING AND CHILD ENDANGERMENT AT
CHESTERFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: Viktoriya Ryzhikova, 38, of 13542
Coliseum Drive in Chesterfield was arrested at 11:32 AM by the Chesterfield Police for
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Driving While Intoxicated/And Or Under Influence of Drugs and Endangering the
Welfare of a Child.
Ryzhikova , who had a child in the car was arrested at the River Bend Elementary
School at 224 River Valley Road.

She was booked at the Chesterfield Police Station and later released to a sober person
on citations to Chesterfield Municipal Court.

Here is a slightly more attractive photo of Ryzhikova from her facebook. Her
LinkedIn page shows she is a Registered Nurse who has bounced from job to job in recent years.

She was arrested at the River Bend Elementary School on March 3, 2016 after officers
were called to the school at 11:29 AM when Ryzhikova, who had driven a child to the
school was creating a disturbance in the school's office.
This is from the police report:
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The rest of the police report is heavily redacted. Here is why: Chesterfield city
prosecutor Tim Engelmeyer dropped the DWI charge and reduced the Endangering the
Welfare of a Child charge to Peace Disturbance and on June 7, 2016 Ryzhikova paid a
$300.50 fine. Since the DWI charge disappeared much of the report was blacked out.
It is interesting that on July 19, 2016 the circuit court upheld her refusal to take a breath
test and suspended her drivers' license after the DOR action was appealed.
THE RELIEF PRAYED FOR IN PLT'S PETITION FOR REVIEW IS DENIED AND THE ORDER OF THE DOR REVOKING
PLT'S DRIVING PRIVILEGES IS SUSTAINED

Yes a Circuit Court Judge found that there was probable cause that Ryzhikova was
operating a vehicle and refused to take a breath test, but Engelmeyer did not feel there
was PC for a DWI trial.
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(This originally appeared in Ex Alderman Newsletter 257 on December 26, 2016)

CALIFORNIAN CHARGED WITH SPEEDING, ASSAULTING A LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AND POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA GETS
A LAWYER AND THE THEN GETS THE SPECIAL ENGELMEYER & BRUNK
TREATMENT: We briefly reported about the arrest of Isaac Shapiro in our Ex Alderman
Newsletter from May 3, 2016. Here is the rest of the story.
On Saturday April 23, 2016 at about 6:11 PM Chesterfield Police Officer Schreiber while
on patrol clocked a black Nisan pickup truck speeding on Ladue Road. He made a UTurn to go after the vehicle and it suddenly turned onto Ladue Trails. This is from his
police report:
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A search of the pickup truck before it was towed from the driveway revealed the
marijuana smoking device.
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Shapiro, 19, of Sacramento, California was charged with Speeding, Assaulting a Law
Enforcement Officer and Possession of Narcotic Paraphernalia.
OUTCOME: On August 16, 2016 City Prosecutor Tim Engelmeyer reduced the
Speeding charge to Illegal Parking and Shapiro pled guilty and was fined $200 but had
no points assessed and nothing forwarded to the the California DMV. He pled guilty to
the Assault of Officer Rodriguez, but was placed on a No-Record, No-Fine probation
term. In all the years of monitoring Chesterfield Court cases I have never seen Tim
Engelmeyer prosecute anyone before Judge "Hippie" Brunk for a marijuana violation.
They are all reduced to "Littering." That was the case with Shapiro. He paid a $275
fine.
Not bad for someone trying to elude the police, refusing to cooperate and hitting a cop.
He was convicted of only Illegal Parking and Littering. (This first appeared in our Ex
Alderman Newsletter 259 of January 9, 2017)
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