
Catholic Supply Store Charges, Pleading and Sentences 10/22/21 

What seemed to be odd moves by the State Public Defender representing Thomas 

Bruce for the 17 felony charges, made motions to suppress evidence, witness 

statements and introduce reports showing Thomas Bruce was suffering mental issues 

when he murdered a woman who resisted being raped and sexually assaulted other 

women at the Catholic Supply Store at Manchester Road and Weidman Road on 

November 19, 2018.  On October 22, 2021 Bruce pled guilty.   

 

Judge Joseph Dueker was not buying any of it.  County Prosecutor Wesley Bell 

dropped one of the eight Armed Criminal Action charges. On October 22, 2021 Bruce 

pled guilty to all 16 charges and was sentenced to Life in Prison on all sex assault 

charges and the murder charge with the seven 3-year maximum sentence Armed 

Criminal Action charges being rolled into the serious companion charge.  The 

Kidnapping and Burglary charges resulted in maximum sentences of 15-years.     

 

Bruce still has five felonies pending in Jefferson County involving the sexual assault of 

an elderly woman at her home.  Charges include  1st Degree Burglary, Kidnapping, 

Sexual Abuse, Assault and Harassment.   
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