2018 Municipal Courts Parking Convictions
May 5, 2019
142 ACTUAL PARKING TICKETS BUT 1775 PARKING CONVICTIONS IN
CHESTERFIELD MUNICIPAL COURT. COURTS CONINTUE TO REFUSE TO DO
THEIR JOB: After 32 years of being in Law Enforcement I know how things should work
and how lawyers often stop justice from occurring, especially at the municipal level
starting with local prosecutors. The West County Muni Courts discriminate against poor
people, who cannot afford to hire a defense lawyer and have their case amended to a
non-traffic “Parking Violation.” The violation goes on their driving record and their cost of
insurance goes up for three years.
The function of traffic enforcement is for local police to identify dangerous drivers. The
function of the courts are to verify the police findings. But in Chesterfield and other
municipal courts in West County it is clear that that prosecutors and judges refuse to do
their job. Instead they are raising large sums of money by fining people hundreds of
dollars for Parking Violations they never committed, taking care of defense attorneys
and ignoring public safety. Elected officials refuse to stop this and continue to
reappointed the same judges and prosecutors.
CHESTERFIELD: There were 142 actual parking tickets written by the police: Below
are the number of Parking Violation Convictions:

955 Speeders had their moving violation reduced to a non-traffic parking violation.
Chesterfield officers issued 669 traffic violation warnings in 2018. Many of those went
to speeders, so I would have to think that the 955 speeders who hired a lawyer and got
their charge reduced to “Illegal Parking” (which is something they never did) should
have been convicted of Speeding.
Parents of school age kids should be furious as Tim Engelmeyer and Judge Brunk
teamed up to reduce 29 Speeding in School Zone and to Disobeying a School Bus Stop
Sign to “Illegal Parking.”
How would you like to be one of the six victims of an auto crash and see the person
who caused it flee the scene, but later charged, only to have a “Leaving the Scene of an
Accident” charge reduced to “Illegal Parking.”
If was further interesting to see two drug charges that are not traffic related be reduced
to “Illegal Parking.”
Of course poor people who can’t afford hundreds of dollars to get a defense attorney so
their moving violation to Illegal Parking, are convicted, hit with a large fine and get
points on their record.

Often when we are researching we are seeing cases of repeat drunks drivers or
drunk drivers who caused serious crashes we find a history of traffic citations from
across the region of moving violations reduced to Illegal Parking, meaning a dangerous
driver has not been identified.
Here is a partial list of serious traffic charges reduced to Illegal Parking by Engelmeyer
and Brunk in 2016 that we posted in 2017. The practice of ignoring serious traffic
violators in Chesterfield while helping defense attorneys and raising money is going up.
The number of serious cases reduced to Illegal parking has gone up 20% from 2016 to
2018.

LITTERING: In 2018 there were NO ‘LITTERING” cases filed by Chesterfield Police
officers. In 2017 there were four littering cases filed with the court. However in 2018
there were 116 “Littering” convictions that were actually more serious offenses charged
by the police. “Littering” is not a criminal offense and does not go on someone’s record.

DOGS CONSIDERED LITTER: I think it was interesting that a “Animal Left Unattended
in Vehicle” was reduced to “Littering” showing that Man’s Best Friend left to die in a car
on a hot day is not a crime in the Chesterfield Municipal Court. This is an easy case to
make. The police officer is the witness, his testimony or the Weather Service’s Hourly
Temperatures for the day pretty well equal a conviction. Engelmeyer and Brunk have
shown little concern for the safety of motorist, school children in front of the school or
getting off the school bus, but also no concern for Fido.
TIM ENGELMEYER ON THE ATTACK: Engelmeyer who is the prosecutor in
Chesterfield and judge in Creve Coeur reduces thousands of cases, many of them
serious, to Illegal Parking learned that I was making requests. Here is what he wrote to
the City Council and mayor:

Kings of Illegal Parking Judge Rick Brunk and Tim Engelmeyer
Wow! You make a public records request and this is what you get. I have addressed
Mr. Engelmeyer calling me a l iar on the homepage of my website.
From: Mike Geisel <mgeisel@chesterfield.mo.us>
Date: April 23, 2019 at 2:39:41 PM CDT
To: Barbara McGuinness <BMcGuinness@chesterfield.mo.us>, Barry Flachsbart
<BFlachsbart@chesterfield.mo.us>, Ben Keathley <BKeathley@chesterfield.mo.us>, Bob Nation
<BNation@chesterfield.mo.us>, Chris Graville <cbg@gravillelaw.com>, Dan Hurt
<DHurt@chesterfield.mo.us>, "Dan Hurt (longhornz@aol.com)" <longhornz@aol.com>, "Flachsbart,
Barry B." <barryf@mst.edu>, Mary Ann Mastorakos <MMastorakos@chesterfield.mo.us>, Michael
Moore <MMoore@chesterfield.mo.us>, Michelle Ohley <MOhley@chesterfield.mo.us>, Mike Geisel
<mgeisel@chesterfield.mo.us>, Tom DeCampi <TDeCampi@chesterfield.mo.us>
Subject: John Hoffmann

I am forwarding this to you, as elected officials, at the suggestion of PA
Engelmeyer, to keep you up to date and informed. I believe the City has
covered this territory multiple times previously, but Prosecuting Attorney
Engelmeyer specifically suggested that I share this with our elected
officials.

From: Tim Engelmeyer
To: Mike Geisel
Subject: John Hoffmann
Mike:
Just a friendly heads up that John Hoffmann is again up to his old and worn out games where
he is requesting numbers of ‘illegal parkings’ and/or ‘litterings’ from our court staff. Like he has
done in the past, he is also seeking the same information from Creve Coeur where I serve as the
judge. My guess is that he is planning another one of his hit jobs on me and our court.
Due to his unusual and obsessive infatuation with me and the court I serve, I anticipate that he
will, again, circulate a nonsensical, poorly-written and factually unsupported article attempting
to undermine my policies as they pertain to managing a docket of 10,000 cases per year. I have
addressed this issue many times with the Mayor and members of council and quite frankly,
unless I am specifically asked to (again) go over my policies, I will ignore his nonsense as most
other people do.
For what it’s worth and if you are asked, Mr. Hoffmann has still never, not a single time,
interviewed or even asked me a single question for one of his articles. Additionally, my policies
line up with our former and current County Prosecutor’s policies. In fact, Chesterfield’s policies
for drug offenses surpass the current county prosecutor’s policies.
I have shown Mr. Hoffmann to be untruthful and untrustworthy on several occasions in open
meetings and presentations for city officials and general public. I have provided verified facts to
refute his blatant lies and half-truths about me, our court and staff. I have wasted a
tremendous amount of time and expense responding to this man and apparently, he is now
preparing another hit piece based on his own delusional view of our court system as opposed
to the facts.
I would appreciate that you share my email with anyone, including the Mayor and Council who
may receive Mr. Hoffmann’s next hit job on me.
Thank you.
Timothy A. Engelmeyer
Timothy A. Engelmeyer
Engelmeyer & Pezzani, LLC

13321 North Outer Forty Road
Suite 300
Chesterfield, MO 63017

Town and Country:

Town and Country prosecutor Ed Sluys reduced a mere
1720 moving violation cases to Illegal Parking.

1720 moving violations to Illegal Parking.
In 2018 Townand Country Police Officers issued 19 Parking Citations but the
court had 1720 Parking Violation Convictions.
Once again this totally discriminates against poor people. Wealthy people hire a lawyer
and case charge is immediately reduced to “Illegal Parking.” There is no moving
violation to go on the person’s DOR Driver’s License record so his insurance does not
go up. They do have to hire a lawyer and then pay a $200 fine for the “Illegal Parking”
that they never did.

Meanwhile, the poor person who can’t afford an attorney pays a fine and the moving
violation goes on their record and their insurance rates go up for three years. Justice is
not fair with Sluys and Town and Country Judge Andrea Niehoff.
When we last checked in 2016, 483 moving violations were reduced to “Illegal
Parking”.
That is a 350% increase of taking care of rich people and screwing poor people.
2016
483

2018
1720

The Town and Country Court did not reduce any criminal charge to “Littering” in 2018.
CITY OF DES PERES

In 2018 The City of Des Peres Municipal Courts reduced to 343 Moving violations to
“Illegal Parking.” The city prosecutor, Tim Engelmeyer also reduced 28 ordinance
violations to Littering. In 2016 that number was 326.
CITY OF CLARKSON VALLEY: The Chesterfield Police now patrol and enforce the
law I n Clarkson Valley, replacing the County Police that provided that service in 2016.In
2018, 265 Chesterfield Police Moving Violation citations were reduced to “Illegal Parking
by Clarkson Valley prosecutor Chris Graville, who also happens to be the Chesterfield
City Attorney. This action is still against public safety, bad for police morale and is
discriminatory against poor people who cannot afford to hire a lawyer to get the traffic
ticket fixed and pay the extra money for the “Illegal Parking” fine. However it is 49 fewer
phony “Illegal Parking” convictions (314) that were allowed in 2016.
Also Graville reduced 36 criminal cases to “Littering” in 2018.
CREVE COEUR: Tim Engelmeyer the Chesterfield prosecutor who will reduce almost
any moving violation to “Illegal Parking” if you hired a lawyer and move theft cases to
either “Littering” or no-record probation. The two worst cases I remember involving
Engelmeyer was the dump truck driver who during morning rush hour was trying to kill
the guy dating his ex-wife, driving east on I-64. There was a crash, several witnesses
who told police they would come to court and a statement by the suspect to a police
officer. The suspect hired a lawyer and the assault case and traffic violation case that
included speeding and passing traffic on the shoulder to get to his ex-wife’s boyfriend
was turned into one “Illegal Parking” conviction.
The other case was the drunken father, with two kids in the car, who crashed into a
parked car on the parking lot of the Taubman Outlet Mall. That DWI case was turned
into a “no-record” probation case. The guy later had a DWI in St. Charles County but the
Chestefield probation period was over and was not used against him in St. Charles.
Well Englemeyer is the judge in Creve Coeur. In 2016 Englemeyer approved 2024
moving violation to be turned into “Illegal Parking” cases ignoring the overall safety
of the public.
When we filed our “open public records search” request with Creve Coeur for the 2018
cases, we received an email back that the request may or may not be honored. This
caused me to have my lawyer get ready to take action. However the court clerk got me
the information at the end of the Wednesday night court docket.
In 2018 the number of cases reduced to “Illegal Parking” was still outrageous at 1,202,
but was a reduction of 822 cases reduced when compared with 2,024 in 2016.

BALLWIN: This might be the worst of all the Municipal Courts we checked in 2019 for
2018 cases. Ballwin is where Chesterfield City Attorney is prosecutor, Chris Graville
oversaw 1,792 moving violations reduced to “Illegal Parking.” I drive through Ballwin
and now I do not feel very safe. Graville also allowed 482 criminal/non-traffic cases to
be reduced to “Littering.” Residents of Ballwin need to step up and demand that elected
Aldermanic officials to fix this.
City:

2018

2016

Town and Country
Chesterfield
Des Peres
Creve Coeur
Clarkson Valley
Ballwin

1720
1775
343
1,202
265
1,792

483
1415
326
2,024
314
1,202

Increase Decrease
+ 1,237
+ 360
+ 17
- 822
-49
+ 590

Chris Graville looking out for defense lawyers and their billing of
serious traffic violators by turning moving violations into “Illegal Parking” offenses and
not looking out for the safety of the public.

